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PREFACE 



P R E F ACE 



TO THE 

H I S TORY 



•to »F THE 

Four Laft Years of Queen Anne's Reign. 

HAVING written the following Hiftory 
at Windfor, in the happy reign of her 
Majefty Queen Anne, of ever glorious, 
Kefled, and immortal memory, I refolved to 
publifh it for the fatisfa&ion of my fellow-fubjects 
in the year 17 13 : But being under a neceffity of 
going to Ireland, to take pofleffion of the Deanry 
of St Patrick's, Dublin, I left the original with 
the minifters ; and having ftaid in that kingdom 
not above a Fortnight, I found, at my return, that 
my Lord Treafurer Oxford, and the Secretary 
my Lord Boiingbroke, who were then unhap- 
pily upon very ill terms with each other, could 
not agree upon publifhing it, without fome al- 
terations, which I would not fubmit to. Where- 
upon I kept.it by me until her Majefty's death, 
which happened about a year after. 

Vol. XI. A I 
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I have ever fince preferved the original very 
fafely 5 too well knowing what a turn the world 
would take upon the German Family's fucceed- 
ing to the crown ; which indeed was their un- 
doubted right, having been eftablifhed folemnly 
by the aft of an undifputed Parliament, brought 
into the Houfe 6i Commons by Jblr Hirley, who 
was then Speaker, 

But as I have faid, in another difcourfe, it was 
very well underftood fome years before her Ma- 
jefty's death, how the new King would aft, im- 
mediately upon his entrance^ in the choice of 
thofe (and thofe alone) whom he refolved to 
truft; and confequently what reports would in- 
duftrioufly be raifed, as well as fpread, to expofe 
the proceedings of her Majefty herfelf, as well as 
of her fervants 5 who have been ever fince blaft- 
ied as enemies to the prefent eftablifliment, by 
the moil ignorant and malicious among mankind. 

Therefore, as it was my lot to have been daily 
converfant with the perfous then in power; never 
abfent in times of bufinefs or converfation, until 
a few weeks before her Majefty 's death 5 and a 
witnefs of almoft eveiy ftep they made in the/ 
courfe of their adminiftration ; I muft have been 
very unfortunate, not to be better informed than 
thofe miferable pamphleteers, or their patrons, 
could pretend to. At the fame time, I freely 
confefs, it appeared neceflary, as well as natural, 
upon fuch a mighty change as the death of a So- 
vereign, that thofe who were to be in power up- 

ob 
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oh the (ucceffion, and rcfolved to aft in every 
part by a dined contrary fyftcm of politics, fhould 
load their predecefibrs with as much infamy, as 
the moft inveterate malice and envy could fug- 
geft, or the moft ftupid ignorance and credulity 
in their underlings could fwallow. 

Therefore, as 1 pretend to write* with the ufe- 
moft impartiality* the following Hiftory of the 
four laft years of her Majeft/s reign > in order to 
undeceive prejudiced perfons at prefent, as well 
as pofterity $ I am perfuaded in my own mind, as 
Kkewife by the advice of my oldeft and wifeft 
friends, that I am doing my duty to God and 
man, by endeavouring to fet future ages right iu 
their- judgment of that happy reign ; and, as a 
feithfol hiftorian, I cannot fuflfer faHehoods to 
run on any longer, not only againft all appearance 
of truth 4M well as probability, but even againft 
thofe happy events, which owe their fuccefs to 
the very meafure* then fixed in the general peace. 

The materials for this Hiftory, befides what I 
have already mentioned, I mean the confidence 
repoled in me for thefe four years, by the chief 
perfons in power) were extracted out of many 
hundred letters written by our ambaffadors abroad, 
and from the anfwefs as well as infractions fent 
them by our fecretaries of ftate, or by the firft 
mmtfler the Earl of Oxford. The former were 
all originals, and the latter copies entered into 
books in the fecretaries office, out of both which 
I collected all that I thought convenient ; not to 
A 2 mention 
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mention feveral memorials given me by the mini- 
fters at home. Further, I was a conftant wknefe 
and obferver of all that pafied, and entered every 
particular of any confequence upon paper. 

I was fo far from having any obligation to the 
crown, that, on the contrary, her Majefty iffued 
a proclamation, offering 300L to any perfon who 
would difcover the author of a certain fhort trea* 
tife *, which the Queen well knew to have been 
written, by me. I never received one fhilling 
from the minifter, or any other prefent, except 
that of a few books > nor did I want their affift- 
ance to iupport me. I very often dined indeed 
with the Treafurer and Secretary 5 but in thofe 
days, that was not reckoned a bribe,, whatever it 
may have been at any time fince. I abfolutely 
refufed to be chaplain to the Lord Treafurer j 
becaufe I thought it would ill become me to. be ia 
a ftate of. dependence* 

I fay this, to fhew, that I had no other , bias 
than my own opinion of perfon* and affairs. I 
preferved feveral of the oppofite party in their; 
employments, who were perfons of wit and learn- 
ing > particularly Mr Addifon and Mr Congreve, 
neither of whom were ever in any danger from 
the Treafurer, who much eftcemed them both j 
and, by his Lordfhip's commands, I brpught the 
latter to dine with him. Mr Steele might have 
been fafe enough, if his continually repeated in- 
difcretion, and a zeal mingled with fcurrilities, 
had not forfeited all title to lenity, 

I 

* Public Spirit of the Whigf. 
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I know very well the numberlcrs prejudices 'of 
weak and deceived people, as well as the malice of 
thofe, who, to ftrve their own intereft or ambi-' 
tion, have caft off all religion, morality, juftice,' 
and common decency. However, although per-' 
haps I may not be believed m the prefent age, yer 
I hope to be fo in the next, by all who will bear 
any regard for the honour and liberty of England, 
if either of-thefe (hall then fiibfift or not. 

I have no intereft, or inclination, to palliate* 
the miftakes or omiflk>ns> «or want of fteadinefs, 
or unhappy mifunderftandings among a few of 
thefe who- then- prefided m aflairs* 

Nothing is more common, than the virulencer 
of fuperficial and ill-informed writers, againft 
the conduct of thofe who are now called Prime 
Minifters : And, lince factions appear at pre- 
fent to be at a greater height than in any former 
times, although, perhaps, not fo equally poifed ; 
it may probably concern thofe who are now in 
their height, if they have any regard for their 
own memories in future ages, to be lefs warm 
againft others who humbly differ from them in 
fome ftate opinions*. Old perfons remember, at 
feaft by tradition, the horrible prejudices that pre- 
vailed againft the firft Earl of Clarendon, whofe 
character, as it now ftands, might be a pattern 
for all minifters ; ahhough/even Bifhop Burnet 
of Sarum, whofe principles, veracity, and man- 
ner of writing, are lb little efteemed upon many 
•accounts, hath been at the pains to vindicate him. 

A 3 Upoxk 
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Upon that irreparable breach between the 
Treafurer and Secretary Bolingbroke, after my, 
utmoft endeavours, for above two years, to re- 
concile them ; I retired to a friend in Berkshire, 
where I ftaid untill her Majefty's death ; and 
then immediately returned to my flation in Du- 
blin, where I continued about twelve years with- 
out once feeing England. I there often reviewed 
the following Memoirs ; neither changing nor 
adding, further than by correfting the ftyle: 
And if I, have been guilty of any miftakes, they 
xnuft be of fmall moment ; for it was hardly 
poffible I could be wrong informed, with all the 
advantages I have already mentioned. 

I fliall not be very uneafy under the obloquy* 
that may, perhaps, be caft upon me by the vio- 
lent leaders and followers of the prefent prevail- 
ing party. And yet, I cannot find the leaft in- 
confiftence with confcience or honour, upon the 
death of fo excellent a Princefs as her late Maje- 
fty, for a wife and good man to fubmit, with a 
true loyal heart, to her lawful Proteftant fuc- 
ceflbr ; whofe hereditary title was confirmed by 
the Queen and both Houfes of Parliament, with 
the greateft unanimity, after it had been made 
an article in the treaty, that every prince in our 
alliance mould be a guarantee of that fucceifioiu 
Nay, I will venture to go one ftep farther ; That 
if the negotiators of that peace had been chofen 
out of the moil profefled zealots for the intereft 
of the Hanover family, they could not have 

bound 
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bound up the French King, or the Hollanders, 
more ftrifily, than the Queen's plenipotentiaries 
did in confirming the prefent fucceffion ; which 
was lfi them fo much a greater mark of virtue 
and loyalty, becaufe they perfeftly well knew, 
that they fhould never receive the leaft mark 
of favour* when the fucceffion had taken place. 



AN 



ENQUIRY 



Into the BEHAVIOUR of the 

QUEEN's last ministry, 

WITH RELATION TO THEIR 

Quarrels among themfelves r and the Design 
charged upon them of altering the Succeflioa 
of the Crown. 

June m,x>cc,xt» 

SINCE the death of the Queen, it was rea- 
fonabie enough for me to conclude, that I 
had done with all public aflairs and fpeculations : 
Beiides, the fcene and ftation I am in, have 
reduced my thoughts into a narrow compafs : 
And being wholly excluded from any view of 
favour under the pvefent adminiftration, upon 
that invincible reafoo of having been in fome de- 
gree of truft and confidence with the former 
I have not found the tranikion very difficult in- 
to 
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to a private life, for which I am better qualified 
both by nature and education. 

The reading and enquiring after news not be- 
ing one of my diverfions, having always difliked 
a mixed- and general converfation, which, how- 
ever it fell to my lor, is now in my power to 
avoid ; and being placed, by the duties of my 
function, at a great diftance from the feat of 
bufinels ; I am altogether ignorant of many 
common events which happen in the world : 
Only, from the little I know and hear,, it is ma- 
nifeft that the hearts of moft men are filled with 
doubts, fears, and jcalouGes, or elfe with hatred 
and rage, to a degree that there feems to be an 
end of all amicable commerce between people 
of different parties ; and what the confluences 
of this may be, let thofe confider who have con- 
tributed to the caufes : Which, I thank God, is 
no concern of mine* 

There are two points, with reference to the 
conduct of the late Miniftry* much infifted on, 
and little underftood by thofe who write or talk 
upon that fubjecT:; wherein I am fufficientljfc 
qualified to give tfetisfadtipn ; and. would gladly 
do it, becaufe I fee very much weight laid upon 
each, aad moft men's .opinions o£ perfons and 
things regulated accordingly. 

About two months before the . Queen^s death, 
having loft all hopes of any reconcilement be- 
tween the Trcafurer and.the reft of the miniftry % 
I retired into the country, to. await the iflue of than 

: conflict, 
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conflict, which ended, as every one had reafon 
to forefee, in the Earl of Oxford's difgrace ; to 
whom the Lord Bolinghroke immediately fuo 
ceeded as firft minifter : And I was told, that an 
Earldom and the Garter were intended for hint 
in -a fortnight, and the Treafurer's ftaff againfr 
the next Seffion of Parliament ; of whicb I can 
fey nothing certain, being then in Berkflitre, and 
receiving this account from fome of his friends* 
But all thefe fchemes became foon abortive, by 
the death of the Queen, which happened in 
three days after the Earl of Oxford's removal. 

Upon this- great event, I took the firft oppor- 
tunity of withdrawing to my place of refidence ; 
and rejoiced as much as any man, for his Maje~ 
fty's quiet acceffion to the throne ; to which I 
then thought, and it has fince appeared indisput- 
able, that the peace procured t>y the late miniftry 
had, among other good effe&s, been highly in* 
ftrumental. : And, I thank ,Godj I have been 
ever flricc a loyal humble Ipeclator during all thd 
changes that have happened, although it were no 
iecret to any man of common fagacity, that his 
prefent Majefty*s choice of his fervants, when-* 
ever he fhould happen-to fucceed, would be de- 
termined to. thofe who mod- oppofed the pro- 
ceedings during the four toft years of his prede* 
cefibr's reign : Add I think there hath not fince 
happened one particular of apy moment, which 
the. minifters did .not -often mention at their 
tables, as what they certainly expe&ed, {torn the 

difpofitiona 
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difpofitioos of the Court at Hanover, in conjunct 
don with the party at home, which, upon all 
occafions, publicly difapproved their proceedings, 
excepting only the attainder of the Duke of Or- 
mond ; which, indeed, neither they nor I, nor, 
I believe, any one perfon in the three kingdoms, 
did ever pretend to forefee 5 and, now it is done, 
it looks like a dream to thofe, who will confider 
the nobleneis of his birth, the great merits of his 
anceftors, and his own ; his long unfpotted loyal- 
ty, his affability, generofity, and fweetnefs of na- 
ture. I knew him long and well, and, except- 
ing the frailties of his youth, which had been 
for fome years overhand that eafinefs of temper, 
which did fometimes lead him to follow the 
judgment of thofe who had, by many degrees, 
lefs underftanding than himfelf ; I have not con* 
verfed with a more faultlefs perfon ; of great 
juftice and charity ; a true fenfe of religion, 
without oftentation ; of undoubted valour, tho~ 
roughly ikilled in his trade of a foldier ; a quick 
and ready apprehenfion, with a good fhare of 
underftanding, and a general knowledge in men 
and hiftory, although under fome difad vantage 
by an invincible modefty, which however could 
not but render him yet more amiable to thofe 
who had the honour and happinefs of being 
thoroughly acquainted with him. This is a 
Ihort imperfect character of that great perfon 
the Duke of Ormond, who is now attainted for 
high treafon ; and, therefore, I fhall not pre- 

fume " 



fame to offer one fyllable in his vindication, ttp» 
on that head, againft the decifion of a Parlia- 
ment. Yes this, I think, may be allowed me 
to believe, or at leaft to hope, that when, by 
*tHe direft and repeated commands of the Queen 
•his miftrefs, he committed thofe faults for which 
he hath now forfeited his country, his titles, 
and his fortune ; he no more conceived himfelf 
to be a&ing high treafon, than he did when he 
was wounded and a prrfoner at Landen, for his 
Sovereign King William, or -when he took and 
burned the enemy's fleet at Vigo. 

Upon this occanon, although I am fenfible it 
is an old precept of wrfdom to admire at nothing 
in human life ; yet I confider, at the fame time, 
how eafily fomc men arrive to the pra&ice of 
this maxim, by the help of ptein ftupidity or 
ill-nature, without any ftnrin of phllofpphy : And 
although the uncertainty of human -things be 
One of the tnoft obvious refle&ions in morality; 
yet, fuch unexpected, fudden, and fignal in- 
ftances of it, as have lately happened among us, 
are fo much out of the ufual form, that a wife 
man mayi perhaps, be allowed to ftart and look 
aflde, as at a fudden and violent clap of thunder, 
which 'is mudh more frequent, and more natural. 

And here I cannot but lament my own par- 
ticular misfortune ; who, having, lingled out 
three perfons from among the reft of mankind, 
on whofe friendship and protection I might de- 
pend ; whofe conversation I moft valued, and 
I chiefly 
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chiefly confined myfclf to ; fhould h've to fee 
them all, within the compaft of a year, accufed 
of high treafon ; two of them attainted and in 
exile, and the third under his trial, whereof God 
knows what may be the iflue. As my own heart 
was free from all treafonable thoughts, fo I did 
little imagine myfelf to be perpetually in the com- 
pany of traitors. But the fajhion of this world 
paffeth away. Having already faid fomething of 
the Duke of Ormond, I fhall add a little towards 
the characters of the other two. It happens to 
very few men, in any age or country, to come 
into the world with fo many advantages of na- 
ture and fortune, as the late Secretary Boling- 
broke : Defcended from the beft families in Eng- 
land, heir to a great patrimonial eftate, of a 
found conftitution, and a moft graceful, amiable 
perfon^ But all thefe, had they been of equal 
value, were infinitely below, in degree, to the 
accomplifhments of his mind, which was adorn- 
ed with the choiceft gifts that God hath yet 
thought fit to beftow upon the children of men ; 
a ftrong memory, a clear judgment, a vaft range 
of wit tfnd fancy, a thorough comprehenfion, 
an invincible eloquence, with a moft agreeable 
elocution. He had well cultivated all thefe ta- 
lents by travel and ftudy* the latter of which 
he feldom omitted, even in the mid ft of his 
pleafures, of which he had indeed been too great 
and criminal a purfuer : For, although he was 
perfuaded to leave off intemperance \n wine, which 
Vol. XL B he 
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lie did for forne time to fuch a degree, that he 
feemed rather abftemious ; yet he was faid to al- 
low himfelf other liberties, which can by no means 
be reconciled to religion or morals ; whereof, I 
have reafon to believe, he began to be fen- 
fible. But he was fond of mixing pleafure 
and bufinefs, and of being efteemed excellent at 
both ; upon which account he had a great refpect 
for the characters of Alcibiades and Petronius, 
efpecially the latter, whom he would gladly be 
thought to referable. His detractors charged him 
with fome degree of affectation, and, perhaps, 
not altogether without grounds ; fince it was 
hardly poffible for a young man, with half the 
bufinefs of the nation upon him, and the ap- 
plaufe of the whole, to efcape fome tincture of 
that infirmity. He had been early bred to bu- 
finefs, was a moft artful negociator, and perfect- 
ly underftood foreign affairs. But what I have 
often wondered at in a man of his temper, was 
his prodigious application, whenever he thought 
it neceflary 5 for he would plod whole days and 
nights, like the loweft clerk in an office. His 
talent of fpeaking in public, for which he was 
fo very much celebrated, I know nothing of, 
except from the informations of others \ but un- 
dcrftanding men, of both parties, have aflured 
xne, that, in this point, in their memory and 
judgment, he was never equalled. 

The Earl of Oxford is a perfon of as much 
virtue, as can poffibly confift with the love of 
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power ; and his love of power is no greater than 
what is common to men of his fuperior capaci- 
ties ; neither did any man ever appear to value 
it lefs, after he had obtained it, or exert it with 
more moderation. He is the only inftance that 
ever fell within my memory, or obfeivation, of 
a perfon pafling from a private life, through the 
feveral ftages of great nefe, without any perceive - 
able impreffion upon his temper or behaviour. 
As his own birth was illuftrious, being defcended 
from the heirs-general o£ the Veres and the Mor- 
timers, fo he feemed to value that accidental ad- 
vantage in himfelf, and others, more than it 
could pretend to defcrve. He abounded in good- 
nature, and good-humour ; although fubjeft to 
paflion, as I have heard it affirmed by others, 
and owned by himfelf 5 which, however, he kept 
under the ftrifteft government, till towards the 
I end of his miniftry, when he began to grow 
foured, and to fulpeft his friends ; and, perhaps, 
1 t thought it not worth his pains to manage any 
I longer. He was a great favourer of men of wit 
and learning ; particularly the former, whom he 
carefled without diftinftion of party, and could 
not endure to think that any of them fliould 
be his enemies; and it was his good fortune 
that none of them ever appeared to be fo at 
I kaft if one may judge by the libels and pamph- 
1 lets publifhed againft him, which he frequently 
read, by way of amufement, with a moft un- 
affected indifference: Neither do I 'remember 
B % ever 
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ever to have endangered his good opinion ft* 
much, as by appearing uneafy when the dealers 
in that kind of writing firft began to pour out 
their fcurrilities againft me ; which, he thought, 
was a weaknefs altogether inexcufable in a man 
©f virtue and liberal education. He had the 
greatcft variety of knowledge that I have any 
where met ; was a perfect in after of the learned 
languages, and well ikilled in divinity. He had 
?. prodigious memory, and a moft exact judg- 
ment. In drawing up any ftate paper, no man 
had more proper thoughts, or put them in fo 
ftrong and clear a light. Although his ftyle was 
not always, correct, which, however, he knew 
to mend ; yet, often, to fave time, he would 
leave the {mailer alterations to others. I have 
heard that he fpoke but feldom in parliament, and 
{hen rather with art than eloquence : But na 
man equalled him in the knowledge of our con- 
ftitution ; the reputation whereof made him be 
chofen Speaker to three fucceffive parliaments \ 
which office I have often heard his enemies allow 
him • to have executed with universal applaufe : 
His fagacity was fuch, that I could produce very 
amazing inftances of it, if they were not unfea- 
fonable. In all difficulties, he immediately found 
the true point that was to be purfued, and ad- 
hered to it : And one or two others in the mini- 
ftry have confeffed very often to me, that after 
having condemned his opinion, they found him 
in the right, and themielves in the wrong. He 

was 



was utterly a ftranger to fear ; and, confcquently, 
had a prefence of mind upon all e»i>ergencies. 
JHis liberality, and contempt of money, were 
fuch, that he almoft ruined his eftate while he 
was in employment ; yet his avarice for the pu- 
blic wa3 fo great, that it neither conlifted with 
the prefent corruptions of the age, nor the cir- 
cumftances of the time. He was fekiom miftaken 
in his judgment of men, and therefore not apt 
to change a good or ill opinion by the represent- 
ation of others; except toward the end of his 
miniftry. He was affable and courteous, ex- 
tremely eafy and agreeable in converfition, and 
altogether difengaged ; regular in his lite, with 
great appearance of piety ; nor ever guilty of 
any exprcifions, that could poffibly tend to what 
was indecent or prophane. His imperfections 
were, at leaft, as obvious, although not fo nume- 
rous as his virtues. He had an air of fecrecy in 
4iis manner and countenance, by no means pro- 
per for a great minifter, becaufe it warns all men 
to prepare againft it. He often gave no anfwer 
at all, and very fddom a direft one : And I the 
rather blame this refervednefs of temper, becaufe 
I have known a very different practice fu#ceed 
much better : Of which, among others, the late 
Earl of Sunderland, and the prefent Lord Som- 
mers, perfons of great abilities, are remarkable 
mftarices ; who ufed to talk in fo frank a man- 
ner, that they fcemed to 1 difcover the bottom of 
their Jiearts, and, by that appearance of confi- 
B 3 dence* 
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dence, would eafily unlock the breafts of other*. 
But the. Earl of Oxford pleads, in excufe of this 
charge, that he hath feldom or never communi- 
cated any thing which was of importance to be 
concealed, wherein he hath not been deceived by 
the vanity, treachery, or indifcretion of thofe he 
difcovered it to. Another of his imperfections, 
univerfally known and complained of, was pro- 
craftination, or delay ; which was, doubtlefs, 
natural to him, although he often bore the blame 
without the guilt* and when the remedy was 
not in his power ; for never were prince and mi- 
nifter better matched, than his fovereign and he, 
upon that article : And, therefore, in the difpo- 
fal of employments, wherein the Queen was very 
abfolute^ a year would often pafs before they 
could come to a determination. I remember he 
was likewife heavily charged with the common 
court vice, of promifing very liberally, and fel- 
dom performing ; of which although I cannot 
altogether acquit him, yet, I am confident, his 
intentions were generally better than his difap- 
pointed folicitors would believe. It may be like- 
wife faid of him, that he certainly did not value, 
or did not underftand the art of acquiring 
friends ; having made very few during the time 
of his power, and contracted a great number of 
enemies. Some of us ufed to obferve, that thofe 
whom he talked well of, or fuffered to be often 
near him, were not in a fituation of much ad- 
vantage and that his. mentioning others with 
a** . contempt,, 
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contempt, or diflike, was no hindrance at all to 
their preferment. I have dwelt the longer upon 
this /great raan r s character, becaufe I have ob- 
ferved it fo often miftaken by the wife reafoners 
of both parties : Befides, having had the honour, 
for almoft four years, of a nearer acquaintance 
with him, than ufually happens to men of my 
level, and this without the leaft mercenary obli- 
gation ; I thought it lay in my power, as I am - 
fare it is in my will, to reprefent him to the 
world with impartiality and truth. 

Having often confidered the qualities and dif- 
pofitions of thofe two minifters, I am at a lofs to 
think how it fhould come to pafs, that men of 
exalted abilities, when they are called to public 
affairs, are generally drawn into inconveniencies 
and misfortunes, which others, of ordinary ta> 
lents, avoid ; whereof there appear fo many ex- 
amples, both ancient and modern, and of our 
own as well as other countries. I cannot think 
this to have been altogether the effect of envy, as 
it is ufually imputed in the cafes of Themiftocles, 
Ariftides, Scipio, and others, and of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, the Earls of Clarendon and Stafford, 
here in England. But I look upon it, that God, 
intending the government of a nation in the 
feveral branches and fubordinations of power, 
hath made the fcience of governing Sufficiently 
obvious to common capacities 5 otherwife the 
world would be left in a defolate condition, if 
great affairs* did always require a great genius^ 
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thereof the moft fruitful age will hardly pFQ- 
/ duce above three or four in a nation, among 
which, princes, who, of all other mortals, arc 
the worft educated, have twenty millions to one 
againft them that they fhall not be of the num- 
ber 5 tind proportionable odds, for the fame 
reafons, are againft every one of noble birth, or 
great eftates. Accordingly we find, that the 
dulieft nations, ancient and modern, have not 
wanted good rules of policy, or perfons quali- 
fied for adminiftration. But I take the infeli- 
city of fuch extraordinary men to have been 
caufed by the neglect of common forms, toge- 
ther with the contempt of little helps and little 
hinder ances ; which is made by Hobbes the de- 
finition of Magnanimity : And this contempt, as 
it certainly difpleafes the people in general, fo it 
giveth offence to all with whom fuch minifters 
have to deal : For, I never yet knew a minifter, 
who was not earneftly defirous to have it thought, 
that the art of government was a moft profound 
fcience ; whereas it requires no more, in reality, 
than diligence, honefty, and- a moderate {hare of 
plain natural fenfe. And therefore, men thus 
qualified, may very reafonably juftly think, 
that the bufinefs of the world is beft brought 
about by regularity and forms, wherein fhem- 
felves excell. n For I have frequently obferved 
more caufes of difcontent arife from the practice 
of fome refined minifters, to act in common bu- 
finefs, out. of the common road, than from all 
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the uiual topics of difpleafure againft men in 
power. It is the fame thing in other fcenes of 
life, and among all focieties or communities } 
where no men are better trufted, or have more 
fuccefs in bufinefs, than thofe who, with fome 
honefty, and a moderate portion of underftand- 
ing, . are firiffc ohfervers, of time, place, and 
method : And, on the contrary, nothing is more 
apt to expofe men to the cenfure and obloquy 
of their colleagues, and the public, than a con- 
tempt or negleft of theft circumftances, however 
attended with a faperior genius, and an equal 
defire of doing good : Which hath made me 
fometimes fay, to a great perfon of this latter 
character, that a finall infufipn of the Alderman 
was neceffary to thofe who Sre employed in pu- 
blic affairs* Upon this occafion, I cannot for- 
get a very trifling inftancc : That one day ob- 
serving the lame .perfon to divide a fheet of pa- 
per with a penknife, the fharpnefs of the inftru- 
ment oecafioned its moving fo irregularly and 
crooked, that he fpoiled the whole fheet ; where- 
upon 1 advifed him to take example by his clerks, 
who performed that operation much better with 
a blunt piece of ivory, which, directed by a little 
ftrcngth, and a fteady hand, 'never failed to go 
right. ^ 

But, to return from this long digreffion : 
About a fortnight after the Queen's death, I 
came to my place of refidence, where I. was im- 
mediately attacked with heat enough by feverai 
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of my acquaintance of both parties ; and foon 
learned, that what they obje&ed, was the gene- 
ral fenfe of the reft. Thofe of the church-fide 
made me a thoufand reproaches upon the fibw- 
nefs and ina&ivity of my friends, upon their 
foolifh quarrels with each other, for no vifible 
caufe, and thereby facri firing the interefts of the 
church and kingdom to their private piques. 
And that they had neglefted to cultivate the- 
favour and good opinion of the court at Hano- 
ver. But the weight of thefe gentlemen's di£ 
pleafure fell upon the Earl of Oxford j that he 
had afted a trimming part, was never thorough- 
ly in the intereft of the church, but held fepa- 
rate commerce with the adverfe party : That, 
either from his negligence, procraftinating na- 
ture, or fome Snifter end, he had let flip ma- 
ny opportunities of ftrengthening the church's 
friends : That he undertook more bufinefs than 
he was equal to, affe&ed a monopoly of power, 
and would concert nothing with the reft of the 
minifters. Many fafts were 4ikewife mentioned, 
which it may not now be very prudent to re- 
peat : I fhall only take notice of one, relating to 
Ireland, where he kept four bifhoprics undif- 
pofecfof, though often moft earneftly prefTed to 
have them filled - 9 by which omiflion, the church- 
intereft of that kingdom, in the Houfe of Lords, 
is in danger of being irrecoverably loft. 

Thofe who difcourfed with me after this man- 
* oer, did, at the fame time, utterly renounce all 
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regard for the Pretender ; and mentioned, with 
pleafiire, the glorious opportunity, then in his 
Majefty's hands, of putting an end to party- 
diftinftions for the time to come : And the only 
ipprehenfion that feemed to give them any un- 
eafinefs, was, left the zeal of the party in power 
might not, perhaps, reprefcnt their loyalty with 
advantage. 

On the other fide, the gainers, and men in 
hopes by the Queen's death, talked with great 
freedom in a very different ftyle : They all di- 
rectly afferted, that the whole late miniftry were 
fully determined to bring in the Pretender, al- 
though they would fometimes a little demur up- 
on the Earl of Oxford ; and by a more modern, 
amendment, they charged the fame accufation, 
without any referve, upon the late Queen her- 
felf : That, if her Majefty had died but a month 
later, our ruin would have been inevitable. But 
in that juncture it happened, (to ufe their own 
term, which I could never prevail with them to 
explain) things were not ripe* That this accufa- 
tion would, in a fhort time, infallibly be proved 
as clear as the fun at noon-day to all the world : 
And the confequences naturally following from 
thefe pofitions, were, that the leaders ought to 
iofe their heads, and all their abettors be utterly 
ftript of power and favour. 

Trjefe being the fentiments and difcourfes of 
both parties, tending to load the late miniftry 
with faults of a very different nature j it may, 
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perhaps, be either of fome ufe or fatlsfaflion to 
examine thofe two points; that is to fay, firft, 
how far thefe minifters are anfwerable to their 
friends, for their negleft, mifmanagement, and 
mutual diffentions ; and, fecondly, with what 
Juftice they are accufed, by their enemies, for 
Endeavouring to alter the fucceffion of the crown 
in favour of the Pretender. 

It is true, indeed, I have occasionally done 
this already in two Several Treatifes, of which the 
•one is an hiftory, and the other memoirs, of 
particular fafts \ but neither of them fit to fee 
the light at prefent, becaufe they abound with 
characters freely drawn, and many of them not 
very amiable \ and, therefore, intended only for 
the inftrtiftmg ©f the next age, and eftablifhing 
the reputation of thofe who have been ufeful to 
their country in the 'prefent. At the fame time, 
I take this opportunity of affuring thofe who 
may happen, fome years hence, to read the hlftory 
4 have written, that the blackeft charafters to 
be met with in it, were not drawn with the leift 
mixture of malice, or ill will, but merely to 
expofe the odtoufnefe of vice. For I have always 
held it as maxim, that ill men are placed beyond 
the reach of an hiftorian, who indeed hath it in 
his - power to reward virtue, but not to punifh 
vice : Becaufe I never yet few a profligate perfbn, 
whofeemed to have the leaft regard in whauman- 
xicr his name mould be tranfmitted to pofterity : 
And I know a certain Lord*, not long fincc 
i dead, 
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dead, who, I am very confident, would not have 
difpofed of one Jingle {hilling, to have had it in 
his choice, whether he fliould be reprefented to 
future ages, as an Atticus 9 or a Cat aline. 

However, being firmly refolved, for very ma* 
terial reafons, to avoid giving the leaft ofience 
to any party or perfon in power ; I fhall barely 
fet down fome fa&s and circumftances, during 
die four laft years of Queen Anne's reign, 
which at prefent are litde known ; and whereby 
thofe of the church-party, who objeft againft 
the unfteadinefs, negleft, and want of concert 
in the late miniftry, may better account for their 
faults. Moft of thofe fadb I can bear witnefs of 
myfelf, and have received the reft from fufEcient 
authority. 

It is moft certain, that when the Queen firft 
began to change her fervants, it was not from a 
diflike of things, but of perfons, — and thefe per- 
Ions were a very fmali number. To be more 
particular., would be incedere per ignes. It was 
the iflue of Dr Sacheverel's trial, that encouraged 
her to proceed fo far ; and feveral of the Low- 
church party, knowing that her difpleafure went 
no further than againft one fingle family, did 
not appear to diflike what was done ; of which 
I could give fome * extraordinary inftances. But 
that famous trial had raifed fuch a fpirit in the 
nation, againft the parliament, that her Majefty 
thought it neccffary to diffolve them, which, 
Vol. XI. C I 
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I am confident, fbe did not at firft ir 
Upon: this refolution, delivered by the Q 
at council, in a more determinate manner 
was ufual with her ; as 1 was particularly in: 
ed by my Lord Sommers, then prelident ; 
who were willing to facrifke one or two pe 
would not facrifke their caufe, but immec 
flew oflf ; and the great officers of the cour 
kingdom began to refign their employe 
which the Queen fuffercd moft of them 
with the utmoft regret, and which thofc 
knew her beft thought to be real, efpecially 
Sommers and Lord Cowper, for whom fhi 
as great a perfonal regard and efteem, a 
nature was capable of admitting, particular 
the former. The new parliament was 
during that ferment in the nation, and a 
majority of the church-party was returned 
out the leaft afliftance from the court ; wl 
to gain a reputation of impartiality, where 
were fecure ; or, as Mr Harley's detractors i 
have it, (who was then minuter) from a r 
ment of his politics, not to fuffer, upoi 
account of I know not what wife reafon: 
great an inequality In the balance. 

When the parliament met, they foon beg 
difcover more zeal than the Queen expefl 
defired : She had entertained the notion of 
ing a moderate or comprehenfive fcheme, ' 
fhe maintained with great firmnefs ; nor i 
ever depart from, until about half a year 1 
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her death : But this neither the Houfe of Com* 
mons, nor the kingdom in general, were then at 
all inclined to admit, whatever they may have 
been in any juncture fince : Several country* 
members, to almoft a third part of the Houfe, 
began immediately to form themfelves into a 
body, under a fantaftic name of the OEhher- 
club. Thefe daily preffed the mmiftry for a tho- 
rough change in employments, and were not 
pat off without jealoufy and difcontent. I re- 
member it was then commonly underftood and 
expected, that when the feffion ended, a general 
removal would be made : But it happened other- 
wife; for not only few or none were turned 
out, but much deliberation was ufed in fup- 
plying common vacancies by death. This man- 
ner of proceeding in a-prime minifter, I confefs, 
appeared to me wholly unaccountable, and with- 
out example ; and I was little fatisfied with the 
folution I had heard, and partly knew, that he 
acted thus to keep men at his devotion, by lett- 
ing expectation lie in common j for I found the 
effect did not anfwer, and that in the mean-time 
he led fo uneafy a life, by felicitations and pur- 
N fuits, as no man would endure who had a reme- 
dy at hand. About the beginning of his mini- 
ftry, I did, at the requeft of feveral confiderable 
perfons, take the liberty of reprefenting this mat- 
ter to him. His anfwer was fliort and cold : That 
he hoped his friends would truft him ; that he 
heartily wifhed none but thofe who loved the 
C % church 
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church and Queen, were employed; but that all 
things could not be done on a fudden. I have 
reafon to believe, that his neareft acquaintance 
' were then wholly at a lofs what to think of his 
conduct. He was forced to preferve the opinion 
of power, without which he could not aft, while 
in reality he had little or none ; and, befides, he 
thought it became him to take the burthen of re- 
proach upon himfelf,' rather than lay it upon the 
Queen his miftrefs, who was grown very pofi- 
tive, flow, and fiifpicious 5 and, from the opinion 
of having been formerly too much dire&edy fell 
into the other extreme,* and became difficult to 
be advifed : So that few minifters had ever per- 
haps a harder gam'e to play, between the jealou- 
fy and difcontents of his friends on one fide, 
and the management of the Queen's temper o» 
the other. 

There could hardly be a firmer friendfhip, inr 
appearance, than what I obferved between thole 
three great men, who were then chiefly trufted r 
I mean the Lords of Oxford, Bolingbroke, and 
Harcourt. I remember, in the infancy of their 
power, being at the table of the firft, where they 
were all met, I could not forbear taking notice of 
the great affection they bore to each other ; and- 
faid, I would venture to prophecy, that how- 
ever inconftant our court had hitherto been, 
their miniftry would certainly laft 5 for they had 
the church, the crown, and the people, entirely 
on their fide. Then it happened, that the public 
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good, and their private intereft, Jiad the fame bot- 
tom,' which is a piece of good fortune that doth 
not always fall to the fhare of men in power : 
But, principally, becaufe I obfervcd they heai u.y 
loved one another ; and I did not fee how their 
kindnefs could be difturbed by competition, fince 
each of them feemed contented with his own 
diftrict : So that, notwithstanding the old maxim, 
which pronounceth court -friendships to be of no 
long duration, I was confident their's would laft 
as long as their lives. But, it feems, the inventov 
of that maxim happened to be a little wifer than 
I, who lived to fee this friendfhip firft degenerate 
into indifference and fufpicion, and thence cor- 
rupt into the greateft animofity and hatred y 
contrary to alt appearances, and much to the dis- 
credit of me and my fagacity. By what degrees, 
and from what caufes their difl'entions grew, I 
mall, as far as it may be lafe and convenient, 
v$ry impartially relate. 

When Mr Harley was ftabbed by Guifcard* 
the writer of a weekly paper called the Examiver % 
taking occafion to reflect on that accident, hap- 
pened to-lerfall an idle circumftance, I know not 
upon what grounds, that the French affaffin con- 
fefied he at firft intended to have murdered 
Mr Secretary St John •, who fitting at too great 
a diftance, he was forced to vent his rage on the 
other. Whether the fecretary had been, thus 
informed, or was content that others mould 
believe k, I never yet could learn : But nothing 
C 3 couLi 
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could be more unfortunate, than the tendency of 
fuch a report, which, by a very unfair divifion, 
derived the whole merit of that accident to Mr 
St John, and left Mr Harley nothing but the 
danger and the pain : Of both which although 
he had a fufficient ihare, (his phyiicians being 
often under apprchenfions for his life) yet I am 
confident the time of his illnefs was a period of 
more quiet and eafe, than he ever enjoyed during 
the reft of his administration. This report was 
not unrefented by Mr Hariey's friends ; and the 
rather becaufe the fa& was dire&ly otherwife, as 
it foon appeared by Guifcard's confeffion. 

While that minifter lay ill of his wound, and 
his life in que ft ion, the weight of bufinefs fell, 
in fome meafure, upon the Secretary, who was 
not without ambition ; which, I confefs, I have 
feldom found among the wants of great men : 
And it was conceived, that he had already enter- 
tained the thoughts of being at the head of 
affairs, in cafe Mr Harley fliould die; although, 
at the fame time, I muft do juftice to Mr St 
John, by repeating what he faid to me with 
great appearance of concern, (and he was but an 
ill diffembler) That, if Mr Harley's accident 
ihould prove fatal, it would be an irreparable 
lofe: That, as things then ftood, his life was 
abfolutely neceflary : That, as to himfelf, he was 
not matter of the fcheme by which they were to 
proceed, nor had credit enough with the Queen; 
neither did he fee how it would be poffible for 
^ them, 
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them, in fuch a cafe, to wade through die diffi- 
culties they were then under. However, not to 
be over particular in fo nice a point, thus much 
is certain, that fome things happened during Mr 
Harley's confinement, which bred a coldnefs and 
jealoufy between thofe two great men * and thefe, 
increafing by many fubfequent accidents, . could 
never be removed. 

Upon Mr Harley's recovery, which was foon 
followed by his promotion to an earldom, and 
the Treafurer's ftaff, he was earneftly prefied to 
go on with the change of employments, for,, 
which his friends and the kingdom were very 
impatient •> wherein, I am confident, he was not 
unwilling to comply, if a new incident had not 
put further difficulties in his way. The Queen 
having thought fit to take the key from the 
Duchefs of Marlborough,, it was, after fome 
time, given to another great Lady *, wholly in 
the interefts of the oppofite party $ who, by a 
moil obfequious behaviour, of which (he is a 
perfeft miftrefs, and the privileges of her place 
which gave her continual accefs, quickly won fa 
fer upon the affections of her Majefty, that fhe 
had more perfonal credit than all the Queen's 
iervants put together. Of this Lady's chara&e? 
and ftory having fpoken fo much in other 
papers, which may one day fee the light, I (hall 
onlyobierve, that, as foon as fhe was fixed in 
her ftation, the Queen, following the courfe of 

her 
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her own nature, grew daily much more difficult 
and uncomplying. Some weak endeavours were, 
indeed, ufed to divert her Majefty fVtfm this 
choice ; but fhe continued -fteady, and pleaded, 
that if fhe might not have liberty to chufe her 
own fervants, fhe could not fee what advantage 
fhe had gotten by the change of her miniftry : 
And fo little was her heart fet upon what they 
call a High-church or Tory adminiftration, that 
feveral employments in court and country, and 
a great majority in all commiffions, remained in 
the hands of thofe who mo(V oppofed the prefent 
proceedings : Nor do I remember that any re- 
moval of confequence was made, till the winter 
following, when the Earl of Nottingham was 
pleafed to prepare and offer a vote, in theHoufe / 
of Lords, againft any peace, while Spain conti- 
nued in the hands of the Bourbon family. Of 
this vote the minifters had early notice ; and, bf 
cafting up the numbers, concluded they fhouki 
have* a majority of ten to overthrow it. The 
Queen was defired, and promifed, to fpeak to 
a certain Lord who was looked upon as dubious. 
That Lord attended accordingly ; but heard not 
a word of the matter from her Majefty, although 
(he afterwards owned it was not for want of re- 
membering, but from perfect indifference. The 
Treafurer, who trufted to promifcs, and reckon- 
ed that others would truft to his, was, by a moft 
unfcafonable piece of parfimony, grofsly deceiv- 
ed % and the vote carried againft the court. The 

Queen 
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Queen had the curiofity to be prefent at the 
debate; and appeared fo little difpleafed at the 
event, or agamft thofe from whom Ihe might 
have expefted more compliance, that a * per- 
fon in high ftation among her domeftics, who, 
that day in her prefence, had (hewn his utmoft 
eloquence (fiich as it was) againft the minifters, 
received a particular f mark of diftinftion and 
favour, which, by his poft, he could not pre- 
tend to } and was not removed from her fervice, 

# but with exceeding difficulty, many months af- 
ter/ And it k certain, that this voce could not 
have been earned, if forne perfons very near her 
Majefty, had not given affurances where they 
were proper, that it would be acceptable to the 

% Queen, which her behaviour feemed to confirm. 
But when the confequences of this vote were 
calmly reprefented to her, That the limitation 
fpecified therein had wholly tied up her hands, in 
cafe, the recovery of Spain (hould be found im- 
poffible, as it was frequently allowed and owned 
by many principal leaders of the oppofite party, 
and had hitherto been vainly endeavoured, either 
by treaty or war: That the kingdom was not 
in a condition to bear any longer its burthen and 
charge, efpecially with annual additions : That 
other expedients might poffibly be found, for pre- 
venting France and Spain from being united un- 
der the fame king, according to the intent and 

letter 
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letter of the grand alliance : That the defign of this 
vote was to put her Majefty under the neceflity 
of diflbiving the parliament, beginning all things 
a-new, and placing the adminiftration in the 
hands of thofe whom fhe had thought fit to lay 
afide, and this by facrificing her prefent fervanta 
to the rage and vengeance of the former 5 with 
many other obvious confiderations, not very pro- 
per at this time to be repeated. Her Majefty* who 
was earneftly bent upon giving peace to her peo- 
ple, confented to fall upon the fole expedient 
that her own coldnefs, or the Tre^furer's thrift, 
and want or contempt of artifice, had left her § 
which was, to create a number of peers, fufficient 
to turn the balance in the Houfe of Lords. I 
confefs, that, in my hiftory of thofe times, where 
this matter, among others, is treated with a 
great deal more liberty, and confequently very 
unfit for prefent perufal, I have refined fo far 
as to conjecture, that, if this were the Trea- 
furer's counfel, he might poffibly have given it 
upon fome further views, than that of avoiding 
the confequences of my Lord Nottingham's vote. 
And what thofe were, I fuppofe, I may offer 
without offence. It is known enough, that, 
from the time of the Revolution, to the period 1 
am now fpeaking of, the favour of the court 
was almoft perpetually turned towards thofe, who, 
in the party-term, are called Whigs, or the 
Low-church j and this was a Ipace of above 
twenty years, wherein great additions were made 

te 
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to the Peerage, and the Bifiiops bench almoft 
wholly renewed. But the majority of landed 
men, ftill retaining the old church principles in 
religion and government, notwithstanding all 
endeavours to convert them, the late King was 
Tinder many infuperable difficulties during the 
cottrfe of his reign ; elections feldom fucceeding 
fo well, as to leave the court-fide without ftre- 
nuous oppofition, fufficient to carry many points 
againft him, which he had much at heart. Up- 
on the late Queen's fucceeding to the crown, the 
church-party, who feemed to have grown more 
numerous under all difcouragements, began to 
conceive hopes, that her Majefty, who had al- 
' ways profefled to favour their principles, would 
make ufe of their fervice. And, indeed, upon 
I that footing things ftood for fome time : But a 
f new war being refolved on, three perfons, who 
had moft credit with her Majefty, and who were 
then looked upon to be at leaft as high prin- 
cipled as could poffibly confift with the Pro- 
teftant fuccefiion, having confulted their friends, 
began to conceive that the military fpirit was 
much more vigorous m the other party, who 
appeared more keen againft France, more fan- 
guine upon the power and wealth of England, 
and better verfed in the arts of finding out 
funds, to which they had been fo long ufed. 
There were fome other motives for this tranfi- 
tion of the minifters at that time, which are 
more proper for the Hiftory above mentioned, 

where 
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where they are faithfully recorded. But, thus 
the Queen was brought to govern, by what they 
call a Low-church miniftry, which continued 
for feveral years : Till at length grown weary 
of the war, although carried on with great glory 
and fuccefs ; and the nation ruing into a flame, 
(whether juftly or no) upon the trial of Dr Sa- 
eheverel, which, in effect, was a general mufter 
of both parties j her Majefty, following her own 
inclinations, and thofe of her people, refolved to 
make fome changes in the miniftry, and take 
Mr Harley into her councils. This was brought 
about, as the charge againft that minifter fays, 
by the bafeft inftnuations ; upon which, being a de- 
termination of Parliament,- I (hall not difpute : 
Although I confefs to have received a very dif- 
ferent account of that matter from a moft ex- 
cellent Lady, upon whofe veracity I entirely de- 
pend ; and who, being then in chief confidence 
with her miftrefs, muft needs know a particular 
faft wherein fhe was immediately concerned and 
trufted, better than any one man or number of 
men, except the majority of a Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

When the new Parliament met, whofe elec- 
tions were left entirely to the people, without 
the leaft influence from the court, it plainly ap- 
peared how far the church party in the nation 
out-numbered the other, and efpecially in the 
feveral counties. But, in the Houfe of Lords, 
even after fome management, ^here was but a 
i weak 
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leak ud crazy 1 majority : Nor even could this 
tare been expe&ed, if feveral great Lords, who 
were always reputed of the other party, had not 
only complied, but been highly inftrumental 
in die change ; as the Dukes of Shrewsbury and 
Argyll, the Earls of Peterborough, Rivers, and 
ibme ethers, who certainly came into the Queen's 
meafures upon other motives than that of party. 
Now, fince the government of England cannot 
go on while the two Houfes of Parliament are in 
eppofition to each other ; and that the people, 
whenever they acted freely, would infallibly re- 
turn a majority of church-men : One of thefe 
two things was of neceffity to be done ; either* 
firft to diflblve that Parliament, and call another 
of the Whig-ftamp, by force of a prodigious ex- 
pence, which would be neither decent nor fafe, 
and perhaps, at that time, hardly feafible: Or 
elfe, to turn the balance in the Houfe of Lords j 
which, after the fucceis of Lord Nottingham's 
vote, was not otherwife to be done, than by 
creating a fufficient number of peers, in order 
at once to make the Queen and her people 
eafy upon that article for the reft of her reign. 
And this 1 fliould be willing to think was the 
Treafurer's meaning, when he advifed thofe ad- 
vancements \ which, however, I confefs, I did 
very much diflike. 

But if, after all I have faid, my conjecture 
fliould happen to be wrong ; yet I do not fee 
how the Treafurer can juftly be blamed for pre- 
Vol. XL D ferving 
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letting his caufe, his friends, and himfeU 
unavoidable rum, by an expedient alk>we< 
hands to be lawful. Perhaps, he was t 
under that neceffity, by the want of proj 
nagement ; but when that neceffity appesu 
ctaald not aft othcrwife, without unn 
whatever had been done ; which, in tl 
guage of thjofe timet, would have been 
detiveriog the Qweeti and kingdom bac 
the hands of a fadkm they had fo lately | 
of. And, I brieve, fid mmffl-er of an; 
wxmkl, in his <ircum(lanoes, have femj 
make the fame ftep, when the jfumnta rerx 
at ftake. 

Although the Queen was brought in 
meafure, by no other motive than her « 
defire of a peace ; yet the Treafurer's frier 
gan to prefs him, a*new, for further chai 
employments ; concluding, from what ws 
that l his credit was great enough to c< 
whatever he pkafed. But this proved to 
reafoning \ for the Queen had no diflike 
to the other party, (whatever perfonal piqt 
might bear to fome among them) furthei 
as flie-conceive4 they were bent upon cont 
the war, to which her Majefly rcfblved 1 
as fpeedy an end as fhe could with honou 
fafety to her kingdoms ; and therefore fell, 
readinefs enough, into the methods propo: 
her for advancing that great work. But, : 
peniing her favours, (he was extremely ca 
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and flow ; and, after the ufual miftake of tfcofe 
who think they hare been often impofed on, 
became fo very fufpicious, that (he overfbot the 
mark, and erred in the other extreme. When 
a perfon happened to be recommended as uieful 
for her fervice, or proper to be obliged, perhaps 
after a long delay, (he would content ; but, if 
the Treafurer offered, at the fame time, a war- 
rant, or other inftrucaent, to her already prepar- 
ed in order to be figned, becaufe he prefumed to 
reckon upon her coofent before-hand, (he would 
not ; and thus the affair would fometimes lie for 
feveral months together, although the thing were 
ever fo reafonabic, or that even the public fuf- 
fcred by the delay. So that this niinifter had no 
other remedy, but to let her Majefty take her 
own time, which never failed to be the very 
Iongeft that the nature of the thing could fuffcr 
her to defer it. 

When this promotion was made, Mr Secretary 
St John, whofe merits and pretentions, as things 
then ftood, were far fuperibr to any, was pur- 
pofery left out, becaufe the court had need bf 
his great abilities, the following feffion, in the 
Houfe of Commons ; and the peace being thea 
upon the anvil, he was beft able to explain and 
juftify the feveral fteps towards it ; which he ac- 
cordingly did, with invincible reafon, and univer- 
fal applaufe. When the feflion was over, the 
Queen thought fit to give him a title ; and, that 
he might not lofe his rank, created him Vif- 
* * D 2 count. 



m 



( 4C ) 



count. There had been an Earldom in his name 
and family, lately cxtinlt ; (though a Barony 
fell to a collateral branch in the perfon of an 
infant}; and the Secretary, being of the fame 
houfe, expected and defired the fame degree. 1 
For he reafoned, that, making him a Vifcount, 
would be but rigorous juftice, and he hoped he 
.might pretend to fome mark of favour. But the 
Queen could not be prevailed with; becaufc, to fay 
the truth, he was not much, at that time, in her 
good graces ; fome women about the court hav* 
ing infufed an opinion into her, that he was not 
ib regular in his life as he ought to be. The 
Secretary laid the whole blame of this difappoint* 
snent upon the Earl of Oxford ; and freely told 
me, that he would never depend upon the Earl's 
friendfhip as long as he lived, nor have any fur* 
ther commerce with, him, than what was neceC 
, fary for carrying on the public fervice. And 
although I have good reafon to- be affured, that 
the Treafurer was wholly innocent in this point, 
as both himfelf and Lady Mafham then protefted 
to me, yet my Lord Bolingbroke thought the 
appearances were fo ftrong, that I was never able 
to bring him over to my opinion. 

The divifions between thefe two great meg 
began to fplit the court into parties : Harcourt, 
Lord Chancellor, the Duke* of Shrewfbury and 
Argyll* Sir William Windham, and one or two 
more, adhered to the Secretary ; the reft were 
cither neuters, or inclined to the Treafurer, whe* 

the* 
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ther from policy or gratitude, although they all 
agreed to blame and lament his royfterious and 
procraftinating manner in acting; which the 
ftate of aflairs, at that time, could very ill admit, 
and muft have rendered the Eaii of Oxford in- 
cxcufable, if the Queen's obftinatc temper had 
not put him under the neceffity of exerting thofc 
talents, wherewith, it muft be confefled , his nature 
was already too well provided. 

This minifter had ftronger paffions than the* 
Secretary, but kept them under drifter govern- 
ment* My Lord Bolingbrolce was of a nature 
frank and open; and, as men of great genius- 
are fuperior to common rules, he feldom gave 
himfeif the trouble of difguifing, or fubduing his 
re&ntments, although he was ready enough to 
forget them. In matters of ftate, as the Earl was 
too referred, fo> perhaps, the other was too 
free; not from any incondnency of talk, but 
from the mere contempt of multiplying fecrets j 
although the graver counfellors imputed this 
Kberty of fpeech to vanity, or light nefs. And, 
npon the whole, no two men could differ more 
m their diverfions, their ftudies, their ways of 
tranfafting bufinefs, their choice of company, or 
manner of converfation. 

The Queen, who was well informed of thefe 
animofities among her fervants, of which her 
own dubious management had been the original 
caufe, began to find and lament the ill confe- 
quences of them in her affairs, both at home 
D 3 and 
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and atapad, aad to lay the blame upon her Trea- 
surer, whofe greateft fault, in his whole miniftry, 
was too much compliance with his Miftrefs, by 
which his meafures were often difconcerted, and 
himfelf brought under fufpicion by his friends. 

I am very confident, that this alteration ill 
the Queen's temper, towards the Earl of Ox- 
ford, could never have appeared, if he had nol 
thought fit to make one ftep in politics* which 
I have not been able to apprehend. When the 
Queen firft thought of making a change amonf 
her fervants, after Dr SacheverePs trial, Hinj 
Lady Maiham was very much heard and truftec 1 
upon that point, and it was by her interventipr 
Mr Harley was admitted into her Majefty's pre- 
fence. That Lady was then in high favour wid 
her Miftrefs, which, I believe, the Earl was no' 
fo very fedulous to cultivate or preferve, as if h< 
had it much at heart ; nor was altogether forry 
when he faw it; under fome degree of declination 
The reafons for this muft be drawn from th< 
common nature of mankind, and the incompati 
bility of power : But the juncture was not favour 
able^for fuch a refinement, becaufe it was earl; 
known to all, who had but looked into the court 
that this Lady muft have a fucceflbr, who, upoi 
pique and principle, would do all in her powe: 
to obftruft his proceedings. My Lady Mafhan 
was a perfon of a plain found underftanding 5 o 
great truth and fincerity,- without the leaft mix 
ture of falfehood or difguife 5 of an honeft bold 

nef 



€ 43 > 



ads and courage, fixperior to her fez ; Srm and 
difinterefted in her frkndlhip, and full of love* 
doty, and veneration, for the Queen her Mi£» 
trefs .: talents as fektom found, or fought for in 
a court, as unlikely to thrive while they are 
there : So that nothing could be more unfbrtu* 
nate to the public, than a coldneft between this 
lady and the firft mmifter ; nor a greater miftake 
in the latter, than to fuffer or connive at the lef- 
fcning of her credit, which he quickly (aw re* 
moved very difadvantageoufly to another # ob* 
je&, and wanted -the cffe&s of, when bis own was 
&nk in the only domeftic affair for which I ever 
knew him under any concern. 

While the Queen's favour to the Earl was 
thus gradually leflcning, the breaches between 
him and his friends grew every day wider, which 
he looked upon with great indifference, and 
feemed to have his thoughts only turned upoil 
finding out fome proper opportunity for deliver- 
ing up his ftaff : But this her Majefty would not 
then admit ; becaufe, indeed, it was not eafy to 
determine who (hould fucceed him. 
• In the midft of thefc difpofitions at court, the 
Queen fell dangeroufly fick at Windfor, about 
Chriftmas 1713. It was confidently reported in 
town, that fhe was dead ; and the heads of the 
expeftmg party were faid to have various meet- 
ings thereupon, and a great hurrying of chairs 
and coaches to and from the Earl of Wharton's 

houle. 
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houfe. Whether this were trite, or not, yet thus 
much is certain, that the expreffions of joy ap- 
peared very frequent and loud among many of 
that party ; which proceeding men of form did* 
not allow to be altogether decent. A meflenger 
was immediately difpatched, with an account of 
the Queen's illnefs, to the Treafurer, who was 
then in town ; and, in order to ftop the report 
of her death, appeared next day abroad in his 
chariot with a pair of horfes, and did not go* 
down to Windfor till his ufual time. Upon his 
arrival there, the danger was over, but not the 
. fright, which ftill fat on every body's face ; and 
the account given of the confufion and diftrac- 
tion the whole court had been under, is hardly 
to be conceived. Upon which the Treafurer faid 
to me, " Whenever any thing ails the Queen* 
" thefe people are out of their wits ; and yet 
u they* are fa thoughtlefs, that, as foon as fhe is 
" well, they aft as if (he were immortal." I had 
fufficient reafon, both before and fince, to allow 
his obfervation to be true, and that fome fhare of 
it might with juftice be applied to himfelf. 

The Queen had early notice of this behaviour 
among the difcontented leaders, during her ill- 
nefs. It was, indeed, an afiair of fuch a na- 
ture, as required no aggravation ; which how- 
ever would not have been wanting, the women 
of both parties, who then attended her Majeftyy , 
being well difpofed to reprefent it in the ftrong- 
cft light. The refult was, that the uecn imme- 
diately 
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diately laid afide all her fchcmes and viiions of 
reconciling the two oppofite interefts, and enter- 
ed upon a firm refolution of adhering to the old 
Englifh principles, from an opinion that the ad- 
verfe party waited impatiently for her death, up* 
on views little confifting (as the language and o* 
pinion west then) with the fafety of the conftitu- 
tion* either in church or ftate. She, therefore, 
determined to fall into all juft and .proper me- 
thods, that her minifters fhould advife her toi, 
for the prefcrvation and continuance of both. 
This I was quickly allured of, not only by the 
Lord Chancellor, and Lord Bolingbroke, but by 
the Treafurer himfelf. 

I confefs myfelf to have been then thoroughly 
perfuaded, that this incident would perfectly re- 
concile the minifters, by uniting them in purfu- 
ing one general intereft ; and confidering no far*, 
ther than what was fitted to be done, I could not 
eafily forefee any objections* or difficulties, that 
the Earl of Oxford would make. I had, for 
fame time, endeavoured to cultivate the drifted 
friendfliip between him and the * General, by 
telling both of them, (which happened to be the 
truth) how kindly they fpoke of each other $ 
and by convincing the latter* of what advantage 
fuch an union muft be to her Majefty's fervice* 
There was an affair, upon which all our friends 
laid a more than ordinary weight. Among the 
horfe and foot guards appointed to attend on the 
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xklly in the Houfe of Lords. By what I could 
gather from feveral difcourfes with the Trea- 
fiirer, it was not very difficult to find out how 
he reafoned with himfclf. The church-party 
continued violently bent to have fome neceffary 
removals made in the guards, as well as a fur- 
ther change in the civil employments through 
the kingdom. All the great officers about the 
court, or in her Majefty's fervice, except the 
Duke of Shrewfbury, and one or two more, were 
in the fame opinion ; the Queen herfelf, fince her 
laft illnefs at Windfor, had the like dHpofitions ; 
and, I think, it may appear from feveral paffage* 
already mentioned, that the blame of thofe de- 
lays, fo often complained of, did not originally 
lie at the Earl of Oxford's door. But the ftate 
of things was very muck changed by feverat 
incidents : The Chancellor, Lord Bolingbroke, 
and Lady Mafham., had entirely forfaken him, 
upon fufpicions I have mentioned before ; which* 
although they were founded on miftake, yet 
he would never be at the pains to clear: And, 
as he J6rft- leflened his confidence with the 
Queen, by preffing her upon thofe very points, 
for which his friends accufed him that they 
were not performed ; fo, upon her change 
of fentiments, after her recovery, he loft all 
favour and credit with her, for not feconding 
thofe new refolutibns from which flie had for- 
merly been fo averfe. Befidcs, he knew as well, 
as all others who were near the court, that it 
x was 
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ing fome days after with him upon the feme fub- 
jei\ after great expreffions of dtcem and friend* 
(Up for the Duke of Qrcnond, and mention* 
iag fonae ill treatment he had received from hit 
friends, he faid, he knew not why he would do 
other people's work. The truth is, that, except 
the Duke, my Lord Trevor, and Mr. Secretary 
Bromley, 1 could not find he had one friend 
left of any coafequence in her Majefty's fervicc. 
The. Lord Chancellor, Lord Bolingbroke, and 
Lady Mafham, openly' declared againft bin : 
To whom were joined die Bifliop of * Rochefter, 
and fome others. Dartmouth, then Privy-feat, 
and Paulet, Lord Steward, ftood neuters. The 
Duke of Shrewibury hated the Treafurer, but 
facrifioed all refentments to eafc, profit -and pow- 
er \ and was then in Ireland acting a part direct- 
ly oppofite to the court, which he had fagacity 
enough to forefee might quickly turn to ac- 
count : So that the Earl of Oxford ftood almoft 
Angle, and every day found a vifible declenfion 
of the -Queen's favour towards him ; which he 
took but little care to redrefs, defiring nothing 
Co much as leave to deliver up his ftafF. Which, 
however, as conjectures then ftood, he was not 
Ale to obtain j his adverfaries not having deter- 
mined where to place it : Neither was it, upon 
feveral accounts, a work fo proper to be done^ 
while the Parliament fate, where the minrftry 
had already loft too much reputation, and efpe- 
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which To llncerc a friend might reafonabiy haft 
expected. Neither, perhaps, would a recon- 
cilement have been an affair of much difficul- 
ty, if their, friends on both fides had not too 
much obierved the common prudential forms of 
not caring to intermeddle t which, together with 
the addition of a fhrug, was the conftant an- 
fwer I received from moftof them, whenever I 
prefled them upon the fubjed. I cannot teU 
whether my Lord Trevor may be excepted, be- 
caufe I had little acquaintance with him, al- 
though I am inclined to the negative. Mr Prior, 
who was much loved and cfteenied by them both, 
as he well deferved, upon the account of every 
virtue that can qualify a man for private conver- 
sation, might have been the propereft perfon 
for fuch a work, if he ccmld have thought it to 
confift with the prudence of a courtier \ but, 
however, he was abient, in France, at thofe junc- 
tures when it was chiefly necefiary. And to fay 
the truth, moft perfons had fo avowedly declared 
themfelves on one fide or the other, that theft 
two great men had not already a common friend 
left, except myfelf. I had ever been treated with 
great kindnefs by them both; and I conceived, 
that what 1 wanted in weight and credit, might 
be made up with fincerity and freedom. The 
former they never doubted, and the latter they 
had conftant experience of. I had managed be- 
tween them for almoft two years ; and their can* 
dour was. fo great, that they had not the leaft 
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jeakrafy or fufpicion of me. And I thought I 
had done wonders, when, upon the Queen's be* 
ing laft at Windfor, I put them in a coacb, to go 
thither by appointment without other company j 
where they would have four hours time to come 
to a good underftanding ; but, in two days after, 
I learned from them both, that nothing was done. 

There had been three bifhoprics for foxne time 
vacant in Ireland ; and I had prevailed on the Earl 
of Oxford, that one of them fliould be divided. 
Accordingly, four divines of that kingdom were 
named to the Queen, and approved by her ; but, 
upon forae difficulties not worth mentioning, the 
Queen's mandatory letters to Ireland had been 
delayed : I prefled the Treafurer every week 
while her Majefty was at Windfor, and every 
day after her return, to finiih this affair, as a 
point of jjreat confequence to the church in that 
kingdom; and, growing at length impatient of 
fb many excufes, I fell into fome paffion* when 
his Lordihip freely told me, that he had been 
earned with the Queen, upon that matter, about 
ten times the laft fortnight, but without effect \ 
and that he found his credit wholly at an end. 
This happened about eleven weeks before the 
Queen died : And, two nights after, fitting with 
him and Lord Bolingbroke, in Lady Mafliam's 
lodgings at St James's, for fome hours ; I told 
the Treafurer, that, having defpaired of any re- 
conciliation between them, I had only ftaid fome 
time longer to forward the difpofal of thofe 
£ 2 bilhoprics 
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bifhoprics in Ireland, which fince his Lordfhip 
told me was out of his power. I now refolved to 
retire immediately, as from an evil 1 could nei- 
ther help to redrefs, nor endure the fight of: 
That, before I left them, I defired they would 
anfwer me two queftions : Firft, Whether thefe 
mifchiefs might not be remedied in tw6 minutes I 
and, iecondly, Whether, upon the prefent foot, 
the miniftry would not be infallibly ruined in twct 
months r Lord Bolingbroke anfwered to each 
queftion in the affirmative, and approved of my 
resolution to retire j but the Treafurer, after his 
manner, evaded both, and only defired me to 
dine with him next day. However, I immediate- 
ly went down to a friend in Berkfhire, to awak 
the iflue, which ended in the removal of my 
Lord Treafurer, and, three days after, in her 
Majefty's death. ^ 

Thus I have, with fome pains, recollected fe. 
veral paffages, which I thought were nio(i mate- 
rial for the fatisfadtion of thofe who 'appear 
much at a lofs upon the unaccountable quarrels 
of the late miniftry. For, indeed, it looked like 
a riddle, to fee perfons of great and undifputed 
abilities, called by the Queen to" her fervice, in 
the place of others, with whofe proceedings fhe 
was difgufted, and with great fatisfac'tion to 
the clergy, the landed intereft, and body of the 
people, running on a fudden, into fuch a com- 
mon beaten court track of ruin, by divifions &• 
incog themfelves 5 not only without, a vifible 
* caufc, 
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csmfc, but with the ftrongeft appearances to the 
contrary, and without any refuge to the ufuai 
cxcufe of evil inftruments, or cunning adver- 
saries, to blow the coals of diflention \ for the 
work was entirely their own. 

I impute the caufc of thefe misfortunes to the 
Queen, from the variety of hands (he had 

employed,' and reafonings ihe had heard fince 
her coming to the crown, was grown, very fond 
of moderating fchemes, which, as things then 
flood, were by no means reducible to pra&tce : 
She had Hkewife a good (hare of that adherence 
to her own opinions, which b ufuaiiy charged 
vpon heir fex $ and* laftly, (as I before obferv- 
ed) having, received fome hints that ihe had for- 
merly been too much governed, Ihe grew very 
difficult to be advifed. 

The next in fault was the Treafurer, who, not: 
being able to influence the Queen in many; 
points, with relation to party, which his friends 
and the kingdom ieemed to have much at heart,, 
would need* take all the blame on himlelf ; from, 
a known principle of ftate-prudence, that a firft. 
minifter rauft always preferve the reputation of 
power : But I have ever thought, that there are 
few maxima in politics, which* at, fome conr 
jun&ures, may not be verf Liable taan exception. 
The Queen was by no* means inclined to make 
many changes in employments $ (he was pofitive; 
in her nature, and extremely given to delay. 
.And fiirely thefe were no proper qualities for a. 
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chief knlnifter to perfoliate towards his near* 
eft friends, who were brought into employment 
upon very different views and promifes. New 
tould any reputation of power he trorth pre* 
fervirig, at the expence of bringing fincertty into 
^utftion. I remember, upon a Saturday, when 
the minifters, and one or two friers of the 
Treafurer, constantly met to dine, at his houie* 
one of the company attacked him very warmly, 
On account that a certain Lord, who perpetually 
oppoled the Queen's meafores, was not difmiflod 
from a great employment/ which, befides othet 
advantages, gave that Lord the power of' chut 
ing federal members of parliament* The Trea* 
furer evaded the matter wkh his ufual anfwer^ 
diat this was whipping d*y: Upon whkji the 
Secretary Bolingbroke, turning to me, faid, It 
was a rrange thing that my Lord Oxford would 
not be fo kind to his friends, and ib juft to hi 
own innocence, as to vindicate htrafelf "where lie 
had no blame \ for, to his knowledge, and the 
Chancellor's, (who was then alio prefent), the 
Treafurer had frequently and earneftly moved 
the Queen upon that vfery point, without cBcA r 
Wheretipon the minifter, finding himfelf prefied 
fo far, told the company, that he had at laft 
prevailed with her Majfcfty, and the thing would 
be done in two days, which followed accordingly. 
I mention this, fatt as an inftanoc of the Earl of 
Oxford's difpofition to preferve fome reputation? 
of power in bimfclf, and remove ail blame from. 
a - the 
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the Queen ; and this, to my particular know* 
ledge, was a frequent cafe; but how far juftifiable 
in point of prudence* I have already given my 
opinion. However, the Treafurer's friends were 
yet much more to blame than himfelf : He had 
abundance of merit with them all, not only upon 
account ot the public, the whole change of the 
triiniftry having been effected, without any kit*. 
vention of thdr's, by him and Lady MaihanVj 
but, KkewHe, from the confequence of that 
change, whereby the greateft employments of 
the kingdom were divided among them; and 
therefore* in common juftice, as well as prudence^ 
they ought to have been more indulgent to his 
real failings, rather than fufpeft him of imagi* 
nary ones, as they often did, through igno*- 
rance, refinement, or tniftake : And I mention 
it to the honour of the Secretary Bofingbroke, 
ms well as of the Treasurer, that bating myfel4 
upon many ocoafions, joined with the former 
in quarrelling with the Earl's condu& upon cert- 
tain points, the Secretary would, in a little time 
after, frankly own that he was altogether mik 
taken. 

Lafttyv * cannot eacufe the remHtbefs of thoft 
whole bufinefs k fhcmM have been, as k certain*- 
ly was their intereft, «► have interpofad their 
^ood offices for healing this unhappy breach 
among the minifters : But of this I have already 
ipokeru 
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CHAP. If. 

. Written about a year after. 

: " . . . : j ' ' ' . : 

TTAVING proceeded ithus far, I thought 
t JL X it would be unneceflary to fay any thing 
upon the other head, relating to the defign of 
bringing in the Pretender : For, upon the Earl* 
j©£ Oxford's impeachment, the gentlemen of the 
.prevailing fide allured me, that die whole myftc* 
ryi would be foon laid open to the world, and 
were ready to place the merit of their caufe upon 
that iffiie. This difecwery we all expected from 
the report of the Secret Committee i But, when 
the treatife appeared, (whoever were the comt 
pilers) we found k rather, to .be /the- work of. a 
luxuriant fancy r an abfolute ftate<-pamphlet, . ar* 
gaing for a caufe, than a dry recital of facts, or 
a tranfeript of letters ; and for what related to 
the Pretender,, the authors contented themfelves 
with informing the public, that the whole in* 
trigue was privately carried on in perfonal trea- 
ties between the Ear} of Oxford and the Abbe 
.Gaultifcr j. which muft needs be. a do&pine hard 
of digeftion to thofe who have the lead know- 
ledge either of the Earl or tfct; Abbe, or upon 
what foot the latter ftood at that time with the 
Eoglifh mmiftry- I conceive, that whoever is at 
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diftance enough to be out of fear either of a vote 
or a meffenger, wiH be as eafily brought to be- 
lieve all the Popifh legends together. And to 
make fuch. act aflertion, in a public report de- 
livered to the Houfe of Commons, without the 
kaft attempt to prove it, will fome time or 
other be reckoned fuch a ftrain upon truth and 
probability, as is hard to be equalled in a Spanifh 
romance. I think it will be allowed, that the 
•rticles of high treafon drawn up againft the 
Earl, were not altogether founded upon the re* 
port; or at leaft, that thofe important hints about 
bringing in the Pretender, were more proper ma^ 
terials to furnifh out a pamphlet, than an im- 
peachment, fince this accufation hath no part 
even among the high crimes and mifdemeanors. 

But, notwithstanding all this, and that the 
Earl of Oxford, after two years residence in the 
Tower, was at length difmifled without any 
trial; yet the reproach ftill went on, that the 
"Queen's laft miniftry, in concert with their 
Miftrefs, were deeply engaged an a defign to fet 
the Pretender upon the throne. The cultivat- 
ing of which accufation, I impute to the great 
goodnefs of thofe in power, who are fo gracious 
to affign a reafon, or at leaft give a countenance 
for that fudden and univerfal fweep they thought 
fit to make on their firft appearance ; whereas 
they might as* well have fpared that ceremony, 
by a fliort recourfe to the royal prerogative, 
which gives every prince a liberty of chufing 
what fervants be will. 

There 
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* There are two points which I believe myfelf 
able to make out, Firft, That neither the late 
Queen, nor her minifterS; did ever entertain a de- 
fign of bringing in the Pretender during her Ma* 
jetty's life, or that he (hould fuccced after her 
deceafe. 

Secondly, That if they conceived fuch a defign* 
h was abfolutely neceflary to profecute it fiom 
the firft year of their miniftry ; bccaufe, for at 
leaft a year before the Queen's death, it waa 
impofiible to have put fuch a defign in execution. 

I muft premife with three circumftances, which 
have a great effect on me, and muft have the 
tike upon thofe among my friends who have 
any tolerable opinion of my veracity, and it is 
only to thofe that I offer them. 

I remember, during the late treaty of peace, 
difcourfing at feveral times with fome very emi- 
nent perfons of the oppofite fide, with whom I 
had long acquaintance, I aficed them ferioufiy, 
whether they, or any of their friends, did in ear* 
neft believe, or fufpelt, the Queen, or the mi- 
niftry, to have any favourable regards towards 
the Pretender ? They all confeffed for them- 
felves, that they believed nothing of the matter : 
And particularly, a perfon, at prefent in great 
employment, faid to me with much franknc&* 
€S You fet up the Church and Sacheverel againft 
us, and we fet up Trade and the Pretender 
againft you." 

The fecond point I would obferve is this* That 
during the courfe of the late miniftry, upon 00 
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ifion of tlie libels every day thrown about, I 
ad the curiofity to aflt almoft erery perfon ia 
reat employment, whether they knew, or had 
card, of any one particular man (except thole 
rho profeffed to be Nonjurors) that difcovered 
k leaft inclination towards the Pretender ; and 
ih* whole number they could mufter up did not 
amount to above five or fix* among which one 
was a certain old Lord lately dead, and one a 
private gentleman, of little confequence, .and of 
a broken fortune : Tet I do not believe myfelf 
to have omitted any one great man that came id 
my way, except the Duke of Buckingham, in 
whofe company I never was above once or twice 
at moft* I am, therefore, as confident as a man 
can be of any truth which will not admit a dc- 
monfiration, that, upon the Queen's death, if 
we may except Papifts and Nonjurors, there 
could not be five hundred perfons in England, 
^>f all ranks, who had any thoughts of the Pre- 
tender, and, among thefe, not fix of any quality 
or confequence :. But how it hath come to paft 
that feveral millions are faid to have fince chan- 
ged their fentiments, it (hall npt be my part to 
enquire. 

The laft point is of the fame ftrain ; and I of- 
fer it, like the two former, to convince, only 
thofe who are willing to believe nie on my own 
word : That having been, for the fpace of al- 
moft four years, very nearly and perpetually con- 
vcrfant with thofe who had the greateft fhare of 
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power, and this in their times of leifure as well 
as bufinefs, I could never hear one fingle word 
to be let fall in favour of the Pretender, akho 9 
I was curious enough to obferve, in a particular 
manner, what pafled upon that fubjed. And I 
cannot but think, that if fuch an affair had 
been in agitation, I muft have had either very 
bad luck, or a very fmall (hare of common un- 
derftanding, not to have difcovered (bme grounds 
at leaft for fufpicion : Becaufe I never yet knew 
a minifter of ftate, or indeed any other man, fb 
great a mafter of fecrecy, as to be able, among 
thofe he nearly converted with, wholly to con* 
ceal his opinions, however he may cover his de- 
signs. This I fay, upon a fuppofition that they 
would have held on the maflc always before me, 
which, however, I have no reafon to believe. 
And, I confefs, it is with the expence of fomc 
patience that I hear this matter fummarily deter- 
mined by thofe who had no advantages of know- 
ing any thing that pafled, otherwife than what 
they found in a lybel or a cofFee-houfe ; or, at 
beft, from general rcafonings built upon mifta* 
ken fafts. Now, although what I have hither* 
to faid upon this point can have no influence 
further than my own perfonal credit reacheth, 
yet, I confefs, I {hall never be brought to change 
my opinion, till feme one, who had more op* 
portunities than I, will be able to produce any 
fingle particular from the letters, the difcourfes, 
or the a&ions of thofe minifters, as a proof of 
i what 
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rkat they alledge, which hath not yet been at- 
empted or pretended. 

But, I believe, there may be feveral arguments 
tf another nature produced, which can make it 
very evident, to thofe who wiU hear reafon, that 
the Queen's minifters never had it in their 
Noughts to alter the fuccefflon of the crown. 

For, firft, when her Majefty had determined 
to change her fervants, h is very well known, 
tot thofe whom fhe appointed to fucceed them, 
were generally accounted favourers of what is 
called the Low-church party ; not only my Lords 
Oxford, BoJingbroke, and Harcourt, but a great 
majority of the reft : Among which I can imme- 
diately name the Dukes of Shrewfbury, New- 
caftle, and Argyll ; the Earls of Peterborough, 
Rivera, Stratford, Hay, and Orrery ; the Lords 
Manfel and Mafliara, with feveral others whom 
1 cannot at prefent recollect* Whereas, of the 
other party, the Dukes of Ormond and Buck- 
ingham, and the Earl of Darmouth, were the 
only perfon* introduced at firft, and very few 
afterwards : Which, I fuppofe, will clearly evince, 
that the bringing in of the Pretender was not the 
original fcheme of inch minifters, and that they 
were by no means proper inftruments for fuch a 
work. 

And whoever knew any thing of the Queen's 
dnpofition, muft believe flie had no inclinations 
at all in favour of the Pretender. She was highly 
and publicly difpkafed with my Lord Boling- 
Vol. XI. F broke, 
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broke, becaufe he was. feen under the fame roof 
with that perfon at an opera, when his Lbrdflrip 
was fent to France upon fome difficulties about 
the peace: Her Majefty faid, that 4ie ought im- 
mediately to have withdrawn, upon the ap- 
pearance of the other $ wherein, to' fpeak with 
freedom, I think her judgment was a little mif- 
taken. And, at her toilet, among her women, 
when • mention happened to be made of the 
Chevalier, (he would frequently let fall expreC- 
fions of fuch a nature, that made it manifcft 
how little flie deferved thofe reproaches which 
^ave been caft on her fiace her death, upc»n that 
account. 

Befides, 1 have already faid, that her Majefty 
began thofe changes at court, for no other caufc 
than her perfonai difpleafure agajnft a certain 
family, and their allies ; and, from the hope (he 
bad to obtain a peace, by the removal of fome 
whofe intereft it was to obftruft it 4 That when 
the former Chancellor, Prefident, and others 
came to her, determined to deliver up their em- 
ployments, fhe preffed them fomewhat more 
than it became her dignity, to continue in their 
ftations ; of which, I fuppofe, my Lord Cowper 
is yet a living witnefs. . 

I am forced to repeat what I have before ob- 
fei'ved, that it was with*he utmoft difficulty (he 
could be ever perfuaded to difmifs any perfon 
upon the fcore of party and that ihe drove her 
xninifters into the jjreateft diftrefs, upon my 

Lord 
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Lord Nottingham's vote againft any peace with^ 
out Spain ; for want of fpeaking to one or two 
depending Lords, although with the laft danger 
of breaking the meafures (he was moft fond of 
towards fettling the repofe of Europe. She had; 
befides, upon the removal of the Duchefs of 
Marlborough, chofen another great Lady * to 
fucceed, who quickly grew into higher credit 
than all her minifters together : a lady openly 
profeffing the utmoft averfion from the perfons, 
the principles, and meafures of thole who were 
then in poweis— and excelling all, even of her 
own fex, in every art of infinuation : And this 
her Majefty thought fit to do, in oppofitidn to 
the ftrongeft reprefentations that could poffibly 
be made to her, of the inconveniencies which 
would enfue. . Her only objection againft feveral 
clergymen, recommended to her for promotions 
in the church, was their being too violent in 
party. And a Lady in high favour with her, 
hath frequendy^ allured rae, that whenever fhe 
moved the Queen to difcard fome perfons, who* 
upon all occafions, with great virulence, oppofed 
the court ; her Majefty would conftantly refufe, 
and, at the fame time, condemn her for too 
much party-zeal. 

But, befide ail this, there never was a more 
ftale or antiquated caufe than that of the Pre- 
tender, at the time when her Majefty chofe he» 
laft minifters, who were moft of them children 

- ; F 2; 0V 
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4sr youths, when King James II. abdicated : 
They found a prince upon the throne, before 
they were of years to trouble themfehres* with 
peculations upon government and, coofequent- 
l|v could hare no fcruplcs of confidence in fab* 
mining to the prefetit powers, llncc they hardly 
wroembered any other. And, truly, thii w*t 
in genial the. cafe of the tfhiofa hmgdofrt: For 
the adhereiits of King Jame* IL were aft either 
4ead or in exik, Or funk hi obfctirhy, laden witip, 
years and want; fo that if any guilt were coal 
tra&ed by the Revolution, it wa* generally ua*» 
derftbod, that our anceftofs were only to infwer 
for it. And I am confident, with an efcceptioA 
to profedbd Nonjurors, there was not one main 
in ten thoufand, through England, who had 
Other fentiments. Nor can the contrary opinion 
be defended, by argufoig the prodigious difeffec* 
tion at prefect $ becaufe the fam<i thing hath 
happened before, from the fame caufes, in btor 
own cotttitry, and within the memory of rnan, 
although not with the feme event. 

But fiieh a difjdFeftion could hardly have been 
faifed againft an abfent prince, who was only in 
tsxpe&atidii of the throne ; and, indeed, I cannot 
but reckon it as a very ftrong argument For the 
good difpofition, both in the miniflry and king- 
dom., towards the Houfe of Hanover, that, dur- 
ing my Lgrd Oxford's adminiftration, there was 
never thrown out the Jeaft reflection againft that 
aiuftrious Houfe, in any libel or pamphlet ; 
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which wd«kl hardly iiave happened, if the frnail 
pajty^wiuters cot*ld have thought, thac, by fuch a 
f^rfikwanc*, *feey would have fna<£e their coqr{ 
to tfeoft ia p9«W* fl«d ^hich would certahtfj 
feave been a. ?ery «feftd freHminary, if any at- 
tempt had been rotondsd towards altering tb* 
^ccc^oato the crown. But, however, to fay 
the troth* inredhres againft the abfent, and with 
Whom, we ha*e nothing to do, although they 
may sender pepfons Ikrie and contemptible, can. 
hardly aaabe thetn. odious : For hatred is produ* 
ced by motives of a very different nature, as ex<r 
pcrioace hath fbewtu And although politicians 
affirm it more eligible for a prince to be hated 
than dqfpifed, yet that maxim is better calculated 
for an abfotute monarchy, than for the climate 
w£ England: But. I am fenfibk this is adigrc& 
fion ; therefore I return* 

The treaties made by her Majefty with France 
andBpato, wore calculated in fevcral points direct* 
ff againfi: the Pretender, as he hath now found 
to his coflv and^s it is manifeft to all the world :. 
JWther^ould any thing be more fuperficial, than, 
site politics of thofe who could be brought tt» 
think, that the Regent of France would ever en- 
gage in meafares againft the prefent King of Eng- 
land $ and how the- grimace of an ambafladorY 
taking Or net taking his public characTsr, as in 
the eafe of the larl of Stair, fhould ferve fo : 
fang for an amu&ment* 'camiot fufficicntly be 
Wondered at. What- can be plainer, than that 
E 3 the: 
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Ac chief intercft of the Duke of Orleans, b 
woven and twitted with that of King George ? 
and this, Whether it fhall be thought convenient 
to fuffer the young King of France to live long- 
er, or not i For, in the fecond cafe, the Regent 
jperfe&ly agrees with our prefent Sling, in this 
particular circumftance, that the whole order of 
fucceffion hath been broken for his fake ; by 
which means he likewife will be encumbered 
with a Pretender, and thereby engaged, upon the 
ftrongeft motives, to prevent the union' of France 
and Spain under one monarch. And, even in 
the other cafe, the chance of a boy's life, and his 
leaving heirs-male of his body, is ib dubious, 
that the hopes of a crown to the Regent, or his 
children, will certainly keep that Prince, as long 
his power continues, very firm in his alliance 
with England. 

* And as this defign was originally intended and 
avowed by the Queen's minifters, in their treaties 
with France and^Spaki, fo the events have fully 
anfwered in every particular. The prefent King 
focceeded to thefe crowns with as hearty and 
tiniverfal a difpofition of the people, as could 
poffibly conftft with the grief for the lofs of 
fo gracious and excellent a princefs as her late 
•Majefty. The parliament was mod unanimous, in 
doing every thing that could endear them, to a . 
new monarch. The general peace did entirely 
put an end to any defign which France or Spain 
jnight probably have laid, to make a diverfion by 
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on upon Scotland, with the Pretender at 
i, in cafe her Majefty had happened to 
ng tHe courfe of the war : And, upon 
h of tlxe late French K}ngy-rtfc Duke of 
; fell immediately into the ftricteft mea- 
ith England ; as the Queen and her mi- 
eafily forefaw it would be neceflary for 
do, from every reafon that could regard 
m intereft. ' If the Queen had died but a 
time before the peace, and either of the 
reat powers engaged againft us had thought 
have thrown fome troops into Scotland, al- 
;h it could not have been a very agreeable 
mftance to a fuccefibr and a ftranger, yet 
niverfal inclinations at that time in England, 
rds the Houfe of Hanover, would, in all 
ability, have prevented the confequences of 
an enterprize. But, on the other £de, if 
war had continued a year longer than her 
Ay's life, and the fame caufes had been ap» 
i to produce the fame effefts upon the affec- 
; of the people, the -iffuc muft inevitably have 
, either a long and bloody civil war, or a fud- 
rcvolution. So that no incident could have 
ed more effectual, to fortify the prefent 
fs title, and fecure his poffeffion, than that 
peace fo much exploded by one party, and 
iftly celebrated by the other ; in continuing 
iclare which opinions, under the prefent fi- 
on of things, it is not very improbable that 
may both be in jcfL 

But 
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But if any articles of that peace were iBw ** 
endanger the Protcftant fiKxeffion, how <ou& 
it come to pais, that the Dutch* who were 
guarantees of that Jucceffion* and vataed for 
wealous defenders of k, fnould be To ready with 
their offers- to comply with every article, *a4 
this far no greater a reward than a {hare in the 
the Aftiento trade, which the oppofers of peact 
reprefented to be only a trifle ? That the &4 
is true, I appeal to MomSeur de Buys, who* epr 
xkk fome difficulties the miniftry were binder bf 
the Earl of N6ttingham*s vote againft any peacf 
*white Spain continued in the Bourbon family* 
undertook to make that matter 'r&fy, by gotting. 
a foil approbation from the States, his matters, 
of ail her Majefty's proceedings, provided tkef 
might be fltarers in that trade. I can add this, 
further, that fome months after the eoodufioav 
Df the peace, and amidft • ail the appearing dhS 
-contents of the Dutch, a gentleman who had 
*>ng refided ki Holland, and was occa£onall]r 
employed by the rainifters here, affured me, that 
ike had power from the Fenfioner to treat with* 
the Earl of Oxford, about fending hither an «a> 
traordinory embaffy from Holland, to declare 
*hat the States were fully Satisfied with the whole 
plan ef the peace, upon certain conditions, which 
were eafy and honourable, and fuchas had no* 
relation at ail to the Pretender. How this hap* 
pened to fail, I never enquired, nor had any 
difcourfe about it with, thofe in power. For 

them 
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An the affairs were growing defpe rate, by their 
(parrels among themfelves, and by the Earl of 
Oiford's decimation m the Queen's favour ; both 
which became fo public, as welt as her Majefty'ii 
W ftate of health,. that, I fuppofe, thofe eir- 
canftaaces might eaffiy cool the Dutch pofiti- 
ctaaa hi that purfuit. 

1 remember to hfrvc heard it objected agamft the 
hte tftimftry, as ail mftarice of their incfinatkm 
tawasds the Pretender, that they were eateteft 
ift cultivating a good, correfpondenee with the 
Houfe of Hanover : And, on the other fide, I 
know very well, what continual pains were caw 
' ployed to fatisfy and inform the Elector, and hfe 
ramifters, in every ftep taken by her Majefty 5 and 
what offers were made to his Highncfs, for any 
further fecurtties of the fucceffion in him and hfe 
finally, that could confift with the honour and 
' (afcty of the Queen. To this purpofe were aH 
\ the idftrWUons givca to Earl Rivers, Mr Tho- 
mas Harley, Lord CUrendott, and fome others* 
But ail eadeatoura were rendered abortive by a 
fboltfh cbtumftance, which hath often made me 
remeanber the common obfervation, of the great* 
eft events depending frequently upon the lowed, 
vileft, and obfeureft caufes : And this is never 
more verified than ia courts, and the hTues of 
public affairs, whereof I could produce, from my 
own knowledge and obfervation, three or four 
very furprifing inftances. I have feen an old # 

bed* 

* Mrs Foiflbn, neceflary-woman to the Qoeen, preferred td 
that employment by my Lady Malham* 
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bed-maker, by officioufly going to one door, 
•when gratitude as well as common fenfe fhouid 
have fent her to another, become the inftrument 
of putting the nation to the expence of fome 
thoufand lives, and feveral millions of money* 
I have known as great an event from the ftu- 
pidity or wilfuinefs of a beggarly Dutchman # , 
who lingered on purpofe half an hour at a vifit, 
jrhen he had promifed to be fomewhere elfe. Of 
no greater dignity was that circumftance, which 
rendered ineffe&ual all endeavours of the late mi* 
niftry, to eftablifh themfelves in the good graces 
of the court of Hanover, as I (hall particularly 
relate in another work. It may fuffice to hint at 
prefent, that a delay in conveying a very incon- 
fiderabie fum, to a very inconfiderable French 
vagrant f, gave the opportunity to a more in- 
duftrious party, of corrupting that channel, thro 9 
which all the ideas of the difpofitions and defigns 
of the Queen, the minifters, and the whole Bri- 
ri£h nation, were conveyed. 
. The fecond point which I conceive royfetf able 
to make out, is this : That if the Queen's mi- 
nifters had, with or without the knowledge of 
their Miftrefs, entertained any thoughts of alter- 
ing the fucceffion in favour of the Pretender, it 
was abfolutely neceflary for them to have begun, 

§ and 

* Carew Lord Hunfdcn, born and bred in Holland. 

f Robithah, then at Hanover, but in the fcrvice of fome 
other German Prince, it is not known how, jot intp Come 
credit with the Ekftor. 
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fecnted "that deiign, as foon as they came 
Majefty's fervke. 

e were two circumftances which would 
ade it neeeflary for them to have loft no 
Firft, becaufe it was a work that could not 
' be done on a fudden : For the whole na- 
Imoft to a man, excepting profeflcd Non- 
had conceived the utmoft abhorence of a 
. fucceflbr ; and, as I have already obfcrved, 
uple of conference, upon the point of loyal- 
s wholly confined to a few antiquated Non- 
, who lay ftarving in obfeurity. So that, 
ler to have brought fuch an affair about in 
iamentary way, fome years muft have been 
>yed to turn the bent of the nation, to have 
red one perfon odious, and another amiable; 
er of which is to be foon compafled towards 
t princes, unlefs by comparing them with 
of whom we have had experience, which 
iot then the cafe. 

le other circumftance was the bad condi- 
of the Queen's health ; her Majefty grow- 
rvery day more unwieldy, and the gout, 
other diforders, increasing on her 5 fo that 
rver was near the court, for about the two 
rears of her reign, might boldly have fixed 
>eriod of her life to a very few months, 
)ut pretending to prophefy. And how lit— 
time the minifters had for fo great a work, 
at of changing the fucceffion of the crown, 
how difficult the very attempt would have 

been. 
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Wen, mzy be juflgsd from the umbrage tat 
by feveral Lords of the church-party, the i 
year of dhcr reign, ^ho appeared under an 
prehenfion, that the very quarrels among : 
minifters might poffibly be of fome dHadvant 
to *he Houfe of Hanover. And the umve: 
declaration* both among Lords and Commc 
at that time* as well in favour of the Ele&or 
a^ainft the Pretender, arc an argument bey* 
al convi&ion, lhat tome yearn snuft Ixave-b 
fpent in altering the difpofitions of the pea; 
ypon this occasion* I (hall not rfbon forget m 
a ;gceat mimfter then £ud to me, and whic 
have been fiace affured was likewrife the Bi 
of 8hrcw£bury*s opinion, That due re could 
qo doubt «f the JSLe&or's undifturbed fuccriE 
but the chief difficulty lay in the future dtfai 
tjonof the church and people, and landed i: 
ttft, from that uriiverfal change of men 
meafures, which he forefaw would arrive. J 
it muft be, to all impartial men, above athouf 
wkoefies, how innocent her *Majefty , s ferv 
were upon this article ; that, knowing fo 
through what channels all favour was to 
upon *he Qwien'n demiie, that, fay their con 
into power, Uhcy had utterly, and for e 
broken all meafures with the oppoiite pa 
and that, in the beginning of their adminii 
tioo, there wanted no^ perhaps, certain fav< 
able junctures, which fome future circumfta 
would not have foiled to cultivate \ yet t 
i aft 
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ftms fhewed them fo far from any view to- 
ards the Pretender, that they neglected pur- 
ling thofe meafures which they had couftantly 
i their power, not only of fecuring themfeives, 
ut the intereft of the church, without any vio- 
eoce to the Protectant fucceffion in the perfon of 
k Ele&or. And this unhappy neglect I take to 
tewe been the only difgrace of their miniftry. 
To prevent this evil, was, I confefe, the chief 
point wherein all my little politics terminated ; 
and the methods were eafy and obvious. But 
whoever goes about to gain favour with a Prince, 
by a readinefs to enlarge his prerogative, al- 
though out of principle and opinion, ought to 
provide, -that he be not outbid by another party, 
however profefiing a contrary principle. For I 
never yet read or heard of any party acting in 
apportion to the true intereft of their country, 
whatever republican denominations they affected 
to be diftinguifhed by, who would not be con- 
tented to chaffer public liberty for perfonal pow- 
er, or for an opportunity of gratifying their re- 
venge. Of which truth Greece and Rome, as 
well as many other ftates f will furhifh plenty of 
examples. This reflection I could, not well for- 
bear, although it may be of little ufe, further 
than to difcover my own refentment. And yet, 
perhaps, that misfortune ought rather to be im- 
puted to the want of conceit and confidence, 
dun of prudence or courage. 

I muft here take notice of an accufation char- 
ged upon the late miniftry, by the Houfe of 
VoLt 23. G Commons, 
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Commons,, that, they put a lie, or falfehood igt* 
to the, Qjjcenfs mouth* to be delivered, to. he*- 
Ifarjiament. Mr Thomas Harifiy. was fent to the 
$$#0*; pf Hanover, with info^&mns, to offer 
his Higfinefs any further fefcuritieft v &r fittliftg 
thp.fpqceffion in him and hift family^ that could: 
cpnfift wifh her Miyefty's honour and; fafety: 
Thifc g$ntlqman w'it a letter to. the Secretary of 
State, a little before his return fixMit Hanpvwy 
fignifying, in direft terms* that the: Ele&or e*» 
prefled buti&lf fetisfied in the Queen's proceed** 
ings, apd defired; to live in confidence with her. 
He writ, to the fame.purpofe to one of the-undec* 
fecrctartes, and mentioned the fa& as a thing 
that much pleafed! him, and. what he defired, 
might be as public as poffible. Both thefc let** 
tersv I have, read v and the Queen, as flie had. 
r^afon to fuppofe, being fufficiently authorized- 
lty_ this, notice from, her minifter, made mention* 
of that information in a fpeech from the throne. 
If . the mid): were a lie, it is what I have not heard' 
Mr Harley to have been charged with. From 
what hath fince puffed in the world, I fhould in- 
deed be inclined to grant it might have been a- 
compliment in liis Highnefs, and perhaps under- 
flood: to be fotby the Queen : Bur, without que- 
ftion, her Majefty had a fair excufe* to take the • 
Elector according to the literal meaning of his, 
words 5 and if this be fo, .the imputation of' 
falfehood muft remain where thefe accufers of- 
that excellent Frincefs's veracity will, I fuppofe, 
not profefe (at leaft) an inclination to place it. 
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I am very billing to mention the point, where- 
in, as I fold, all my little politics terminated, and 
wherein I may pretend to know that the mini- 
fters were of tiie fame opinion, and would have 
pat it in practice, if it had pleafed God to let 
them continue to aft with any kind of unanimity. 

1 have already obferved, how well it was known 
at court, what measures the Elector intended to 
fellow, whenever his fucceffion fhould take 
place ; and what hands he would employ in the 
adminiftration* of his affairs. I have like wife 
mentioned fome facts and reafons, which influen- 
ced and fixed his Highnefs in that determination, 
notwithstanding all polfible endeavours to divert 
him from it. Now, if we confider the dif- 
pofitions of England at that time, when almoft 
the whole body of the clergy, a vaft majority of 
the landed intereft, and of the people in general/ 
were of the church-party ; it muft be granted 
that one or two a£ts, which might have pafled in 
ten days, would have put it utterly out of the 
power of the fucceflor to have procured a Houfe 
of Commons of a different* (lamp, and this with 
very little diminution to the prerogative ; which 
afts might have "been only temporary. For the 
ufual arts to gain parliaments, can hardly be ap- 
plied with fuccefs, after the election, againft a 
majority at leaft of three in four ; becaufe the 
trouble and expence would be too great, befide 
the lofs of reputation. For, neither could fuch 
a number of members find their account in point 
G 2 of 
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of profit, nor would the Crown be at fo much 
charge and hazard, merely for the fake of go- 
verning by a fball party, againft the bent and 
genius of the nation. And, as to all attempts of 
influencing electors, they would have been fuffi~ 
ciently provided tor by the fcheme intended. I 
fuppofe it need not be added, that the govern- 
ment of England cannot move a ilep* while the 
Houfe of Commons continues to diflike proceed- 
ings, or perfons employed', at leaft in an age 
where parliaments are grown fo frequent, and 
are made fo neceflary : Whereas, a minifter is but 
the creature of a day ; and a Houfe of Lords 
hath been modelled in many reigns, by enlar- 
ging the number, as well as by other obvious 
expedients. 

The judicious reader will foon comprehend 
Jk>w eafily the legiflature, at that time, could have 
provided againft die power and influence of a 
court, or miniftry, in future elections, without 
the leaft injury to the fucceflion, and even withr 
out the modern invention of perpetuating them- 
felves ; which* however, I muft needs grant to 
be one of the moft effectual, vigorous, and re- 
folute proceedings that I have yet met with in 
reading or information. For the long Parlia- 
ment under King Charles I. although it (houlcf 
be allowed of good authority, will hardly amount 
to an example. 

I muft again urge and repeat, that thofe wha 
charge the Earl of Oxford, and the reft of that 

miniftry* 
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tiwftry, with, a defign of altering the facceffion 
tf the crown in. favour of the Pretender, will, 
perhaps, be at fome difficulty to fix the time 
ihcn that defign was in agitation: For, if/uch 
an attempt had begun with their power, it is not 
eafy to aftign a reafon why it did not fuccced ; 
becaufe there were certain periods when her Ma- 
jeftjand lier fcrrants were extremely popular, 
and the Houfc of Hanover not altogether fo 
much, upon account of fome behaviour and ma- 
nagement in one or two of their minifters here, 
and fome other circurhftances that may better be 
pafled over in filence : Ail which, however, had 
no other confequence, than that of repeated me£- 
» feges -of kindnefs and aflurance to the Elector. 
During the laft two years of the Queen's life, her 
health was in fuch a condition, that it was won- 
dered how fhe could hold out fo long : And then, 
as I have already obferved, it was too late and ha- 
zardous to engage in an enterprize which requir- 
ed fo much time; and which the minifters them- 
feives had rendered impracticable, by the whole 
courfe of their former proceedings, as well as by 
die continuance and heightening of thofe diflen- 
tions which had early riien among them. 

The party now in power will eafily agree, that 
this defign of overthrowing the fucceffion, could 
not be owing to any principle of confeience in. 
thofe whom they accufe \ for they knew very well, 
by their own experience and obfervation, that 
fiich kind of fcmples have given but fmali dif- 
G 3. turbance 
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turbance of late years in thefe kingdoms. Since 
intereft: is therefore the only teft by which we are 
to judge the intentions of thofe who manage 
public affairs, it would have been but reafonable, 
to have fliewn how the intereft of the Queen's 
minifters could $>e advanced by introducing the 
Pretender, before they were charged with fuch 
an intention. Her Majefty was feveral years 
younger than her intended fucceffor, and, at the 
„ beginning of that miniftry, had no diforders, ex- 
cept the gout, which is not ufually reckoned a 
ihortener of life ; and thofe in chief truft were* 
generally fpeaking, older than their Miftrefs : Sa 
that no perfons had ever a fairer profpeft of run- 
ning on the natural life of an Englifh miniftry v 
confidering, likewife* the general vogue of the 
kingdom, at that time, m their favour. And it 
will be hard to find an inftance in hiftory, of a 
fet of men, in full poffeffion of power, fo fan^ 
guine as ta form an enterprize of overthrowing 
the government, without the vifiWe profpeft of 
a general defection, which (then at leaft) was not 
to be hoped for. Neither do I believe it was 
ever heard of, that a miniftry in fuch circum- 
ft^nces, durft engage in fo dangerous an attempt, 
without the direft commands of their Sovereign. 
And as to the perfons then in fervice, if they 
may be allowed to have common fenfe y they 
^ould much fooner have furrendered their em- 
ployments, than hazard the lofs of their heads at 
fo great odds, before they had tried or changed 

the 
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the difpofitkm of the parliament ; which is an a* 
cufotm, that, I think, none of their libellers have 
charged Bpon then* ; at lead till towards the end 
of their mraiftry, and then very abfurdly, becaufe 
the want of time, and other circumftancfcs, ren- 
dered fuch a work impoffiMe, for feveral reafons 
which I have already related* 
I And whoever considers the late Queen, fo little 
eoterprizing in her nature* lb much given to de- 
lay, and at the fame time fo obftinate in her opi- 
nions, (as reftrvenefs is commonly attended with 
flownefe), fo great a purfuer^of peace and quiet, 
and fo exempt from the two powerful pafiions of 
love and hatred will hardly think foe had a fpi- 
rit turned for fuch an undertaking v if we add to 
this, the contempt ihe often exprefled for the 
perfon and concerns of the Chevalier, her bro- 
ther, of which I have already faid enough to be 
underftood. 

It hath been obje&ed againft the late Queen, 
and her fervants, as a mark of no favourable dif- 
pofition towards the Houfe of Hanover, that the 
Ele&oral Prince was not invited to redde in Eng- 
land : And, at the fame time, it ought to be ob- 
ferved> that this obje&ion was raifed and ipread 
by the leaders of that party, who firft oppofed 
the counfel of inviting himv offering, among 
other arguments againft it,, the example of Queen; 
Elizabeth, who would not fo much as fufler her 
fucceffor to be declared, expreffing herfeif,. that 
ihe would not live with her grave-ftone always in 

her 
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her 'fight ; although the cafe be by no means pa- 
rallel between the two Queens. ? For in her later 
Majefty'S reign, the crown was as .firmly fettled 
on the Hanover family, as the kgiflature could 
do k : And the queftron ivas only, Whether the 
preemptive heir, of difftftt kindred > ihould keep^ 
his court in the fame kingdom and metropolis 
with the Sovereign, while the nation was torn 
between different parties, to be at the head of 
that faction, which her Majefty, and rhe body of 
her people, utterly dilapproved ? And, therefore*, 
the leaders" on both fides, when they were ia 
power, did pofitively determine this qneftton in 
the negative. And, if we may be allowed to* 
judge by events, the reafbns were cogent enough ^ 
fince differences may happen to arife between two 
princes the moft nearly allied in blood ; although 
it b6 true indeed, that, where the duty to a pa- 
rent is added to th£ allegiance of a fubjeft, the 
cbnfequerice of femily-diffentions may not always^ 
be confklerable. 

For my own part, I freely told my opinion to- 
the "mifaifters';' arid did afterwards offer many 
reafons for it, in a difcourfe intended for the 
public, (but flopped by th« Queen's death), that 
the young grandfon (whofe name- 1 cannot re-, 
toember) (hould be invited over to be educated* 
in England \' by which, I conceived, the Queett 
might be fecure from the influence of cabals ands 
factions ; the zelots, who affected to believe the 
fbcceffion ia danger, could have no pretences tbv 

complain.; 
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i; and ibe nation might one day hope 
verned by a prince of Engliih manners 
;uage, as well as acquainted with the true 
don of cburch and ftate. And this was 
yment of thofe at the helm before I offer- 
neither were they or their Miftrefs to be 
, that fuch a refolution was not purfued. 
«, from what hath fince happened, the 
will be able to fatisfy himfelf. 
r?e now (aid aU I couki think convenient 
lering the time wherein 1 am writing) up- 
ofe two points, which I propofed to dif- 
: on ; wherein I have dealt with the utmoft 
tiality, and, I think, upon the faireft Hip- 
on, which is that , of allowing men to aft 
the motives of their intcrefts and their paf- 
: For I am not fo weak as to think one 
try more virtuous than another, unlefs by 
:e, or by extraordinary prudence and virtue 
e prince ; which laft, taking mankind in the 
, and adding the great counterbalance of 
education, is a very rare accident; and, 
e it happens, is even then of little ufe, when 
ins are violent. But it fo falls out, that, 
tg contending parties in England, the general 
;ft of church and ftate is more the private 
:ft of one fide than the other; fo that 
ver profeflbth to aft upon a principle of 
ving the laws of his country, may have a 
•ule to follow, by difcovering whofe parti- 
advantage it chiefly is, that the conftitution 

ihould 
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fliould be #referved intircin ill its. parts, Foi « 
there caanotj properly fpeaking, be above two 
parties in fuch a government as out's ; and one 
fide will find themfelves obliged to .take in ttfltthe 
fVbalteni denominations of thofe who diflike the 
- prefcnt eftablimment, in order to make them* 
felves * balance againft the other ; and fach a par* 
ty t compoied of mixed bodies, although they dif- 
fer widely in the feveral fundamentals of religion 
and government, and all of them from the true* 
public intereft ; yet, whenever their leaders roe 
taken into power,, under an ignorant, uwa&ive, 
or iE-defigning prince, -will probably, toy the 
aififtance of time or force,* become the majority, 
iinlefs they be prevented by a fteadinefs, which 
there is little reafon to hope,— or by fome re- 
volution, which there is much more reafon to 
fear. For abofes in adminiftration may laft 
much longer than politicians feem to be aware 
of 5 efpecially where fome bold fteps are made 
to corrupt the very fountain of power and legi- 
ilature : In which cafe, as it may happen in fome 
ftaces, the whole body of the people are drawn 
in, by their own fuppofed confent, to be their 
own enflavers ; and, where will they find a thread 
to wind themfelves out of this labyrinth ? Or, 
will they not rather wifli to be governed by ar- 
bitrary power, after the manner of other na- 
tions ? For whoever confiders the courfe of the 
Roman Empire after Caefar's ufurpation, the 
long continuance of the Turkifh government, 

or 



or the deftruftion of the Gothic balance in mod 
kingdoms of Europe, will eafily fee how control- 
able that maxim is, Thajtj rex nolunt diu male ad- 
minijlrari: Becaufe, as corruptions are more 
natural to mankind than perfections, fo they 
are more likely, to have a longer eominutace. 
For the vices of men, confidered as individuals, 
are exactly the fame, when the^are moulded into 
bodies ; nor otherwife to be with-held in their 
cScQs,j Am bj) &>od fundamental laws ; ibi 
which when any great breaches are made, the 
confequence will be the fame as in the life of a 
partfcular man, wh0fe>vice%arel^ 
epd,.but. wi4i frWelf. , 
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THE 

;a d d r ess 

^ . . - 

OF THE 

HOUSE of LORDS to the QUEEN. 

[Drawn lip by Dr Swift, at the command of 
the Lord Treasurer, and delivered by 
the Duke of Grafton.] 



WE your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal 
fubje&s, the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, in parliament aflembied, do, with the 
greateft joy and fatisfa&ion, return our humble 
thanks to your Majefty, for your moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne, and for communicating 
to this Houfe, that peace is agreed on, fo honour- 
able to your Majefty, and fafe and advantageous 
to your kingdoms ; by which we hope, with the 
bleffing of God, that your pebple will, in a few 
years, recover themlelves, after fo long and ex- 
penfive a war. We likewife beg leave to con- 
gratulate with your Majefty, upon the fuccefs of 
your endeayours for a general peace \ whereby 
i the 
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i tranquillity and welfare of Europe will be 
ring (next to the Divine Providence) to yom* 
[ajefty's wifdom and goodnefs. We never had 
ic leaft doubt, but that your Majefty, who is the 
rcateft ornament and proteftor of the Protef- 
mt Religion, <**ould do every thing for fecuring 
le Proteftant fucceffion ; towards which nothing 
an be more neceflary, than the perfeft harmony 
here is between your Majefty ana the Houfe of 
Hanover. And we do humbly aflure your Ma- 
efty, thit, as ytfu art pleafed to efcprefs your 
lependence (next under God) upon the duty 
ind affettion of your people 5 we think our- 
felves bound, by the gFe&teft ties of religion, 
loyalty, and gratitude, to make all returns that 
can be due, from the moft obedient fubjefts, to 
the moft indulgent Sovereign. 



Vol. XI. H 
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AN 

A N E G D O T E 

R E L I V E TO THE 

PEACE of UTRECHT. 



ONE Dr Helvetius was fent horn Paris, bf 
Torcy, to Devenwordt at the Hague, wfth 
the firft propofals for a peace feparate with Hoi* 
land 5 a year after which, the preJiimnaries, at 
Gertrudenberg, were tranfa&ed by the Mar. 
D'Uxelles and Polignac, and afterwards Me- 
nager was privately difpatched to the fame effe&. 

My Lord Strafford had the firft intimation of 
thefe feparate tranfa&ions of France and Hol- 
land, from the Duke of Marlborough, *as a 
thing a good while before in agitation; and after- 
wards from Devenwordt himfelf, who told him 
that he fent to Paris for Dr Helvetius to cure 
him of a rheumatifm , which opportunity Torcy 
took to negociate by him. 

Helvetius fince confirmed the fame ftory to* 
my Lord Strafford, in the year 1720. 
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A COPY OF 
Dr SWIFFs MEMORIAL to the QUEEN. 
April 15. 1714. 

TH E change ot miniftry about four years 
ago, the fall of the Duke of Marlborough, 
and the proceedings fince, in relation to the 
peace and treaties, are all capable of being very 
maiicioufly reprefented to pofterity, \( they mould 
fall under . the pen of £bme writer of tha oppo- 
lite party/ as they probably may. ' ' 

Upon thefe reafons, it is neceflary, for the ho- 
nour of the Qti^ 1 *! ar *d in j oft ice to her fer- 
vants, that fome able hand fhould be immediate* 
ly employed to write the hiftovy of her Majc- 
fty's reign v that the truth of things may be 
tranfmitted. to future age9> and bear down th^ 
fal&hood of malicious pens. 

The Dean of St Patrick's is ready to un^er* 
take this work*, humbly defining her Majefty 
will pleafe to appoint him her hi&oriographer ; 
not from any view of the profit, (which is fo in- 
cenfidcrable that k will hardly ferve to pay the 
expence of fearching offices) but from an earned 
defire to ferve his Qjieen and country ; for which, 
that employment^ will qualify him,, by an opport- 
unity of accefs to thofe places wh«?e papers 
and records are kept, which will be necci&ry 
mgf who undertake fuch an hiftory. 

H 2 SOME 
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SOME 

CONSIDERATIONS 

UPON T H * 

C O N S E <^U E N C E S 1 

■OPED AND FEARE.D FROM THE 

DEATH of the Q^ U E E NV 
A u o. 9. 1 7 1 ^ 

IN order to fet in a clear light what I have to 
fay upon this fubjeflr, it wilt be convenient to 
examine'the ftate of the nation with reference to 
the two contending parties. This cannot well be 
done, without fome little retrofpedtion into, tjie 
five laft years of her late Majefty ? s reign. 

I have it from , unqueftionable authority, that 
the Duchefs of Marlborough's favour began to 
decline very foon after the Queen's acceflion to 
the throne, and that the Earl of Godolphin's 
held not much above two years longer ; although 
her Majefty (no ill concealer of her affe&ions) 
did not think fit to deprive them of their power 
until a long time after. 

The 
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The Duke of Marlborough, and the Earl of* 
Godolphin, having fallen early into the interefts 
of the lower party, for certain reafons not fea- 
fonable here to be mentioned, (but which may 
deferve a place in the hiftory of that reign), .they 
made large fteps that way upon the death of the 
Prince of Denmark, taking in feveral among the 
warmeft leaders of that fide, into the chief em- 
ployment* of the ftate. Mr Harley, then fecre- 
tary of ftate, who difliked their proceedings, and 
had very near overthrown their whole fchemej 
was removed with the utmoft indignation ; and 
about the fame time, Sir Simon Harcourt, and 
Mr St John, with fome- others, voluntarily gave: 
up their employments. 

But the Queen, who had then a great efreem* 
for the perfon and abilities of Mr Harley, (and in* 
proportion of the other two, although at that 
time not equally known to her), was deprived of 
his.fervice with fome regret ; and upon that, and. 
ether motives well known at court, began to> 
think, herfelf hardly ufed ; and feveral ftories ran 
about, whether true or, falfe, that her Majefty 
was not always treated with that duty ihe might 
expect. Mean-time the church-party were loud, 
in their complaints ; furmifing, from the vim* 
lence of feveral pamphlets, from certain bills pro- 
jected to be* brought into Parliament, from en- 
deavours to repeal the facramental-teft, from the 
avowed principles and free fpeeches of fome per— 
fens* in power, and other jealoufies needlefs to* 
: - - repeat^ 
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aeptat, that ill de%as were formng again* the 
religion eftablifhed. 

Thefe fears were all confinned by^the trial of 
Br Sacheverel, which drew the populace, as. one 
man, into the party againft the miniftry sod par* 
Kament. 

The miniftry were very fuipidous, that die 
Queen had ftiil a referve of favour for Mr Har* 
ley, which appeared by a pafiage thatifeappeaed 
fome days after his removal : For, the Earl of 
Godolphin's coach and hts happening to. meet 
near Kenfington, die Earl a few hours after re- 
proached the Queen, that ihe privately admitted 
Mr Harley, and was not without fotne difficul- 
ty undeceived by her Majefty's adkverations to 
die contrary. 

Soon after thje Dolor's trial, this gentleman, 
by thftQgeen's command, and the intervention 
of Mrs Maflaarn, was brought up the bade* 
flairs ; and that Princefe, fpkited by the addrtfC 
fes from al) pacts, which fbewied. th& inclinations 
of her fubjq£b to be very averfe foom the proceed* 
ings in, court and parliament, was: referred to 
break the united poweu of the Marlbojcough and 
Godplphin families^ ar>d to begin this woxk, by 
tftkiog the diJpofal o£ employments into hftr own 
. h^nds : For which an. opportunity happened hf 
the death of th$ Earl of Efiex, lieutenant of the 
Tower, whofe employment, was given, to die Earl 
Rivers, to die great difcontent of the Dake of 
JMadbacQugh> who intended! ix for (he Duke of 

North* 
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Korthiimbctbnd, then Colonel of the Oxford 
xegirnent, to which the Earl of Hartford waa to 
fccceed. Some time after, the Chamberlain's 
ftaff was difpofed of to the Duke of S&rcwfbury, 
jet the abfence, and without the prWkyof the 
JEarl of Godolphia. The Earl of Sunderland^ 
jesaoyal. followed* and iaftly that of the High 
Treafurer himfelf, wheie office: was pu* int* 
coinmiffioQ, whereof Mr Harley [made at the 
fame time Chancellor of the Exchequer) was 
one* I need fay nothing of other removals* 
which are well enough known and remembered.: 
Let it Inffice^that in eight or nine months* time, 
the whole face of the court was altered, and ve r 
ry few friends of the former miniftry left in any 
great, ftatioos there. 

I hawe good reafbns to»be. afiurcd, that when, 
the Queen began this change, £be had no. inten- 
tions ta carry, it fo far as the church-party ex* 
geflsd, and. have fince been fo impatient to fee. 
Eor,, although (he were a true profieflor of the 
tyligipn eftahliihedr yet the irft motives to. this 
alteration did. not arife £com any dangers fhe ap* 
pcehended to that or the government ; but from 
at define ta get out of the dominion of lbme, wh^ 
fhe thought had kept her too much and* toa long 
in pupilage, She was, ixv hex own nature ex*- 
teemely dilatory and timorous.*, yet, upon fotne 
pecafionft, pofixive* to. a great degree. And when 
fhe had got rid o£ thoferwho? had, as. fhe thought^ 
gjyen. her the. moil, uneafineis^ fhe was inclined 

to 
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to ftop, and entertain a fancy of adfing upon' at 
moderating fcheme^ from whence it was very 
difficult to remove her. At the fame time I 
muft confefs my belief, that this imagination, 
was put into her head, and made ufe of as an 
encouragement to begin that work, after which 
her advifers might think it eafier to prevail with 
her to go as far as they thought- fit. That thefe 
were her Majefty's difpofitjons in that conjunc- 
ture, may be confirmed by many inftances. In 
the very height of the: change, fhe appeared 
very loth to part with two great officers of ftate 
of the other party j- and fome, whofe abfcnce 
the new minifters moft earneftly wifhed^. held inc. 
for above two years after; 

Mr Harley, who a£ted as firft miniffer before* 
he had the ftaff, as he was a lover of gentle 
meafures, and inclined to- procraftinatxon, fo he 
could nor, with any decency, prefe the- Queen 
too much againft her nature ; becaufe h would 
be like running upon the rock where his prede* 
ceffors had fpiit. But, violent humours running 
both in the kingdom and the new parliament, 
againft the principles and perfons of the Low- 
church party, gave this minifter a very difficult 
part to play. The warm members in both Hou* 
fe's, efpecially among the Commons, prefled for a 
thorough change; and fo did aimoft all the 
Queen's new fervants, efpecially after Mr Har* 
ley was made an Earl and- High Treafurer. Hfc 
could not in good policy own his want of powers 

nor. 
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nor fling the blame upon his Miftrefs. And, as 
too much fecrefy was one of his faults, he would 
often, upon thefe occafions, keep his neareft 
friends, in the dark. The truth is, he had like- 
wife other views, which were better fuited to the 
maxims of State in general, than to thatfitua- 
tion of affairs. By leaving many employments 
in the hands of the difcontented party, he fell 
in with the Queen's humour, he hoped to ac- 
quire the reputation of lenity, and kept a great 
number of expectants in order, who had liberty 
to hope, while any thing remained undifpofed 
of. He feemed alfo to think, as other minifters 
have done, that fincc factions are neceflary in 
fuch a government as pur's, it would be prudent 
not altogether to lay the prefent one proftrate, 
left another more plaufible, and therefore not fo 
ealy to grapple with, might arife in its (lead. 

However, it is certain that a great part of the 
load he bore waj unjuftly laid on him. He had 
no favourites among the Whig-party, whom he 
kept in upon the fcore of old friendfiiip or ac- 
quaintance ; and he was a greater objeft of their 
hatred, than all the miaiftry together. 
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S E R M O N 

V P O M THE 

MARTYRDOM of K. CHARLES t 

Preached at St Patrick's, Dublin, Jan* Jo. J 735-61 
being Sunday* 



Gene ST 5 aHx. ;> 4 7~ 

Sim RON and Levi are brethren; infiruments of 
cruelty are in their habitations. 

O my foul I emu not thou into, their jkewet ; tmto 
thar effevMfr mine honour, he net thou waked z 
For in their auger they few a man f amd m that 
fetfm>iU they digged dawn a wall* 

Curjed be their anger, fofit was fierce ; and their 
wrath, for it was cruel. I will divide them in 
Jacob, and fcatter them in Israel. 

I Know very well, that the church hath been 
often cenfured ,for keeping holy this day 
of humiliation, in memory of that excellent King 
and bkffed Martyr Charles I. who rather chofe 

to 
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to die on a fcafibld, than betray the religion and 
liberties of his people, wherewith Gop and the 
laws had entruftcd him. But* at the fame time* 
it is manifeftf that thofe who make foch cenfurea* 
are either people without any religion at aU, or 
who derive their principles* aod perhaps their 
bhth, from the abettors of thofe who contrived 
the murder of that Prince, and have not yet 
(hewn tbe world that their opinions are changed* 
It is atiedged, that the obfervation of this day hath 
(hrved to continue and encreafe the animoiity and 
caffiity among our countrymen, and to difunitf 
ProteftanUi that a law was made, upon the 
restoration of the Martyr's fon, for a general 
pardon and oblivion, forbidding all reproaches 
upon that ocpafion and, fince none are now 
ative who were altars or inftruments in that tra» 
gedy, it is thought hard and uncharitable to 
keep up the memory of it for all generations. 
Now, becauie I conceive moft of you to be igno* 
rant in many particulars concerning that horrid 
murder, and the rebellion which preceded it* 
I will, 

Firft, relate to you fo much of the ftory as 
may be fufficient for your information : 
. Secondly, I will tell you the confequences 
which this bloody deed had upon thefe kingdoms: 

And, laflly, I will fhew you to what good ufes 
this foleom day of humiliation may be applied. 

As to the firft, In the reign of this prince, 
Charles the Martyr, the power and prerogative 

of * 
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bt the king were much greater than they are in 
Our times, and fo had been for at leaft 700 years 
before: And the beft princes we ever had, car- 
ried their power much farther, than the blefled 
Martyr offered to do, in the moft blameable part 
of his reign. But, the lands off the crown hav- 
ing been prodigrily beftowed to favourites, in 
the preceding reigns, the fucceediftg kings could 
not fupport themfelves without taxes raifed by 
parliament ; which put them under a neceffity of 
frequently calling thofe afiemblies : And, the 
crown-lands being gotten into the hands of the 
nobility and gentry, befide the poffeffions of 
which the church had been robbed by Henry 
VIII.; power, which always follows property, 
grew to lean to the fide of the people, by 
whom even the juft rights of the crown were 
bften difputed. 

But further: Upon the cruel persecution railed 
bgainft the Proteftants, under Queen Mary, a- 
ftiong great numbers who fled the kingdom to 
feek for flicker, feveral went and refided at Ge- 
neva, which is a commonwealth governed with- 
out a king, and where the religion, contrived by 
Calvin, is without the order of bifliops. When 
the Proteftant faith was reftored by Queen Eliza- 
beth, thofe who fled to Geneva returned among 
the treft home to England, — and were grown fo 
fond of the government and religion of the place 
they had left, that they ufed all poffibie endea- 
vours to introduce both into their own country 5 
1 at 
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Kt the fiime time continually preaching and rail* 
ing againft ceremonies and diftin& habits of the 
clergy, taxing whatever they difliked as a rem- 
nant of Popery, and continued extremely trou- 
blefome to the church and ftate, under that 
great Queen, as well as her fucceflbr K. James I. 
Thefe people called themfelves Puritans, as 
pretending to a purer faith than thofe of the 
church eftabliflied. And thefe were the foun- 
ders of our diflentcrs. They did not think it 
fufficient to leave all the errors of Popery, but 
threw off many laudable and edifying inftitutions 
of the Primitive Church, and, at laft, even the 
government of bifhops ; which, having been 
ordained by the Apoftles themfelves, had con* 
tinued without interruption, in all Chriftian 
churches, for above 1500 years; and all this 
, they did, not becaufe thofe things were evil, 
but becaufe they were kept by the Papifts. From 
thence they proceeded, by degrees, to quarrel 
with the kingly government ; becaufe, as I have 
already faid, the city of Geneva, to which their 
fathers had' flown for refuge, was a common- 
wealth, or government of the people. 

Thefe Puritans, about the middle of the Mar- 
tyr*s reign, were grown to be a confiderable fac- 
tion in the kingdom, and in the Lower Houfe of 
parliament. They filled the public with the moft 
falfe and bitter libels againft the bifhops and cler- 
gy, accufing chiefly the very beft among them of 
Popery ; and, at the fame time, the Houfe of 
Vol:. XI. I Commons 
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Commons grew fo infolent and uneafy to ther 
King, that they refufed to furaifh him with ne- 
cefTary fuppiies for the fupport erf his family, un- 
Lefs upon fuch conditions as he could not fubmit 
?o> without forfeiting his conference and honour, 
and even his coronation-oath. Ancb in fuch an 
extremity^ he was forced upon a practice, no way 
juftifiable, of railing money ; for which, how- 
ever, he had the opinion of the judges on his 
fide : For, wicked judges there were in thofe 
times, as well as in our's. There were likewife 
tfiany complaints, and fbmetimes juftly, made 
againft the proceedings pf a certain court called 
the Star-chamber, a judicature of great antiquity, 
but had fuffered fome corruptions, for which, 
however, the King was no way anfwerable. I 
cannot recoiled any more fubjeds of complaint, 
with the leaf): ground of reafon ; nor is it need- 
ful to recoiled them ; becaufe this gracious King 
{lid, upon the firft application, redrefs all griev- 
ances by an ad of parliament, and put it out of 
his power to do any hardfhips for the future. 
But that wicked fadion in the Houfe of Com* 
mons, not content with all thofe marks of his 
juftice and condefcenuon, urged ftili for more ; 
And, joining widi a factious party from Scotland, 
who had the fame fancies in. religion, forced him 
to paft an ad for cutting off the head of his beft 
and chief minifter; and at the fame time, com- 
pelled him, by tumults and theatenings of a pad 
rabble, poifoned with the fame dodrines, to paft 
a . ■ ■ another 
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Another law* by which it fhould not bt in his 
power to diflblve that parliament without then* 
own confent. Thus, by the greateft weaknefc 
and Infatuation that ever poffcfled any man's fpi- 
rit, this Prince did in effect fign his own deftruc- 
tion. For the Houfe of Commons, having the 
reins in their own hands, drove on furioufly J 
fent him every day fame unrcafonable demand* 
and when he refuted to grant it, made ufe of 
their own power; and declared, that an ordinance 
of both Houfes, without the King's confent, 
Ihouki be obeyed as a law, contrary to all reafon 
and equity, as well as to the fundamental confti- 
tution of the kingdom. 

About this time the rebellion in Ireland broke 
out, wherein his parliament refufed to affift himi 
nor would accept his offer to oomc hither in per-* 
ion, to fubdue thofe rebels. Thefe, and a thou* 
fand other barbarities, forced the King to fum- 
mon his loyal, fubjedts to his ftandard, in his own 
defence. Mean-while the Englifh parliament, in* 
ftead of helping the poor Proteftants here, feized. 
on the very army that his Majefty was fending 
over for our relief, and turned them againft their 
own Sovereign. The rebellion in England con- 
tinued four or five years : At laft the King was 
forced to fly in difguifc to the Scots, who fold 
him to the rebels. And thefe Puritans had the 
impudent cruelty to try his facred perfon in a 
mock court of juftice, and to cut off his head ; 
which he might have laved, if he would ha*4 
I 2 yielded 
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yielded to betray the conilkution in church and 
ftate. 

In this whole proceeding Simeon and Levi were 
brethren, the wicked insinuations of thofe fana- 
tical preachers ftirring up the cruelty of the fol- 
diers, who, by force of arms, excluded from 
the Houfe every member of parliament whom 
they apprehended to bear the leaft inclination to- 
wards an agreement with the King, fuflfering on- 
ly thofe to enter who thirfted chiefly for his 
blood $ and this the very account given by their 
own writers. From whence k is clear, that this 
Prince was, in all refpefts, a real martyr for the 
true religion, and the liberty of his people. That 
odious parliament had firft turned the bifhops 
out of the Houfe of Lords ; in a few years after, 
they murdered their King ; then immediately 
abolifhed the whole Houfe of Lords ; and To, at 
laft, obtained their withes, of having a govern- 
ment of the people, and a new religion, both 
after the manner of Geneva, without a King, a 
bifliop, or a nobleman ; and this they blafphe- 
moufly called the kingdom of Chrift and his 
faints. 

» This is enough for your information on the 
firft head : I (hall therefore proceed to the fe- 
cond, wherein I will fhew you the miferable con- 
fequences which that abominable rebellion and 
murder produced in thefe nations. 

Firft, The Irifh rebellion was wholly owing 
to that wicked EnglUh parliament. For the 

leaders 



leaders in the Irifh Popifti mafTacre would never 
have dared to ftir a finger, if they had not been 
encouraged by that rebellious fpirit in the Eng- 
lifh Houfe of Commons, which they very well 
knew muft dilable the King from (ending any 
fupplies to his Proteftant fubjecls here j and, 
therefore, we may truly fay, that the Englifh 
parliament held the King's hands, while the Iriih 
Papifts were cutting our grandfathers throats. 

Secondly, That murderous Puritan-parliament, 
when they had all in their own power, could not 
agree upon any one method of fettling a form, ei- 
ther of religion, or civil government, but changed 
every day from fchifm to fchifm, from herefy to 
herefy, and from one faftion to another. From 
whence arofe that wild confulion ftill continuing 
in our feveral ways of ferving God, — and thofe 
abfurd notions of civil power, which have fo of- 
ten torn us with factions, more than any other 
nation in Europe. 

Thirdly, To this rebellion and murder have 
been owing the rife and progrefs of Atheifm 
among us. For men obferving what numberlels 
villanies of all kinds were committed during 
twenty years, under pretence of zeal and the re- 
formation of God's church, were eafily tempted 
to doubt, that all religion was a mere impofture: 
And the fame fpirit of infidelity, fo far fpread 
among us at this prefent, is nothing but the fruit 
of the feeds fbwn by thofe rebellious hypocritical 
ftintg. 

I 3 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, The old virtue and loyalty, and ge- 
nerous fpirit of the EnglHh nation, were wholly 
corrupted by the power, the doftrine, and the 
example of thofe wicked people. Many of the 
ancient nobility were killed, and their families 
extinct, in defence of their prince and country, 
or murdered by the mercilefe courts of juftice. 
Some of the worft among them favoured, or 
complied with the reigning iniquities-, and not a 
few of the new created, when the Martyr's fon 
was reftored, qrere fuch who had drank too deep 
of the bad principles then prevailing. 

Fifthly, The children of the murdered Prince 
were forced to fly, for the fafety of their lives, to 
foreign countries ; where one of them at leaft, 
I mean King James II. was {educed to Popery ; 
which ended in the lofs of his kingdom, the mife- 
ry and defolation of this country, and a long 
and expenfive war abroad. Our deliverance was 
owing to the valour and conduct of the late 
King; and, therefore, we ought to remember 
him with gratitude, but not mingled with blaf- 
phemy or idolatry. It was happy that his inte~ 
refts and our's were the fame : And God gave 
him greater fuccefs than our (ins deferved. But 
as a houfe thrown down by a ftorm, is feldom 
rebuilt, without fome change in the foundation v 
fo it hath happened, that, fince the late Revolu- 
tion, men have fate much loofer in the true fun- 
damentals both of religion and government,— -and 
factions have been more violent, treacherous* 

and 
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wad malicious than ever,— men running naturally 
from one extreme into another, and, for private 
ends, taking up thofe very opinions profeffed by 
the leaders in that rebellion, which carried the 
fatefied Martyr to the fcaffbld. 

Sixthly, Another confequence of this horrid re- 
bellion and murder, was the deftroying or defacing 
fuch vaft numbers of God's houfes 5 In their felfi* 
will they digged down a wall. If a ftranger fhould 
now travel in England, and obferve the churches 
in his way, he could not otherwife conclude, than 
that fome vaft army of Turks or Heathens had 
been fent on purpofe to ruin and blot out all 
marks of Chriftianity. They fpared neither the 
ftatues of faints, or antient prelates, or kings, 
or benefactors ; broke down the tombs and mo* 
numents of men famous in their generations, 
feized the veffels of filver fet apart for the ho- 
lieft ufe, tore down the mpft innocent ornaments 
both within and without, made the houfes of 
prayer dens of thieves, or ftabks for cattle. 
Theft were the mildeft effects of Puritan-zeal^ 
and devotion for Chrift ; and this was what them- 
felves affected to call a thorough reformation. 
In this kingdom thofe ravages were not fo eafily 
fcen } for the people here being coo poor to raife. 
faclv noble temples, the mean ones we had were 
not defaced, but totally deftroyed; 

Upon the whole, it is certain, that although 
God might have found out many other ways to 
have puni&ed & finful people, without permit- 
ting 
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ting this rebellion and murder, yet as the courfe 
of the world liath run ever fince, we need fcek 
for no other caufes, of all the public evils we 
• have hitherto fuffered, or may fuffer for the fix- 
ture, by the mifconduct of princes, or wicked* 
nefs of the people. 

* I go on now upon the third head, to fhew you 
to what good uies this folemn day of humilia- 
tion may be applied. 

Firft, It may be an inftru&ion to princes 
themfeives, to be careful in the choice of thofe 
who are their advifers in matters of law. : AH 
the judges of England, except one or two, ad- 
-vifed the King, that he might legally raift mo- 
.ney upon the fubje&s for building of (hips, with- 
out confent of parliament ; which, as it was 
the greateft overfight of his reign, jb it proved 
the principal foundation of all his misfortunes. 
Princes may likewife learn from hence; not to 
facrifice a faithful fervant to the rage of a fac- 
tion, nor to truft any body of men with a great- 
er fliare of power than the laws of the land have 
appointed them, much kfs [to depofit it in their 
hands until they (hall pleafe to reftore it. 

Secondly, By bringing to mind the tragedy of 
this day, and the conferences that have arifen 
.from it, we (hall be convinced how necedary it is 
for thofe in power, to curb, in feafon, all flick 
unruly fpirits as defire to introduce new doctrines 
.and difcipline in the church, or new forms of 
government in the ftate. Thofe wicked Puritaae 
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began in Queen Elizabeth's time, to quarrel only 
whh furplices and other habits, with the ring in 
matrimony, the croft in baptifm, and the like i 
thence they went on to further matters of higher 
importance, and, at laft, they muft needs have 
the whole government of the church diffolved. 
This great work they compafled firft, by depriv- 
ing the biftiops of their feats in parliament ; then 
they abolifhed the whole order; and, at laft, 
which was their original defign, they feized on 
all die church-lands, and divided the fpoil among 
themfelves ; and, like Jeroboam, made priefts 
of the very dregs of the people. This was their 
way of reforming the church. As to the civil 
government, you have already heard how they 
modelled it upon the murder of their King, and 
difcarding the nobility. Yet, clearly to fhew 
what a Babel they had built, after twelve years 
trial, and twenty feveral forts of government, the 
nation, grown weary of their tyranny, was forced 
to call in the fon of him whom thofe reformers 
had facrificed. And thus were Simeon and Levi 
divided in Jacob, and fcattered in Ifrael. 

Thirdly, Although the fucceffors of thofe Pu- 
ritans, I mean our prefent difienters, do not 
think fit to obferve this day of humiliation j yet, 
fince it would be very proper- in them, upon 
fome occafions, to renounce in a public manner 
thofe principles upon which their predeceflbrs 
afted ; and it will be more prudent in them to 
do fo, becaufe thofe very Puritans, of whom 

our , « 



ottr's arc followers* found by* experience, tha* 
after they had overturned the church and ft&tc, 
murdered their King, and Were projecting wha* 
they called a kingdom of the faints, they were 
cheated of the power and pofleffions they only 
panted after, by an upftart fed of religion that 
grew out of their own bowels, who fubje&ed 
them to one tyrant, while they were endeavour* 
idg to fet up a thoufand. 

Fourthly, Thofe who prdfefs to be followers 
of our church eftablifhed, and yet prefume in 
difcourfe to juftify or excufe that rebellion, and 
murder of the King, ought to comider, how 
tittcrly contrary all fuch opinions are to the doc* 
trine of Chrift and his Apoftles, as well as to the 
Articles of our church, and to the preaching and* 
praftice of its true profeflbrs, for above an 
hundred years. Of late times, indeed, and I 
fpeak it with grief of heart, we have heard even 
fermons of a ftrartge nature; although reafon 
would make one think it a very unaccountable 
Way of procuring favour under a monarchy, 
by palliating and leflening the guilt of thofe who 
murdered the beft of Kings in cold blood, and, 
for a time, deftroyed the veiy monarchy itfelf. 
Pray God we may never more hear fuch doc- 
trine from the pulpit,, nor have it fcattered a- 
bout in print, to poifon the people ! 

Fifthly, Some general knowledge of this hor- 
rid rebellion and murder, with the confequetoces 
they had upon thefe nations, may be a warning 

to 
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to our people not to believe a lie, and to miftruft 
thofe deluding fpirits, who, under pretence of 
a purer and more reformed religion, would lead 
them from their duty to God and the laws. Po- 
liticians may fay what they pleafe ; but it is no 
hard thing at all for the mearieft perfon; who 
hath : common underftandfog, to know whether 
he be well or ill governed. If he be freely allow* 
ed to follow his trade and calling ; if he ba 
fecure in his property, and hath the benefit of 
the law to defend himfelf againft injuftice and 
oppreffion \ if his religion be different from that 
of his country, and the government thiqk fit to 
tolerate it, (which he may be very fecure of, let 
it be what it will) ; he ought to be fully fttisfied, 
and give no offence, by writing or difcourfe, to 
the worihip eftabliflied, as the difteritiog preach- 
er* are too apt to do. But if he hath any ne* 
vifious of his pwn, it is his duty to be quiet, and 
jpoflefs them in filence, without difturbing tb4 
commHipity by a furious zeal for making profe- 
lytes. This was the folly and madnefs of thoft 
aotient Puritan fanatics : They muft need? qveiv 
turn heaven and earth, violate all the laws of 
God afod man, make tbek .country a &14 of 
blood, tq propagate whftt^er wild .or wickje^ 
opinions c^me imp their fcejwlsj declaring all 
their abfurdities and Uafph^mies to proceed from 
the Holy Ghoft. 

To conclude this head : In apfwer to that ob- 
joftioa pf kcQpiiig Jt vp animpfity;*Qd hatred be- 
, tween 
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tween tVoteftants, by the obfervation of this 
day ; if there be any fe& or fort of people among 
us, who profefs the fame principles in religion 
and government which thofe Puritan rebels put 
in practice ; I think it is the intereft of all thole 
who love the church and king, to keep up as 
ftrong a party againfir them as poffible, until they 
{hall, in a body, renounce all thofe wicked opi- 
nions upon which their predeceflbrs acted, to 
the difgrace of Chriftianity, and the perpetual 
infamy of the Englifh nation. 

When we accufe the Papifts of the horrid doc- 
trine, that no faith ought to be kept with He- 
reticles, they deny it to a man 5 and yet we juft- 
ly think it dangerous to truft them, becaufe we 
know their actions have been fometimes fuitable 
to that opinion : But the followers of thofe who 
beheaded the Martyr, have not yet renounced 
their principles ; and, till they do, they may be" 
juftly fufpected : Neither will the bare name of 
Proteftants fet them right. For, furely, Chrift 
requires more from us than aprofeffion of hating 
Popery, which a Turk or an Atheift may do as 
well as a Proteftant. 

If an enflaved people flbould recover their li- 
berty, from a tyrannical power of any fort, who 
could blame them for commemorating their de- 
liverance by a day of joy and thankfgiving ? And 
doth not the deftruftion of a church, a king, 
and three kingdoms, by the artifices, hypocrify, 
and cruelty <of a wicked race of foktiers and 
x preachers. 
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preachers, and other Tons of Belial, equally re» 
quire a fokmn time of humiliation ? efpedally 
Alice the confequences of that bloody fcene ftill 
continue, as I have already fhewn, in their ef* 
fe&s upon us. 

Thus I have done with the three heads I pro- 
pofed to difcourfe on. But, before I conclude, 
I muft give a caution to thofe who hear me, that 
they may not think that I am pleading for abfo- 
iute unlimited power in any one man. It is true, 
all power is from God, and, as the Apoftlc fays, 
The powers that ht, are ordained of Gad. But this 
is in the fame fenfe, that all we have is front 
God, our food and raiment, and whatever pofieC- 
fion we hold by lawful means. Nothing can be 
meant in thofe, or any other words of Scripture, 
to jufttty tyrannical power, or the favage cruel- 
ties pf thofe Heathen emperors, who lived in the 
time qf the Apafties : And fo St Paul concludes* 
Xbe powers that be, are ordained of Gods For what i 
Why, for the punijhment of evil doers, and the 
prajfe, the reward of them that do %ue/L There 
is no more inward value in the greateft Emperor, 
than in the moaoeft of his fubje&s : His body is 
compoTed of die lame fuhftance, the fame parts, 
and with the fame or greater infirmities: His 
education is generally worfe, by flattery, and 
iiknefr, and luxury, and thofe evil difpofitions 
that early power is apt to give. It is therefore 
a#unft: common fcafe, that his private perfoaal 
imereft, <x pkal»re> ihouW be put in the balance 
Vol. XI. K with 
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with the fafety of millions, every one of which, 
is his equal by nature, equal in the fight of God, 
equally capable of falvation ; and it is for their 
fakes, not his own, that he is entrufted with the 
government over them. He hath as high truft 
as can fafely be repofed in one man *, and if he 
4ifcharge it as he ought, he deferves all the ho- 
nour and duty that a mortal may be allowed to 
receive. His perfonal failings we have nothing 
to do with, and errors in government are to t>e 
imputed to his minifters in the ftate. To what 
height thofe errors maybe fuffered to proceed^ 
is not the bufineft of this day, or this place, or 
t>f my fun&ion, to determine. When oppref- 
iions grow too great and univerfal to be borne, 
nature or neceffity may find a remedy : But if a 
private perfon reafonably expe&s pardon, upon 
his amendment, for all faults that are not capi- 
tal, it would be a hard condition indeed, not to 
give the fame allowance to a Prince ; who muft 
fee with other mens eyes, and hear with other 
mens ears, which are often wilfully blind and 
deaf. Such was the condition of the Martyr, 
and is fo, in forae degree, of all other princes* 
Yet, this we may juftly fay in die defence of the 
common people, in all civilized nations, that it 
muft be a very bad government indeed, where 
the body of the fubje&s will not rather choofe * 
to live in peace and obedience, than take up arms 
on pretence of faults in the adminiftration, un- 
k£s where the vulgar are deluded by fatie preach- 
l*.. ..' -• ers, 
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crs, to grow fond of new vifions and fancies if! 
religion, which, managed by dextrous men, for 
finifter ends of malice, envy or ambition, have of- 
ten made whole nations run mad. This was ex- 
actly the cafe in the whole progrefi of that great 
rebellion, and the murder of King Charles L But 
the late Revolution under the Prince of Orange, 
was occafioned by a proceeding direftly contrary, 
the oppreffion and injuftice there beginning from 
| the throne* For that unhappy prince, King 
James II. did not only invade our laws and liber- 
ties, but would have forced a falfe religion upon 
I his fubjeds, for which he was defervedly rejeft- 
' ed, fince there could be no other remedy found, 
or at leaft agreed on.. But, under the blefied 
Martyr, the deluded people would have forced 
many falfe religions, not only on their fellow- 
I fubje&s, but even upon their Sovereign himfelf, 
and at the fame time invaded all his undoubted 
rights ; and, becaufe he would not comply, 
raifed a horrid rebellion, wherein, by the pcr- 
miffion of God, they prevailed, and put their So- 
vereign to death, like a common criminal, in the 
face of the world. 

Therefore, thofe who feem to think they can- 
not otherwhe juftify the late Revolution, and the 
change of the fucccffion, than by lefiening the 
guilt of the Puritans, do certainly put the great- 
I eft affront imaginable upon the prefent powers, 
, by fuppofing any relation, or refemblance, be- 
tween that Rebellion and the late Revolution ; 

K a and, 
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and, confequently, that the prefent eftabliihment 
is to be defended by the fame arguments which 
'thofe ufurpers made ufe of, who, to obtain their 
tyranny, trampled under foot all the laws both 
of God and man. 

One great defign of my difcourfe, was to give 
you warning againft running into either extreme, 
of two bad Opinions with relation to obedience. 
As Kings are called Gods upon earth, fo fame 
would allow them an equal power with God,* 
over ail laws and ordinances ; and that the liberty 
and property, and life and religion of the fub- 
je&, depended wholly upon the breath of the 
Prince ; which, however, I hope, was never 
meant by thofe who pleaded for paffive obedience* 
And this opinion hath pot been confined to that 
party which was firft charged with it, but hath 
ibmetimes gone over to the other, to ferve many 
an evil turn of intereft or ambition, who have 
been as ready to enlarge prerogative, where they 
could find their own account, as the higheft 
maintainers of it. 

On the other fide, fome look upon Kings as 
anfwerable for every miftake or omifiion in go- 
vernment, and bound to comply with the moft 
unreafonable demands of an unquiet fk&ion* 
which was the cafe of thofe who pcrfecuted the 
blcfled Martyr of this day from his throne to 
the fcaffbld. 

Between tbefe two extremes, it is eafy> from 
what hath been faid, to choofe a middle 3 to be 

good 



good and loyal fubjc&s ; yet, according to youv 
power, faithful afiertors of your religion and li- 
berties : To avoid all broachers and preachers of 
new-fangled do&rines in the church ; to be ftritt 
observers of the laws, which cannot juftly. be 
taken front you without your own cotifent : In 
ihort, to obey God and the King, and meddle not 
with thofe who are given to change. 

Which that you tttt/ all do, &V. 
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AN 

A CCO U k T 

OF THE 

COURT and EMPIRE of JAPAN. 

Written in ! 72^ 

REGOGE was the thirty-fourth Emperor of 
Japan, and began his reign in the year 341 
of the Chriftian sera, fucceeding to Nena, a 
princefs who governed with great felicity. 

There had been a revolution in that empire 
about twenty-fix years before, which made fome 
breaches in the hereditary line ; and Regoge* 
fucceffor to Nena, although of the royal family* 
was a diftant relation. 

There were two violent parties in the empire* 
which began in the time of the revolution above 
mentioned ; and, at the death of the Empreis 
Nena, were in the higheft degree of animofity, 
each charging the other with a defign of intro- 
ducing new Gods, and changing the civil confti- 
tution. The names of thefc two parties were 

Hufiges 
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Hufiges and Yortes. The latter were thofe whon* 
r Nena, the late Emprefs, moft favoured towards 
the end of her reign, and by whofe advice fhe 
governed* 

The Hufige fa&on, enraged at their lofs of 
power, made private applications to Rcgogc dur- 
ing the life of the Emprefs; which prevailed fo 

) far, that, upon her death, the new Emperor 
wholly difgraced the Yortes, and employed only 
die Hufiges in all his affairs. The Japanefe au- 
thor highly blames his Imperial Majefty's proceed- 
fog in this affair j, becaufe it was allowed on all 
hands, that he had then a happy opportunity of 

* reconciling parties for ever by a moderating 
fcheme. But he, on the contrary, began his 
reign, by openly difgracmg the principal and 
moft popular Yortes, fome of which had been 
chiefly inftrumental ,in railing him to the thro&e» 
By this miftaken ftep be occafioned a rebellion y 
which, although it were foon quelled by fome 
very Airprizing turns of fortune, yet the* fear* 
whether real or pretended, of new attempts* en- 
gaged him in fuch immenie charges, that, inflead 
of clearing any part of that prodigious debt left 
on his kingdom by the former war, which might- 
have been done by any tolerable management, in 
twelve years, of the moft profound peace, he left 
his empire loaden with a vaft addition to the old 

I incumbrance. ' 

This Prince, before he fbcceeded to the snpire 
of Japan, was King of Tedfu* a dominion feat- 

ed 



ed on f the continent to the weft fide of Japaa. 1 
Tedfh Was the place of his birth, and more be-* 
toted by him than his new empire ; for there he 
fpent fome months almoft every year, and thither 
Was foppofed to hate conveyed great fums of 
money feted oat of his imperial revenues. 

There were two maritime towns of great im- 
portance bordering upon Tedfij: Of thefe he 
purchafed a litigated tide; and, to fitpport it, 
was forced not only to retrench deeply on his Ja- 
panefe revenues, but to engage in alliances very 
dangerous to the Japanefe empire. 

Japan Was. at thai! rime a limited monarchy, 
Which, feme authors are of opinion, was intro- 
duced there by a detachment from the numerous 
army of Brennns, who ravaged a great pare of 
Afia ; and thofe of them who fixed in Japan, 
left behind them that kind of military taftitution; 
which the northern people, ta tnftifog ages, car- 
ried through ntoft parts of Europe j the general* 
becoming kings, the great office** a ienate of 
nobles, with a reprefcntativ* from every century 
of private fbldierst and, in the afient of die ma- 
jority in thefe two bodies, confirmed by the ge- 
neral, the lcgiflamre confined. 

I need not farther explain a matter fo univer- 
felly known $ but rcfenrn to my fubjeft. 

The Hufige &&on» by a groft piece of negli- 
gence in the Tortes, had fo far infinoated them- 
fdvet and their opinions into the ftvoor of Rc- 
gogc before he camfc to the empire, that this* 
* Prince 
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Prince firtnly believed them to be his only trtic 
friends* and' the others his mortal enemies. By 
this opinion he governed all the actions of his. 
reign. 

The Emperor died fuddenly, in his journey 
to Tedfu i where, according to his ufual cuftom, 
he was going to pais' the fummer. 

This Prince, during his whole reign, continue 
ed an abfolute ftranger to the language, the* 
manners, the laws, and the religion of Japan v 
and, palling his whole time among old miftrefTes, 
or a few privados, left the whole management 
of the empire in the bands of a m'tnifter, upon 
the condition of being made eafy in his perfonal 
revenues, and the management of parties in the 
fenate. His laft minifter, who governed in [the 
moft arbitrary manner for feveral years, he was 
thought to hate more than he did any other 
peribn in. Japan, except his only fon, the hei* 
to the empire. The diflike he bore to the for- 
mer was, becaufe the minifter, under pretence 
that he could not govern the fenate without di£» 
poling of employments among them, would not 
iufier his mafter to oblige one fingle perfon, but 
difpofed of all to his own relations and depen- 
dents. But, as to that continued and virulent 
- hatred he bore to the Prince his fon, from the 
beginning of his reign to his death, the Hiftorian 
hath not accounted for it, further than by var*. 
ous conjectures, which do not deferve to be 
related. 

The 
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The minifter above mentioned was of a family 
not contemptible, had been early a fenator, and 
from his youth a mortal enemy to the Yortes. 
He had been formerly difgraced in the fenate, 
for fome frauds in the management of a public 
truft. He was perfectly fkilled, by long practi- 
ces, in the fenatorial forms \ and dextrous in the 
purchafing of votes, from thole who could find 
their accounts better in complying with his mea- 
fures, than they could probably lofe by any tax 
that might be charged on the kingdom. He 
feemed to rail in point of policy, by not con- 
cealing his gettings, never fcrupling openly to 
lay out vaft fums of money in paintings, build- 
ings, and purchafing eftates ; when it was known, 
that, upon his firft coming into bufinefs, upon 
the death of the Emprefs Nena, his fortune was 
but inconfiderable. He had the mod: boldnefs, 
and the leaft magnanimity, that ever any mortal 
was endowed with. By enriching his relations, 
friends and dependents, in a moft exorbitant 
manner, he was weak enough to imagine that he 
had provided a fupport againft an evil day. He 
had the beft among all falfe appearances of cou- 
rage, which was a moft unlimited aflurance, 
whereby he would fwagger the boldeft men into 
a dread of his power ; but had not the fmalleft 
portion of magnanimity, growing jealous, and dif- 
gracing every man who was known to bear the 
leaft civility to thofe he difliked. He had fome 
fmall fmattering in books, but no manner of 

polltenefs i 
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politenefs; nor, in his whole life, was ever known 
to advance any one perfon, upon the fcore of 
wit, learning, or abilities for bufinefs. The whole 
fyftem of his miniftxy was corruption j and he 
never gave bribe or penfion, without frankly 
telling the receiver* what he expected from 
them, — and threatening them to put an end to 
his bounty, if they failed to comply in every cir- 
cumftance. 

A few months before the Emperor's death, 
there was a defign concerted between fome emi- 
nent perfons of both parties, whom the defperate 
fiate of the empire had united, to accufe the 
minifter at the firft meeting of a new chofen 
ienate, which was then to affembie according to 
the laws of that empire. And it was believed, 
that the vaft expence he muft be at in chufing an 
aflemWy proper for his purpofe, added to the 
low (hue of the treafury, the encreafing number 
of penfioners, the great diicontcnt of the people, 
and the perfonal hatred of the Emperor ; would, 
if well hud open in the fenate, be of weight 
enough to fink the minifter, when it fhould ap- 
pear to his very penfioners and creatures, that he 
could not fupply them much longer. 

While this fcheme was in agitation, an ac- 
count came of the Emperor's death} and the 
Prince his ion, with univerfal joy, mounted the 
throne of Japan. 

The new Emperor had always lived a private 
life, daring the reign of his father $ who in his 

annual 
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- annual abfence, never trufted him- piorc tKaqt 
once with the reins of government, which he 
held fo evenly, that he became too popular to be 
confided in any more. He was thought not 
unfavourable to the YQrtcs, at leaft not alto- 
gether to approve the virulence wherewith hi* 
father proceeded againft them; and therefore, 
immediately upon his fuceefBon, the principal 
perfons of that denomination came, in feveral 
bodies, to kifc the hem of his garment, whom 
he received with great courtefy, and feme of 
them with particular marks of diftin&ion. 

The Frince, daring the reign of his father^ 
having not been trufted with any public charge, 
employed his leifure in learning the language, 
the religion, the cuftoms, and the difpofition of 
the Japanefe ; wherein he received great informa- 
tion,* among others, from Nomptoe, mcrfter c*f 
cf his £n*oces, and preQdent of the fenate, who 
Secretly hated Lek>p-Aw the miniftcr; and like- 
wife from Ramneh, a moft eminent fenator ; 
who, defpairing to do any good with the father, 
had, with great induftry, fkill, and decency, 
ttfcd his endeavour to inftifl good principles int* 
the young Prince. 

• Upon the news of the former Emperor's 
death, a grand council was fummoned of coorty 
where little pafied befides directing the ceremony 
of proclaiming the fucceflbr. But, in fome days 
after, the new Emperor having confulted with 
thofe perfons hi whom he could chiefly confide^ 
i and 
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and maturely" confidered in his own mind the 
prelent ftate of his' affairs, as well as the difpofi- 
tion of his people, convoked another affembly 
of his council ; wherein, after fome time fpent 
in general bufinefs, fuitable to the prefent emer- 
gency, he direded Lelop-Aw to give him, in as 
fliort terms as he conveniently could, an account 
of the nation's debts, of his management in the 
fenate, and his negotiations with foreign courts : 
Which that minifter having delivered, according 
to his ufual manner, with much aflurance and 
little fatisfa£tion, the Emperor defired to be fully 
fatisfied in the following particulars. 

Whether the vaft expence of chufing fuch 
members into the fenate, as would be content to 
do the public bufinefs, were abfolutely neceffary ? 

Whether thofe members thus chofen in, would 
crofs and impede the neceffary courfe of affairs, 
unlet they were fupplied with great fums of mo- 
ney, and continued penfions ? 

Whether the fame corruption and perverfenefs 
•were to be expeftcd from the Nobles ? 

Whether the empire of Japan were in fo low a 
condition, that the Imperial Envoys, at foreign 
courts* muft be forced to purchafe alliances ; or 
prevent a war, by immenfe bribes, given to the 
minifters of all the neighbouring Princes ? 

Why the debts of the empire were fo prodigi- 
oufly advanced, in a peace of twelve years at 
home and abroad ? 
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Whether the Yortes were univerfaily enemier 
to the religion and laws of the empire, and to 
the Imperial Family now reigning ? 

Whether thofe perfons, whofe revenues con- 
fift in lands, do not give furcr pledges of fidelity 
to the public, and are more mterefted in the 
welfare of the empire, than others whofe for- 
tunes confift only in money ? 

And becaufe Lelop-Aw, for feverafr years paft, 
had engrailed the whole adminiftration, the Em- 
peror iignifie d, that from him alone he expected 
an anfwer. 

This minifter, who had fagacity enough %6 
cultivate an intereft in the young Prince's family - 
during the late Emperor's life, received early 
intelligence from one of their emiflaries, of what 
was intended at the council, — and had fufficient 
time to frame as plaufible an anfwer as his caufe 
and conduct would allow. However, having de- 
fired a few minutes to put his thoughts in order, 
he delivered them in the following manner : 

S I R, 

Upon this ihort unexpected warning, to an- 
fwer your Imperial Majefty's queries, I fhould be 
wholly at a lofs, in your Majefty's auguft pre- 
fence, and that of this moil noble affembly, if 
I were armed with a weaker defence than my 
own loyalty and integrity, and the profperous 
fuccefs of my endeavours. 

It is well known, that the death of the Emprefc 
Nena happened in a moft miraculous juncture ; 

and 
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and that if (he had lived two months longer, 
your illuftrious family would have been deprived 
of your right, and we ihould have feen an ufurp- 
er upon your throne, who would have wholly 
changed the confticution of this empire,, both 
civil and facred * and although that Emprefs 
died in a moft opportune feafon, yet the peace* 
able entrance of your Majefty's father was effect- 
ed by a continual feries of miracles. The truth 
of this appears by that unnatural rebellion which 
the Yortes raifed, without the leaft provocation, 
in the firft year of the late Emperor's reign j 
which may be fufficient to convince your Majc- 
fty, that every foul of that denomination was, 
k 9 and will be for ever, a favourer of the Pre- 
tender, a mortal enemy to your illuftrious family, 
and an introducer of new Gods into the empire. 
Upon this foundation was built the whole con- 
duct of our affairs ; and, fince a great majority 
pf the kingdom was at that time reckoned to fa- 
vour the Yortes' faction, who, in the regular 
courfe pf elections, muft certainly be cho&n 
.members of the fenate then to be convoked ; it 
was ncceflary, by the force of money, to in- 
fluence elections in fuch a manner, that your 
Majefty's father might have a fufficient number 
to weigh down thcfcalc on his fide, and thereby 
carry on thofe meafures which would only fecore 
him and his family in the poffeffion of the em- 
pire. To fupport this original plan, I came into 
She fervice : But the members of the fenate, 
L 2 knowing 
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knowing themfelves every day more neceflary, 
upon the chufing of a new fenate, I found the 
charges to increafe; and that after they were 
chofen, they infifted upon an increafe of their 
pennons j becaufe they well knew, that the work 
could not be carried on without them : And I 
was more general in my donatives, becaufe I 
thought it was more for the honour of the 
crown, that every vote (hould pafs without a' di- 
vifion ; and that when a debate was propofed, 
it fhould immediately be quafhed, by putting the 
queftion. 

Sir, The date of the prefent fehate is expired^ 
and your Imperial Majefty is now to convoke a 
new one; which, I confefs, will be fomewhat 
more expenfive than the laft, becaufe the Yor- 
tes, from your favourable reception, have be* 
gun.to re-affiime a fpirit whereof the country had 
ibme intelltgence ; and we know the majority of 
the people, without proper management, would 
be ftfll in that fatal intereft* However, I dare 
undertake, with the charge only of four hun- 
dred thoufand fprangs *, to return as great a 
majority of fenators of the true ftamp, as your 
Majefty can defirc. As to the fums of money 
paid in foreign courts, I hope, in fome years, to 
eafe the nation of them, when we and our neigh- 
bours come to a good underftanding. However* 
I will be bold to fay, they are cheaper than a 
war, where your Majefty is to be a principal. 

The 1 

* About a million Sterling 
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The penfions, indeed, to fenators and other 
perfons, maft needs increafe, from the reftive- 
.nc6 of fome, and fcrupulous nature of others ; 
and the new members, who are unpra&ifed, 
muft have better encouragement* However, I 
dare undertake to bring the eventual charge 
within eight hundred thoufand fprangs. But, 
to make this cafy, there mould be new funds 
railed, of which I have feveral fchemes ready, 
without taxing bread or flefh, which (hall be re- 
ferred to more preffing occafions. 

Your Majefty knows it is the laudable cuftom 
of all Eaftern Princes, to leave the whole manage- 
ment of affairs, both civil and military, to their 
Vifirs. The appointments for your family, and 
private purfe, fhall exceed thofe of your prede- 
ceflbrs : Tou lhall be at no trouble, farther 
than to appear fometimes in council, and leave 
the reft to me : You fhall hear no clamour or 
complaints : Your fenatc fhall, upon occafions, 
declare you the beft of princes, the father of 
your country, the arbiter of Afia, the defender 
of the opprefled, and the delight of mankind. 

Silt, Hear not thofe who would moft falfely, 
Impioufly, and malicioufly infinuate, that your 
government can be carried on without that whole** 
fome, heceflary expedient, of fliaring the public 
revenue with your faithful deferving fenators* 
This, I know, my enemies are pleafed to call 
bribery and corruption. Be it fo : But I infift, 
that, without this bribery and corruption, the 
L 3 wheels 
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wheels of government will not turn, or at teaft 
will be apt to take fire, like other wheels, unlefe 
they he greafed at proper times* If an angel 
from heaven fhould defcend, to govern this em- 
pire upon any other fcheme than what our ene- 
mies call corruption, he muft return from 
whence he came, and leave the work undone. 

Sir, It is well known we are a trading nation* 
and confequently cannot thrive in a bargain 
where nothing is to be gained. The poor elec- 
tors, who run from their fhops or the plough, 
for the fervice of their country ; are they not to 
be considered for their labour and their loyalty ? 
The candidates, who, with the hazard of their 
perfons* the lofs of their characters, and the 
ruin of their fortunes, are preferred to the fc»- 
nate, in a country where they are ftrangers, be- 
fore the very lords of the foil ; arc they not to 
be rewarded for their zeal to your Majefty's fer- 
vice, and qualified to live in your metropolis as 
becomes the luftre of their ftations ? 

Sir, If I have given great numbers of the 
moft profitable employments among my own re- 
lations, and neareft allies, it was not out of any 
partiality, but becaufe I know them beft, and 
can beft depend upon them. I have been at the 
pains to mould and cultivate their opinions. 
Abler heads might probably have been found, 
but they would not be equally under my direc- 
tion. A huntfman, who hath the abfolute com- 
mand of his dogs, will hunt more effectually 

than 
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than with a better pack, to whoft manner and 
cry he is a ftranger. 

Sir, Upon the whole, I will appeal to all thofe 
who beft knew your royal father, whether that 
bleffed monarch had ever one anxious thought 
for the public, or difappointment or uneafinefs, 
or want of money for all his occafions, during 
the time of my admin iftration ? And, how hap- 
py the people confefled themfelves to be under 
fuch a king, I leave to their own numerous ad- 
drefles \ which all politicians will allow to be the 
mod infallible proof, how any nation (lands af- 
fected to their Sovereign. 

Lelop-Aw having ended his fpeech, and ftruck 
his forehead thrice againft the table, as die cus- 
tom is in Japan, fat down with great complacen- 
cy of mind, and much applaufe of his adherents, 
as might be obferved by their countenances and 
their whifpers. But the Emperor's behaviour 
was remarkable j for, during the whole ha- 
rangue, he appeared equally attentive and uneafy. 
After a fibort paufe, his Majefty commanded that 
fome other counfellor (hould deliver his thoughts, 
either to confirm or object againft what had been 
fpoken by Lelop-Aw, 
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A 

LETT E R 

TO THE 

WRITER of the Occasional Paper. 

[Vide the Craftsman, 1727O 
SIR, 

ALTHOUGH, in one of your Papers, you 
declare an intention of turning them, 
during the dead feafon of the year, into accounts 
of domestic and foreign intelligence; yet I think 
we, your correfpondents, fhould not underftand 
your meaning fo literally, as if you intended to 
reject inferting any other paper, which might 
probably be ufeful for the public. Neither, in- 
deed, am I fully convinced, that this hew courfe 
you refolve to take, will render you more fecure 
than your former laudable practice, of inferting 
fuch fpeculations as were fent you by feveral well- 
wifhers to the good of the kingdom 5 however 
granting fuch notices might be to fome, who 
wanted neither power nor inclination to refent 

them 
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them at your coft. For, fince there is a direct 
law againft fpreading falfe news, if you {hould 
venture to tell us in one of the Craft (men, that 
the Dey of Algiers had got the toothach, or the 
King of Bantam had taken a purge* and the facts 
{hould be contradicted in fucceeding pacquets j I 
do not fee what plea you could offer to avoid 
the utmoft penalty of the law, becaufe you are 
not fuppofed to be very gracious among thofe 
who are moft able to hurt you. . 

Befides, as I take your intentions to be fincere- 
ly meant for the public fervice, fo your original 
method of entertaining and initructing us will be 
more general, and more ufeful in this feafon of 
the year, when people are retired to amufements 
more cool, more innocent, and much more rca- 
fonable than thofe they have left j when their 
paflions. are fubfided or fufpended j when they 
have no .occafions of inflaming themfelves, or 
each other \ where they will have 'opportunities 
of hearing common fenfe, every day in the week, 
from their tenants or neighbouring farmers, and 
thereby be qualified, in hours of rain or leifure, 
to read and coaiider di$ advice or information 
you fhali fend them. 

Another weighty reafon why you. (hould not 
alter your manner of writings by dwindling to a 
news-monger, is, becaufe there is no fufpeniion 
of arms agreed on between you and your adver- 
faries> who fight with a fort of weapons which 
have two wonderful qualities, that they are never 
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to be worn out, and are bcft wielded by the weak- 
eft hands, and which the poverty of our language 
fbrceth me to call by the trite appellations of 
fcurrility, {lander, and BiliingTgate. I am far from 
thinking that tfoefe gentlemen, or rather their 
employers, (for the operators thetnfelves are too 
obfeure to be guefled at), fhould be anfwered 
after their own way, although it wtre poffible to 
drag them out of their obfeurity ; but I wi(h you 
would enquire what real ufe fuch a conduit is to 
the caufe they have been fo largely paid to de- 
fend. The author of the three firft Occafional 
Letters, a perfon altogether unknown, hath been 
thought to glance (for what reafons he bed 
knows) at fome public proceedings, as if they 
were not agreeable to his private opinions. In 
anfwer to this, the pamphleteers retained cm the 
other fide, are inftrufted by their fuperiors, to 
Cngle out an adversary whofe abilities they mod 
have reafon to apprehend, and to load himfelf, 
his family and friends, with all the infamy that a 
perpetual convocation in Bridewell, Newgate, and 
the ftews, could furnifh them ; but, at the fame 
time, fo very unluckily, that the mdft diftinguifh- 
ing parts of their characters ftrike directly in the 
face of their benefactor, whofe idea presenting it- 
felf along with his guineas perpetually to their 
imagination, occafioried this defperatc blunder. 

But, allowing this heap of flander to be truth, 
and applied ro the proper perfon ; what is to be 
the conference? Are our public debts to be 

the 
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the {boner paid; the corruptions rbat author 
\ complains of, to be the fooner cured * an honour* 
| able peace, or a glorious war, the more likely to 
enfue; trade, to flourifh j the Qftend company 
to be demolifheU * Gibraltar and Port^Mahon 
left entire in our po&ffion i the balance of 
Europe to be preferred $ the malignity of parties 
' to bp for ever at an end % none but perfons of 
merit, virtue,. geoiu% and learning, to be encou? 
raged ? I aik whether any of thefe effects will 
follow upon the publication of this author's libel, 
even fuppofing he could prove every fyllable of 
it to be true ? 

At the feme time, I am well affiired* that the 
only reafon of afcribiog thofe papers to a parti* 
' cular perfon, is built upon the information: of a 
certain pragmatical fpy of quality, well known to 
eel: in that capacity by thofe into whofe company 
he infinuates himfelf; a fort of perfons who, 
although without much love, efteem, or dread 
of people in prefent power, yet have too much 
common prudence to fpeak their thoughts with 
freedom before fuch an intruder j who, there* 
fere,- impofes grofsly upon his matters, if he 
makes them pay for any thing but his own con* 
je&uresi 

It is a grievous miftake in a great mintfter, to 
negkft or defpife, much more to irritate, men of 
genius and learning. I have heard one of the 
wiieft perfons in my time obferve, that an admi- 
aiftration was to be known and judged by the 

talents 
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talents of thofe who 'appeared their advocates in 
print. This I muft never allow to be a general 
rule ; yet I cannot but think it prodigioufly un- 
fortunate, that, among the anfwerers, defenders, 
repliers, and panegyrifts, ftarted up in defence 
of prefent perfons and proceedings, there hath 
not yet arifen one whofe labours we can read 
with patience, however we may applaud their 
loyalty and good-will. And all this with the 
advantages of conftant ready pay, of natural and 
acquired venom, and a grant of the whole fund 
of ilander, to range over and riot in as they 
pleafe. 

On the other fide, a turbulent writer of Oc- 
cafional Letters, and other vexatious papers, in 
conjunction perhaps with one or two friends as 
bad as himfelf, is able to difconcert, teaze, and 
four us whenever he thinks fit, merely by the 
ftrength of genius and truth ; and after fo dex- 
trous a manner, that, when we are vexed to the 
foul, and well know the reafons why we are fo, 
we are afhamed to own the firft, and cannot tell 
how to exprefs the other. In a word, it feemt 
to me, that all the writers are on one fide, and all 
the railers on the other. 

However, I do not pretend to aflert, that it it 
impoffible for an ill minifter to find men of wit, 
who may be drawn, by a very valuable considera- 
tion, to undertake his defence x But the misfor- 
tune is, that the heads of fuch writers rebel a- 
gaiaft their hearts ; their .genius forfakes them, 
i when 
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"when they would offer to proftimte it to the 
fervice of injuftice, corruption, party-rage, and 
faik reprefentations of things and perfons. 

And this is the beft argument I can offer in 
defence of great men, who have been of late fo 
very unhappy in the choice of their paper-cham- 
pions; although I cannot much commend their 
good hufbandry, jn thofe exorbitant payments 
of twenty and-iixty guineas at a time for a fcurvy 
pamphlet; fince the fort of work they require, 
is what will all come within the talents of any 
one who hath enjoyed the happinefs of a very 
bad education, hath kept the vileft company, is 
endowed with a fervile fpirit, is mafter of an 
empty purfe, and a heart full malice. 

But, to fpeak the truth in fobernefs ; it fhcmld 
-Teem* xdittle hard, fince the old Whiggifh prin- 
ciple hath been recalled, of ftanding up Vor the 
liberty of 'the prefs, to a degree that no man, 
for ieveral years paft, durft venture out a 
thought which did not fquare to a point with the 
maxims and practices that then prevailed : I fay, 
it is a little hard that the vileft mercenaries 
ihould be countenanced, preferred, rewarded, 
for difcharging their brutalities agsfinft men of 
honour, only upon a bare conjecture. 

If it fhould happen that thefe profligates have 
attacked an innocent perfon, I afk what latis- 
fa&ion can their hirers give in return ? Not all 
the wealth raked together by the mod corrupt ' 
rapacious minifters, in the longeft courfc of un- 
Vol. XI. M limited 
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limited power, would be fuffident to atone for 
the hundredth part of fuch an injury. 

In the common way of thinking, it is a fitua- 
tion fufficient in all conference to fatisfy a rcafon- 
able ambition, for a private perfon, to command 
the laws, the forces, the revenues of a great 
kingdom, to reward and advance his followers 
and flatterers as he pleafes, and to keep his 
enemies (real or imaginary) in the duft. In fuch 
an exaltation, why fhould he be at the trouble 
to make ufe of fools to found his praifes, (be- 
caufe I always thought the lion was hard fet, 
when he chofe the afi for his trumpeter) or 
knaves to revenge his quarrels, at the expence of 
innocent men's reputations ? 

With all thofe advantages, I cannot fee why 
perfons in the height of power, ihould be under 
the leaft concern on account of their reputation, 
for which they have no manner of life ; or to 
ruin that of others, which may perhaps be the 
only poffdSon their enemies have left them. 
Suppofing times of corruption, which I am very 
far from doing, if a writer difplays them in 
their proper colours/ does he do any thing worfe 
than fending cuftomers to the fhop ? Here only, 
at the llgn of the Brazen Head, are to be fold 
places and penfions : Beware of counterfeits, and 
take care of miftaking the door. 

For my own part, I think it very unnecefiary 
to give the character of a great minifter in the 
fulncfc of his power, becaufe it is a thiffg that na- 
turally 
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turally does itfelf, and is obvious to the eyes of 
all mankind ; for his perfonal qualities are all 
derived into the moft minute parts of his admin i- 
ftration. If this be juft, prudent, regular, im- 
partial, intent upon the public good, prepared 
for prefent exigencies, and provident of the 
future ; fuch is the dire&or himfelf in his pri- 
vate capacity : If it be rapacious, infolent, par- 
tial, palliating long and deep difeafes of the 
public with empirical remedies, falfe, difguifed, 
impudent, malicious, revengeful, you fhall in- 
fallibly find the private life of the conductor to 
anfwer in every point ; nay, what is more, every 
twinge of the gout or gravel will be felt in their 
confequences by the community : As the thief- 
catcher, upon viewing a houfe broke open, 
could immediately diftinguiih, from the manner 
of the workmanwip, by what hand it was done. 

It is hard to form a maxim againft which an 
exception is not ready to ftart up : So, in the 
prefent cafe, where the minifter grows enor- 
moufly rich, the public is proportionably poor : 
As in a private family, the fteward always thrives 
the fafteft, when his Lord is running out. 

»#*** «*** 
##*#****# 
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O F 

PUBLIC ABSURDITIES 
IN ENGLAND, 



IT 'iff a common topic of fatire, which you 
will hear not only from the mouths of mi- 
nifters of ftate, but of every whifHer in office, 
that half a dozen bbfcure fellows, over a bottle 
of wine, or a difh of coffee, (hall prefume to cen- 
fure the aftions of parliaments and councils, to 
form fchemes of government* and new-model the 
common-wealth ; and this ufually ridiculed as 
a pragmatical difpofition to politics, in the very 
nature and genius of the people. It may poffibly 
be true : And yet I am grofsly deceived if any 
fober man, of very moderate talents, when he 
reflefts upon the many ridiculous hurtful maxims, 
cuftoms, and general rules of life, which pre- 
vail in this kingdom, would not with great rea- 
fon be tempted, according to the prcfent turn 
of his humour, either to laugh, lament, or be 
angry ; or, if he were fanguine enough, per* 
haps to dream of a remedy. It is the miftake of 
wHe and good men, that they expert more rea- 

fon 
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(on and virtue from human nature, than, tak- 
ing it in the bulk, it is in any fort capable of* 
Whoever hath been prefent at councils or af- 
femblies of any fort, if he be a man of common 
prudencp, cannot but have obferved fuch refults 
and opinions to have frequently pafled a majori- 
ty, as he would be afhamed to advance in pri- 
vate converfation. I fay nothing of cruelty, 
oppreffion, injuftice, and the like, becaufe thefe 
are fairly to be accounted for in all aflemblies, as 
bed gratifying, the paffions and interefts of lead- 
ers v which is a point of fuch high confideration, 
that all other* muft give place to it. But I 
would be undecftood here to fpeak only of opi-* 
aions, ridiculous, foolilh, and abfurd 5 with con* 
clufions and anions fuitable to them, at the fame 
time when, the mod reafonahle proportions are- 
eftcn unanimouily rcje&cd. 

And, as all aflemblies of men are liable to this 
accufation, fo likewife there are natural abfurdi- 
ties from which the wifeft ftates are not exempt, 
which proceed lefs from the nature of their cli- 
mate, than that of their government 5 the Gauls, 
the Britons, the Spaniards, and Italians, hav- 
ing retained very' little of the charafters given 
them in ancient hiftbry. 

By thefe and the like refleflions, I have been 
often' led to coniider fome public abiurdities in 
our own country j moft of which are, in my opi- 
nion, dire&ly againft the rules of right reafon, . 
and. are attended, with great inconvenkneies to* 
M. 3 the 
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the ftate. I fhall mention fuch of them as come 
into memory* without obferving any method ; 
and I (hall give my reafon why I take them 
to be abfuf d in their nature, and pernicious in 
their confequence. 

It is abfurd that any perfon, who profefleth a 
different form of worflrip from that which is na- 
tional, fliould be trufted with a vote for electing 
members in the Houfe of Commons. Becaufc 
every man is full of zeal for his own religion, al- 
though he regards not morality ; and, therefore, 
will endeavour to his utmoft to bring in a repre- 
fentative of his own principles, which, if they be 
popular, may endanger the religion eftablifhed ; 
which, as it hath formerly happened, may alter 
the whole frame of government. 

A ftanding army in England, whether in 
time of peace or war, is a direct abfurdity. For, 
k is no part of our bufinefs to be a warlike na- 
tion, otherwife than by our fleets. In foreign 
wars we have no concern, further than in con* 
junction with allies, whom we may either affift 
by fea, or by foreign troops paid with bur mo- 
ney. But mercenary troops in England can 
be of no ufe, except to awe fenates, and there- 
by promote arbitrary power in a monarchy or 
oligarchy. 

That the eleftion of fenators ihould be of any 
charge to the candidates, is an abfurdity ; but, 
that it fliould be fa to a miniftry, k a manifeft 
acknowledgment of the word defigns. If a mi- 
niftry 
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niftry intended the fcrvice of their prince and* 
country, or well underftood wherein their own. 
fecurity beft confided, (as it is impoflible that * 
parliament freely elected, according to the orU 
ginal inftitution, can do any hurt to a tolerable 
prince, or a tolerable miniftry) ; they would ufe 
the ftrongeft methods to leave the people to 
their own free choice : The members would then 
confift of perfons who had beft. eftates in the 
neighbourhood or county, or at leaft never of 
ftrangers. And furely this is at leaft full as re- 
quifite a circumftance to a legiflature, as to a 
juryman, who ought to be, if poflible, ex viei- 
nio ; fince fuch perfons muft be fuppofed the 
beft judges of the wants and defires of their fe- 
veral boroughs and counties. To choofe a re- 
prefentative for Berwick, whofeeftate is at the 
Land's-End, would have been thought in formes 
times a very great folecifm ; liOw much more as 
it is at prefent, where fo many perfons are re* 
turned for boroughs, who do not poflefs a foot 
of land in the kingdom * 

By the old conftitution, whoever poileded a 
freehold in land, by which he was a gainer of 
forty (hillings a year, had the privilege to vote 
for a knight of the fhire. The good efFe&s of 
this law are wholly eluded, partly by the courfe 
of time, and pardy by corruption. Forty (hil- 
lings in thofe ages were equal to twenty pounds 
in our's ; and therefore it was then a want of 
jfagacity to fiat that privilege to a determinate 
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fiim y rather than to a certain quantity of land* 
arable or pafture, able to produce a certain quan- 
tity of corn or hay* And therefore it is highly 
abfurd, and againft the intent of the law, that 
this deficit is not regulated. 

But the matter is ftill worfe : For any gentle- 
man can,, upon occafion, make as many free- 
holders as his eftate or iettlement will allow, by 
making, leafes for life of land at a rack rent of 
forty ihilfingS) where a tenant, who is not worth 
one farthing a-year, when his rent is paid, flbalt 
be held a legal voter for a perfon to reprefent 
his county. Neither dtx I enter into half the 
frauds that are pra&i&d upon this occafion. 

It is likewiie abfurd, that boroughs decayed: 
are not abfolutely extinguHhed, becaufe the re- 
turned members do in reality reprefent nobody: 
at all ; and that feveral large towns are not repre- 
fented, though full of induftrious townfinen*, 
who much advance the trade of the kingdom. 

The claim of feaators, to have themfclves and' 
fcrvants exempted from htw-fuits and arrefts, is 
manifeftly abfurd. The proceedings at law are 
already fo fcandalous a grievance, upon account 
•f the delays, that they little need any addition* 
Whoever is either not able, or not willing to pay 
his juft debts, or, to keep* other men out of 
their land*, would evade the decifion of the law, 
is furely but ill qualified to be a legillator. A 
criminal, with as good reafon, might fit on the 
bench* with a power of condemning men to be? 

hanged 
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hanged for their honefty. By the annual fitting 
of parliaments, and the days of privilege preced- 
ing and fubfequent, a fenator is one half of the 
year beyond the reach oi common juftice. 

That the facred perfon of a fenator's footman 
(hould be free from arreft* although he undoes 
the poor ale-wife by running on fcore, is a cir- 
cumftance of equal wifdom and juftice, to avoid 
the great evil of his matter's lady wanting her 
compliment of liveries behind the coach. 
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S It O R T 

REMARKS 



O M 

BISHOP BURNET's HISTORY. 



THIS author is in moft particulars the worft 
qualified for an hiftorian, that ever I met 
with. His ftyle is rough, full of improprieties, 
in expreffions often Scotch, and often fuch as 
are ufed by the meaneft people. He difcovers a 
great fcarcity of words and phrafes, by repeating 
the fame feveral hundred times, for want of ca- 
pacity to vary them. His obfervations arc mean 
and trite, and very often falfe. His Secret His- 
tory is generally made up of coffee-houfe fcan- 
dals, or at beft from reports at the third, fourth, 
or fifth hand. The account of the Pretender's 
birth, would only become an old woman in a 
chimney-corner. His vanity runs intolerably 
through the whole book, affe&ing to have been 
of confequence at nineteen years old, and while 
he was a little Scotch parfon of 40I. a-year. He 
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was a gentleman born ; and, in the time of hi* 
youth and vigour, drew in an old maiden daugh- 
ter of a Scotch Earl to marry him. His cha» 
oo&ers are miferably wrought, in many thing! 
tuiftaken, and all of them detracting, except of 
thoTe who were friends, to the Prefbyterians. 
That early love of liberty he boafts of, is abfolpte* 
ly falfe ; for the firft book that I believe he ever 
publifhed, is an entire treatife in favour of pad 
five obedience and abfolute power ; Co that hi| 
reflections on the clergy, for aflcrting, and the* 
changing thofe principles, come very improperly 
from him* He is the moft partial or all winters 
that ever pretended fo much to impartiality ; and 
yet I, who knew him well, am convinced that he b 
as impartial as he could poffibly find in hb heart g 
I an} fure more than I ever expe&ed from him ; 
particularly In his accounts of *he Eapift and Fa- 
natic plots. This work may be more properly 
called, A Hiflory of Scotland during the author 9 ! 
time, with fome digrefftons relating to England, 
rather than deferve the title he gives it. For I 
believe two-thirds of it relate only to that beggar- 
ly nation, and their inlignificant brangles and fac- 
tions. What he fucceeds bed in is, in giving ex- 
tracts of arguments, and debates in council or 
parliament. Nothing recommends his book but 
the recency of the fa&s he mentions, moft of 
them being ftill in memory, efpeeially the ftory 
of the Revolution $ which, however, is not lb 
well told as might be expected, fcom one who 
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afFe£b to have had fo confid&rable a (hare in it. 
*After all, he was a man of generality and good 
nature, and very communicative ; but, in his ten 
laft years, was abfolute party-mad, and fancied 
he faw Popery tinder every bufih. He hath told 
me many paflages not mentioned in his hiftory, 
fcnd many that are, but with feveral circumftan- 
ces, fupprefled or altered. He never gives a 
good character without one effential point, that 
Uie perfon was tender to diflenters, and thought 
ihany things in the church ought to be amended; 
v ' Settihjr up for a maxim) Laying down for a 
maxim, Clapt up. Decency, and fome other words 
and phrafes, he ufes many hundred times. 

Cut out for a Court, A pardoning planet ; Clapt 
up, Left in the lurch, The Mob, Outed, A great 
beauty, Went roundly to work: AH thefe phrafes 
tifed by the vulgar, fhew him to hate kept mean 
pr illiterate company in his youth. 
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The Invafion of it by Julius Cjesar, 



William thi Conoj7eror> 
"1HE moll antlent account we have 



full of inhabitants, divided into feveral 
•petty kingdoms, as moft nations of the 
world appear to have been at firft. The 
bodies of the Britons were painted with Briton*, 
a fky-coloured blue, either as an orna- 
ment, or elfe for terror to their enemies. 
In their religion they were Heathens, as Heathen* 
all the world was before Christ, ex- 
cept the Jews. ' 
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Druids. Their priefts were called Druids : 
Thefe lived in hollow trees, and com* 
mitted not their myjfteries to writing, 
but delivered theni down by tradition, 
whereby they were in time wholly loft. 

The Britons had wives 4n cemmon, 
fo many to a particular tribe or fociety, 
and the children were in common to 
that fociety. 

About £fty years before Chrift, Julius 
Cxfar, the iirft Roman Emperor, hav- 
ing conquered Gaul or France, invaded 
Britain, rather to increafe his glory than 
conquefts ; for having overcome the na- 
tives : m one or two 'battles, he returned. 

The next invaiion of Britain by the 
Romans (then mailers of moft. of the 
known world,) was in the reign ctf the 
Claudius. Emperor Claudius ; but it was not whol- 
Kcro. ly fubdued till that of Nero. It was go- 
verned %y lieutenants, or deputies, font 
from Rome, as Ireland is now by depu- 
ties from (Eng&nd, and continued thus 
under the Romans for about 
years ; till that empire 'being invaded by 
ibc Goths ;and Vandals, the Romans 
were forced not only to recal their own 
armies, but aHb to draw from hence the 
braveft of the Britons, for their affift- 
ance againft thofe Barbarians. 
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The ' Roman conquefts nt this Mfand 
reached' no further northward', than to 
that part of Scotfcwid where Stirling and! 
Glafgow are feated : The region* bcyondf 
was held not worth the conquering : It 
was kvhabked by a barbarous people, 
called Ca&dotiiafrs ami Pf&s ; who, be- Plto. 
fag a rough- fierce nation, daily infefted 
the Britrff* borders. Therefore the Env- 
peroE Severus buHt a watt, from Stir- Pitts wall. 
Hwg to* Glafgow, to prevent the mvafions 
of the Kcls r It is commonly called the 
Pith watt. 

TTrcfe and Caledonians, or Scots, 
encouraged by the departure of the Ro- 
mans, do now cruelly infeft and invade A. D. 4350 
the Britons by tea and land : The Bri- 
tons chafe Vortigern for - their king, who 
was forced to invite the Saxons, (a fierce Saxon*, 
northern people) to aflift him againft 
fhofe Barbarians. The Saxons came o- 
ver, and beat the Pi&s in feveral battles; 
but, at iaft, pick quarrels with the Bri- 
tons themfelves 5 and, after a long war, 
drive them into the mountains of Wales 
and Cornwall, and eftablifh themfelves. 
in feven kingdoms in Britain, (by them 
now called England.) Thefe feven king- 
doms are ufually ftiled the Saxoa Hep- 
tarchy. 

N 2 About 
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A. D. 460. About this time lived King Arthur, 

Arthur. (if the whole ftory be not a fable) who ' 
was fo famous for beating the Saxons 
In feveral battles. 
v The Britons received Chriftianity very 

early, and, as is reported, from fome of 
the difciples themfelves : So that when 

A. D. 6oo. ^ Romans left Britain, the Britons 
were generally Chriftians. But the Saxons 
were Heathens v till Pope Gregory the 

A»ftin. Great fent over hither Auftin the Monk, 
by whom Ethelbert King of the South 
Saxons, and his fubjefts, were convert- 
ed to Chriftianity j and the whole bland 
foon followed the example. 

After many various revolutions in 
this ifland among the kingdoms of the 

Egbert. Saxons, Egbert, defcended from the 

A. D. 8x9. Weft Saxon kings, became fole monarch 
of England. 

The language in Britain was Britifh, 
(now called Welch) or Latin ; but, with 
the Saxons, Englilh came in, (although 
extremely different from what it is now). 
The prefent names of towns, (hires, &c. 
were given by them 5 and the whole 
kingdom was called England, from the 

Angle?. Angles* who were a branch of the Sax- 
ons. 

As foon as the Saxons were fettled, 
Eases. & e Danes began to trouble and invade 

them, 
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them, as they (the Saxons) had before 
done the Britons. 

Thefe Danes came out of Germany, 
Denmark, and Norway; a rough war- 
| like people, little different from the 
Saxons, to whom they were nigh neigh- 
hours. 

After many invafions from the Danes, 
Edgar king of England fets forth the Edgar; 
firft navy. He was intitled King of all 
Albion, (an old name of this ifland) and 
was the firft abfolute monarch. He 
made peace with the Danes, and allowed, 
them to live in his dominions mixt with 
the Englifhw 

In this Prince's time, there were five 
kings in Wales, who all did him homage 
for their country. 

Thefe Danes began firft to make their 
invafions here about the year 800, which 
they after renewed at feveral times, and 
under feveral leaders, and were as often 
repulfed. They ufed to come with vaft: 
numbers of (hips, burn and ravage be- 
fore them, as the cities of London, 
Winchefter, &c. Encouraged by fuc- 
eefs and prey, they often wintered in 
England, fortifying themfelves in the 
northern parts, from whence they cruel- 
ly infefted the Saxon kings. In procefs 
o£ time, they mixed with the Englifh (as^ 
N 3 wa»> 
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ms Aid before) and lived tirtder the? 

A. D. 978. Saxon government : But Ethelred, thefl 
king of England, Weary of the Danifh 

Danes maf- nlfolence, & corrfpiracy isf formed, Mid 

fccrcd. Aie Danes atfe maitacred in Orie day all 
over England. 

Swainc Fonr years after, Swaine king of Den* 
sftarfc, to rafenge the death of his fub- 
}eels, invaded England * and, after bat* 
ties fought, and mtich cruelty exercifed, 
he fubdues the whole kingdom, forcing 
Ethelred to fly into Normandy. 

Catmtus. Swaine dying, his fort Canutes fuc- 
tecds in the kingdom ; but Ethelred 
returning with an army, Canutus U 
forced to withdraw to Denmark for 

&£€OUtV 

Ethelred dies, and his fcn Edittond 
Ironfide fucceeds 5 but Cariufus return- 
frig with frefh forces from Denmark* 
after feveral battled, the kingdom is 
parted between them- festh. £dm6fi& 
dying, his fons are font beyond fca bf 
Cairotus, who- now is fefe king of Eflg-* 
land. 

Hardicaniite, the laft Daftfcfh King* 
djing without iffiie, Edwa*d fori of 
Ethelred, fe ehofen king. For his great 
ndtinefs, he Was fir named the Cdnfeflbr, 
and fainted after his* death. He Was the 
firft of our princes that attempted to* 

cure. 



( iffi ) 



cure the king's evil by touching. He King's Eva. 
flrft introduced what is now called the 
Common Law. In hb time began the 
mode and humour among the English 
gentry, of ufing the French tongue and 
foftiiom, in compliance wkh the King, 
Who had been bred up in Normandy. 

The Daoifti government in 'England 
kfted but twenty -fix years, under three 
king*. 

Edward the Con&flbr married the 
daughter of Eari Godwin, an Engfiih 
nobleman of great power, but of Danifh 
extraction \ but wanting ifftie, he ap- 
pointed Edgar Atheling, grandfon t* 
hi* brother, to fiicceed him, and Harold, Harold. 
Ion of Earl Godwin, to be governor of 
the young prince* But; upon Edward's 
death, Harold neglected Edgar Atheling, 
and ufbrped the crown for himiclf. 

Edward, white he was in Normandy, 
met fo good reception, that k was faid 
he made a promife to* that Dtfke, that 
in cafe he recovered his kingdom, and 
died without iflue, he would leave it to 
him. Edward dying, William Duke of 
Normandy fends to Harold to claim the 
drown ; but Harold, now in pofieffion, 
refolves to keep it. Upon which Duke 
William having prepared a mighty fleet 
and army, invades England, lands at 
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Haftings, and fets fire to his fleet, to cut 
off all hope from his men, of returning. 
To Harold he fent his mefienger, de- 
manding the kingdom, and his fubjec- 
tion : • But Harold returned him this 
anfwer, That unlefs he departed his 
land, he would make him fenfible of his 
juft difpleafure. So Harold advanced 
his forces into Suffex, wkhin feven miles 
of his enemy. The Norman Duke, to 
fave the effufion of blood, fent thefe 
offers to Harold; either wholly to refign* 
the kingdom to him, or to try the quar- 
rel with him in fingle combat. To this 
Harold did not agree. 

Then the battle joined. The Nor- 
, mans had gotten the worft, if it had not 

been for a ftratagem they invented, 
A. D. 1066. which got them the day. In this en- 
gagement Harold was killed, and Wil- 
liam Duke of Normandy became king 
of England, under the name of Wil^ 
Ham the Conqueror., 
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A 

L E T T E R - 

TO 

A Member of Parliament in Ireland, 
Upon the chufing a new Speaker there* 

Written in the year 1708. 
« 

I SIR, 

! XTOU may eafily believe I am not at all fur- 
X prifed at what you tell me, iince it is but a 
confirmation of my own conje&ure that I fent 
you laft week, and made you my reproaches up- 
on it at a venture. It looks exceeding ftrange, yet 
I believe it to be a great truth, that in order to 
carry a point in your Houfe, the two following 
circumftances are of great advantage : Firft, to 
have an ill caufe ; and, fecondly, to be a mino- 
rity. For both thefe circumftances are extreme- 
ly apt to invite men, to make them affiduous in 
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their attendance, watchful of opportunities, zea- 
lous for gaining over profelytes, and often fuc- 
cefsful ; which is not to be wondered at, when 
favour and intereft are on the fide of their opi- 
nion. Whereas, on the contrary, a majority 
with a good caufe are negligent and fupine. They 
think it fufficient to declare themfelves upon opi- 
nion in favour of their party ; but, failing againft 
the tide of favour and preferment, they are ea- 
fily fcattered and driven back. In fhort, they 
want a consmon principle to cement, and mo- 
tive to fpirit them. For the bare afting upon a 
principle, from the dictates of a good confeience, 
or pro^eft of ferwng the public, will no* go ve- 
ry far under the prefent difpofitions of mankind. 
This was amply verified laft feffions of parlia- 
ment, upon occa&m* of the money-bill, the me- 
rits of which I (hall not pretend to examine. It 
is enough that, upon the firft news of its tranf- 
miflion hither, in the form it afterwards appear- 
ed, the members, upon dtftourfe with their 
friends, feemed unanimous againft it. I mean 
thofe of both parties, except a few, who were 
looked upon as perfons ready to go any lengths 
prefcribed them by the court. Yet with only a 
weak canvaffing among a very few hands, the 
bill paffed after a full debate, by a very great ma- 
jority. Yet, I believe, you will hardly attempt 
perfuading me, or aay body elfe, that ooe man 
in ten, of thofe who changed their language, 
were moved by rcafoos any Way afiedting the me* 
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*ks of the -caufe, but merely through liope, fears, 
indolence, jar good manners. Nay, I have been 
afiured fnom good Jxands, that there was ASM a 
number fofficient to make a majority agamft the 
b8I, 'if tf&ey bad not apprehended Ate other fide 
to be fecwre, and therefore -thought it •impru- 
dence, ! by declaring themfelvcs, to difobBge" tfhe 
government to -no ^mrpofb. 

Reflecting upon this, and forty other paflage*, 
in 'the federal Houfes of Cwnmons fince the Re- 
solution, makes me apt to 'think there is nothing 
aOaef <5overoer,can he trommanded to attempt 
here, wherein he may not Succeed, with a «*ery 
competent 4h&pc of -addrels, and with fucii afffift- 
ance as be will always find ready at his devotion. 
And Aercfore i repeat what 1 faid at firft, that 
I am not at all furprifcd at what you tell me. 
For if there had -been the leaft fparkdf public 
fpirit left, thofe who wifhed well to their coun- 
try and its coriftitution in church and Hate, 
fhould, upon^the firft news of the late Speaker's 
promotion, (and you and 1 kndw it might have 
been done a great deal fooner) have immediately 
gone together, and confuted about the fitteft 
peitfon to fucceed him. But, by all I can com- 
prehend, you have been fo far from proceed- 
ing thus, that it hardly ever came into any of 
your heads. And the reafon you give, is the 
worft in the world: That none offered them- 
felves, and you knew not whom to pitch upon* 
h feems, however, the other party was more re- 
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folved, or at lcaft not fo modeft : For you fay 
your vote is engaged againft your opinion, and 
feveral , gentlemen in my neighbourhood tell me 
the fame ftory of themfelves. This, I confefs, 
is of an unufual ftrain, and a good many fteps 
below any condefcenfions, a court will, I hope, 
ever require from you. I fhall not trouble my- 
felf to enquire who is the perfon for whom you 
and others are engaged, or whether there be 
more candidates from that fide than one* You 
tell me nothing of either, and I never thought it 
worth the queftion to any body elfc. But in fo 
weighty an affair, and againft your judgment, I 
cannot look upon you as irrevocably determined. 
Therefore, I defire you will give me leave to rea- 
fon with you a little upon the fubject, left your 
compliance or inadvertency fhould put you up- 
on what you may have caufe to repent of as long 
as you live. 

You know very well, the great bufinefe of the 
high-flying Whigs at this juncture, is to endea- 
vour a repeal of the Teft-claufe. You know 
lijcewife, that the moderate men, both of High 
and Low-church, profefs to be wholly averfe 
from this deiign, as thinking it beneath the po- 
licy of common gardeners to cut down the only 
hedge that flielters from the North. Now, I 
will put the cafe : If the perfon to whom you 
have promifed your vote, be one of whom you 
have the leaft apprehenfion that he will promote 
or aflent to the repealing of that claufe* whether 
i k 
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k be decent or proper he fliould be the mouth of 
&n aflembly, whereof a very great majority pre- 
tend to abhor his opinion ? Can a body, whofe 
mouth and heart muft go fo contrary ways, 
«ver aft with finceriry, or hardly with confid- 
ence ? Such a man is no proper vehicle to retain 
or convey the fenfe of the Houfe, which, in fo 
ftiany points of the greateft moment, will be di- 
re£Uy contrary to his. It is fall as abfurd, as to 
prefer a man to a bifhoprick, who denies revealed 
religion. But it may poffibly be a great deal 
worfe. What if the perfon you defign to vote 
into that important poft, fliould not only be a 
declared enemy of the Sacramental Teft, but 
fliould prove to be a folicitor, an encourager, or 
even a penner of addrefles to complain of it ? 
Do you think it fo indifferent a thing, that a 
promife of courfe, the eflPeft of compliance, im- 
portunity, fliame of refilling, or any the like 
motive, {hall oblige you paft the power of redraft- 
ing. 

Perhaps you will teH me, as fome have already 
had the weaknefs, that it is of litde importance 
to either party to have a Speaker of their fide, 
his bufinefs being only to take the fenfe of the 
Houfe, and report it ; that you often, at com- 
mittees, put an able Speaker into the chair, on 
purpofe to prevent him from flopping a bill. 
Why, if it were no more than this 5 I believe I 
fliould hardly chufe, even among my footmen, 
fach a one to deliver a meflage, whofe intereft 
i and opinion led him to wifh it might mifcarry. 
Vol. XL O But 



( \5* > 

But I remember to have heard Colonel Birch of 
Herefordfliire .fay, that he was a very forry 
Speaker, whofe fiogle vote was not better than, 
fifty common ones. I am fure it is reckoned la 
fcngland the. firft great teft of the prevatencyof 
either parry in the Houfe. Sir Thomas kyttleton 
thought, that a Houfe of Commons with a ftink- 
ing breath (fqppofiqg the Speaker, to be the 
mouth) would go near to infcS every wfrh>- 
in the walls, and a great de^l widiQut. I* is the 
fmalleft part of an able Speaker's bufinefs, what 
he performs in the Houfe, at leaft if he be ia 
with the Court, when it is hard to (ay how many 
converts may be made in a circle of {U&iot or 
private cabals. And yqu and I eafily call to mind 
a gentleman in thajt ftation in Ifogland* who, hy 
his own arts, and perfonal credit, was able icq 
draw over a majority , and change the whole 
power of a prevailing fide in a nice -jun&ure of 
affairs, and made a parliament empire in ope par* 
ty, who had lived in another. 

I am far from an inclination to multiply parcy- 
caufes } but furdy the heft of us can with very ill 
grace make that an obje£Vion, who have not been 
fo nice in matters of much lefs importance. Yet 
Jt have heard fome perfons of both fides, gravely 
deliver tbemfejves J n this manner, Why Should 
we make the chufiqg a Speaker a party-caufe ? 
Let us fix upon one who is well verfed in the 
pra&ices and methods of parliament. And I be- 
lieve there are too many who would talk at the 
fame rate, if the queftion were not only about 
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abofcthingthc Sacramental Teft, but the Sacra- 
ment kfclf. 

But fuppofe the principles of the moft artful 
Speaker would have no influence either to obtain 
or obftruft any point in parliament, who can an- 
swer what cfle&s ftich a chdice may produce 
without doors ? It is obvidus how fuch a matter 
ftrves to raife the Shirks and hopes of the Di£ 
fcnters* and their high-flying advocates ; what 
lengths they run, what conclufions they form, 
and what hope* they entertain. Do they hear of 
& sew friend in office ? That h encouragement 
eooagh to prejudice the city againft the opinicki 
of a majority, into an addrefl to the Queen for 
repealing the Sacramental Teft 5 or iffue out their 
orders to the next fanatic parfon, to furbifh up 
his old fermons, and preach and print hew ones 
direftly againft Epifcopacy. I would lay. a good 
wager, thAt, if the choke of a new Speaker lire- 
cecds ex*ac~$y to their liking, we fhall fee k fbon 
followed by many new attempts, either in the 
form of pamphlet, fermon, or addrefs, to the 
fame, or perhaps more dangerous purpofes. 

Suppofing the Speaker's office to be only ah 
employment of profit and honour, and a ftep to 
a better 5 iince it is in your own gift, will you 
not chufe to beftow it upon fome perfon whofe 
principles the majority of you pretends to ap- 
prove, if it were only to be fure of a worthy 
man hereafter, in a high ftation, on the bench, 
or at the bar? 
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I confefs, if it Were a thing poffible to be com* 
paired, it would feera moft reafonable to fill the 
chair with fome perfon who would be entirely 
devoted to neither party : But, fince there are fo 
- few of that character, and thofe either unquali- 
fied or unfriended, I cannot fee how a majority 
will anfwer it to their reputation, to be fo ill pro- 
Tided of able perfons, that they muft have re* 
courfe for a leader to their adverfaries j, a pro* 
ceeding of which I never met with above one 
example, and even, that fucceeded but ill, though 
it was recommended by an oracle, which advifed 
fome city in Greece ta beg a General front their 
enemies, who, in fcorn, feat them either a fidr 
ler or a poet, I have forgotten which ; but fo 
much I remember, that his conduct was fuch* 
as they foon grew weary of him. 

You pretend to be heartily refolved againft re- 
pealing the Sacramental Teft, yet, at the fame 
time, give the only great employment you have 
to difpofe of, to a perfon who will take that Teft 
againft his ftomach, (by which word I underftand 
many a man's confeience) who earneftly wifhed it 
repealed, and will endeavour it to the utmoft of 
his power ; fo that the firft action, after you meet* 
will be a fort of contravention to that Teft : And 
will any body go further than your practice, to 
judge of your principles I 

And now I am upon this fiibject, I cannot 
conclude without faying fomething to a very 
popular argument againft that Sacramental Teft, 
which may be apt to fhake many of thofe who 
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would otherwifewifli well enough to it. ; They 
fay, it was a new hardfhip put upon ,the Diffen* 
ters, without any provocation ; and^ it is plaio, 
could be no way neceflary, becaule we had peace- 
ably lived together fo long without it. They add 
fome other circumftances of the arts by which 
it was obtained, and the perfon by whom it was 
inferted. Surely fuch jpcople do not confide^ 
that the penal laws againft DiiFenters were made 
ineffectual by the connivance and mercy of the 
government f fo that all employments of the ftate, 
lay as open to them, as they did tt> the beft and 
moft legal fubjects. Arid what progrefs they 
would have made by the advantages of a late 
conjuncture, is obvious to imagine 7 which I 
take to be a full anfwer to that objection;. 

I remember, upon the tranfiniffion of that bill 
with the Teft-claufe inferted, the DHfenters and! 
their partizans, among other topics, fpoke much 
of the good effects produced by the lenity of the 
government : That the prefljyterians were grown 
•very inconfiderable in their number and quality,, 
and would daily come i» to the church, if we 
did not fright them from it by new feverities.. 
When the act was pafled, they preferitly changed: 
their ftyie, and raifed a clamour, through both 
kingdoms, of the great numbers of confiderable 
gentry who were laid afide, and could no longer 
ferve their Queen and country r Which hyper- 
bolical way of reckoning, when it came to be 
melted down into truth, amounted to abottt fif- 
teen country juftices, moft of them of the loweft* 
O 3 fize> 
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fae, for eftate,' quality, or underftanding. How* 
ever, this puts me in mind of a paflage told me 
by a greac man, although I know not whether 
it be any -where recorded: That a complaint was 
made to the King and Council of Sweden, of a 
prodigious fwarm of Scots, who, under the 
condition of Pedlars, infefted that kingdom to 
fuch a degree, as, if not fuddenly prevented, 
might in time prove dangerous to the ftate, by 
joining w|th any difcontented party : Mean-whHe 
the Scots, by their agents, placed a good fum of 
money to engage the offices of the prime mU 
nifter in their behalf ; who, in order to their de- 
fence, told the Council, he was aflured they were 
but a few inconfiderable people, that lived honeft- 
ly and poorly, and were not of any confequence* 
Their enemies offered to prove the contrary : 
Whereupon an order was made to take their 
numbers, which was found to amount, as I re- 
member, to about thirty thoufand. The affair 
was again brought before the Council, and great 
reproaches made the firft minifter, for his ill 
computation $ who, prefently taking the other 
handle, faid, he had reafon to believe the num- 
ber yet greater than what was returned; and then 
gravely ofiered to the King's confideration, whe- 
ther it were &fe to render defperate fo great a 
body of able men, who had little to lofe, and 
whom any hard treatment would only ferve to 
unite into a power capable of difturbing, if not 
deftroymg, the peace of the kingdom. And fo 
they were fuffered to continue* 

SOME 
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SOME FEW 
THOUGHTS 



CONCI1RIHO 

The REPEAL the TEST. 



THOSE of either fide who have written 
upon this fubjeel of the Teft, in making 
or anfwering objections, fecm to fail, by not 
preffing fufficiently the chief point upon which 
the controverfy turns. The arguments ufed by 
thofe who write for the church, are very good 
in their kind ; but will have little force under the 
prefent corruptions of mankind, becaufe the 
authors treat this fubjeft tanquam in republica 
PlatoniS) et non in face Romuli. 

It muft be cbnfefled, that, confidering how 
few employments of any confequence fall to the 
Cbarc of thofe Englifli who are born in this king- 
dom, and thofe few very dearly purchafed, at 
the expence of confeience, liberty, and all re- 
gard for the public good, they are not worth 
contending for : And, if nothing but profit were 

in 
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in the cafe, it would hardly coft me one figh, 
when I fhoutd fee thofe few fcraps thrown a- 
mong every fpecies of Fanatics, to fcuffle for 
among themfelves. 

And this will infallibly be the cafe after re- 
pealing the Teft: For every fubdivifion of feft 
will, with equal juftice, pretend to have a (hare \ 
and, as it is ufual with fharers, will never think 
they have enough, while any pretender is left 
unprovided/ I fhall not except the Quakers ; 
becaufe, when the paflage is once let open for 
all fe&s to partake in public emoluments, it is 
very probable the lawfulnefs of taking oaths, 
and wearing carnal weapons, may be revealed to 
(he brotherhood ; which thought, I confefs, was 
firft put into my head by one of the fhr ewdeft 
Quakers in this kingdom *« 

MAXIMS 



• Undoubtedly the Quaker hinted at by Dr Swift, was the 
late Mr Rooke; a man who had a very good tafte for wit, had 
Tead abundance of hiftory, and was perhaps the mod learned 
Quaker, one of them, in the world. ' To the beft of my recoi- 
fe&on, he was the author of a good humorous paftoral in the 
QuaJkcr-ftylc. 
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MAXIMS controlled in IRELAND. 

The Truth of feme Maxim in State and Govern- 
ment) examined with reference to Ireland* 

THERE are certain Maxims of State, found- 
ed upon long obfervation and experience, 
drawn from the conftant pradtice of the wifeft 
nations, and from the very principles of govern* 
ment, nor ever controlled by any .writer upoa 
politics. Yet all thefe maxims do neceflarily 
prefuppofe a kingdom, or commonwealth, to 
have the fame natural rights common to the reft 
of mankind who have entered into civil fociety. 
For, if we could conceive a nation where each 
of the inhabitants had but one eye, one leg, and 
one hand, it is plain, that before you could in- 
* ftitute them into a republic, an allowance muft 
be made for thofe material defects, wherein they 
differed from other mortals. Or, imagine a 
legiflator forming a fyftem for the government 
of Bedlam, and, proceeding upon the maxim 
that man is a fociable animal, ihould draw them 
out of their cells, and form them into corpora- 
tions or general affemblies ; the confequence 
might probably be, that they would fall foul on 
each other, or burn the houfe over their own 
heads. 

Of 
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Of the like nature are innumerable errors, 
committed by crude and fhort thinkers, who 
reafon upon general topics, without the leaft 
allowance for the moft important circumftances, 
which quite alter the nature of the cafe. 

This hath been the fate of thofe fmall dealers, 
who are every day publifhing their thoughts, ei- 
ther on paper, or in their aflemblies, for improv- 
ing the trade q{ kfbnd, ate} referring us to thk 
praAice and example; of England, Holland* 
France, or other nations. 

I {hall therefore examine certain maxims of 
government, which generally paft for tt&eontrol* 
led in the world, and confider how far they will 
filit with the pxefent condition of this kingdoms 

Firft, It is affirmed by wife men, that the 
dearnefs of things neceflary for life in a fruitful 
country, is a certain fign of wealth and great 
commerce : For, when fuch neceflaxics are dear) 
itnwft abfolutely follow, diat money is cheap and 
plentiful. 

But this is raanifcftry falfe in Ireland, for thft 
following reafon : Some years ago, the fpedes 
of money" here did probably amount to fix or 
fevcn hundred thou&nd pounds * and. 1 have 
good eaufe to believe, that our remittances then 
did not much exceed the cafli brought in to us> 
But the prodigious d^fcouragement? we have fince 
received in every branch of our trade, by the 
frequent enforcements, and rigorous execution 
of the navigation-aft, the tyranny of undgrf ctft* 

ftonv 
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ftom4ioufc officers, the yearly addition of ab- 
sentees* the payments tp regiments abroad,, to 
civil and military officers refiding In England, the 
unexpected fudden demands of great iuras from 
the Treafiiry, and fome other drains of perhaps 
as great confequence, we now fee ourfelves re» 
dueed tp a ftate (fines we have 90 friends) of be- 
ing pitied by our enemies, at ieaft, if our ene- 
mies were of fuch a 'kind as to be capable of any 
regards towards -us, except of hatred and con- 
tempt, , 

Forty years are now pafled finee the Revolu- 
tion, when the contention of the Britifh empire 
was, raoft unfortunately for us, and altogether 
agaiuft the ufual courfe of fuch mighty changes 
in government, decided in the leaft important 
nation \ but with fuch ravages and ruin' executed 
On both fides, as to leave the kingdom a cLiart, 
which, in fome fort, it ftill continues. Neither 
did the long rebellions in 1641, make half fuch a 
deftru&ion of houfes, plantations, and perfgnal 
wealth, in both kingdoms, as two years cam- 
paigns did in our 7 *, by fighting England's battles. 

By flow degrees, and by the gentle treatment 
we received- under two aufpicious reigns, we 
grew able to live without running in debt. Our 
abfentees were but few, we had great indulgence 
in trade, a confiderable (hare in employments of 
church and ftate; and, while the ihort leafes 
continued, which were left fome years after the 
war ended, tenants paid their rents with eale and 

. chearful- 
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chearfulnefs, to the great regret of their land- 
lords, who had taken up a fpirit of oppreffion 
that is not eafily removed. And although, in 
thefe fhort leafes, the rent was gradually to en- 
creafe after fhort periods ; yet as foon as thte 
term elapfed, the land was let to the higheft 
bidder, moft commonly without the leaft effec- 
tual claufe for building or planting. Yet, by ma- 
ny advantages, which this ifland then poflefled, 
and hath fince utterly loft, the rents of lands 
ftili grew higher upon every leafe that expired, 
till they have arrived at the prefent exorbitance ; 
when the frog, overfwelling himfelf, burft at 
laft. 

With the price of land, of neceflity rofe that 
of corn and cattle, and all other commodities that 
farmers deal in : Hence likewife, obvioufly, the 
rates of all goods and manufactures among (hop- 
keepers, the wages of fervants, and hire of la- 
bourers. But, although our miferies came on 
faft, with neither trade nor money left, yet nei- 
ther will the landlord abate in his rent, nor can 
the tenant abate in the price of what that rent 
muft be paid with, nor any (hop-keeper, trades- 
man or labourer live, at lower expence, for 
food and cloathing, than he did before. 

I have been the larger upon this firft head, be- 
caufe the fame obfervations will clear up and 
ftrengthen a good deal of what I (hall affirm up- 
on the reft. 

The fecond maxim of thofe who reafon upoa 
trade and government, is to affert, That low in- 
i tereft 



tereft is a certain fign of great plenty of money 
in a nation | for which, as in many other articles, * 
they produce the examples of Holland and Eng- 
land. But, with relation to Ireland, this maxim 
is likewife entirely falfe. 

There are two reafons for the lownefs of in- 
tereft in any country. Firft, that which is ufu- 
ally alledged, the great plenty of fpecies: and 
this is obvious. The fecond is the want of trade, 
which feidom falls under common obfervation, 
although k be equally true. For, where trade 
is altogether difcouraged, there are few borrow- 
ers. In thofe countries where men can employ 
a large ftock, the young merchant, whofe for- 
tune may be four or five hundred pounds, will 
venture to borrow as much more, and can af- 
ford a reafonable intereft. Neither is it eafy at 
this day tQ/ find many of thofe, whofe bufineis 
reaches to employ even fo inconfiderable a fum, 
except among the importers of wine, who, as 
they have moft part of their prefent trade in thefe 
parts of Ireland in their hands, fo they are the 
moft exorbitant, exacting, fraudulent dealers, 
that ever trafficked in any nation, and are mak- 
ing all poffible fpeed to ruin both themfelves and 
the nation. 

From this defeft of gentlemen's not knowing 
how to difpofe of their ready money, arifeth the 
high purchafe of lands, which in all other coun- 
tries is reckoned a fign of wealth. For, the 
frugal fquires, who live below their incomes, 
Vol. XL P have 
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kave no -other «*ay to difjjofe of djorr fairing* tat 
by ^mortgage or ipnrchafe, by <*hkh the rases of 
tend intift n*cura!y encreaft ; and, if this trade 
continues k>ng Under the uncertainty of rents, 
the landed men of ready money «i find k more 
for their advantage tb -fend their c&fh to Eng- 
land, and place it in the funds ; which I myfcif 
mna determined to do, the iinft coniderabie fuaa 
I fliaH "be aucfter of. 

it ;hatih iikewife been a maxim among polM* 
ty®n*> chat tihe igrtat increafc 4ff baiidkngfe in the 
«K«i<&£&ifc argws * A&urlfiriag ftate. (But *feis, 
I^oOtffefs> been Wntroited 'from *he *exam- 
pie ti£ London ; where, hy the long and annual 
|>at4ia^efc*aiey feftfane, fetch a hntnber of fehft- 
tefrs, with Adk femiiies, friends, adherent** a**d 
*5*pa&aats, draw fiich pr^gie«s 'numbers to 
that city, ¥hat the old hofpkable xa^om of lords 
find ^enftafnefe foittg nn their anttetft feats, limofcg 
th©h'tte?naflt&, isfelm&ftl&ft in Efogland* is laugh* 
fcdeout of -dears* *h fo-taaoh that, in xhe ttiiddle 
*tf Stfnia&ttt, a legal &wk <rf Lc*ds and Com* 
tftons irnight 'be %i*dught in a few hoar's *o Lon* 
'don, T frotn tteir ^OtfWtty 'vfthfc within twelve 
tofles totffld. 

The cafe in Ireland is yet fomewhat 'wfcrfe : 
Tor Hlhe abferftees 'of great ^eftates, who, if they 
lived at home, would have -many 'rich retainers 
in their nd^Hbotirhooas, liavrng 'learned t© radlt 
ihfeir^nds, ^ah&'fhorten their leafcs, ^ts rmidh as 
•any refidfcrg tqakt \ and the few remaining ef 

'thefe 
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thefe latter, baring Com? vain hope of employ*, 
saents for themfelves or their children, and dif-, 
couraged by the heggarlinefe and thievery of 
their owa miferabic farmers and cottager*, or 
fed need by the vanity of their wives, on pre* 
tence of their children's,education, (whereof the 
fruits are fo. apparent) together with that moft 
wonderful and yet more unaccountable zeal for 
a feat to their afiembly, though at fbxne years 
puxchaXe of their whole efcates. Thefe, and 
feme other motives better let pais, have drawn 
fuch a coocourfe to this beggarly city, that 
ih-i dealers of the feverai branches of building 
have found out all the commodious and inviting 
places for ere&iag new houfes, while fifteen 
huadred of the old ones, which is a fevendk 
part of the whote eity> are faid to be left unin- 
habited, and falling to ruin. Their method i? the 
fame with that which was firft introduced by Doe» 
tor Bavebone at London, who died a bankrupt. 
The mafon, the bricklayer, the carpenter, the 
flater, and the glazier, take a lot of ground, club 
to build one or more houfes, unite their credit, 
their flock, and their money, and, when their 
work is finifhed; fell it to the beft advantage 
they can. But, as it often happens, and more 
every day, that their fund will not anfwer half 
their defign, they are forced to underfill k at 
the firft ftory, and are ail reduced to beggary : 
In fo much that I knew a certain fanatic brewer *> 

Ft wh* 

• hteCon, 
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who is reported to have feme hundreds of hou- 
ses in this town, is faid to have purchafed the 
'greater part of them' at half value from ruined 
undertakers 9 hath intelligence of all new houfes 
■where the fini(hing is at a ftand, takes advantage 
of the builder's diftrefs, and, by the advantage 
of ready money, gets fifty per cent, at leaft for 
his bargain. 

It is another undifputed maxim m government, 
that people are the riches of a nation \ which is 
fo univerfally granted, that it will be hardly par- 
donable to bring it in doubt. And I will grant 
it to be fo far true, even in this ifland, that, if 
we had the African cuftom or privilege,, of felling 
our ufelefs bodies for flav.es to foreigners, it would 
be the mod ufefui branch of our trade, by rid- 
ding us of a mod unfupportable burthen, and 
bringing us money in the ftead. But, in our 
prefent fituation,, at leaft five children in fix who 
are born, lie a dead weight upon, us for want of 
employment. And a very fkilfiil computer aC 
fured me, that above one-half of the fouls in 
this kingdom fupported themfelves by begging 
and thievery, whereof two-thirds would be able 
to get their bread in any other country upon 
earth. Trade is the only incitement ta labour : 
Where that fails, the poorer native muft either 
beg, ftestfr, or ftarve, or be forced to quit his 
country. This hath made me often wifh, for 
fome years paft, that, inftead of difcouraging 
our people from feeking foreign foil, that the 

public 
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public would rather pay for trarifportlng all our 
unncceflary mortals, whether Papifts or Prote- 
ftants, t6 America, as draw-backs are fometimes 
allowed for exporting commodities where a na- 
tion is overftocked. I confefs myfelf to be touch* 
ed with a very fenfible pleaiure, when I hear of 
a mortality in any country- pari fh or village, 
where the wretches are forced to pay for a filthy 
cabin and two ridges of potatoes treble the worth, 
brought up to fteal or beg for want of work, to 
whom death would be the beft thing to be wifiied 
for, on account both of themfelves and the pu*» 
blic. 

Among all taxes impofcd by the Tegiflature, 
thofe upon luxury are univerfally allowed to be 
the moft equitable and beneficial to the fubjeft ; 
and the coramoneft reafoner on government, 
might fill a volume with arguments on the fub- 
jeft. Yet here again, by the fingular fate of 
Ireland, this maxim is utterly falfe ; and the put- 
ting it in pra&ice may have fuch a pernicious 
confequence, as I certainly believe the thoughts 
of the propofers were not able to reach. 

The miferies we fufFer by our abfentees, are of 
a far more extenfive nature than feems to be 
commonly underftood. I muft vindicate myfelf 
to the reader fo far, as to declare folemnly, that 
what I (hall fay of thofe lords and fquires, doth 
not arife from the leaft regard I have for their 
underftandings, their virtues, or their perfons* 
For, although I have not the honour of the leaft 
P 3 acquaintance 



( *74 > 



acquaintance with any one among them, (my 
ambition not foaring fo high), yet I am too good 
a witn.efs of the fituatkni they have been in for 
thirty years paft, the veneration paid them by 
the people, the high efteem they are in among 
the prime nobility and gentry, the particular 
marks of favour and diftin&ion they receive from 
the court, the weight add confluence of their 
iriterefr, added to their great zeal and application 
for preventing any hard (hips their country might 
fuffer from England, wifely coniidering that their 
own fortunes and honours were embarked in the 
fame bottom. 
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DOCTOR SWIFT, 

B V 

A C^ U A K E R, 

When Three Hundred Pounds were bbi 
for taking Bp the Drapiesu 



i Sam. Chap. xiv. ver. 45. 

* A ND the people faid unto Saul, Stmtt 
" XTL Jonathan die, who hath wrought thi* 
great falvation in Ifrael ? God forbid : As the 
4i Lord liveth, there (hall not one hair of hk 
€t head fall to the ground \ for he wrought with 
" God this day. So the people refcued Joafe 
« than, that he died not." 



< *7« ) 



L E T T E R 

F U V 

Sir John Browne ta Doctor Swift* 

Rev. Sir, Dawfen-Sreet y jfyril 4. 1 728. 

BY a ftrange fatality, though you were the 
only perfon in the world from whom I 
would conceal my being an author, yet you were 
unaccountably the only one let into the fecret of 
it : The ignorant poor man, who was entrufted 
by me ta deliver out the little books, though, 
he jkept the fecret from all others, yet, from, the 
nature of theTubjeft, he concluded, that I could 
.have no intereft in concealing it from you, who 
were fo univerfally known to be an indefatigable 
promoter of the general welfare of Ireland. But, 
though the accident gave me fome uneafinefs at 
firft ; yet, when I confider your character, I can- 
not doubt (however flender the foundation of 
fuch a hope may be from any merits of my own) 
hat your generofity will oblige you to concear* 

what 
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what chance has revealed to you, and incline yon 
to judge of me, not from the report of my ene- 
mies, but from what I appear in the little traits 
which have waited on you. 

I fhall not prefume, Sir, to detain you with 
the narrative of the original, and progrefs of the 
parliamentary accufations and votes againft me ; 
although, would you do me the honour to en- 
quire, I could eafily convince you from my owa 
particular cafe, that men have two chara&ers, 
one which is either good or bad, according to 
the prevailing number of their friends or enemies, 
and one which never varies for either : One 
which has litde or no regard to the virtue or 
vice of the fubjeft, and one which regards 
that alone, is inherent (if I may fay fo) : in the 
fubjeft, and defcribes it what it really is, without 
regard either to friends or enemies. 

Ail I fliaU beg of you, is to fofpend you» 
judgment upon it, fince all parties allow, that 
although I had feveral fummons from the com- 
mittee for Monday, and many evidences on the 
road in obedience to their fummons, yet I was 
tied down by the committee the preceding Sa- 
turday, and deprived of the benefit of all my 
evidences, notwithftanding any thing I could 
urge to the contrary. This I hope I may fay 
without injury to Mr Bingham : For fure he may 
be entirely innocent, and yet a magiftrate under 
the immediate dire&ion of the Lord Chief- Juftice, 
who takes examinations againft him : Examina- 
tions 
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tton& that do> not even contain matter to form m ' 
iadicTsmeirt upon, may be innocent alfo. 4 
It IfraH fuffice therefore to fey, I went feom ^ 
Ireland loaded with the feweft cen fares of the 1 
Haufe of Commons ; injured, as I thought, and 
opprefied to the greateft degree imaginable, rob?- 
bed of that character which was dearer to me 
than Hfe it&lf ; and all that by an overbearing, 
overpowering tostcreft. 

, I fevght, in England, for that peace and pro** 
teftion which was denied me at home : My publie 
character followed me : My couatrymen avoided ' 
ZKbe, The nature of man is fbciable : I was for* 
ced to herd with ftrangers. A Prime MioUkr^ 
engaged in the fbecefs of a fcheme, wants tie 
emiuarics to. fpy out aU that makes, for him, 
aod to fly with what they have found to their 
employer. I was unfortunately fee by thofe fort 
of creatures : My fenttments on the ftate of our 
tnon&y-matters were mduftrioufly nf ted through 
mfi ; and when that was done, before I knew 
any thing of the matter, I was ierved with his 
Majefty's fummons* In a hurry I ran out of 
town, and ftard in the country a while : But, 
en my return again, found another fummons 
at my lodgings; and, terrified by the difrhal 
eflfefts of power at home, from rifking a fecond 
Shipwreck abroad* I yielded to k, and appeared 
•at the Cock-pit., 

It is true my appearance at the Cock-pk, to 
thofe who kntfr roc only by the votes of the 

Houfo 
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Boufe of Comitfons, itfuft ha*e looked like * 
lefign of revenge $ and I had many and power* 
:ui ^aemks, who gave aU my a&ons the worit 
:oloiu% -But) to take Mhe matter tttipartialljs 
iir* is there -no allowance to he made for a mind 
ttaaady broken by the difinal effe&s of prevailing 
power, and filled with the apprehensions of 
fecond dangers i Is there no allowance for a mag 
f oung in the knowledge of the world, under all 
thefe fears and misfortunes, if he has yielded to 
the repeated ihmmons of the council of England, 
in which his Majefty was ,pre{ent4 and tf he was 
there, after a long and ftrenuous opposition, 
forced to tell his feotiments ? Forced, -Sir, to 
tell his ientiments, not in the manner represented 
to -the would, but in a manner the moft ^cautious 
of giving room "for a pretence to <y>pofe fthe iskr 
tUnations of our (parliament. 

But, alas, the confluence ! Yoq, Sir, 4foe 
defender of Ireland, were foon -engaged s^gainfl; 
me on that account : And that fatal genUrs of 
pour's, in an inftani,, ruined <n>y character 5 bug* 
even nrin-feearing 48 k was» I Uefied it. The 
isaufe which you undertook waft-dear >to <rae and 
though fame is the laft thing -which ©ae would 
fecrifice even for /his country, yfet I parted with 
that pleafure, wbilft you 'thought it necoffiary for 
the public good fo to do : (But, now the end i 
Served, Dear Sir, m^y indt the man hawi his 
dare again ? . , 

Plato being told that certain perfons -afperfed 
Has chara&er, and reprafented him abroad as a 

very 
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very ill man; inftead of expoftulating with his 
enemies, and returning reproach for reproach, 
concealed himfelf, faying, No matter my friends^ 
the whole life of Plato Jhall give his accufers the lie* 

Could I fet before me a greater example ? 
Under the general difpleafiire of my country, 
under all the cenrfurcs which tiie reftlefs malice 
of my enemies could devife, and under the keen 
edge of the Drapier*s wit; the only revenge I 
indulged myfelf in, was, by a fteady love for my 
country, and by manifeft afts of affettion thereto, 
to be a filent reproach to the foul tongues of my 
enemies. 

Permit then, Sir, permit me in peace to take 
his great example ; and no longer give way to the 
power of my enemies, by continuing to opprefi 
me. They have already gained their caufe by 
you : But I muft fay, it was not the fword of 
Ajax, but the armour of Achilles, which he put 
on, that won the day. 

The caufe for which you undertook my ruin, 
was the caufe of my country : It was a good 
caufe, and you (hall ever find me of that fide. 
You have carried it, and I know you will no 
longer be my enemy. But alas I Sir, as long as 
your works fcbfift, where-ever they be read, 
even unto the end of time, muft I be branded 
as a villain. It is a hard ientence ; and yet, un- 
lefs the fpear of Achilles, the fame inftrument 
which gave the wound, adminifter the remedy, 
h muft be fo. 
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In fhort, Sir, you muft be a man of honour \ 
It is not poffible that honour fhould be wanting 
■where all the diftinguiftied chara&eriftics of it 
are found : I cannot doubt it j and therefore 
I will let you fully into a fecret which accident 
has given you a part of, and I am fure you will 
keep it. 

The fource of all my misfortunes, was the 
vote of the Houfe of Commons : But I have 
laboured, however, as I always fhall, to ferve 
my country, and make myfelf agreeable to them : 
And though the misfortune of a bad public cha- 
racter deprived me of the private converfation of 
my countrymen, which is the fureft and beft 
way to know our true intereft, yet I flatter my- 
self, that my little Effays may be ufefui $ at lead 
they may be no bad beginning, and you know it 
is eafy to add to a work once begun. But if the 
work is known to be mine, the very name will 
condemn it, and render it ufelefs to my country. 

Whatever the faults may be, I have publicly 
applied to you to amend them, before the beai> 
cr's miftake made me determine this private ap- 
plication to you : And I muft fay, that I fhall 
reckon it no fmall degree of honour, if you take 
that trouble upon you. 

In the mean-time, I fhall beg the favour of you, 
to keep a fecret, which no other perfon but my 
printer, my bookfeller, and the bearer, knows. 

I am, Rev. Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 
JOHN BROWNE. 
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A 

LETTER 

O N 

Mr M'Culla's Project about Half- 
pence, and a new one propofed. 

Written in 1729. 

SIR, 

YOU defire to know my opinion concerning 
Mr M'Culla's project, of circulating notes 
(lamped on copper, that {hall pais for the value 
of Halfpence and Pence. I have fome know- 
ledge of the man ; and, about a month ago, he 
brought me his book, with a couple of his half- 
penny notes : But I was then out of order, and 
he could not be admitted. Since that time I 
called at his houfe, where I difcourfed the whole 
affair with him as thoroughly as I could. I am 
altogether a ftranger to his character. He talked 
to me in the ufual ftyle, with a great profeffion 
of zeal for the public good ; which is the com- 
mon cant of all projectors in their bills, from a 
firft minifter of ftate, down to a corn-cutter. But 
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I flopped him fliort, as I would have done fe 
better man : Becaufe it is too grofs a practice to 
pafs at any time, and efpecially in this age, wherq 
we all know one another fo well. Yet, whoever 
propofeth any fcheme, which may prove to be a 
public benefit, I (hall not quarrel, if it prove 
likewise very beneficial to himfelf. It is certain, 
that, next to the want of filver, our greateft 
diftrefs in point of coin, is the want of fmall 
change, which may be fome poor relief for the 
defedl: of the former ; fince the Crown will not 
pleafe to take that work upon them here, as they 
do in England. One thing in Mr M'CullaV 
book is certainly right, that no law hinders me 
from giving a payable note upon leather, wood,- 
copper, brafe, iron, or any other material (ex- 
cept gold and filver) as well as upon paper. 
The queftion is, Whether I can fue him on a? 
copper bond, where there is neither hand or fcal # 
nor witnefs to prove it ? To fiipply this, he hath 
propofed, that the materials upon which his note^ 
is written, fhall be in fome degree of value equal 
to the debt. But that is one principal matter to 
be enquired into. His fcheme is this: 

He gives you a piece of copper for a halfpenny 
or penny, ftarript with a promiflbry note to pay 
you twenty-pence for every pound of copper 
notes, whenever you fhall return them. Eight 
and forty of thefe halfpenny pieces are to weigh 
a pound ; and he fells you that pound, coined 
and ftamped, for two (hillings : By which he 
Qjl clearly 
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clearly gains a little more than 16 per cent, that 
i» to fay, two-pence in every fhilling. 

This will certainly arife to a great fum, if he 
fhould circulate as lacge a quantity of his notes 
as the kingdom, under the great dearth of filver, 
may very probably require Enough indeed to 
make any Irifh tradefman's fortune ; which, 
however, I fhould not repine at in the lead, if 
we could be fure of his fair dealing. It was ob- 
vious for me to raife the common objection, 
why Me M'Culla would not give fecurity to pay 
the whole liim to any man who returned him 
his copper notes,, as my Lord Dartmouth, and 
Colonel Moor were by their patents obliged to 
do. To which he gave me fome anfwers plau- 
fible enough. FirJft, he conceived that his coins 
were much nearer to the intrinfic value than any 
of thofe coined by patents, the bulk and good- 
nefs of the metal equalling the beft Englifli half- 
pence made, by the Crown : That he apprehended 
thei ill-will of envious and defigning people, who, 
if they found him to have a great vent for his 
notes, fince he wanted the protection of a patent, 
might make a run upon him which he could not 
be able to fupport : And, laftly, that his copper, 
as. is already faid, being equal in value and bulk 
to the Englifli halfpence, he did not apprehend 
they fhould ever be returned, unlefs a combina- 
tion, proceeding from fpite and envy, might be 
formed againft him. 

But there are fome points in this propofal which 
I cannot well anfwer for, nor do I know whether 
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he will be able to do it himfelf. The firft if r 
Whether the copper he gives us will be as good 
as what the Crown provided for the Englifli half- 
pence and farthings ? And, fecondly, Whether 
he will always continue to give us as good ? And, 
thirdly, When he will think fit to ftop his hand, 
and give us no more ? For I fhould be as forry 
to be at the mercy of Mr M'Culla, as of Mr 
Wood. 

There is another difficulty of the laft import- 
ance. It is known enough, that the Crown 19 
fuppofed to be neither gainer nor lofer by the 
coinage of any metal : For they fubtraft, or ought 
to fubtraft, no more from the ihtrinfic value, than 
what will juft pay the charges of the mint ; and 
liow much that will amount to, is the queftion. 
By what I could gather from Mr M'Culla, good 
copper is worth fourteen-pence per pound. By 
this computation, if he fells his copper notes for 
two fhilling& the pound, and; will pay twenty- 
pence back, then the expence of coinage for one 
pound of copper muft bc-fixpeoce, which is 30 
per cent. The world (hould be particularly fati£ 
fied on this article, before he vends his notes : 
For the difcount of 30 per cent, is prodigious, 
and vaftly more than I can conceive it ought to. 
be. For, if we add to that proportion the 16 
per cent, which he avows to keep for his own 
profit, there will be a difcount of about 46 per 
cent. Or, to reckon I think a fairer way 5 who- 
ever buys a pound of Mr M'Culla's coin, at two 
CL3 flullingf: 
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Shillings per pound, carries home only the real 
value of fourtcen-pence, which is a pound of 
copper; and thus he is a lofer of 41I. 13s. 4d. 
per cent. But, however, this high difcount of 30 
per cent, will be no objection againft Mr M'Culla's 
propofal \ becaufe, if the charge of coinage will 
honeftly amount to fo much, and we fuppofe his 
copper notes may be returned upon him, he will 
be the greater fufferer of the two ; becaufe the 
buyer can lofe but fourpence in a pound, and 
Mr M'Culla muft lofe fixpence, which was the 
charge of the coinage. 

Upon the whole, there are fome points which 
muft be fettled to the general fatisfaction, before 
we can fafely take Mr M'Culia's copper notes 
for value received ; and how he will give that 
fatisfaction, is not within my knowledge or con- 
jecture. The firft point is, That we fhall be al- 
ways fure of receiving good copper, equal in bulk 
and finenefs to the beft Englifh halfpence. 

The fecond point is, To know what allowance 
he makes to himfelf, either out of the weight or 
mixture of his copper, or both, for the charge 
of coinage. As to the weight, the matter is 
cafy, by his own fcheme ; for, as I have faid be- 
fore, he propofes forty-eight to weigh a pound, 
which he gives you for two (hillings, and receives 
it by the pound at twenty-pence : So that, fup- 
pofing pure copper to be fourteen-pence a-pound, 
he makes you pay 30 per cent, for the labour of 
coining, as I have already obferved, befides 16 
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per tent, when he fells it. But if to this he adds 
any alloy, to debafe the metal, although it be not 
above 10 per cent. then. Mr M'Culla's promiflbrjr 
notes will, to the intrinfic value of the metal, be 
above 47 per cent, difcount. 

For, fubtra£ttng 10 per cent, off 60I. worth of 
copper, it will (to avoid fractions) be about five 
and a half per cent, in the whole iool. which 
added to 41 13 4 

5 10 o 



will be per cent. 47 3 4 

That we arc under great diftrefs for change, 
and that Mr M'Culla's copper notes, on fuppo- 
fition of the metal being pure, is lefs liable to 
objection than the projeft of Wood, may be 
granted ; but fuch a difcount, where we are not 
fure even of our twenty-pence a-pound, appears 
hitherto a dead weight on his fcheme. 

Since I writ this, calling to mind that I had 
fome copper halfpence by me, I weighed them 
with thole of Mr M'Culla, and obferved as fol- 
lows : 

Firft, I weighed.Mr M'Culla's halfpenny againft 
an Englifh one of K. Charles II. whkh outweigh- 
ed Mr M'Culla's a fourth part, or 25 per cent. 

I likewife weighed an Irifh Patrick and David 
halfpenny, which outweighed Mr M c Culla's i 2x 
per cent. t It had a very fair and deep impreffioo* 
aad milled very ikilifully round. 

I 
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I found, that even a common harp halfpenny* 
well preferved, weighed equal to Mr M'Culla's. 
And even fome of Wood's halfpence were near 
equal in weight to his. Therefore, if it be true 
that he does not think Wood's copper to have 
been faulty, he may probably give us no better. 

. 1 have laid thefe loofe thoughts together with 
little order, to give you, and others who may 
read them, an opportunity of digefting them 
better. I am no enemy to Mr M'Culla's pro- 
ject, but I would have it put upon a better foot. 
I own that this halfpenny of King Charles II. 
which I weighed againft Mr M'Culla's, was of 
the faireft kind I had feen.: However, it is 
plain the Crown could afford it without being a 
Lofer. But it is probable, that the officers of the 
mint were then more honeft than they have 
fince thought fit to be 5 for I confefs not to have 
met thofe of any other year fo weighty, or in 
appearance of fo good metal, among all the cop* 
per coins of the three laft reigns : Yet thefe, 
however, did much outweigh thofe of Mr Mac* 
Culla ; for I have tried the experiment on an 
hundred of them. I have indeed feen accident*. 
ally one or two very light; but it muft certainly 
have been done by chance, or rather I fuppofe 
them to be counterfeits. Be that as it will, it i* 
allowed on all hands, that good copper was ne- 
ver known to % be cheaper than it is at prefenti 
I am ignorant of the price, further than by his 
informing me, that it is. only fourteen-pence a* 
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pound 5 by which I obferve he charges the coin- 
age at 30 per cent. — and therefore I cannot but 
think his demands are exorbitant. But, to fay 
the truth, the dearnefs or cheapnefs of the me- 
tal do not properly enter into the queftion. 
What we defire is, that it fhould be of the beft 
kind, and as weighty as can be afforded ; that 
the profit of the contriver fhould be reduced 
from 16 to 8 per cent, and the charge of coinage, 
if poffible, from 30 to 10, or 15 at moft. 

Mr M'Culia muft alfo give good fecurity, that 
he will coin only a determinate fum, not exceed- 
ing twenty thoufand pounds ; by which, altho* 
he fhould deal with all uprightnefs imaginable, 
and make his coin as good as that I weighed of 
King Charles II. he will, at 16 per cent, gain three 
thoufand two hundred pounds : — a very good 
additional job to a private tradefman's fortune. 

I muft advife him alfo, to employ better work- 
men, and make his impreffions deeper and plain- 
er, by which a rifing rim may be left about the 
edge of his coin, to preferve the letter from 
wearing out too foon. He hath no wardens nor 
m afters, or other officers of the mint, to fuck up 
his profit; and, therefore, can afford to coin 
cheaper 1 than the Crown, if he will but find 
good materials, proper implements, and fkilful 
workmen. 

Whether this project will fucceed in Mr Mac- 
Culla's hands, (which, if it be honeftly executed, 
I ihould be glad to fee) 5 one thing I am confident 
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of, that it might be eafily brought to perfe&ion, 
by a fociety of nine or ten honcft gentlemen of 
fortune, who wifli well to their country, and 
would be content to be neither gainers nor lofers, 
further than the bare intereft of their money. 
And Mr M'Culla, as being the fhft ftarter of 
the fcheme, might be confidered and rewarded 
by fuch a fociety ; whereof, although I am not 
a man of fortune, I fhould think it an honour 
and happinefs to be one, even with borrowed 
money upon the bsft fecurity I could give. 
And, firft, I am confident,* without any fkill, 
but by general reafon, that the charge of coin- 
ing copper would be very much lefs than 30 per 
cent. Secondly, I believe ten thoufand pounds 
hi halfpence and farthings, would be fufficient 
for the whole kingdom, even under our great 
and moft unneceffary (tiftrefs for the want of filver ; 
and that, without fuch a dhtrefs, half the fum 
would fuffice. 

For I compute, and reafon thus : The city of 
Dublin, by a grofs computation, contains ten 
thoufand families ; and, I am told by £hop- 
keepers, that if filver were as plenty as ufuai, 
two (hillings in copper would be fufficient, in 
the courfe of bufinefs, for each family ; but, in 
confideration of the want of filver, I would al- 
low five fhiilings to each family, which would 
amount to 2,5001. and to help this, I would re- 
commend a currency of all the genuine unde- 
faced iiarp halfpence, which are left of Lord 
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Dartmouth's and Moor's patents under King 
Charles II. ; and the fmall Patrick and David for 
farthings. To the reft of the kingdom, I would 
affign the 7,500!, remaining \ reckoning Du- 
blin to anfwer one fourth of the kingdom, as 
London is judged to anfwer (if I miftake not) 
one third of England ; I mean in the view of 
money only. 

To compute our want of fmall change by the 
number of fouls in the kingdom, befides being 
perplexed, is, I think, by no means juft. They 
have been reckoned at a million and a half, 
whereof a million at leaft are beggars, in all cir- 
cumftances except that of wandering about for 
alms; and that circumftance may arrive foon 
enough, when it will be time to add another 
ten thoufand pounds in copper. But, without 
doubt, the families of Ireland, who lie chiefly 
under the difficulties of wanting fmall change, 
cannot be above forty or fifty thoufand ; which 
the (urn of ten thoufand pounds, with the ad- 
dition, of the faireft old halfpence, would tole* 
rably fupply. For, if we give too great a looft 
to any projector to pour in upon us what he 
pleafes, the kingdom will be (how fhaH I ex* 
prefs it under our prefent circumftances ?) more 
than undone. 

And hence appears, m a very ftrong Kght, 
the villany of Wood, who propofed the coinage 
of one hundred and eighty thoufand pounds in 
copper, for the ufc of Ireland ; whereby every 
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family in the kingdom would be loaden with ten 
Or a dozen {hillings, although Wood might not 
tranfgrefs the bounds of his patent, — and altjio* 
no counterfeits, either at home or abroad, were 
added to the number ; the contrary to both 
which would indubitably have arrived. So ill- 
informed are great men on the other fide, who 
talk of a million with as little ceremony as we 
- do of half-a-crown. 

But, to return to the propofal I have made : 
Suppofe ten gentlemen, lovers of their country, 
fliould raife 200I. a-piece; and, from the time 
the money is depofited as they fhall agree, fhould 
begin to charge it with feven per cent, for their 
own ufe : That they fhould as foon as poflible 
provide a mint and good workmen, and buy 
copper fufficient for coining two thoufand pounds, 
fubtracting a fifth part of the intereft of ten 
thoufand pounds for the charges of the tools, 
and fitting up a place for the mint \ the other 
four parts of the fame intereft to be fubtrafted 
equally out of the four remaining coinages of 
2000I. each, with a juft allowance for other ne~ 
ceflary incidents. Let the charge of coinage be 
fairly reckoned, and the kingdom informed of 
it, as well as of the price of copper. Let the 
coin be as well and deeply ftamped as it ought. 
Let the metal be as pure as can confift to have 
. it rightly coined, (wherein I am wholly ignorant) 
and the bulk as large as that of King Charles U. 
And let this .club of ten gentlemen give their 
2 joint 



( m > 



Joint fecurity to receive all the coins they iflue 
out for feven or ten years, and return gold and 
Elver without any defalcation. 

Let the fame club or company, when they 
have iffued but the firft two thoufand pounds, 
go on the fecond year, if they find a demand, and 
that their fcheme hath anfwered to their owti 
intention, as well as to the fatisfa&ion of the pu- 
blic. And, if they find 7 per cent, not fufficient, 
let them fubtraft 8, beyond which I would not 
have them go. And, when they have, in two 
years, coined ten thoufand pounds, let them 
give public notice, that they will proceed no far- 
ther, bmt (hut up their mint, and difmHs their 
workmen ; unlefs the real, univerfal, unfolicit- 
ed declaration of the nobility and gentry of the 
kingdom, (hall fignify a defire that they (hould 
go on for a certain fum farther. 

This company may enter into certain regula- 
tions among themfelves, one of which fliould be, 
to keep nothing concealed ; and duly to give an 
account to the world of their whole methods of 
a&ing. 

Give me leave to compute, wholly at random, 
what charge the kingdom will be at, by the lofs 
of intrinfic value in the coinage , of io,oool. in 
copper, under the management of futh a fociety 
of gentlemen. 

■Firft, It is plain, that, infte&d of fomewhat 
more than 16 per cent, as demanded by Mr 
M*Culla, this fociety defires but 8 per cent. 
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. Secondly, Whereas Mr M'Culla charges th* 
cxpence of coinage at 30 per cent. I hope and 
believe this fociety will be able to perform it at 10. 

Thirdly, Whereas it doth not appear that Mr 
M'Culla can give any fecurity for the goodnefs 
of his copper, becaufe not one in teft thoufand 
have the Ikill to diftinguifli $ the fociety will be 
all engaged that their's fhall be of the beft ftaiv- 
dard. 

Fourthly, That whereas Mr M'Culla's half, 
pence are oue fourth part Kghter than that kind 
coined in the time of King Charles II. thefe gen* 
tlemen will oblige themfelves to the public, to 
give the coin of the fame weight and goodnefs 
with thofe halfpence, unlefs they fhall find they 
cannot afford its and, in that cafe, they (hall 
beforehand inform the public, (hew their rea* 
fons, and figmjy how large they can make them 
without being lofers \ and fb give over or purfue 
their fcheme, as they find the opinion of the 
world to be. However, I do not doubt but 
they can afford them as large, and of as good 
metal, as the beft Englifh halfpence that have 
been coined m the three la ft reigns, which very 
much outweigh thofe of Mr M'CulU. And 
this advantage will arife in proportion, by leflen- 
ing the charge of coinage from 30 per cenU to 10 
or 15, or 20 at moft. But I confefe myfelf in 
. the dark on that article ; only I think it impof- 
lible it Ihould amount to any proportion near 
2o~ per tent, otherwife the coiners of thofe coun- 
terfeit 
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terfeit halfpence called Raps, would "have little 
encouragement to follow their trade. 

But the indubitable advantages by having the 
management in ftich a fociety would be, the pay- 
ing 8 per cent, inftead of 16, the being fure of 
the goodnefs and juft weight of the coin, and 
the period to be put to any further coinage thaft 
what was abfolutely neceflary to fupply the wants 
and defires of the kingdom : And all this under 
the fecurity of ten gentlemen of credit and for- 
tune, who would be ready to give the beft fecuri- 
ty % and fatjsfa&ion, that they had no defign to 
turn the fcheme into a job. 

As to any miftakes I have made in computa- 
tion, they are of little moment; and I fhall not de- 
fcend fo low as to juftify them againll any cavilleiv 

The ftrangeft obje&ibn againft what I offer, 
and which perhaps may make it appear vifionaryj 
is the difficulty to find half a fcore gentlemen, 
who, out of a public fpirit, will be at the trouble* 
for no more profit than one per cent* above the 
legal mtereft, to be overileers of a mint for five 
years ; and perhaps, without any juftice, raife 
the clamour of the people againft them. Be- 
fides, it is moft certain, that many a fquire is as 
fond of a job, and as dextrous to make the beft 
of it, as Mr M'Culla himfelf, or any of his level. 
However, I do not doubt but there may be ten 
fuch perfons in this town, if they had only fome 
viable mark to know them at fight. Yet I juft 
forefee another inconveniency : That knavifli 
R 2 men 
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men are fitter to deal with others of their own 
denomination ; while thofe who are honeft and 
beft intentioned, may be the inftrument of as 
much mifchief to the public, for want of cun- 
ning, as the greateft knaves ; and more, becaufe 
of the charitable opinion which they are apt to 
have of others. Therefore, how to join the 
prudence of the ferpent with the innocency of 
the dove in this afiair, is the mod difficult point. 
It is not fo hard to find an honeft man, as to 
make this, honeft man acYiv.e, and vigilant, and 
ikilful > which I doubt will require a fpur of pro- 
fit greater than my fcheme will afford him, un- 
lefs he will be contented with the honour of ferv- 
ing his country, and the reward of a good con- 
ference*. 

After reviewing what I had written, I fee very 
well, that I have not given any allowance for the 
firft charge of preparing all things necefiary for 
coining, which, I am told, will amount to about 
aooL befides 2o\. per annum for five years rent of 
a houfe to work in. I can only fay, that this 
making in all 300I. it will be an addition of no 
more than 3 per cent, out of io,oool. 

But the great advantages to the public, by hav- 
ing the coinage placed in the hands of ten gentle- 
men, fuch as I have already defciibed, (if fuch 
are to be found) are thefe : 

Firft, They propofe no other gain to themfelves 
than one per cent, above the legal intereft, for 
the money they advance j which will hardly af- 
ford 
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ford' them coffee when they meet at their mint- 
houfe< 

Secondly, They bind themfelves to make their 
coins of as good copper as the beft Engiifh half- - 
pence, and as well coined, and of equal weight : 
And do likewife bind themfelves, to charge the 
public with not one farthing for the expence of 
coinage, more than it fhall really ftand them in. 

Thirdly, They will, for a limitedterm of feven 
or ten years, as fhall be thought proper upon 
mature confideration, pay gold and filver, with- 
out any defalcation, for all their own coin that: 
fhall be returned upon their hands. 

Fottrthly, They will take care that the coins, 
fhall have a deep impreffion, leaving a rifihg rim 
on both fides, to prevent their being defaced in 

long time ; and the edges" fhall be milled. 
. I fuppofe they need not be very apprehenfivd 
of counterfeits, which will be difficult to make, 
fo as not to be difcovered : For it is plain, that 
thofe bad halfpence, called Raps, are fo eafily 
diftinguifhed, even from the moft worn genuine 
halfpenny, that nobody will now take them for 
a farthing,, although under the great prefent want 
of change* 

I fhall here fubjoin fome computations relating 
to Mr M'Culla's copper notes. They were fent 
to me by a perfon well fkilled in fuch calcula* 
tions, and therefore I refer them to the reader. 

Mr M'Culla charges good copper at fourteen- - 
pence per pound, but I know not whether, he 
means Avoirdupois or Troy weight, . . , 
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AiroirdtrpoJs is 16 oz. to a lb. 6960 grams. 
A pound Troy weight - - 5760 grains. 
Mr M'CuHa's copper is faurteen-pcnce per 
pound Avoirdupois. 

Two of Mr M'Culla's penny-notes, one with 

another, weigh - - 524 grains. 
By which computation, 2s. of his 

notes, which he fells for one lb. 

weight, will weigh - - 6288 grains. 
But one lb. Avoirdupois weighs, as 

above, - 6960 grains. 



This difference makes 10 per cent, to Mr 
M'CuUVs profit, in point of weight. 

The old Patrick and David halfpen- 
ny weighs ... 149 grains* 
Mr M i Culla , s halfpenny weighs - 131 grains. 

The difference is 18 
Which is equal to 10^ per cent. 

,The Englifh halfpenny of King 

Charles H. weighs - - 167 grains. 
Mr M'Culla's halfpenny weighs - 131 grainsv 

The difference 36 
Which difference allowed a fifth part is 20 per 
cent. 

Another Computation. 
Mr M'Culla allows his pound of copper (coin* 
age included) to be worth twenty-pence, fof 
which he demands two fhillings. - 
> His 



( *99 ) 



His coinage he computes at fixpence p& 
pound weight $ therefore, he laying out only 
twenty-pence, and gaining four-pence, he makes 
per cent, profit, - - - - 20 
The fixpence per pound weight, allowed for 

coinage, makes per cent. - - 3^ 
The want of weight in his halfpenny, com- 
pared as above, » per cent. - - 16 

. «~4 

By all which, (viz. coinage, profit, and want 
of weight) the public lofes per cent. - 60 

IfMr M'Culla's coins will not pals, and heire- 
fufes to receive them back, the owner cannot 
fell them at above twelve-pence per pound weight ; 
whereby, with the defect of weight of icrpfr 
cent, he will lofe 60 per cent. 

The fcheme of the fociety, raifed as high as it 
can poflibly be, will be only thus : 
For intereft of their money, per cent. - 8 
For coinage, inftead of 10, fuppofe, at moft, 

per cent. - - - 20 

For 300I. laid out for tools, a mint, and 

houfe-rent, charge 3 per cent, upon the 
'Coinage of iOjOooL 3 

Charges in all, upon intereft, coinage, &fr. 
per cent. - - - . 31 

Which, with all the advantages above men- 
tioned, of the goodnefs of the metal, the large- 

nefs 
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net of the coin, the deepnefs and fairnefs of the 
imprefiion, the affurance of the fociety confining 
itfdf to fuch a Aim as they undertake, or as the 
kingdom {hall approve ; and laftly, their paying 
in gold and fiber for all their coin returned up- 
on their hands without any defalcation, would be 
of mighty benefit to the kingdom ; and, with a* 
litde fteadinefs and attivity, could, I doubt not, 
be eafily compafied» 

I would not, in this fcheme, recommend the 
method of promiflbry notes after Mr M'Culla's 
manner*, but, as I have feen in old Irkh coins, 
the words Civitas Dublin on one fide with tha 
year of our Lord, . and the Irilh Harp, on tha 
feverfe. 
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DOING GOOD: 

A 

SERMON, 
On the Occafion of WOOD's Project* 

Written in the year 1724. 



Gal at. vi. 10. 

As we have therefore opportunity^ let us do good unto 
all men* 

NATURE direfts every one of us, and God 
permits us, to confult our own private 
good, before the private good of any other perfon 
whatfoever. We are, indeed, commanded to 
love our neighbour as ourfelves, but not as well 
as ourfelves. The love we have for ourfelves is 
to be the pattern of that love we ought to have 
towards our neighbour : But, as the copy doth 
not equal the original, fo my neighbour cannot 
think it hard, if I prefer myfelf, who am the 
original, before him, who is only the copy. 

Thui* 



< ) 



Thus, if any matter equally concern the life, 
the reputation^ the profit of my neighbour, and 
my own \ the kw o£ natufe, which Is the law -of 
God, obligeth me to take care of myfelf firft, 
and afterwards of him. And this I need not be* 
at much pains in perfuading you to j for the want 
of felf-love, with regard to things of this world, 
is not among the faults of mankind. But then, 
on the other fide, if, by a fmall hurt and lofs to 
myfelf, *I can procure a great good to my neigh- 
bour, in that cafe his intereft is to be preferred : 
For example, if I. can be fure of faving his life, 
without great danger to my own ; if I can pre- 
ferve him from beinj* undone, without ruining 
myfelf j or recover his reputation, without blad- 
ing mine. All this I am obliged to do : And, if 
I fincerely perform it, I do then obey the com- 
Oiand of God, in loving my neighbour as myfelf. 

Bur, befide this love we qwe to every man in 
his particular capacity under the title of our 
neighbour, there is yet a duty of a more large 
extenfive nature incumbent on us ; which is, 
our love to our neighbour in his public capacity t 
as he is a member of that great body the com- 
mon-weaitbj under the fame government with 
purfelves ; And this is ufually called love of the 
public, and is a duty to which we are . more 
ftriftiy obliged, than even that of loving ourfelves j 
becaufe therein ourfelves are alfo contained) a& 
well as all our neigbbours> in one grpat body. 
This love of the public, or of the common- 
wealth. 
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wealth* or love of our country, was in ancient 
times properly known by the name of Vtrtu^ 
beeaufe it was the greateft of all virtues, and 
was fuppofed to contain all virtues in it: And 
many great examples of this virtue are left us on 
record j Scarcely to bt believed, or even ton* 
ceived, in fuch a bafe, corrupted, wicked age cm 
this we live in. In thofe times it was common 
for men to facrifice their lives for the good* of 
their country, although they had neither, hdpd 
Or belief of future rewards } whereas, ha our 
days, very few make the ieaft fcruple of facrifi. 
cing a whole nation, as well as their own fouls, 
for a little prefent gain ; which often hath been 
known to end in their own ruin in this world* 
as it certainly muft in that to come* . 
. Have we not feen men, for the fake of fome 
petty empk>yment, give up the very statural 
rights and liberties of their country, and of 
mankind, in the ruin of whfch themfetos muft 
ait laft be involved ? Are not thefe corruptions 
gotten among the meaneft of our people, who, 
fpr- a; piece of money, will give their votes' at 4 
venture, for the difpofal of their own livw and 
fortunes, without confidering whether it be to 
thofe who are tnoft likely to betray or defend 
them ? 

But, if I were to* produce only one inftance of 
a hundred wherein we fail in this duty of loving 
our country, it would be an encUefs labour? and 
therefore I (hall not attempt it. 

But 
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But here I would not be mifunderftood : By 
the love of our country, I do not mean loyaky 
to our King \ for that is a duty of another na- 
ture, and a man may be very loyal in the com- 
mon fenfe of the word, without one grain of 
public good at his heart. Witnefs this very 
kingdom we live in. I verily believe, that, fince 
the beginning of the world, no nation upon 
earth ever fhewed (all circumftances confidered) 
fuch high conftant marks of loyalty in all their 
aftions and behaviour, as we have done ; And, 
at the fame time, no people ever appeared more 
utterly void of what is called a Public Spirit. 
When I fay the people, I mean the bulk or mafs 
of the people, for I have nothing to do with 
thofe in power. 

Therefore I fhall think my time not ill fpent, 
if I can perfuade mod or all of you who hear 
me, to (hew the love you have for your country, 
by endeavouring, in your feveral ftations, to do 
all the public good you are able. For I am 
certainly perfuaded, that all our misfortunes arife 
from no other original caufe, than that general 
difregard among us to the public welfare. 

I therefore undertake to fhew you three things. 

Firft, That there are few people fo weak or 
mean, who have it not fometimes in their power 
to be ufeful to the public. 

Secondly, That it is ©ften in the power of the 
raeaneft amongjmankind, to do mifchief to the 
public. 

*i And, 



And,„laftly, That all wilful injuries done to 
the public, are very great and aggravated fins in 
the fight of God. 

Firft, There are few people fo weak or mean, 
who have it not fome times in their power to be 
ufefui to the public. 

Solomon tells us of a poor wife man, who 
faved a city by his counfel. It hath often hap* 
pened, that a private foldier, by feme unexpected 
brave attempt, hath been inftrumental in obtain- 
ing a great vi&ory. How many obfeure men 
have been authors of very ufefui inventions, 
whereof the *world now reaps the benefit ? The 
very example of honefty and induftry in a poor 
tradefman, will fometiraes fpread through a neigh* 
bourhood, when others fee how fuccefsful he 
is ; and thus fo many ufefui members are gained, 
for which the whole body of the public is the 
better. Whoever is bleffed with a true public 
fpirit, God will certainly put it into his way to 
make ufe of that bleffing, for the ends it was 
given him, by fome means or other : And there- 
fore it hath been obferved in mod ages, that the 
greateft adtions, for the benefit of the common* 
wealth, have been performed by the wifdom or 
courage, the contrivance or induftry, of parti- 
cular men, and not of numbers ; and that the 
fafety of a kingdom hath often been owing to 
thofe hands, from whence it was ieaft expe&ed. 

But, fecondly, it is often in the power of the 
meaneft among mankind, to do miifchief to the 
Vol. XI. S public : 



public : And hence arife moft of, tbofe miferles, 
with which, the ftates and kingdoms of the earth 
are infefted. How many great princes have been 
murdered by the meaneft ruffians ? The weakeft 
hand can open a flood-gate to drown a country, 
which athoufand of the ftrongeft cannot flop. 
Thofe who have thrown oft' all regard for the 
public good, will often have it in their way to 
do public evil,, and will not fail to exercife that 
power whenever they can. The grpateft blow 
given of late tp t^is kingdom, was by the dif- 
honefty of a few/ manufacturers ; who, by im- 
pofing bad ware at foreign markets, in almoft 
the only traffic permitted to us, did half ruin 
that trade 5 by which this poor unhappy king- 
dom now fufFers, in the midft of fufFerings. I 
fpeak not here of perfons in high ftations, who 
ought to be free from all refle&ion, and are 
iuppoled always to intend the welfare of the 
cbmmunkyn But we now find by experience, that 
the meaneft inftrument may, by the concurrence 
of accidents, have it in his power to bring a whole 
kingdom to the very brink of deftru&ion, and is, 
at this prefent, endeavouring to finifli his work ; 
and hath agents among ourfelves, who are con- 
tented td fee their own country undone, to be 
finall fharers in that iniquitous gain, which at 
laft muft end in their own ruin as well as our's. 
I confefs it was chiefly the confideration of that 
great danger we are in, which engaged me to dif- 
courfe to you on this fubje&s^ to exhort you to a 

love 
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love of your country, aud a public fpirit, when 
all you have is at ftake ; to prefer the intereft df 
'your prince, and your fellow-fubje&s, before that 
lof one deftf u£tive impoftor, and a few of his; 
^adherents. 

Perhaps it may be thought by fome, that this; 
"Way of dilcourfifig is not fo proper from the 
pulpit. But fardfy, when an open attempt k 
made, and far carried on, to make a great king- 
dom one large poor-houfe, to deprive us of all 
means to exerpife hofpkality or charity, to turn 
our cities and churches into- ruins, to make thte 
country a defart for wild beafts and robbers, tt> 
deftroy all arts and fciences, all trades and ma- 
imfaftures, and the very tillage of the ground, 
'only to enrich one obfeure ill*deiigning projec- 
tor, and his followers ; it is. time for the paftor 
to cry out, that the wolf is getting into his flocki,, 
to warn th£m to ftand together, and all to coi*- 
-fult the common fafefy* And Gpd be praifed 
'for his infinite goodnefs, in raifing fuch a fpirit 
of union among us, at leaft in this point, in the 
midft of all our former divifioris $ which union, 
if it continue, will, in all probability, defeat the 
pernicious defign of this peftilerit enemy to the 
nation. 

But from hence it clearly follows, how necef- 
■fary the love of our country, or a public fpirit, 
is in every particular 'man, fince the wicked have 
fo tnany opportunities of doing public mifchief. 
Every man isttpon fcis-own^guard for his private 
S 2 advantage ; 
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advantage-; hut where the public is concerned, 
he is apt to be negligent, confidering himfelf only 
as one among two or three millions, among 
whom the lofs is equally fhared,— and thus, he 
thinks, he can be no great fufferer. Mean-while 
the trader, the farmer, and the fhop-keeper, 
complain of the hardnefs and deadnefs of the 
times, and wonder whence it comes j while it 
is, in a great meafure, owing to their own folly, 
for want of that love of their country, and 
public fpirit and firm , union among themfelves, 
which are fib neceflary to the profperity of every 
nation. 

Another method by which the meaneft wicked 
man may. have it in his power to injure the pu- 
blic, is falfe accufation, whereof this kingdom 
hath afforded too many examples- : Neither is it 
long fince no man, whofe opinions were thought 
to differ from thofe in fafhion, could fafely con- 
verfe beyond his nearefr friends, for fear of be- 
ing fworn againft,. as a traitor, by thofe who 
made a traffic of perjury and fubornation ; by 
which the very peace of the natron was difturbed, 
and men. fled from each pther as they would 
from a lion or a bear got ioofe. And it is very 
remarkable, that the pernicious project now in 
hand to reduce us to beggary, was forwarded by 
one of thefe falfe accufers, who had been con- 
victed of endeavouring, by perjury and fuborn- 
ation, to take away the lives of feveral innocent 
perfons here among us ; and, indeed, there 

could 
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could not be a more proper inftrnment for fuch* 
a work. 

Another method by which the meaneft peo- 
ple may do injury to the public, is the fpread- 
ing of lies and falfe rumours ; thus railing a 
diftruft among the people of a nation, caufing 
them to miftake their true inteiieft, and thei* 
enemies for. their friends : And this hath, been 
likewife too fuccefsful a practice among us, where 
we have known the whole kingdom mifled by 
the grofleft lies,, raifed upon occafion to fervc 
fome particular turn. As it hath alfo happened 
in the cafe I. lately mentioned, where one ob* 
fcure man, by reprefenting our wants where 
they were leaft, and concealing them where 
they were greateft, had almoft fucceeded m a. 
project of utterly ruining this whole kingdom 
and may ftill fucceed, if God doth not continua 
that public fpirit, which he. hath almoft mira- 
culouily kindled in us upon this occafion. 

Thus we fee the public is many times*, as it 
were, at the mercy of the meaneft inftrumcnt,, 
who can be wicked enough to watch opportu* 
aides of doing it mifchief, upoir the principles* 
of avarice or malice ; which, I am afraid, are 
deeply rooted in too many breafts ; and againfi 
which there can be no defence, but a firm refo— 
lution in all honeft men, to be clofely united, . 
and active in fhewing their love to their country,, 
by preferring the public intereft to their pretent. 
private advantage. If a- pafienger in a great- 
S j ftorrai 
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ftortn at fea, fhould hide his goods that they 
might not be thrown overboard to lighten the 
&ip, what would be the eemfequence? The Ihip 
is caft awar, and he lofes his life and goods to- 
gether. 

We have heard of men* who, thro* greedi- 
nefs of gain, have brought infected goods into 
a nation, which bred a plague, whereof the 
owners and their families periflied firft. Let 
thofe among us consider this and tremble, whofe 
houfes are privately ftored with thofe materials 
Of beggary and defolation, lately brought over to 
be fcattered like a peftilence among their coun- 
trymen, which may probably firft feize upon 
themfelves and their families, until their houfes 
fhall be made a dunghill. 

I fhall mention one practice more, by which 
the meaneft inftruments often fucceed in doing 
public mifchief \ and this is by deceiving us with 
piaufible arguments,, to make us believe that the 
jnoft ruinous project they can offer, is intended 
for our good, as it happened in the cafe fo of- 
ten mentioned* For the poor ignorant people,, 
allured by the appearing convenience in their 
fmail dealings, did not difcover the ferpent in 
' the brafe, but were ready, like the Ifraelites, to- 
offcr incenfe to it * neither could the wifdom 
q£ the nation convince them, until fome to£ good 
intentions made the cheat fo plain to their fight, 
that thofe who run may read. And thus the 
defign was to treat us, in every point, as the 

PhUiftines 
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Philiftines treated Samfon, (I mean when he was 
betrayed by Daiilah) firft to put out our eyes* 
and then bind us with fetters of brafs. 

I proceed to the laft thing I propofed, which 
was to fhew you that all wilful injuries done to 
the public, are very great and aggravated fins iri 
the fight of God, 

Firft, It is apparent from Scripture, and m6ft 
agreeable to reafon, that the fafety and welfare 
of nations are under the mod peculiar care of 
God's providence. Thus he promiied Abra* 
ham to fave Sodom, if only ten righteous men 
could be found in it. Thus the reafoft which 
God gave to Jonas for not deftroying Nineveh, 
was, becaufe there were fix-fcorc thou&nd men 
in that city. 

All government is from God,, who is the God 
of order ; and therefore whoever attempts to* 
breed confufipn or disturbance among a people,, 
doth his utmoft to take the government of the 
world out of God's hands, and to put it in the' 
hands of the devil, who is the author of tdnfu* 
fion. By which it is plain, that no crime, hoW 
heinous foever, committed againft particular per- 
ions, can equal the guilt of him who does in~ 
jury to the public. 

Secondly, All offenders againft their country 
lye under this grievous difficulty, that it is next 
to impoffible to obtain a pardon, or make refti- 
tution. The bulk of mankind are very quick at 
refenting injuries, and very flow in forgiving 
r . . * v them : 



them : And how fhall one man be able to obtain 
the pardon of millions, or repair the injuries he 
hath done to millions ? How fhall thofe, who^ 
by a moft deftru&ive fraud, got the whole wealth 
of our neighbouring kingdom into their hands,, 
be ever able to make a reeompence ? How will 
the authors and promoters of that villainous pro* 
jeft, for the ruin of this poor country, be able 
to account with us for the* injuries they have al- 
ready done, although they fhould no farther 
fiicceed ? The deplorable cafe of fuch wretches^ 
muft entirely bereft tcr the unfathomable mercies* 
©f God. Fof thofe who know the leaft in reli- 
gion*' are not ignorant, that without our utmoff 
endeavours to make reftitution to the perfon in- 
jured, and to obtain his pardon, added to a fin* 
cere repentance, there is no hope" of falvation* 
given in the gofpeh 

Laftly, All offences againft our own country,, 
have this- aggravation, that they are ungratefur 
and unnatural; It is to our country we owe 
thofe laws, which proteft us in our lives, our li- 
berties, our properties, and our religion. Ouir 
country produced us into the world, and contU 
nues to nourifh us, fo that it is ufually called 
our mother ; and there have been examples o£ 
great magiftrates, who have put their own chil- 
dren to death, for endeavouring to betray their 
country, as if they had attempted the life of theirr 
natural parent. 
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Thus I have briefly fhewn you, how terrible a 
fin it is to be an enemy to our country, in order 
to incite you to the contrary virtue, which at this 
junfture is fo highly neceflary, when every man's 
endeavour will be of ufe. "We have hitherto 
been juft able to fupport ourfelves under many 
hardfhips *, but now the axe is laid to the root of 
the tree, and nothing but a firm union among 
us can prevent our utter undoing. This we arte 
obliged to, in duty to our Gracious King, as well 
as ourfelves. Let us therefore prelerve that pu-^ 
blic fpirit which God hath raifed in us, for our 
own temporal intereft. For, if this wicked pro- 
jeft fhould fucceed, which it cannot do but bjr 
our own folly ; if we fell" ourfelves for nought, 
the merchant, the (hopkeeper, the artificer, muft 
fly to the defart with their miferable families, 
there to ftarve, or live upon rapine, or at leaft 
exchange their country for one more hofpitable 
than that where they were born. 

Thus much I thought it my duty to fay to you, 
who are under my care, to warn you againft 
thofe temporal evils, which may draw the worft 
of fpiritual evils after them ; fuch as heart-burn- 
ings, murmurings, difcontents, and all manner 
of wickednefs which a defperate condition of life 
may tempt men to. 

' I am fenfible that what I have now faid will 
not go very far, being confined to this aflembly ; 
but I hope it may ftir up others of my brethren 
to exhort their feveral congregations, after a 

more 
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more effectual manner, to flie*r their lore for 
their country upon this important occafion. And 
this, I urn fure, cannot be called meddling in af- 
fairs of ftate. 

I pray God protect his moft gracious Majefty, 
and this kingdom, long under his government, 
and defend us from all ruinous projectors, de- 
ceivers, fubqmers, perjurers, falfe accufers, and 
opprefiors ; from the virulence of party and fac- 
tion ; and unite us in loyalty to our king, Icfve 
to our country, and charity to each other. And 
this we beg for Jefus Chrift his fake : To whom, 
&c. 
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A 

P R O P O S A L, 

THAT 

All the Ladies and Women of Ireland , 
fhould appear conftantly ia Irish Ma- , 

NUFACTU-RES. 

Written in the year 17*8* 

THERE was a TreatHe written about nine* 
years ago, to perfuade the people of Ire- 
land to wear their own manufactures # . This* 
Treatife was allowed to haver not one fyllable in 
it of party or cKfafFection, but was wholly found- 
ed upon the growing poverty of the nation, ck>' 
cafioned by the utter want of trade in every : 
branch, except that ruinous importation of all* 
foreign extravagances from other countries. This 
Treatife was prefented, by the Grand Jury of 
the city and county of Dublin, as a fcandalous, 
feditious, and factious pamphlet. I forget who 

was 

* See vol. iii. p. 347. 
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was the foreman of the City Grand Jury $ but the 
foreman for the county, was one Dr Seal, pegifter 
to the Archbifliop of Dublin, wherein he differ- 
ed much from the fentiments of his Lord. The 
Printer was tried before the late Mr -Whitfhed, 
that famous Lord Chief Juftice j who, on the 
bench, laying his hand on his heart, declared up- 
on his falvation, that the author was a Jacobite, 
• and had a defign to beget a quarrel between the 
two nations. In the midft of this profecution, 
about ijoo weavers were forced to beg their 
bread, and had a general contribution made for 
their relief, which juft ferved to make them 
drunk for a week ; and then they were forced to 
turn rogues, or ftrolling beggars, or to leave the 
kingdom. 

The Duke of Grafton, who was then Lieute- 
nant, being perfectly afhamed of fo infamous and 
unpopular a proceeding, obtained from England 
a noli profequi for the Printer. Yet the Grand 
Jury had folemn thanks given them from the 
Secretary of State. 

I mention this paffage (perhaps too much for- 
gotten) to fhew how dangerous it hath been for 
the beft meaning perfon to write one fyllabie in 
the defence of. his country, or difcover the mife- 
rabie condition it is in. 

And, to prove this truth, I ^wlll produce one 
inftance more, wholly omitting the famous cafe 
of the Drapier, and the proclamation againft 
him, as well as the perverfenels of another jury 
i -againft 
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agalnft the fame Mr Whttfhed, who was violent- 
ly bent to aft the fecond part in another (bene. 
v About two years ago, there was a fmall paper 
printed, which was called A Short VUhu of the 
State of Ireland * ; relating the feveral caufes 
whereby any country may grow rich, and apply* 
ing thefn to Ireland. Whitfhed was dead, and 
confequently the printer was not troubled. Mift* 
the famous journalift, happened to reprint this ' 
paper in London, for which his prefi-folks were 
profecuted for ahnoft a twelvemonth * and, for 
ought I know, are not yet difcharged. 

ThisJs our cafe \ inibmuch that although I 
am often without money in my pocket, I dare 
not own it in fome company, for fear of being 
thought difaffc&cd. 

But Once I am determined to take care that 
-the author of this paper ihail not bfc difcovered, 
(following herein the moft prudent practice of 
the Drapicr) I will, venture to affirm, that the 
three feafons wherein our corn hath mifcarried, 
did no more contribute to our prefent mifery, 
than one fpoonful of water thrown upon a rat a 
already drowned, would contribute to his death ; 
and that the prefent plentiful harveft, although 
it lhould be followed by a dozen enfuing, would 
no more reftore us, than it would the rat afore- 
faid to put him near the fire, which might in* 
deed warm his fur-coat, but never bring him 
back to life. 

Vol. XI: T The 

* Sec vol. IV. p. 113, 
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The (hort of the matter is this : The diftrefles 
of the kingdom are operating more and more 
every day, by very large degrees, and fo have 
been doing for above a dozen years paft. 

If you demand from whence thefe diftrefles 
have arifen, 1 defire to alk the following queftion: 

If two-thirds of any kingdom's revenue be 
exported to another country, without one far- 
thing of value in return; and if the faid kingdom 
be forbidden the moft profitable branches of 
trade wherein to employ the other third, and 
only allowed to traffic in importing thofe commo- 
dities which are moft rainous to itfelf j how (hall 
that kingdom ftand ? 

- If 'this queftion were formed into the firft pro- 
portion of an hypothetical fyllogifm, I defy the 
the man born in Ireland, who is now in the 
faireft way of getting a colleclorfhip, or a cor- 
net's poft, to give a good reafon for denying it. 
' Let me put another cafe. Suppofe a gentle- 
man's eftate of 200I. a year, fhould fink to one 
hundred, by fome accident, whether by an earth- 
quake or inundation it matters not ; and fuppofe 
the laid gentleman utterly hopelefs and unquali- 
fied ever to retrieve the lofs ; how is he other- 
wife to proceed in his future ceconomy, than by 
reducing it on every article to one half lefs, un- 
itfs he will be content to fly his country, or rot 
in jail ? This is a reprefentation of Ireland's con- 
dition ; only with one fault, that it is a little too 
favourable. Neither am I able to propofe a full 
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remedy for this, that (hall ever be granted ; but 
only a fmall prolongation of life, until God (hall 
miraculoufly difpofe the hearts of our neigh- 
bours, our kinfrnen, our fellow-proteftants, fel- 
low fubjects, and fellow rational creatures, to 
permit us to ftarve without running farther in 
debt. I am informed, that our national debt (and 
God knows how we wretches came by that fafhi- 
onable thing a national debt) is about 250,0001. ; 
which is, at leaft, one third of the whole king- 
dom's rents, after our abfentees and other fo- 
reign drains are paid, — and about 50,000!. more 
than all the cam. 

It feems there are feveral fchemes for railing a 
fund to pay the intereft of this formidable fum, 
(not the principal, for this is allowed impoflible). 
The neceffity of railing fuch a fund, is ftrongly 
and regularly pleaded from the late deficiencies 
in. the duties and cuftoms. And is it the fault 
of Ireland that thefe funds are deficient i If they 
depend on trade, can it poflibly be otherwife, 
while we have neither liberty to trade, nor 
money to trade with; neither hands to work, 
nor bufinefs to employ them, if we had ? Our 
difeafes are vifible enough, both in their caufes 
and efiecls ; and the cures are well known, but 
impoffible to be applied. 

If my fteward comes and tells me, that my 
rents are funk fo low that they are very little 
more than fufikient to pay my fervants their 
wages, have I any other courje left, than to 
T 2 cafhier 
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cathier: four in fix of my rafcaily footmen, and df 
number of other varlets in my family, of whole 
infolence the whole neighbourhood complains^ 
And I mould think it extremely fevere in any 
law, to force me to maintain a houfhold of fifty 
fcrvants, and fix their wages, before I 'had of* 
fered my rent-roll upon oath to the Iegi0ator3». 
. To return from digreffing : I am told, one 
fcheme for raifing a fund to pay the intereft of 
our national debt, is by a further duty of forty 
(hillings a ton upon wine. Some gentlemen 
would carry this matter much further, by raifing 
it to twelve pounds ; which, in a manner, would 
amount to a prohibition Thus weakly arguing 
from the practice of England. 

I have often taken notice, both in print and 
kt difcourfe, that there is no topic fo fallacious, 
cither in talk or in writing, as to argue how we 
ought to act in Ireland, from the example of 
England, Holland, France, or any other coun- 
try, whofe inhabitants are allowed the common 
rights and liberties of human-kind. I could un- 
dertake to name fix or liven of the moft uncon- ^ 
trolled maxims in government, which are utter- 
ly faife in, diis kingdom. 

As to the additional duty on wine, I think 
any perfon may deliver his opinion upon it, un- 
till it (hall have pafled into a law; and, till 
then, I declare mine to be pofitivfely againft it. 

Firft, Becaufe there is no nation yet known, 
in either hemifphcre, where the people of all 
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conditions are more m want of fome cordial, to 
keep up their 4g>irks, tbao in this of oar's. I 
am not in jeft ; and, if the h& will not be allow- 
ed me, I ihaii not argue it. 

Secondly, It is too well and generally known, . 
that this tax of forty ihitting6 additional cm eve- 
ry ton of wine (which will be doable at kaft t6 
the hOa>e-confumer) will increafe equally every 
new feffidn <tf parliament, until perhaps ic conies 
to twelve pounds. 

Thirdly,. Becaufe, as the merchants inform, 
me, and as I have known many of the like 
fciftahces in England, this additional tax will: 
more prolbiibly leflen this branch of the revenue,, 
than increafe k : And therefore' Sir John Stan- 
ley, a comftwffioner of the cuftomc m England,, 
ufed to fay, That the Houfe of Commons were 
generally mittaken in matters of trade, by an, 
erroneous opinion that two and two make 'four. 
Thus, *f you fhould lay an additional duty of 
utie penny a~potfad on raiuns, or fugar, the re- 
venue, inftead - of rifing, would certainly fink j 
and the confequence would only be, to lefiea. 
the number of plum-puddings* and ruin the 
confeftioner. 

Fourthly, lam likewife aflured by v merchants^ > 
that-, upon this additional forty (hillings, the 
French will at leaft equally ratte their duties up- 
on all commodities we export thither. 

Fifthly, If an original ex tr aft of the exports^ 
and imports be true, we have been gainers tipon i 
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the balance, by our trade with France, for fevcrai 
years paft j and although our gain amounts to 
no great fum, we ought to he fatisfied, fince we 
are no lofers, with the only confolation we are 
capable of receiving. 

Laftly, The worft confequence is behind. If 
we raife the duty on wine to a confiderable height, 
we lofe the only hold we have of keeping among 
us the few gentlemen of any tolerable eftates. 
I am confident, there is hardly a gentleman of 
eight hundred pounds a-year and upwards,, in 
this kingdom, who would balance half an houv 
to confider whether he fhould live here Of in 
England, if a family could be as cheaply main* 
tained in the one as the other. As to eatables, 
they are as cheap in many fine counties of Eng« 
land, as in fome very indifferent ones here ; or, 
if there be any difference, that vein of thrift, and 
prudence in oeconomy, which pafies there with- 
out reproach, (and. . chiefly in London itfeif) 
would amply make Up the difference. But th* 
article of Frepch wine is hardly; tolerable, in 
any degree of plenty, to a middling fortune : 
And this it is, which, by growing habitual, whol- 
ly turns the fcale with thofe few landed men di£- 
,engaged from employments, who content them* 
felves, to live hofpitably with plenty of good wine 
in their owi* jcpiupury, rather than : in penury 
and obfcurity in another,, with bad, or with 
none at all. , 

Having therefore, as far as in me Des 4 abo- 
lUhed this additional duty upon wine 5 for I am 
. not 
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not under the leaft concern about paying the 
intereft of the national debt, but leave it, as ia 
loyalty bound, wholly to the wifdom of the Ho* 
uourable Houfe of Commons; I come now to 
confider, by what methods we may be able to 
put off and . delay our utter undoing: as long 
as it is poffible. . - v -i i; 

• . I .never have difcourfed any reafonabie man 
upon this fobject, who did not allow that, there 
was no remedy left us, but to leflen the import* 
ation of ail unneceflary commodities, as much 
as it was poffible y and likewife, cither to per* 
fuade our abfentees to fpend their money at 
home, which is impoffiblc* or tax them at five 
fhillings in the pound during their abfence, with 
fuch allowances, upon neceuary occafions, as it 
(hall be thought convenient ; or, by permitting 
us a free trade, which is denied to jdo other na- 
tion upon earth. The three lafts methods are 
treated by Mr Prior, in his- moft uieful treatife, 
added to his lift of abfentees. 

It is to gratify the vanity and pride, and iuxu* 
ry of the women, and of the young fops who 
admire them, that we owe this insupportable 
grievance of bringing in the inftruments of our 
ruin. There is annually brought over to this 
kingdom, near ninety thoufand pounds worth of 
filk, whereof the greater part is manufactured : 
Thirty thoufand pounds more is expended in 
Enuflin, holland, cambrick, and callico. What 
the price of lace amounts to, is not eafy to be 

eolkcW 
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tette&ed from flic cuftom-lumfe book, beings 
kind of goods that; take iup little, room, and » 
eafily run ; but* con£decbig the prodigious £rtce 
of a woman's head-dce&j <at tea, twelve*, twenty 
pounds 1-yard^ mufb be very great. The tea,, 
raced at fewn. fallings pound, comes to near 
twelve thoufand pounds; but, confidecing k as 
the ccHnmonltrkury of every chambermaid, iemp- 
ftrefs, and crade&aanY wife, both in town and - 
country, however* they come by k v muft need* 
ooft the kingdom double that fum. Coffee i* 
finmewhat above 7000L I have (ben no account 
of chocolate, and fame other Indian op Ame- 
rican goods. The ctaapery imported is about 
24,000!. The whole amounts: (whh one or two 
other particulars) to 150,0001 The lavtihing of 
all which money is juft as prudent and neceffary, 
«s to fee a man in an embroidered coat begging, 
out of Newgate in an c4d Aoe. < . 

I allow that the thrown and raw fiik is lefs 
pernicious*, becaufe we hawe forae fhare in the 
inanafa&ure y but wc are not now in circuni- 
ftanccs to trifle. It cofts us above 40*000!. a- 
year: And if the ladies, till better times, will 
not be content to go in their own country ihifts, 
I wifh they may go in rags* Let them vie wkh 
each other in - the fineness of their native- linen : 
Their beauty and gentlencfs will as well appear, , 
as if they were covered over with diamonds and! 
brocade. 

I believe no man is fo weak, as to hope or 
aspect that fuch a reformation can. be brought* 

about; 
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about by a law. But a thorough, hearty, un- 
animous vote, in both Houfcs of Parliament, 
might perhaps anfwer as well: Every fenator, 
noble, or plebeian, giving his honour, that nei- 
ther himfelf, nor any of his family, would, in 
their drefs, or furniture of their houfes, make 
ufc of any thing except what was of the growth 
and manufacture of this kingdom ; and that 
they would ufe the utmoft of their power, in- 
fluence and credit, to prevail on their tenants, 
dependents, and friends, to follow their example. 



A 



( 126 ) 



A 

LETTER 

TO THE 

ARCHBISHOP of DUBLIN, 
concerning the Weavers. 

My Lord, 

THE Corporation of Weavers in the woollen 
manufacture, who have fo often attended 
your Grace, and called upon me with their 
fchemes and propofals, were with me on Thurf* 
day laft -> when he who fpoke for the reft, and 
in the name of his abfent brethren, faid it was 
the opinion of the whole body, That if fomewhat 
were written at this time by an able hand, to 
perfuade the people of this kingdom to wear 
their own woollen manufactures, it might be of 
good ufe to the nation in general, and preferve 
many hundreds of their trade from ftarving. 
To which I anfwered, That it was hard for any 
man of common fpirit, to turn his thoughts 
to fuch fpeculations, without difcovering a re- 
fentment which people are too delicate to bear. 
For I will not deny to your Grace, that I cannot 

reflect 
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reflect on the Angular condition of this country, 
different from all others upon the face of the 
earth, without fome emotion, and without often 
examining, as I pais the ftreets, whether thofe 
animals which come in my way, with two legs 
and human faces, clad and erect, be of the fame 
Ipecies with what I have fecn very like them in 
England, as to the outward fliape, but differing 
in their notions, nature, and intellectuals, more 
than any two kinds of brutes in a foreft $ which 
any man of common prudence would immediate- 
ly difcover, by perfuading them to define what 
they mean by law, liberty, property, courage, 
reafon, loyalty, or religion. 

One thing, my Lord, I am very confident of ; 
That if God Almighty, for our fins, would moft 
juftly fend us a peftilence, whoever fhould dare 
to difcover his grief in public for fuch a vifita- 
tion, would certainly be cenfured for difaffection 
to the government. For I folemnly profefs, that 
I do not know one calamity we have under- * 
gone thefe many years, whereof any man, whofe 
opinions were not in fafhion, dared to lament, 
without being openly charged with that imputa- 
tion. And this is the fiarder, becaufe although 
a mother, when fhe hath corrected her child, 
may fometimes force it to kifs the rod, yet (he 
will never give that power to the foot-boy, or 
the fcuUion. 

My Lord, There are two things for the people 
of this kingdom to confider : Firft, Their pre- 
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lent evil condition ; and, fecondly, What can be 
done in fome degree to remedy it. 

Ifliail not enter into a particular description 
of our prefent mifery : It hath been already done 
in feveral papers, and very fully in one intiticd 
A Jb$rt view *f the State of Ireland. It will be 
enough to mention the entire want of trade, the 
aavigation-alt executed with the utmoft rigour, 
the remiffion of a million every year to England, 
the ruinous importation of foreign luxury and 
vanity, the oppreffion of landlords, and difcour* 
agement of agriculture* 

. Now all thoiie evils are without the poffibilhy 
of a cure, except that of importations ; and to 
fence againft ruinous folly, will be always in our 
power, in fpite of the difcouragements, morti- 
fications, contempt, hatred, and oppreffion, we 
labour under : But our trade will never mend, 
the navigation-ad never be foftened, our ab- 
fentees ttever return, our endlefe foreign pay- 
ments never be leflened, t>ur own landlords 
tiever be lefs efcading. 

All other febemes for prcferving this kingdom 
from utter ruin, are idle and vifionary,— confe* 
quentiy drawn from wrong reafoning, and from 
general topics, which, for the fame cawfes that 
they may be true in all nations, are certainly falfe 
in our** ; as I have told the public often enough* 
but with as little effett as what I (hall fay at .pre* 
lent is Hkeiy to produce. 

* I 
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: I am weary of fo~ many abortiv t projeifts, for 
the advancement of trade j of lb many etude 
proposals, in letters fent me from unknown 
hands ; of fo many contradictory fpeculations, 
about raifing or finking the value of gold and 
filver: I am not in the leaft forty to hear of the 
gresft numbers going to America, although very 
much for die caufes that drive them from ut r 
fincc th« uncontrolled maxim, « f That people arc 
" the riches of a nation/ 9 it no maxim here ua^ 
der our circa oiftances. We have neither maim-* 
failures to employ them about, nor food to fup- 
port them* 

' If a private gentleman's income be funk irre- 
trievably forever from a hundred pounds to fifty, 
and that he hath no other method to fupply thr 
deficiency, I defire to know, my Lord, whether 
ipcha perfba hash any other cowrie to take, tha* 
to fink half his expences in every article of oeco* 
aomyyto farve hitnfdf from xuin and a jail. Is not 
-rid* more than doubly the cafe of Ireland, wherd 
the want of money, the irretrievable ruin of 
trade, with the other evils above mentioned, aadt 
many more too well known and fete, aad tp* itu« 
iperous-or invidious to relate, have been gradual* 
ly finking us fiar above * dorasit years peft, to * 
•degree: that we are at kaft fay two-thkds in a 
-wwrfe condition than was ever kaown fince the 
!le?ahmon. Therefore, inftead of dreams and 
prqjeSb for advancing of trade, we have Bathing 
left bmrte find out lome espedieiii whereby ww 
tgay reduce our expences to our incomes. 

Vol. XL U Ytf. 
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Yet this procedure, allowed fo.nesefl&ry in *att 
private families, and in its own nature fo *afy to. 
be put in practice, may meet witkftjrong .pppofi~ 
tion by the cowardly flavi(h indulgence of the 
-men, to the intolerable pride* arrogance, va^tjf, 
and luxury of the women j.wfco, .ftiafUy adh^f* 
ing to the rules, of modern education, .fcern jtp 
employ their whole ftock of invention in contriy- 
ing new arts of profufion, fafter than the nioft 
parfimonious hufband can afford : And, to com- 
pafs this work the more effectually, their univer- 
fel maxim b : to, defpife and deteft every thing of 
the growth and manufafture of their own.fcoun- 
tty, .arid moft to value whatever comes from the 
Very remoteft parts of the globe. And I am con- 
vinced, that if the virtuofi could once find out a 
world in the moon, with a paflage to it, .our wo- 
men would wear nothing but what came dire£Uy 
from thence. v r f : . . ' 

1 The prime coft of wine yearly imported, to 
Ireland, is valued at 30,0001. 5 and the tea (in- 
cluding coffee and chocolate) at five times that 
fiim. The lace, filks, callicoes, and all other un- 
necefiary ornaments for women, including Eng- 
Hfti cloths and ftufls, added to the former articles, 
make up (to compute, grofsly) about 400,000!* 
t Now, if we fhould allow the 30,0001. wherein 
the women have their {hare, and which is all we 
have to comfort us, arid deduft 70,0001. more for 
over-reaching, , there would (kill remain 300,0001. 
annually fpeut, for unwholefome drugs and un- 
1 iv % • nfeceflary 
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iieceflary finery.' -Which prodigious fum would 
'be wholly faved, and many thoufands of our mi*» 
ferabie fhop-keepers and manufaflurcrs comfort- 
ably fupported; 

Let ipeculative people bufy their brains as 
much as they pleafe, there is no other way to 
prevent 'this kingdom from finking for ever, than 
•by utterly renouncing ail foreign drcft and luxury. 
- It is aMbhttdy fo in fa&, thai ertrf fcufband 1 , 
of any fortune ur the kingdom, is' nourtihing a 
poilbnous devouring ferpent in hir bofom, with, 
all the mifchief, but with none of its wifdom. 

If all the women were cfcd with the growth of 
their own country, they might ftill Tie with each „ 
other in the courfe of foppery* find (rill have 
room left to vie with each other, and equally 
fhow their wit and judgment in deciding upon 
the variety of Irifh ftufis. And, if they could 
be contented with their native wholefome flops 
for breakfaft, we would hear no more of - their 
4pleep> hyfterics, cholics, palpitations, and afthmas* 
They might ftill be allowed to ruin, each other, 
and their htifbands at play, becaufe the money 
loft would only circulate among ourfelves. 

My Lord* I freely own it a wild imagination* 
that any words will cure the fottifhnefs of menj 
or the vanify of women ; but the kingdom is in 
a fair way of producing the moil effectual reme- 
dy, when there will not be money left for the 
comn>pn courfe of buying and felling the very 
necefiaries of life in our markets,, unlefe we abfo*» 
U z lutely 
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Intel? change the whole method of oar proceed* 
iogs. 

The corporation of weavers io wooliea and 
filk, who have fo frequently offered propofah 
both to your Grace, and to me, are the hotteft 
and coldeft generation of men that I have known, 
About 9 mouth ago they attended your Grace, 
wheal had the honour to be with you, eod do- 
ftgned me the fame favour. They defirei f ou 
would recommend to your clergy , to wear go win 
of Irifh ftufls, whkh might probably fprcad the 
example among^U their brethren in the kingdom; 
* ao4i perhaps, among xhti lawyer* andjgeritletaen 
of the uniyerOtyi dfld among the citizens *rf thofc 
corporations who egpoar in gQwns.on£>lemn oo- 
ta&onsi I then mentioned a kind < of ftuff, not 
above eight-pence a*yard, which I heard had bete 
contrived by fome of the trade, and war' Very 
convenient. 1 defired they would prepare fome 
tif that, or any fort of black fluff ta a c4rtah\ 
day, when your Grace woulcV appoint as trmrif 
clergymen as could readily be found to frieet at 
your palace, and there give their opinions j artd 
that, your Grace's vifitation approaching, you 
could then- have the beft opportunity of feeing 
what could be done in a matter of fiich eofcfe- 
quence, as they feemed to think, to the woollen 
manufacture* Butinftead of attending, as was 
expected, they came to me a fortnight after with 
t new propofal, that fomething (hould 'be written 
by an acceptable and able hand, to promote in 

general 
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general the wearing of hoqve manpf&turev ^md 
their qivilities wpujd fix that work upon me. I 
afked if they had prepared the ftuffs, as they had 
prpmifed, and your Grace expefted; but they 
had not made the leajft ftep in the matter, nor, as 
U,appears, thought of it more. 

, I did,, fame yeans ago, propqfe to the matters 
and principal dealers in the home manufactures 
of. filk and wool, tha* they fhould meet together; 
and, after mature confederation, puhliih advert 
tifementt to the following purpofe.: 

t That,, in order to. encourage the wearing of 
Irifh jnanufa&ujres in. filk and woollen, they gave 
notice, to the mobility and gentry of the kingdom* 
That they^ the under-figned, w6uld enter into 
bonds for themfeLves, and for each other, to fell 
ihfi feverat forts of ftuffsj, cloths, and filks, made 
to the.beft perfection they were able, for certain 
fixed prices * and in fuch a manneiythat if a 
child were fent to any of their fhops, the buyec 
might be fecure of the value and goodnefs,' and 
meafure of the ware: And left this might be 
thought to look like a monopoly, any other mem* 
ber of the trade might be admitted, upon fuch 
conditions as fliould be agreed on: And if any 
perfon whatever fhould complain that he. was ill- 
ufed in the value and goodnefs of what he bought,, 
the matter fhould be examined ; the perfon in- 
jured be fully fatisfied by the whole corporation,* 
without delay; and the difhoneft feller be ftrucb. 
put of the. fociety,runle& it' appeared' evidently 
that tiic failure proceeded only from miftake. 

U 3 The 
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The mortal danger is, that if thefe Ueateft 
eould prevail, by the goodneft and cheapncfe of 
their cloths apd ftufis, to give a turn t6 die 
principal people of Ireland in favour of their 
goods, they would relapfe into the knavilh prac* 
tice peculiar to this kingdom, which is apt to 
run through aM trades, even fo low a4 a common 
ale-fetter ^ who, as foon as he gets a vogue for 
his liquor, and outfells his neighbours, thinks 
his credit will put off the worft he can buy, till 
His cuftomers will come no more. Thus I have 
known at London, in a general mourning, the 
drapers dye black, all their old damaged goody, 
and fell them at double rates; then eomphun 
and petition the court, that they are ready to 
ftarve by the continuance of the mourning. 

Therefore, I lay, thofe principal w e av ers , 
who would enter into fiich a eompa& as I have 
mentioned-, muft give foffieienfc fecurify agaJnft 
all fuck practices : For, If once the women can 
pcrfuade their huifeands, that foreign goods^ b& 
fides the finery, will he as cheap, and do more 
ftrvice, our taft fete will be worft than- die Srft. 

I do not here pretend to digefr perfectly the 
method by which theft pr ineipal (hop4eeepers 
{half proceed in fiich a propofal ; but my mean* 
wig is- cteap enough, and cannot reafonaUy be 
etye&sd againft. 

We hew fee* what a deftnaftfve bfi the king- 
dom received^ fey the ctaeftaUe fraud of the 
einehftrts, or lE^tthem lbea»weavcts, or both * 
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bctwithftaqding; all t tfce cue of *i grantbit 
at that board, when we had an offer of com. 
pierce with the Spaniards for bar line?*: to the 
value* as i am told, of 300,000!. &*yea*. Bt*& 
while we deal like pedlara, ,w$ ihall t pi»ttifc like 
pedlars* and (aerifies all bonefty to the prefe* 
urging advantage. 

Wh^i I have laid mayferve a* an affined to 
t^e defir^ made me .bf the corporation of w«ar 
vers, that I would offer my notions to the pt*. 
blic. As to an; thing further, let them apply 
themielvcs to the parliament in their next feffion* 
Let them prevail ca the Houfe of Commons, tp 
grant ope very reafonahte requeft ; and I 
think there is jftiB tow fpirjk left m the ntfioct 
when I read a vote to d>is purpexfc; Refolv^ 
mmim &ntvadicenu y That this Houfc will, for 
the future* wear no cloths but fuch as. axe mad? 
of Irifh gcowth,, o* qi Irtfh ma»ufeclyre, uqr 
will: permit tkor wives or chiXfoefc U> Vfe?r as^ 
otjier : And that they will, to tbe utwft, en- 
deavour to prevail wijcfc their friends* relation^ 
dependents, and tenants to follow their example. 
And if, at the fame time, they could banifh 
tea, and coffee, and china-ware out of their fa* 
milies, and force their wives to chat their fcan- 
dal over an infufion of fage, or other wholefome 
Aomtftte vegetables, we might poffibly^ be able 
to fubfift, and pay our abfentees, penfioners, 
generals, civil officers, appeals, colliers, tempo- 
rary travellers, ftudents, fchool-boys, fplenetic 
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vifitors of Bith, Tunbridgc,: and Epfom, with 
aU other finaller drains, by fending our exude 
tutvroought goods, to England, and receiving 
from thence, and all other- countries, nothing 
but what is fully manufactured, and keep a 
few potatoes and oat-meal for our own fubfift? 
ence^ ■ * 

: I have' been, for a do*en years paft, wifely 
•prognbflicating the prefcrit condition of this 
kingdom; which any human creature, of cbm<- 
mon fenfe, would foretell, with as little fagacity 
as myfelf. My meaning is, that a confumptive 
body muft needs die, whfcfr hath fpent all its 
spirits, arid received rib riburifhment. Yet : I am 
often tempted to pity* • when- I hear the poor 
farmer and cottager lamenting the bardnrfs of 
die times, and imputing them either to one or 
two'ilt feafonsi which better climates than ourt 
are more expofed to; or to fcarchy of filver^ 
which to a nation of liberty, would drily hie a 
^ght and temporary inconvenience, to be'*©*- 
•moved at a month's warning. ■ 
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A N S W E R \ 

/it 

TO IIMUt 

«ETTERSfrom unknown Pb r so n^' 

: ./ '1 

Written in the yw 17^9* , r • 

Gentlemen, 

AM inclined to think, that I received a letter 
from you two * laft Summer, direclfcd to 
tafaBn, inrfaile 1 was in the country, whither it 
as fent me, and I ordered an anfwier to k to 
5 printed % hut it teems it had little effect, 
id I fuppofe this will not have much more* 
ntthe heart of this people is waxed grcA, and 
«r ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 
key have clofedV And, JGoitlemcn; I am to 
11 yon another thing : That the world is too 
gardlefs of what we write for the public good : 
hat, after we have delivered our thoughts, with* 
it any profpoft of advantage or of reputation* 
hkh letter is not to he had but by fubfcribiug 
jr names, we cannot prevail upon a printer to 
3 at the charge of fending it into the world* 
ilefs we will be at all, or half the expence j 

-And 
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And although we are willing enough to beftow 
our labours, we think it unreafonable to be out i 
of pdcket ; becaufc it probably may not^ con- \ 
fift with the fituation of our affairs. ' 

I do very much approve your good intentions, 
and, in a great meafure, your manner of declar- 
ing them ; and I do imagine you intended, that 
the world mould not only know your fentiments, 
but my anfwer, which I fhall impartially give. 

That grea^ Prelati,' in whofe cover you direct- 
ed your letter, fent it to me this morning ; and 
I begin my anfwer to-night, not knowing . what 
interruption I may meet with. 
: A have ordered your letter to be printed/, astft 
ought to be along, with my anfwer; becatife/I 
conceive, it will be more acceptable and mfarm* 
ing to ? the kingdom.' ^ : .'! ; ■ 

I fhall therefore now. go on ta anfwer your let- 
ter, in all manner of fincerity. 

Although your letter be directed to me, yet J 
take myfelf ito be only an imaginary perfon. .For 
although I conjecture I had formerly one. from 
you, yet I never anfwered it .iotherwife than in 
print y neither was I at a lofs to know the rea* 
fons why fo many people of this kingdom were 
traniporting themfelves to America. And' if 
this encouragement were ! owing to a pamphlet 
written, giving an account of the country of 
Pennfylvaniar, to tempt people to go thithfer; I do 
declare, that thole who were tempted, by fuch 
a narrative, to fuch a journey, were fools, and 

the 
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t author a moft impudent knave ; at leaft, if it 
the fame pamphlet I faw when it firft came 
%f which is above twenty-five years ago, dedi- 
te$l ta William Peon, (whom,, by a miftako, 
mcall Sir WiHiani Penn), tad filing him, by 
tffOrity.of the Scripture, Moft Nobte Gover- 
ifc For I was very well acquainted with Pena* 
d did, fome years after, talk with him upon 
it pamphlet, and the impudence of the author, 
to fpoke fo many things in praife of the foil 
d <cUmate, which Penn himfelf . did aljfolqteiy 
dtradifi:. For he did aflure me, that this' 
ontry wanted the {helter of mountains, .which 
t it: open to the northern winds from Hud- 
i's Bay and the Frozen Sea, which deftroyed, 
plantations of trees, and was even pernicious 
all common vegetables. But, indeed, New-i 
irk, Virginia, and other parts lefs northward? 
more defended by mountains, are defcribed 
excellent countries : But upon what condi- 
ns of advantage foreigners go thither, I am 
: to feek. 

What evils our' people avoid by running from 
ace* is eafier to be determined.. They conw 
ve themfelve8 to live under the tyranny of 
>ft' cruel exacting landlords, who have no view 
rther than encreafing their rent-rolls. Second- 
You complain of the want of trade, whereof 
n feem not to know the reafon. Thirdly, 
m. lament moft. juftly the ijuoney fpent by ab- 
itees in England. Fourthly, You complaii> 
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that your lkicn manofaaure declines. fifthly, 
That your tythe-colleclors opprefs you* Sixthly, y 
That your children have no hopes of perferraent c 
in the "churchy the revenue, or the ai*i*y$ to I 
which you might have added the law, and all : 
civil employments whatfoever* Seventhly, Ton 
ate undone for wane of filter, and want all other 
money. 

I could eafily add fome other motives, which 
to men of fpirit, who defire and expect, and 
rtrink they deierve the common privileges of 
human native,' would be of more force than any 
you have yet named, to drive them out of tfefc 
kingdom. But as thefe fpeeubttiotw may proba- 
bly not much affect the brains of your r people, I 
I {ball chufe to let them pafs unmentioned. Tec 
I cannot but obferve, that my very: good and 
virtuous friend, hi* excellency Burnet, (Q jtft> 
tee idti indigne patents t) hath not hitherto been) 
able to perfaade his vaffals; by hit oratory in the 
ftyie of a command, to fettle a revenue on his 
Vice-Royal perfon. I have been likewife afibred, 
that in one of thofc colonics on the Comment, 
which nature hath & far favoured, as (hy the 
induftry of the mhabitajttsi) to produce n great 
quantity of exceHeqt rice - T the ft uhbo u ue fs of 
the people, wtio having been tatt chat the w6rfct 
was wide* took it into their heads chat they 
might fell their own rke at whatever foreign' 
market they ple*&d, and feem by their prafikc 
very :tmwil&*j* to quit that opto*!*. 

i But 



But to return to my fubject : I moftconfefs to 
you both, that, if one reafen of your people's 
deferring us, be the defpair of things growing 
better in their own country, 1 have not ovz fyl- 
lable to anfwer ; becaufe that would be to hope 
for what is impofiible ; and fo I have been tell- 
ing thfc public tthefe ten years. For there are 
three events which rauft precede any fuch blef- 
fing: Flrft, A liberty -of trade ; fecondly, A 
jhare of preferments in all kinds, equal to the 
Britifli natives ; and, thirdly, A return of thofe 
abfentees, who take away almoft one half of the 
kingdom's revenue. As to the firft and fecond, 
there is nothing left us but defpair ; and, for the 
third, it will never happen till the kingdom hath 
no money to fend them, for which, in my own 
particular, I ftxrald not be forry. 

The exaction of landlords hath indeed been a 
grievance of above twenty years ftanding. But, 
«s to what you object about the fevere claufes 
relating to improvement, the fault lies wholly on 
the other fide : Ftfr the landlords, either by their 
ignorance or agreed itiefs of* making large rent- 
rolls, have • performed this matter fo iH, as we 
fee, by experience, that there is not one tenant 
in five hundred who hath made any improvement 
worth mentioning. For which I appeal to any 
nan who rides through the kingdom, where 
little is to be found among the tenants but beg- 
gary and defolation * the cabbins of the Scotch 
themfelves, in Ulftcr, being as dirty and miferw 
Vol. XL X able 
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able as thole of the wildcft Irifh. Whereas 
good Srm penal daufes for improvement, with 
* tolerable, eafy rent, and a reafonable period of 
time, would, in twenty years, have encreafed 
the rents of Ireland at kaft a third part in the 
intrinlic Talue. . 

I am glad to hear you fpeak with fome decency 
of the clergy, and to impute the exa£uons you 
lament to the managers or farmers of the tythes. 
But you entirely miftake the fait : For I defy the 
moft wicked andmoft powerful clergyman in the 
kingdom, to opprefs the meaneft farmer in the 
parifla ; and I defy the fame clergyman to prevent 
himfelf from being cheated by the fame farmer, 
whenever the farmer (hall be difpofed to be 
knavifh or peevifin For although the Ulfter 
-tything-teller is more advantageous to the clergy 
than any other in the kingdom, yet the minifter 
can demand no more than hk tenth ; and where 
the corn much exceeds the fmall tythes, as, ex* 
cept in fome diftrifts, I am told it always doth* 
he is at the mercy of every ftubborn farmer, 
cfpecially of thofe whofe feft as well as intereft 
incline them to oppofition. However, I take 
it that your people, bent for America, do not 
(hew the bell part of their prudence in making 
this one part of their complaint : Yet they are fo 
far wife as hot to make the payment of tythes « 
icruple of confeience, which is too grofe for any 
|>roteftant difienter, except a Quaker, to pretend. 
But, do your people indeed think, that if tythes 

were 
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were abolifhed, or delivered into the hands of 
the landlord after the bleffed manner in the 
Scotch Ipiritual oeconpmy, that the tenant would* 
fit eafier in his rent under* the fame perfon, wh6 
muft be lord of the foil and of the tythe tege- 
ther? 

I am ready enough to grant, that the oppref- 
fion of landlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its 
neceflary confequeace — the want of money, hal£ 
the revenues of the kingdom fpent abroad, , 
the continued dearth of three years, and the 
ftrong delufion in your people by falfe allure* 
meat from America, may be the chief motives 
q£ their eagernefs after fuch an expedition* But 
there is liketf ife another temptation, which is not 
of inconsiderable weight ; which is, their itch o£ 
living in a country where their && is predomi- 
nant, and where their eyes and confeiences will 
not be offended by the ftumbling-block of cere- 
monies, habits, and fpiritual titles. 

But I was furprized to find, that thofe calami- 
ties, whereof we are innocent, have been fufficicnt 
to drive many families out of their country, who 
had no reafon to complain of opprcflive land- 
lords. For, while I was laft year in the northern 
parts, a pcrfon of quality, whofe eftate was let 
above twenty years ago, and then at a very rea- 
sonable rent, fome for leafes of lives, and ibme 
perpetuities, did, in a few months, purchafe ele- 
ven of thofe leafes at a very inconsiderable pricey, 
although they were two years ago reckoned to 
pay but half value. From whence it is manifeft, . 

X a that. 



that our prefent miferable condition, and the (BP 
mat profpcft of worfe^ with other reafons above 
-affigned, are diffident to put men upon trying 
this defperate experiment of changing the fcene 
they are in, although landlords Chould, by a mi* 
racle, become lefs inhuman. 

There is hardly a fcheme propofed for improv- 
ing the trade of this kingdom, which doth not 
manifeftly (hew the ftupidity and ignorance of 
the propofer;- And I laugh with contempt at 
thofe weak wife heads, who proceed upon gene- 
ral maxims, or advife us to follow the examples? 
of Holland and England. Thefe empirics talk 
by rote, without underftanding the conftitutioar 
of the kingdom ; as if a phyfician, knowing that' 
exercife contributed much to health, ihould pre* 
fcribe to. his patient under a fevere fit of the 
gout, to walk ten miles every morning. The di- 
reftions^ for Ireland are very (hort and plain : To 
encourage agriculture and home confumptioa, 
and utterly difcard all importations which are not 
abfolutely neceflary for health or life. And how 
few neceffaries, conveniencies, or even comforts 
of life, are denied us by nature, or not to be at- 
tained by labour and induftry ? Are thole deteft- 
able extravagancies of Flanders lace, Englifh 
cloths made of our own wool, and other goods, 
Italian or Indian filks, tea, coffee, chocolate, 
China ware, and that profufion of wines, by the 
knavery of merchants growing dearer every fea- 
fon, with a hundred unneceflary fopperies, bet- 
ter known- to others than me : Are thefe, I fay, 

fit 
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fit for us, any more than for the beggar who 
could not cat his veal without oranges ? Is it notf 
the higheft indignity to human nature, that men 
ihould be fuch poltrons as ta fuffer the kingdoor 
and themfelves to be undone, by the vanity, thfe 
folly, the pride, and wantonnefs of their- wives ; 
who, under their prefen* corruptions, feenvto be 
a kind of animal, firlfered, for our fins, to be 
fent into the world for the deftrudion of fami- 
lies, focieties, and kingdoms, and whofe whole 
ftudy feems directed to be as expenfive as they 
poffibly can in every ufelefs article of living j who,, 
by long practice, can reconcile the moft perni- 
cious foreign drugs to their health and pkafure^ 
provided they are but expenfive, as- ftarlings 
grow fat with henbane; who contract a robuft- 
aels, by mere praftice of floth and luxury ; who* 
can play deep feveral hours after midnight, fleep' 
beyond noon, revel upon Indian poifons, and 
fpend the revenue of a moderate family, to>adbrn 
a naufeous, unwholefome living carcafe ? Let 
thofe few, who are not concerned in any part of 
ibis accufation, fuppofe it unfaid ; let the reft 
take it among them. Gracious God! in hi* 
mercy, look down upoa a nation fo fhamefully? 
Befotted* 

If I am pofiefled of an hundred pounds a-year,» 
and by fonie misfortune it finks to-fifty,. without 
a poflibility of ever being retrieved, Does it re- 
main a queftion, in fuch an exigency, what I am. 
to do ? Muft not I retrench one half in every, 
article of expense ? or retire IP fome cheapo 

diftant: 



( 346 ) 



difiant part of the country, where necefiaries art 
*t half value? 

Is there any mortal who can (hew me, under 
the circumftances we ftand with our neighbours, 
under their inclinations towards us, under laws 
never to be repealed, under the defolation caufed 
by abientees, under many other circumftances 
not to be mentioned, that this kingdom can ever 
be a nation of trade, or fubfift by any other me* 
thod, than that of a reduced family, by the ut- 
moft parfimony, ia the manner I have already 
preferred ? 

I am tired with letters from many unreafon- 
^ble well-meaning people, who are daily preffing 
me to deliver my thoughts in thk deplorable 
jun&ure \ which, upon many others, I have fa 
often done in yain. What will it import, that 
half a fcore people, in a coflee-houfe, may hap- 
pen to read this paper,, and even the majority of 
thofe few differ in every icntlment from me i If 
the farmer be not allowed to fbw hb corn | if 
half the Kttfe money among ue be fent to paf 
rents to Irifli abfentee?, and the reft for fbreign- 
luxury, tod drefi for the women What will our 
charitable difpofitioiu avail, when there is no* 
j thing left to be given ? when, contrary to tall' 
cuftotn Mid example, all necefiaries of life are fo 
exorbitant when money of all kinds was never 
known to be fo ftaret ? So that gentlemen of n<* 
contemptible eftates, are fofted to retrench m eve- 
ry article (except whst relates to their wives) with* 
out being able to fhew any bounty to the poor. 
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AN 

ANSWER 

T O 

SEVERAL LETTERS, 
SENT ME FROM UNKNOWN HANDS. . 

Written in 17*9. * 

j 

1AM very well pleafcd with the good opinio* 
you expreft of me, a?d wi(h k were any- 
way in my power to anfwer your expectation*) 
for the fervice of my country.. I have carefully 
. read your icyeral fchemes and ppppofals, whjc]^ 
you think, fhould be offered: to the parliament*. 
1 anfwer, I will aflure you, that* in another 
place, I have known very good propoials rejeftg 
*d with contempt by public afiemblics, merely 
becaufe they were offered from without doors j 
and your^ perhaps might have the fame fate, e£» 
pociaUy if handed into the public by me, who. 
am cot acquainted with three member*, nor 
have the teaft intereft with one. My printer* 
have been twice profecuted* to my great expence^. 
^ account of difcourfes I writ for the public 
* fervice, 
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fervice, without the lcaft refle&ion on parties or 
perfons j and the fuccefs I had in thofe of the 
Drapier, was not owing to my abilities, but to * 
lucky juncture, when the fuel was ready for 
the firft hand that would be at the pains of kind* 
ling it. It is true, both thofe envenomed perfe- 
ctions were the workmanfhip of a judge, who 
is now gone to his own place *. But, let that 
be as it will/ 1 am determined henceforth neves 
to be the inftrument of leaving an innocent man 
at the mercy of that bench. 

It is certain, there are (everal particulars re- 
lating to this kingdom, (I have, mentioned a few 
of them in one of my Drapier's letters) which it 
were heartily to be wifhed that the Parliament 
would take under their consideration, fuch as 
will noways interfere with England, otherwife 
than to its advantage. 

The firft 1 fhall mention, is touched at in a: 
letter which I received from one of you,. Gentle- 
men, about the highways ; which,, indeed, are 
almoft every-where fcandaloufly neglefted* I 
know a very rich man in- this city, a true loves 
and fare* of his money, who being poflefled of 
ibme adjacent lands, hath been at great charge 
in repairing efitdtually the roads that lead toe 
diem 5 and hath aflured me, that his igukls arc 
thereby advanced- four or five {hillings an acre,, 
by which he gets treble intereft. But, generally! 
igxaking, all over the kingdom, the roads arc 

deplorable 31 
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nrabte ; and, what i* more particularly bapu 
as, there is no ibrt of provision made for 
Hers on foot ; no, not near this city,: ex* 
id a very few places, and in a mod wretched 
icr : Whereas the Englifh are fo particular- 
ireful in this point, that you may travel 
ran hundred miles, with lefs inconvenience 

one mile here. But, tince this may be 
jht too great a reformation, I fhall only 
:of Toads for horfes, carnages, and cattle, 
stand is, I think, computed to be one third 
er than England ; yet by fome natural dif- 
itages, it would not bear quite the fame 
ortion in value, with the. fome encourage- 
* However, k hath fo happened for ma-i 
»rs paft, that it never arrived to above one- 
Qth part in point of riches ; and, of late, 
ie continual decreafe of trade, and increafe 
fentees, with other circumftances not here 

mentioned, hardly to a fifteenth part ; act 

if my calculations be right, which I doubt 
little too favourable on our fide. 
>w, fuppofing day-labour to be cheaper by 
lalf here than in England, and our roads, 
e nature of our carriages, and the defola- 
!>f our country, to be not worn and beaten 
5 one-eighth part fo much as thofe of Eng- 

whkh is a very moderate computation ; I 
it fee why the mending of them would be a 
er burthen to this kingdom than to that, 
lere have been, I believe, twenty a(ks of 
iment, in fix or feven years of the late 

* King, 



King*, for mending long tradte of impafiablc} 
ways in ieveral counties of England, by epe&ing 
turnpikes, and receiving paiTage-money in a 
manner that every body knows. If what I have 
advanced be true, it would be hard to give a 
reafon againft the fame pra&ice here, fince the 
ncceffity is as great, the advantage in proportion 
perhaps much greater, the. materials of ftone 
and gravel as eafy to be found, and the work- 
manihip at leaft twice as cheap* Befides, the 
work may be done gradually, with allowances 
for the poverty of the nation, by fo many perch 
a-year ; but with a fpecial care to encourage (kill 
and diligence, and to prevent fraud in the un* 
dertakers, to which we are too liable, and which 
are not always confined to thofe of the meaner 
fort: But againft thefe, no doubt, the wifdom 
of the nation may and will provide. 

Another evil, which, in my opinion, defervcs 
the public care, is the ill management of the 
bogs, the negleQ whereof is a much greater mif* 
chief to this kingdom than moft people feem to 
be aware of. 

It is allowed, indeed, by thofe who are efteein- 
ed moft ikilful in fuch matters, that the red 
fwelling mofly bog, whereof we have lb many 
large tra&s in this ifland, is not by any means to 
bjb fully reduced ; but the (kirts, which are co- 
hered with a green coat, eafily may, being not 
an accretion, or annual growth of mofs, like 
the other. 

. jNow 
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- Now the landlords are generally fo carelefs* 
that they fuffer their tenants to cut their turf m 
thefe ikirts, as well a$ the bog adjoined, whereby 
there is yearly loft a confiderable quantity of 
land throughout the kingdom, never to be re- 
covered. 

But this is not the greateft part of the raif. 
chief : For the main bog, although perhaps not 
reducible to natural foil, yet, by continuing large, 
deep, ftraight canals through the middle, clean- 
fed at proper times, as low as the channel or 
gravel, would become a fecure fummcr pafture* 
the margins might, with great profit and orna- 
ment, be filled with quickens, birch, and other 
trees proper for fuch a foil, and the canals be 
convenient for water-carriage, cVf the turf, which 
is now drawn upon fled -cars, with great expence, 
difficulty, and lofs of time, by refcfbn of the ma- 
jiy turf-pits fcattered irreguhriy through the bog, 
wherein great numbers of cattle are yearly drown- 
ed. And it hath been, I confefs, to me a mat- 
ter of the greateft vexation as well as wonder, to 
think how any landlord could be fo abfurd as to 
fuffer fuch havock to be made. 

All the afts for encouraging plantations of for 
reft-trees, are, I am told, extremely defefthre ; 
which, with great fubmiffion, muft have been 
owing to a dcfecT: of fkill in the contrivers of 
them. In this climate, by the continual blow- 
ing of the Weft-fouth-weft wind, hardly any 
tree of value will come to perfedtion that is not 

planted 
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plaoted in groves, except very rarely, and -where 
there is much land-ihelter. I have not, indeed; 
read all the acts.; but, from enquiry, I cannot 
learn that the planting in groves is enjoined; 
And, as, to the effects of thefe laws, I have not 
feen the lead, in many hundred miles riding, ex- 
cept about a very few gentlemen's houfes, and 
even thofe with very little fkill or fiiccefs. In all 
the reft, the hedges generally mifcaroy, as well 
as the larger (lender twigs, planted upon the 
tops of ditches, merely for .want of commoa 
fkill and care. 

I do nqt believe that a greater and quicker 
profit could be made, than by planting large 
groves of aih, within a few feet afunder, which 
in feven years wppld make the beft kind of hop* 
poles, and grow in the fame, or left-times to a 
fecond crop from their .roots. 

It would likewife be of great u& and beauty in 
ourdefart fcenes, to oblige all tenants and cot- 
tagers to <plant afh or elm before their cabbins, 
and round their .potatoe-gardens, where cattle 
either do not, or ought not to come to deftroy 
them. 

The common objections againft all this, drawn 
from the lazinefs, .the perverfenefe, .or thieviih 
difpofition of the .poor native Irifli, might b£ 
eafily anfwer^d, by (hewing the true reafons for 
fuch accufations, and how eafily thofe people 
may be brought to a lefs favage manner of life : 
But my printers have already fuffered too much 
1 for 
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vr my fpeculations. However, fuppofing die 
zc of a native's underftanding juft equal to that 
£ a dog or horfe, I have often feen thofe twa 
limals to be civilized by rewards, at leaft as 
mch as by punifliments. 
It would be a noble achievement to abolifli 
le Irifli language in this kingdom, fo far at 
aft as to oblige all the natives to fpeak only 
ogliOi on every occafion of bufinefs, in ihops, 
larkets, fairs, and other places of dealing : Yet 
am wholly deceived, if this might not be effec- 
lally done in lefs than half an age, and at a 
f trifling expence *, for fuch I look upon a tax 
> be, of only fix thoufand pounds a-year , to 
ccomplifh fo great a work. This would, in a 
reat meafure, civilize the nioft barbarous among 
tern, reconcile them to our cuftoms and lean- 
er of living, and reduce great number to the 
ational religion, whatever kind, may then hap- 
en to be ^ftabliflied. The method is plain and 
imple ; and although I am too defponding to 
produce it, yet I could heartily wifh fome pu- 
liic thoughts' were employed to reduce this un- 
ultivated people, from that idle, favage, beaftly,. 
hievifh manner of life, in which they continue 
iink to a degree, that it is almoft impoffible for 
, country gentleman to find a fer.vant of human 
opacity, or the leaft tinfture of natural honefty ; 
>r who does not live among his own tenants, in 
:ontinual fear of having his plantation deftroyed, 
lis cattle ftolen, and his goods pilfered. 

Vol. XL Y The 



( a» ) 



The love, afieffion, or vanity of living ia 
England, continuing «> carry thither ib many 
wealthy families ; the confequenccs thereof, toge* 
t&er with die utter lofs of all trade, except what 
is detrimental, which hath forced fijeh great 
numbers of weavers and others to feek their 
bread in foreign countries ; the unhappy prac- 
tice of ftockmg fiieh vaft tjuantkies of land with 
lheep and other cattle, which reduceth twenty" 
femilies to one : Thefe events, I lay, have ex- 
ceedingly depopulated this kingdom for feveral 
years paft. I fhould heartily wiflb, therefore, 
under this miferabie dearth of money, that thofe 
who are moft concerned would think it advife- 
able to fave a hundred thoufand pounds a-year, 
which is now fen t out of this kingdom to fee* 
us with corn. There is not an older or more 
urieonfroverted maxim m politico of all wife na- 
tions, than, that of encouraging agriculture. 
And, therefore, to what kind of wtfHom a prac- 
tice lb direftly contrary among us may be redu- 
ced, 1 am by no means a judge. If labotjr and 
people make the true riches of a nation, what 
niuft be the faTue where' one part -of the people 
are forced away, and the other part have no- 
thing to do I 

* If it fliOuld be thought proper hy wifer heads/ 
that his Majefty might be applied to in a national 
way, for giving the kingdom leave to coin half- 
pence for its own ufe ; I believe no good fubje£l 
will be under the leaft apprehenfion, that futfi a 

rcqueft 



( H5 ) 



requeft could meet with refufal, or the Ieaft de- 
lay. Perhaps we are the only Juggdon^. upon 
iearth, or that ever was or wilf be upon eartfi, 
which did not enjoy that common right of civil 
faciety, under the proper infpcAioni of its prince, 
er legiflatnre, to cam raanty of aH ufinal metals 
for it* own occafions* Etchj ptttgr . ptw&c in 
Germany, vaflal to the Emperor, enjoys this 
privilege. And I have feen in this kingdom, fe- 
deral filver pieces, with the infeription of Civitas 
Wtinfar&t Drogbtia^ and othir towns. 
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SUBSTANCE of what was laid by the 
Dean of St Patrick's, to the Lord 
Mayor, and fome of the Aldermen, 
when his Lordfhip came to prcferit the 
fakl Dean with his Freedom in a gold 

- -'box. i " 



WHEN his. Lordfhip had faid a few wordfc, 
and prefented the inftrument, the Bean 
gently put it back, and defired firft to be heard* 
He faid, He was much obliged to his Lordfhip 
and the city for the honour they were going to- 
do him, and which, as he was informed, they had 
long intended him : That it was true this honour 
was mingled with a little mortification, by the 
delay which attended it ; but which, however, 
he did not impute to his Lordfhip, or the city : 
And that the mortification was the lefs, beeaufe 
he would willingly hope the delay was founded 
on a miftake j for which opinion he would tell 
his reafon. He faid it was well known, that, 
fome time ago, a perfon with a title was pleafed, 
m two great aflemblies, to rattle bitterly fome 
body without a name, under the injurious ap- 
pellations of a Tory, a Jacobite, an enemy to 
King George, and a libeller of the government ; 
which character, the Dean faid that many people 
thought, was applied to him : But he was' un- 
willing 
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Wiling; to be of that opinion, becaofe the perfoa 
who had delivered ihofer afaufive /words, had for 
feverai years carefTed, and courted and folicited 
his friendfiiip, more than any man in either king- 
dom had ever done v By inviting him to his 
huufe in town ; and cbufctry^ becoming to the 
Deanryi often, and calling: or tending, .aimofir 
every day when the Deap was fick, with many 
other particulars of the fame nature, which con- 
tinued even to a day or two of the time when 
the faid perfoa . : inade- thofe i . inve&ives . .in . the 
Council tod i HotHe. qf . Ldrds, . TJ&efrejfare, that 
the Dean would by no; means think that thofe 
fcurrilous; words cftutd be intended jagainft, him ; 
becajifi: fuch a proceeding would overthrow all 
the principles o£ hoocyr* juftice,. religion, truth, 
and even common humanity. Therefore the 
DeflaLiwUl^efldeayour to 'believe,. Xhat the faid 
perfo*V had 4 foo)e other qbjeft in his thoughts ; 
and 'it , paly the uncharitable cuftom of the' 
world that applied this chara&er to hiuu How- 
ever, .that he wwld infift on this argument no 
lpnger : But one tiling he would affirrn and de- 
dare, without ,afligi)ing . any name, or nuking 
*PJfr inception,,; Thafc whoever ; either did or 
doeSa Pr flj^all {lepqafter, at any : time^ charge him 
t?kh . the .char^MQer qf a Jacobite, ati enemy to. 
King George, or a libeller of the government, 
rive faid accu&tipn was, is, and will be. felfe, 
w^cious^flanderous, and altogether groundless. 
Avid ilic;. would take th^ .,fi^dgim.;$o .tell his 
Y 3 Lordfhip, 
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Lord&ip, and the r$& that flood bjr f *fcatr]p*lHfci 
done more farvice ta the 'Hanoves:; rifely <aod 
more duTenrice t6 die Pretender's araie, then 
forty thoufaod of thofe noify,, railing, lhakesbua, 
empty zealots^ to? whom nattsre.hatk desjecLaop 
talent that could be o£ me to God, or then: com* 
try, and left them only the gift of jmriling^ arfd 
{pitting their venom-, agaitift aft who difiexr from 
them in their deftruftive principles both in chndch 
and ftate. That he confeffed h was; fnmrtiiwjTi 
his misfortune ta diflike fome things m> public pro* 
ceedings fn both kingdoms, wiheeem he hid often 
the honour to agree with wife and' good men ; 
but this did by no means af&& either' his loyalty 
to his prince, or love to his country. But, ori 
the contrary, he protefted, that? fiich- diflihes» ne- 
ver arofe in him from any other principles, than 
the' duty he owed to the King, and his affe&ion 
to the kingdom. That he had been dc^Uffmted 
with courts and minifters long enoiigh, and knew 
too well, that the beft minifters might mifti&e m 
points of great importance ; and that he had 
the honour to know many more able, and' at 
feaft fall as honefrasiany can be at preterit. -The 
Dfean further faid, That fihee he had 1 befcm fb 
fcifcly reprefcnted,. U,e thought ifr became 2 hkn- to 
give fbme account of himfelf for above twenty 
years, if it were only to juftify his Lord&iphdnd 
the city for the honour they were 1 going- Ho 46 
him. He celkted briefly how, inei*ty by h&own 
perfdnal credfc, without} other afllArance, -artctih 

tWO 
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KW rjOTftyjr* athfe own efcpence, he had prcN 
owed a gram of the firft fouits to- the' clergp* in 
the late Quoen's time; fop which he. thought he 
deferred fome gentte treatment; from, his bre? 
thrcn. That during all the admiaiAratioa of the 
faid miniftry^ he had been a copftaat adjTpcate 
for. thoft who aw called th$ Whigs j, had kept 
of them in their employments* bod* ia 
Eagiand and here, aDdfo»e who were after wards 
the ficft to, lift up their heels agaioflr him.. He 
reflected a little upon the fesere Ueatereathe had 
met with upon his return to* Ireland after hear 
Majefty's death, and fotf £moq years- afeeiR*: That* 
being forced to Kve retired, he could thinfe ©f no 
better way fer do public fervice, than* by employ 
ing all the little money he could feve, and lend* 
ing it, without knsereft, itfc ftnaU films* t» p&or 
iodwftrious, tradefatf n* wiilfeourt thai* 
party or their fetou. And God .hwi fo fiw pleafr 
od to Ubikhis; : endeavmic% tha^t his! naaoageij* teU 
him he hath recovered ahofve two hufedued £aa*i» 
hea in this cky from ruin, and placed* inoft <*£ 
thou in a comfortable, way of life. The Peaft 
fcdatcd how/ much Iw bad . fttffirred inu hi* purfe* 
stub with* what hazard to hfe Hbecty* f>j a : *iflft 
iniquitous judge * * whor, it$gK*fcfj& his amhkioiV 
rage;o£ pjU^ had! condc9>n^d aa innoceot 
bofck^ written witb. no w<irfe a de£gn, than to 
psiiuftdctfoi.peQpte of this kiagdom tQ wea* theit 
owstiOiaxiu&£hma:, Him tbfc feid j«dge had en* 

\ ..». ;. M r \.<kflftCni*a4 
♦ Sfc* ic note voL HI. p. 327* 
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deavourcxl to get a jury to his mmd 5 but thej* 
proved fo honeft, that he was forced td keep 
them eleven hours, and fend them back nine' 
times, until, at laft, they were compelled to leave 
the printer # to the mercy of the court. And 
the Dean was forced to procure a mli frbfiqui 
from a Noble Perfon, then* fecrctary of ftaoeij 
who had been his old friend. The Dean tbfeH 
freely confefled hhnfelf to be afcithor of thoft 
called the Droplets Letters •, fpoke gently o£ the 
proclamation, offering jcol. to difcover the wri- 
ter* He faid, That although a certain perfon Was 
pleafed to mention thofe biooks in a flight manner 
at a public afiembly, yet he (the Dean) had learn- 
ed to believe, that there were ten thousand to one 
m the kingdom who* differed from that perfon ; 
and the people of England, who had ever heard 
of the matter, as well as in- France, were .all of 
the Eu»e opinion* -The Dean mentioned feyerai 
other particulars 5? fome; of which, : thofe from 
whom I had the account could not recoiled, and 
others, although of great confequenec, perhaps 
his enemies would not allow him. The Dean 
concluded with acknowledging to have expreflcd 
his wifhes, that an mfcription might have /been 
engraven on the box, fbewing fome reafon why 
the city thought fit to da hid that hxpnbur^ which 
was much out of the common forms to rn perfon. 
in a private ftation ; thofe diftin£tions being ufu* 
ally made, only to chief governors, or perfons in 
very high employments* 

:: THOUGHTS 

• Harding. 
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THOUGHTS on RELIGION* 



1AM in all opinions, to believe according to 
my own impartial rtafbn j which "I am 
bound to inform and improve, as far as my ca- 
pacity and opportunities will permit. 

It may be prudent in me to a£k foinerimes by 
other men's reafon, but I can think only by my 
ciwnv 

If another man's reafon fully convince th me, 
it becomes my own tfeafon. 

To fay a man is bound to believe, is neither 
truth nor fehfev 

You may' force men, by intercft or puniflf- 
ment, to fay or fwear they believe, and to aft as 
if they believed*: Toucan go no fuirthfcr. . 

Evefy man, as z member of the commonwealth, 
ought to be content with the pofTefliofi of his 
own opinion in private, without perplexing hJs 
neighbour, or difturbing the public. 

Violent zeal for truth, hath an hundred to one 
bdds > to be either petulancy, ambition, or pride. 

There is a degree of corruption, wherein fome 
nations,, as bad as the world is, wiil'procded to 
an amendment 5 tilt which, time particular men 
fhould be cjuiet. 

To remove opinions fundamental irt religion is 
impoffiblc* and the 4 attempt .wfckcd^ whethtefthofc 

opinion* 
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opinions be true or faife ; unlefs your Avowed 
defign be to abolifh that religion altogether* So 
for inftance, in the famous dottriae,Qf Chrift's 
divinity, which hath been tmrvcrfaiiy received by 
all bodies of Chriftians, fince the condemnation 
of Arianifm under Conftantine and his fucceflbrs : 
Wherefores the proceedings of the SpritiMs We 
both vain and unwarrantable* beiaufe • *bey ltfU 
Jki mvet able to advance their own dpioiha* dr 
meet any other fucceft than faff etstiog, doubts aod 
difturbajaees ji* the world, j^if ratumi Jm djfur- 
hmt ttxxtum mkmS* 

The want of belief is a defect that ought tap be 
.concealed* wfeea it caaaaot be overcomfe. 

The ChriAian religion* in the moA early thAei, 
proofed (0 the Jaw* add Heathen^ witlout 
the article of Chrift's divinity ; which* I ranem- 
btty Erafaufl accounts: for* by its being to* Wong 
a aaca* for babes. Perhaps i£ it were now Mut- 
ed by the Chinefe miffioaaries, the converfion of 
thofe iofidek would be kfi difficult : And we 
find by the Alcoran* it is the great ftambting* 
: block of the Mahometans. But in. a counury al- 
ready Chriftian* to bring fo fundamental a point 
erf faith inter debate, can have no confeqnences 
that are not pernicious to morals *nd public 
peace. 

I have been often offended to fad St at- 
Ivories, and other figures erf Grecian eloquence, 
converted by divines into article* of faith* 

God's mercy k over all his vto*k% but divines 
of aHl^klfetfart Htttcy/ fa* tenet* 

I 
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I look upon myfetf in the capacity oi a clergy- 
man, to be one appointed by providence for de* 
fending a poft. affigiied me, and for gaining arer*. 
as many enemies as I can. Although I think mf r 
cauft is jiift, fst one great motion fa, my iubmk- 
ting to the pleafure of providence) and to the 
laws of my country. 

; I am not anfwerabte to God for the doubts 
that axafe in my own hreaft, fincc they are the 
confequeuce of that reafon Hvhkh he hbth plann- 
ed in me, if I take care to conceal thofe tioubte 
from others, if I ufe my beft endeavours to fisbJ 
due them, and If they have no influence on the 
condu&of inj fife* 

I befiere that thoufimds- of men would be or* 
thodttfc enough m certain points, 5f divines had 
not been too curious, or too narrow, In reducing' 
Orthodox within the compafs of fobdems, nice* 
ties, and diftiaftions, with little warrant from: 
Scripture, andlefs from reafbn 'and good policy* 

I never raw, hettrd, or read, that the clergy 
were beloved in any nation where Chrrftianity 
was the religion of the country. Nothing carf 
Tetwler them popular, but fomd degree of perfe~ r 
cution. . 1 

Thofe fine gentlemen who aflfeft the humour 
of railing at the clergy, are, I think, bound in 1 
honour to turn parfons themfelves, and fhew* 
us better examples. 

Miferable mortals ! Can we contribute to the, 
honour and -glory of XSod? I could wjfli that ex-* 
oreffion were ftruck out <jf our prayer-books. 

liberty 



. Liberty of conference, property fpeakkg, it 
no more than the liberty of pofleffing our owi 
thoughts and opinions, which <very man eqjoyi 
without fear of the magiftrate^ But how far he 
fhall publicly aft in purfuaace of thefe- opinions,, 
is to be regulated by the laws of the country. 
Perhaps, in my own thoughts., I prefer a well": 
inftituted commonwealth before a monarchy; 
and I know feveral others of the fame opinion. 
Now, if, upon this pretence, I fhould infift up* 
9& liberty of conference, form conventicles of 
republicans, and print books preferring that go« 
vernment, and -condemning what is eftablifhed,. 
the magiftrate would, with great juftice, hang, 
me, and my difciples. It is the fame cafe in 
religion, altho* not fo avowed, where liberty, 
of confidence, under the prefent acceptation, 
eqyally produces revolutions, or at Jeaft convuW 
{ions and difturbances an a ftate; : which polity 
cians would fee v^ell enough, if their eyes were 
not blinded by faction ; and of which thefe king- 
doms, as well as France, Sweden, and other 
countries, are flaming inftances. Cromwell's no* 
tion upon this article was natural and right: 
When, upon the furrender of a town in Ireland, 
the Popifh governor infilled upon an article for 
liberty of conference, Cromwell (aid, he . med- 
dled with no man's confeience $ but if, by liber- 
ty of confeience, the governor meant the liberty 
of the mafs, he had expreis -orders from the par- 
liament of England againft admitting any fuch 
liberty at all. 

I * It 
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ft is impoffible that any thing fo natural, fo 
steceflary, and fo universal as death, fhould ever 
have been deigned by providence as an evil to 
mankind. 

Although reafon were intended by providence 
to govern our paffions, yet it feems, that, in two 
points of the greateft moment to the being and 
continuance of the world, God hath intended 
our paffions to prevail over reafon. The firft is, 
the propagation of our fpedes, fince no wife man 
ever married from the dictates of reafon. The 
other is, the love of life, which* from the dic- 
tates of reafon, every man would defpifc, and 
wi(h it at an end, or that it never had a begin- 
ning. 
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' / F U R T JI E R, ' ' " ' 

THOUGHTS on RELIGION. 

THE Scripturc-fyftem of mattVri-eattoc, is 
what Chriftians are bound to beKe*e, and 
feems taefc agreeable *>f all other* tb probability 
and reafon. Adam #as formed from a piece of 
clay, arid Eve from dne of bis ribs. The text 
fcieationct-h nothing of his Maker's intending 
him for* except to rule over the beafts of. the 
field, and birds of the air. As to Eve, it doth 
not appear that her hufband was her monarch ; 
only (he was to be his help-meet, and placed in 
fome degree of fubje&ion. However, before his 
fall, the beads were his moft obedient fubjefts, 
, whom he governed by abfolute power. After 
his eating the forbidden fruit, the courfe of na- 
ture was changed, the animals began to rejedt his 
governrrietit 5. fome werkable to efcape by flight, 
and others were too fierce to be attacked. The 
Scripture mentioneth no particular afts of royal- 
ty in Adam over his pofterity who were cotem- 
porary with him, or of any monarch until after 
the flood i whereof the fir ft was Nimrod, the 
mighty hunter, who,, as Milton exprefleth it, 
made men, and not beafts, his prey. For men 
were eafier caught by promifes, and fubdued by 

the 
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the folly or treachery of their own fpecies : 
Whereas the brutes prevailed only by their cou- 
rage or ftrength, which, among them, are pe- 
culiar to certain kinds. Lions, bears, elephants, 
and feme othir aniiqpfe are ftrong on vacant, 
and their fpecies never degenerates in their na- 
tive foil, except they happen to be enflaved or 
deftroyed by human frau4 : But men degenerate 
every day, merely by the folly, the perferfd&els, 
the avarice, thf tyranny, the pride, the trcache* 
ry % or johwq>apity of their own kind. 
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PRAYER for STELLA. 



ALMIGHTY and moft gracious- LbrdGodr 
Extend, we befeech thee, thy pity and 
companion towards this thy hnguilhing fervant: 
Teach her -to place her hope and confidence ca» 
tirely in thee ; give her a true fenfe-of the cmpri- . 
nefs and vanity of ail earthly things i make her 
truly fenfible of alt the infirmities of her life paft* 
and grant to her fuch a true fincere repentance as 
is not to be repented of. Preferve her, O Lord I ia 
a found mind and underftanding, during this thy 
vifitation ; keep her from both the fad extremes 
of prefumption and defpair. If thou (halt pleaie 
to reftore her to her former health, give her 
grace to be ever mindful of that mercy, and to 
keep thdfe good refolutions fhe now makes in her 
ficknefe, fo that no length of time, nor profpe** 
rity, may entice her to forget them. Let no 
thought of her misfortunes diftraft her mind, 
and prevent the means towards her recovery, or 
difturb her in her preparations for a better life. 
We befeech thee alfo, O Lord f of thy infinite 
goodnefs, to remember the good actions of this 
thy fervant ; that the naked (he hath clothed, the 
hungry £hc hath fed, the fick and the fatherlefi 

whom 
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whom (he hath relieved, may be reckoned ac- 
cording to thy gracious promife, as if they had 
been done unto thee. Hearken, O Lord! to the 
prayers offered up by the friends of this thy fcr- 
vant in her behalf, and efperialfty thofe now made 
by us unto thee. Give thy bleffing to thofe en- 
deavours ufed for her recovery j but take from . 
her all violent defire, either of life or death, far- 
ther than with refignation to thy holy will. And 
now, O Lord ! we implore thy gracious favour 
towards us here met together \ grant that the 
fenie of this thy iervant's weaknefs may add 
ftrength to our faith ; that we, confidering the* 
infirmities of our nature, and the uncertainty 0f 
life, may, by this example, be drawn to repent- 
ance, before it ihall pleafe thee to vifit us in the 
like manner. Accept thefe prayers, we befeech 
Thee, for the fake of thy dear Son Jefus Chrift, 
our Lord ; who, with Thee, and the Holy 
Crhoft, liveth and reigneth ever one God, world 
without end. Amen* 
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A 

S E R M O K 

' —i 

1 Cok. iii. 19* 
The mnJSm of ihu world is fooliJBntfs tviii God* 

IT » remarkable^ that about die time of our 
Saviour^ coming into the world, all kind* 
of learning flourifhed to a very great degree, 
infpmucb that nothing is more frequent in. the 
months of many men, even fuch who pretend tt> 
read and to know, than ax* extravagant praifc aod 
opinion of the wifilora and virtue of the Gcntflfe 
fages of thofc days, and Mkewiie of thofe andent 
philofophers who went before them, whofe doc- 
trines- are left upon record, either by themfelve% 
or other writers. As far as this may be taken for 
granted, it may be fard, that the providence of 
God brought this about for feveral very wife ends* 
and purpofes. For it is certain, that thefe phir 
lofophers had been a long time before fearching 
out where to fix the true happinefs of man ; and 
not being able to agree upon any certainty about 
k, they could not poffibly but conclude, if they 

judged 
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judged but impartially, that all their enquiries 
were, in the end, but vain and fruitlelsj the 
confequence of which muft be not only an ao- 
knowkdgment of the wcaknefs of all human 
wifdom, but like wife an open paffitge hereby 
made, for the letting in thpfe beams of Hght, 
which the glorious fun-lhine of the gofpd then 
brought into the world, by revealing thole hid- 
den truths, whk;h they had lb long before been 
labouring to difcover, and fixing the genera) 
happinefs of mankind beyond all controverfy and 
difpute. And therefore the providence of God 
wifely fuflfered men of deep genius and learning 
then to wife, who lbwild fearch into the truth 
of the gofpd now made known, and canvafi it* 
doftrines with all the fubtiity and knowledge 
they, were matters of, and in the end freely ao 
knowledge that tp be the true wifita* ooly Whkb 
- cometh from abov<» James jij. 15^ t6> 17. 
' However, to make a further enquiry into the 
truth of this obfervatioB, I doubt net but there 
is rcafofc to think that a great many of thole en* 
comiums given to attient phHofophers, are takeb 
stpon troft, and by * fort Of meA who are not 
very likely tq be at the pains of an enquiry that 
would employ fo match time and .thinking. Fdr 
the Uiual ends why w*& aflfeft lWr hind 6f diP | 
courff, appear generally to be tkher out of 
tofifcntafctoo, that they may pals uponthe world for 
frtrfoas of great knowledge and obferrarion; Mf> 
•whatii* ^rorfc, , there are fomc who highly eaa|t 
,^ >y . . the 
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the wifdom of thofe Gentile iages, thereby cfe 
liqucly to glance at and traduce Divine Revela- 
tion, and more efpecially that of the Gofpel ; for 
theconfequence they would have us draw, is this: 
That, fince thofe antient philofophers rofe to a 
greater pitch of wifdom and virtue than was ever 
known among Chriftians, and all this purely 
upon the ftrength of their own reafqn and liberty 
of thinking, therefore it muft follow, that cither 
all Revelation is felfe, or, what is worfe, that it 
has depraved the nature of man, and left him 
worfe than it found him. 

But this high opinion of Heathen wifdom is 
not very antient in the world, nor at all coun- 
tenanced from primitive times : Our Saviour had 
but a low efteem of it, as appears by his treat* 
ment of the Pharifees and Sadducees, who fol- 
lowed the doftrines of Plato and Epicurus. St 
Paul like wife, who was well verfed in all the 
Grecian literature, feems very much to defpife 
their philofophy, as we find in his writings* 
cautioning the Coloffians to beware left any man 
fpoil diem through philofophy and vain deceit; 
And, in another place, he advifes Timothy to 
avoid prophane and vain babblings, and oppofi- 
tions of fcience, falfely fo called ; that is, not to 
introduce into the Ghriftian do&rine the jang- 
lings of thofe vain philofophers, which they 
would pals upon the world for fcience* And 
the reafons he gives are, firft, That thofe who 
profefled them> did err concerning the faith : 

Secondly 
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Secondly, Becaufe die knowledge of diem did 
encreafe ungodlinefs, vain babblings being other* 
ways expounded vanities, or empty founds ; that 
is, tedious difputes about words, which the phi* 
lofophers were always fo full of, and whkh were 
the natural produft of difputes and diflentions 
between feveral fcfts. 

Neither had the primitive fathers any great or 
good opinion of the Heathen philoibphy, as it is 
manifcft from feveral pafiages in their writings : 
So that this vein of afFelting to raife the reputa- 
tion of' thole fages fo high, is a mode and a vice 
but of yefterday, aflumed chiefly, as I have faid, 
to disparage revealed knowledge, and the confer 
quenccs of it among us. 

Now, becaufe this is a prejudice which may 
prevail with fbme perfbns, fo far as to leflcn the 
influence of the gofpel ; and whereas therefore 
this is an opinion whkh men pf education are 
like to be Encountered with, when they have 
produced themfidves into the world : I fhall en* 
deavour to fhew that their preference of Heathen 
wifdom and virtue, before that of the Ghriftian, 
is every way unjuft, and grounded upon igdo- 
ranee or miftake : In order to which I fhall con* 
fider four things. ' 
'• .Firft, I fhall produce certain points, wherein 
the wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofo- 
phy in general, fell fhort, and was very imper* 

Secondly, I fhaV fhew, in feveral influxes, > 
whfirc fbme of the mpft renowned philofophers 

have 
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hare been grofsly defective in their lelbro of wA ^ 
rality. «d 
Thirdly, I fhall prove the perfection of Quv jag 
ftikn wifdom, frota the proper characters apd co 
marks of it. be 
. LafUy, I fhall fhew that the great tfxanpks of | ci 
wifdom and virtue among the Heathen wife men* 'ri 
were produced by pcrfonal merit, and not in- * 
fiuenced by the do&rine of any fed ; whereas, v 
in Chriftianity, it is quite the contrary. 



/ First, I fhall produce certain point* whereb 
thetwifitorn and virtue of all uqrevealed philofo* 
phy in general fell fhort, and was very knpdrfcf h 
My defign is to perfuade men* that Chriftian 
philofophy is in all things preferable to Heathen 
wifdom ; from which, or its profefibrs, I fhatj 
however have no occafien to detraft. They 
were as wife and as good as it was poffiUe far 
them under fuch disadvantages, and would have 
probably been infinitely more with fuch aids u 
we enjoy : But our lefibns are certainly much 
bettor, however our practices may fell fhort. 

The firft point I fhall mention, was that un»» 
serial defeft which was in all their fchemes, that 
they could not agree about their chief good, or 
wherein to place the happinefs of mankind j nor 
had any of them * tolerable anfwer upon this 
difficulty, to fatisfy a reafonable perfon. Foi> 
to fay, as the moft plaufible of them did, that 
happinefi confifted in virtue, was but vain bab* 
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fting* and a mere found of words, to amufi 
others and themfelves : Bccaufc they were, noc 
agreed what this virtue was, or wherein it dad 
confift ; and iikewife, becaufe feveral among the 
beft of them taught quite different things* pla- 
cing happineis in health or good fortune, in 
riches or in honour, where all were agreed that 
virtue was not, as I ihall have qccafion to (Hew 
when If peak of their particular teaea. 1 ■ > 

. The fecond -great defee* in the C&itile<phllofe-- 
phy was, that tt wanted fome fukabte ri-Ward 
proportioned to the better part of man, hit 
mind, as an encouragement for his progress in 
virtue. The difficulties they met wkh upon the 
fcore of this default were great, and not to be 
accounted for : Bodily goods being only fuitabte 
to bodily wants, are no reft at aH for the mind ; 
•and, if they were, yet are they not the proper 
fruits of wifdom and virtue, being equally at- 
tainable by the ignorant and wicked. Now, hu- 
man nature is fo conftituted, that' we can never 
purine any thing heartily , but upon hopes of a 
reward. If we run a race, it is in expectation 

a prize, and the greater the prize the falter 
we run ; for an incorruptible crown, if we un- 
4erftand it, and believe it to be fuch, more than 
.a corruptible one. But ibme of the philofopher* 
gave all this quite another turn, and pretended 

refine fo far, as to call virtue its own reward, 
- and worthy to be followed only for itfelf : Where* 
,as, if there be any thing in this more than the 

- found 



found of the words, it is at leaft too lbftrafiot 
to become an univerfal influencing principle ia 
the world, and therefore could not be of general* 
ufe. 

It was the want of affigning fome happtnels, 
proportioned to the foul of man, that canfed 
many of them, either -on one hand, to be four 
and morofe, fupcrcilious and untreatabk; or, 
on the other, to fall into the vulgar purfuits of 
• common men, to hunt after greatnefs and riches* 
to make their court, and to ferve occafions ; as 
Plato did to the younger Dionyfius, and Arifto- 
tie to Alexander the Great. So impoffiWe is it 
for a man. who looks no further than the pre* 
lent world, to fix himfelf long in a contempla- 
tion where the prefent world has no part : He 
h?s no fure hold, no firm footing * he can net er 
expect to remove the earth he refts upon, while 
he has no fupport befide for his feet, but wants, 
like Archimedes, fome other place whereon to 
ftand. To talk of bearing pain and grief, with- 
out any fort of prefent or future hope, cannot 
be purely greatnefs of fpirit \ there muft be a mn&- 
ture in it of affe&ation, and an allay of pride* 
or perhaps is wholly counterfeit. 

It is true there has been all along in the world, 
a notion of rewards and punifhments in another 
life; but it feems to have rather ferved as «n en- 
tertainment to poets, or as a terror of children, 
than a fettled principle, by which men pretended 
to govern any of their a&ions. The laft «ele- 
i hated 
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ferated werds of Socrates, a little before hid 
death, do not ieem to reckon or build much up- 
on any fuch opinion 4 and Caefar made no fcru- 
ple to difown it, and ridicule k in open (enate. 

Thirdly, The greateft and wifeft of all their 
philofophers, were never able to give any fatif- 
faftion, to others and themfelves, in their no* 
lions of a Deity. They were often extremely 
grofs and abford in their conceptions ; and thofe 
who made the faireft conje&ures, are fuch as 
were generally allowed by the learned to have 
feen the fyftem of Mofes, if I may fo call it, who 
was in great reputation at that time in the Hea- 
then world, as we find by Diodorus, Juftra, 
Longinus, and other authors : For the reft, the . 
wifeft among them laid afide all notions after a 
Deity, as a difquifition vain and frukleft, which 
hideed it was, upon unrepealed principles $ and 
thofe who ventured to engage too far, fell into 
incoherence and confufion. 

Fourthly, Thofe among them who had the 
jufteft conceptions of a Divine power, and did 
alfo admit a Providence, had no notion at all of 
entirely relying and depending upon either ; they 
trufted in themfelves for all thiqgs : But, as for 
a truft or dependence upon God, they would 
Hot have underftood the phrafe ; it made no 
part of the prophane ftyle. 

Therefore it was, that, in all iflues and events, 
which they could not reconcile to their own fen- 
timents of reafon and juftice, they were quite 
Vox.* XL A a difcoa- 



difconce rtcd : They had no retreat ; but, npon 
every blow of adverfe fortune, either affected to 
be indifferent, or grow fuiien and fevere, or elfe 
yielded and funk like other men. 

Hating now produced certain points, where- 
in the wifdom and virtue of all unreveajed phi- 
lofophy fell fhort, and was very imperfect ; I go 
on, in the fecond place, to (hew, In feveral inftan- 
ces, where fome of the moft renowned philofo- 
phers have been grofsly defective in their leflbns 
of morality. 

Thales, the founder of the Ionic feet, fo cele- 
brated for morality, being afked how a man 
might bear ill fortune with greateft eafe, anfwer- 
cd, " By feeing his enemies in a worfe condi- 
€t tion. M An anfwer truly barbarous, unworthy 
tof human nature, and which included fuch con- 
fluences as muft deftroy all focietyrfrom the 
world. 

Solon lamenting the death of a fon, one told 
him, " You lament in vain : v " Therefore (faid 
he) I lament, becaufe it is in vain." This was a 
plain confeilion how imperfect all his philofophy 
was, and that fdmething was ftill wanting. He 
owned, that all his wifdom and morals were ufe- 
lefs, and this upon one of the moft frequent ac- 
cidents in life. How much better could he have 
learned to fupport himfelf even from David, by 
his entire dependence upon God ; and that be- 
fore our Saviour had advanced the notions of 

religion 
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religion to the height and perfection wherewith 
he hath intruded his difciples ? Plato himfelf, 
with all his refinements, placed happinefs in wis- 
dom, health, good fortune, honour, and riches ; 
and held, that they who enjoy all thefe, were 
perfectly happy : Which opinion was indeed un* 
worthy its owner, leaving the wife and the good 
man wholly at the mercy of uncertain chance, 
ind to be miferable without refource. 

His fcholar, Ariftotle, fell more grofsly into 
the fame notion ; and plainly affirmed, That vir- 
tue, without the goods of fortune, was not fuffi- 
cient for happinefs ; but that a wife man muft be: 
miferable in poverty and ficknefs. Nay, Diogc* 
nes himfelf, from whole pride and Angularity " 
pne would have looked for other notions, deli- 
vered it as his opinion j That a poor old man was 
the moft miferable thing in life. 

Zeno alfo, and his followers, fell into many* 
ahfurdities ; among which nothing could be great- 
er, than that of maintaining all crimes to be equal, 
which, inftead of making vice hateful, rendered- 
it as a thing indifferent and familiar to all men. 

Laftly,' Epicurus had no notion of juftice, but 
as it was profitable ; and his placing happinefs in 
pleafure, with all the advantages he could ex- 
pound it by, was liable to very great exception : 
For, although he taught that pleafure did con- 
lift in virtue, yet he did not any way fix or afcer- 
tain the boundaries of virtue, as he ought to 
have done \ by which means be milled his follow- 
A a a crs 
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en into the greateft vices, mating their names 
to become odious and fcandalous, even fit the 
Heathen world. 

I have produced tfaefe few inftances from a 
great many others, to fhew the imperfection of 
'Heathen philofophy, wherein I have confined 
xnyfelf wholly to their morality. And fordy we 
may pronounce upon it, ih the words of St James, 
That this wifdom defcended not from above % but. was 
earthly and fenfual. What if I had produced their 
abfurd notions about God and the foul ? It would 
then have completed the character given it by thyt 
Apoftle, and appeared to have been devililh too. 
But it is eafy to obferve, from the nature of theft 
few particulars, that their defe&s in morals wcrt 
purely the flagging and fainting of the mind, for 
want of a fupport by revelation from God. 

I proceed, therefore, in the third place, to 
{hew the perfection of Chriftian wifdom from 
above ; and I fhall endeavour to make it appear, 
from thofe proper characters and marks of it by 
the Apoftle before mentioned, in the third chap- 
ter, and 15th, 1 6th, and 17th verfes. 

The words run thus : 

This wifdom defcendeth not from above; but is 
earthly, fenjual, devilijh. 

For where envying and Jtrife is, there is confu- 
Jton, and every evil work. 

But the wifdom that is from above, is jirfi pure • 
then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be entreated ; fiM 



rf mere j and good fruits^ without partiality > 9 antf 
without hypocrify. 

The ivifdom from above is Jirft pure. This' pu- 
rity of the mind and fpirit is peculiar to the' 
Gofpel. Our Saviour fays, Bltffed are the pure in 
heart, for they pall fee God. A mind free from 
all pollution of lufts, (hall have a daily vifion of 
God, whereof unrevealed religion can^ form nor 
notion. This is it which keeps us unfpottedfroirr 
the world ; and hereby many have been prevailed 
lipon to live. in the practice of all purity, holinefs, 
and righteoufnefs, far beyond the examples off 
r!fc moft celebrated philofophers. 

It is peaceable > gentle , and' eafy to be entreated** 
The Chriftian doftrine teachcth us all thofc dif-* 
pofitions that make us affable and' courteous, 
gentle and kind, without any morofe leaven- of 
pride or vanity^ which entered into the compa- 
fition of moft Heathen fchemes: So we- are 
taught to be meek and lowly. Gur Saviour's' 
kft legacy, was peace*; and' he commands us to* 
forgive our offending brother unto feveaty times* 
feven. Chriftian wifdom is full of mercy and 
good works-, teaching the height of all moral 
virtue*, of which the Heathens fall infinitely : 
fhbrt. Plato indeed (and it is worth obfenring) ' 
has fomewhere a dialogue, or part of one, about' 
forgiving our enemas, which was perhaps the 
higheft drain ever reached by man* without Di- 
vine affiftance ; yet how little is that to what our : 
Saviour commands us- ? To love them that hate us # 
A - a 2u fa 
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to blefs them that curfe us ; artd do good to them that 
defpitefully ufe us. 

Chriftian wifdom is without partiality. It is 
not calculated for this or that nation or people* 
but the whole race of mankind: Not to the 
philofophical fchemes, which were narrow and 
confined, adapted to their peculiar towns, go- 
vernments, or fe&s j but, in every nation, he 
that feareth God, and worketh righteoufnefs, is 
accepted with him. 

Laftly* It is without hypocrify. It appears to be 
what it really is \ it is all of a piece. By the doc- 
trines of the Gofpel we are fo far from being al- 
lowed to publifh to the world thofe virtues we 
have not, that we are commanded to hide,. even 
from ourfelves, thofe we really have, and not 
to let our right hand know what our left hand 
does : unlike ieveral branches of the Heathen 
wifdom, which pretended to teach infenfibility 
and indifference, magnanimity and contempt of 
life, while, at the fame time, in other parts it 
belied its own doctrines. 

I come now, in the laft place, to fhew that 
the great examples of wifdom and virtue among 
the Grecian fages, were produced by perfonai 
merit, and not influenced by the do&rine of any 
particular feet; whereas* in Chriftianity, it i* 
quite the contrary 

The two virtues moft celebrated by antieht 
moralifts, were fortitude and tempe&ance, as re- 
lating 
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lating to the government of man in his private 
capacity, to which their fchemes were generally 
addrefled and confined $ and the two inftances 
wherein thofe virtues arrived at the greateft 
height, were Socrates and Cato. But neither 
thofe, nor any other virtues poflcflcd by theft 
two, were at all owing to any lefibns or do&rines 
of a fett. For Socrates himfelf was of none at 
all; and although Cato was called a Stoick, it 
.was more from a refemblance of manners in his 
worft qualities, than that he avowed himfelf one 
of their difciples. The fame may be affirmed of 
miny other great men of antiquity. Froift 
whence I infer, that thofe who were renowned 
for virtue among them, were more obliged to 
the good natural difpofitions of their own mindsv 
than to the do&rines of any felt they pretended 
to follow. 

On the other fide, As the examples of for- 
titude and patience among the primitive Chri- 
ftians, have been infinitely greater and more 
numerous, fo they were altogether the produfy 
of their principles and do&rine ; and were fuch 
as the fame perfons, without thofe aids, would 
never have arrived to. Of this truth moil of 
the Apoftles, with many thoufand martyrs, are 
a cloud of witnefles beyond exception. Having 
therefore fpoken fo largely upon the former 
heads, I fhall dwell no longer upon this. 
. And, if it fhould here be obje&ed, Why doe* 
not Chriftianity ftili produce the fame effects ? i% 
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is eafy to anfwer, firft, That although the num* 
her of pretended Chriftians be great, yet that of 
true believers, in proportion to- the other, was 
never fo fmall % and it is a true lively faith alone; 
that, by the affiftance of God's grace, can influ- 
ence our praftice. 

Secondly, we may anfwer, That Chriffianity 
itfdf has very much fuffered, by being blended up 
with Gentile philofophy. The Platonic fyftenr, 
firft taken into religion, was thought to have given*' 
matter for fome early herefies its the church; 
When difputes began to arife, the Peripatetic 
forms were introduced by Scotus, as beft fitted 1 
for controverfy. And however this may novr 
have become neceflary, it Was furery the author 
of a litigious vein, which has fince Occafioned* 
very pernicious confequences, ftuptthe progrefs 
of Chriftianity, and been a great promoter of 
vice, verifying that fentence given by St James, 
and mentioned before, Where envying and ftrifi 
is, there is confufion and every evil work. This 
was the fatal ftop to the Grecians, in their pro* 
grefi both of arts and arms : Their wife mert 
were divided under feveral fefts, and their go* 
vernments under feveral commonwealths, all in 
oppofition to each other ; which engaged them 
in eternal quarrels among themfelves, while they 
ihould have been armed againft the common 
enemy. And I wifti we had no other example* 
from the like caufes, lefs foreign or antient than 
that.. Diogenes, faid Socrates, was a madman? 

th* 
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the difciples of Zeno and Epicurus, nay of Plato 
and Ariftotle. were engaged in fierce difputes 
about the moft infignificant trifles. And, if this 
be the prefent language and practice among us 
Chriftians, no worfacr that Chriftianity does not 
ftill produce the jame efledts which it did at firft, 
when St was received and embraced in its utmoft 
purity and perfection. For fuch a wifdom as 
this cannot defcend from above, but mnft be earth- 
ly, fenfual, devili/b ; full of confufion, and every evil 
work : Whereas we wifdom from above, is firfl 
pure i then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be entreated; 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiaMty, 
and without bypocrify. This is the true heavenly 
wifdom, which Chriftianity only can boaft of, 
and which the greateft of the Heathen wife men 
could never arrive at. 

j * 

4. 

Now to God the Father, feV. &c. 
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■fc. 

TO Hit ORACl 

WILLIAM, 

LORD ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN, be. 

The Humble Repr£ $bn* AtioW af^ife 
Cle roy of the City of Dublin. 

to* Lofea, Jam. 1724. 

YOUR Grace having been plea fed to 
municate td us a certain brief* bf letters* 
patents, for the relief of one Charles M'Carthy, 
whofe houfe in College-green, Dublin, was burnt 
by an accidental fire ; and having defired us to 
confider of the laid brief, and give Cut opinion 
thereof to your Grace : 

We the clergy of the City of Dublin, in com- 
pliance with your Grace's defire, and with great 
acknowledgments for your paternal tendernefs 
towards us* having maturely confidered the faid 
brief by letters-patents, compared the feveral 
parts of it with what is enjoined us by the rubric, 
(which is confirmed by aft of parliament) and 
confulted perfons Ikilled in the laws of the 
church ; do, in'the names of ourfelves, and of 
the reft of our brethren, the clergy of the diocefe 
of Dublin, moft humbly reprefent to your Grace, 

Firft t 
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Firfi, That, by this brief, your Grace is re- 
quired sftd commanded, to recommend and com- 
mand all the parfons, vicars, &c. to advance fo 
great an aft of charity. 

We ihall not prefume to determine how far 
your Grace may be commanded by the faid 
brief : But we humbly conceive, that the clergy 
of your diocefe cannot, by any law now in being* 
be commanded by your Grace to advance the 
faid aft of charity, any other ways than by read- 
ing the faid brief in our feveral churches, as pre- 
fcribed by the rubric. 

Secondly, Whereas U is faid in the faid brief, 
that the parfons, vicars, upon the firft Lord's 
day, or opportunity after the receipt of the co- 
py of the faid brief, fhall, deliberately and affec- 
tionately, publifh and declare the tenor thereof 
to his MajeftyV fubjefts j and sarneftly perfuade, 
exhort, and ftir them up to contribute freely 
and chearfully towards the relief of the faid fuf- 
ferer. 

We do not comprehend what is meant by the 
word opportunity. We never do preach upon 
any day except the Lord's day, or fome folemn 
days legally appointed ; neither is it poffible for 
the ftrongeft coriftitution among us, to obey this 
command (which includes no leis than a whole 
fermon) upon any other opportunity, than when 
our people are met together in the church 5 and 
to perform this work in every houfe where the 
pariflies are very populous, confifting fomctimes 

here 
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here in town of 900 or 1000 houfes, would take 
up the fpace of a year, although w#tfhould 
preach in two families every day ; and almoft as 
much time in the country, where the parifhes 
are of large extent, the roads bad, and the peo- 
ple too poor to receive us, and give charity at 
once. 

But, if it be meant that thefe exhortations are 
'commanded to be made in the church, upon 
the Lord's day, we are humbly of opinion, That 
it is left to the difcretion of the clergy, to chufe 
what fubje&s they think mod proper to preach 
on, and at what times ; and, if they preach' ei- 
ther falfe doftrinc, or feditious principles, the; 
are liable to be puniihed. 

It may poffibly happen, that the lufFerer recom- 
# mended may be a perfon not deferving the fa- 
vour intended by the brief} in which cafe no 
minifter, who knows ihe fuffercr to be an un- 
deferving perfon, can, with a fafe confcience, 
deliberately and affectionately publifh the brief .; 
much lefs earneftly perfuade, exhort, and ftir up 
the people to contribute freely and chearfully to- 
wards the relief of fuch a'fiifferer *. 

Thirdly, Whereas in the faid brief the mini* 
fters and curates are required, on the week-days 
next after the Lord's day when the brief was 
read, to go from houfe to houfe, with their 
1 . churcti- 

* This McCarthy's houfe was burnt in the month of Auguft 
17*3 ; and the univcrfal opinion of mankind was, that Mac- 
Cartby himfclf was the pctfoa who had fet fire to the houfe. 
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*ln*rch-wardens, to aik and receive from all per- 
fons the faid charity. We cannot but obferve 
here, that the faid minifters are directly made 
collectors of the faid charity, in conjunction with 
the church-wardens; which, however, we pre- 
fume, was not intended, as being againft all law 
and precedent : And therefore, we apprehend, 
there may be fome inconfiftency, which leaves 
us at a lofs how to proceed. For, in the next 
paragraph, the minifters and curates are only, re- 
quired, where they conveniently, can, to accom- 
pany the church-wardens, or procure fome others , 
of the chief inhabitants, to do the fame. And, 
in the following paragraph, the whole work 
feems left entirely to the church-wardens, who 
are required to ufe their utmoft diligence to ga- 
ther and collect the faid charity, and to pay the* 
fame in ten days after, to the parfon, vicar, &c. 

In anfwer to this, we do reprefent to your 
Grace our humble opinion, That neither we, nor 
our church- wardens, can be legally commanded 
or required to go from houfe to houfe to receive 
the faid -charity ; becaufe your Grace hath in- 
formed us in your order, at your vtfitation An* 
Dom. 1,712, that neither we, nor our church- 
wardens, are bound to make anyxolleftion fof 
the poor, fave in the church ; which alfo ap- 
pears plainly by the rubric, that appoints botK 
time and place, as your Grace hath ©bferved in 
your faid order. 

We do likewife allure jour Grace, that it is 
not in our power to procure fome of the chief 
Vol. XI* B b inhabitants 
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inhabitants of our pariflies, to accompany the 
church-wardens from houfe to houfe in thefe 
collections : And we have reafon to believe, 
that fuch a propofal, made to our chief inhabi- 
tants (particularly in this city, where cur cljief 
inhabitants arc often Peers of the land) would be 
received in a manner very little to our own fk- 
tisfaftion, or to the advantage of the faid collec- 
tions. 

Fourthly, The brief doth will, require, and 
command the bifhops, and all other dignitaries 
of the church, that they make their contribu- 
tions diftinftly, to be returned in the feveral pro- 
vinces to the feveral archbtfhops of the fame: 

Upon which we take leave to obferve, that 
the terms of expreffion here, are of the ftrongeft 
kind, and in a point that may fubjeft the faid 
dignitaries (for we fhali fay nothing of the bi-' 
fhops) to great inconveniencies. 

The faid dignitaries are here willed, required, 
and commanded to make their contributions di- 
ftinftly ; by which it fhould feem that they are 
abfolutely commanded to make contributions (for 
the word diftinftly is but a circumftance), and 
ihay be underftood not very agreeable to a vo- 
luntary, chearrul, contribution. And therefore, 
if^any bifhop or dignitary fhould refufe to make 
his contribution, (perhaps for very good reafons) 
he may be thought to' incur the crime-of difobe- 
diei\ce to his Majefty, which all good fubjcfts 
abhor, when fuch a command is according to 
"jaw. 

Mod 



Moil dignities of this kingdom confift only of 
parochial tythes, and the dignitaries are mini- 
fters of parishes. A doubt may therefore arife, 
whether the faid dignitaries are willed, (required, 
and commanded, to' make their contributions in 
both capacities, diftin&ly as dignitaries, and joint* 
ly as paribus or vicars. 

Many dignities in this kingdom are thepooreft 
kind of benefices : 9 and it ihould feem hard to 
put poor dignitaries under the neceffity, either of 
making greater contributions than they can af- 
ford, or of expofing themfelves to the cenfure 
of wanting charity, by making their contribu- 
tions public. 

Our Saviour commands us, in works of cha- 
rity, to let not our left hand know 'what our right: 
band doeth ; which cannot well confift with our 
being willed, required, and commanded by any 
earthly power, where no law is prefcribed, to 
.publifli our charity to the world, if we have a 
mind to conceal k. # 

Fifthly Whereas it is faid in the faid brief, 
That the parjbn* vicar, t*fc. of every parifh, (hall, 
in fix days after the receipt of the faid charity, 

.return it to his refpeftive chancellor, tsV. This, 

r cnay be a great grievance, hazard, and expencc 
to the faid parfon, in remote and defolate parts 

, of the country, where often an honeft mefTenger 
(if fuch a one can be got) muft be Jbired to travel 
forty or fifty miles going and coming j which will 
probably coft more than die value of the contri- 
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button he carries with him. And this charge, 
if briefs fhould happen to be frequent, would 
be enough to undo many a poor clergyman in 
the kingdom. 

Sixthly, We obferve fn the faid brief, that the 
provoft and fellows of the univerfity, judges, of- 
ficers of the courts, and profeffors of laws com- 
mon and civil, are neither willed,, required, nor 
commanded to make their contributions ; but 
that fo good a work is only recommended' to 
them. Whereas we conceive, that all hfe Ma- 
jefty's fubjecls are equally obliged, with' or with- 
out his Majefty's commands, to promote works 
of charity according to their power; and that 
the clergy, in their eccfefiaftical capacity, are on- 
ly liable to fuch commands as the rubric, or any 
other law fhalT enjoin, being born to the fame 
privileges of freedom with the reft of his Maje- 
fty's fubjefts* 

We cannot but obferve to your Grace,, that In 
the Englifh act of the fourth year of Queen 
Anne, for the better collecting charity-money on 
briers by letters- patent, CsV. the minifters are 
obliged only to read the briefs in their churches, 
without any particular exhortations ; neither are 
they commanded to go from houfe to boiife with 
the church-wardens, nor to fend the money coU 
lefted to their refpeftive chancellors, but to pay 
it to the undertaker or agent of the fufferer : So 
that, we humbly hope, the clergy of this king- 
dom fhall not, without any law in being, be put 

to 
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to greater hardmips in this cafe than their bre- 
thren in England, where the legiflature, intending 
to prevent the abufes in collecting charity-money 
on briefs, did not think fit to put the clergy un- 
- der any of thofe difficulties we now complain ot r 
in the prefent brief by ietters-patentv for the re-- 
lief of Charles M'Carthy aforefaid. 

The "colleftions upon the Lord's day are the* 
principal rapport of our own numerous poor in* 
our feveral pariflies ; and therefore every fingle 
brief, with the benefit of a full collection over 
the whole kingdom, muft deprive feveral thou- 
iands of poor of their weekly maintenance, for 
the fake only of one perfonj who often becomes 
a fuflerer by his own fedly or negligence, and is-., 
fore to overvalue his lofles double or treble :*So» 
that, if this precedent be followed, as it certain- 
ly will if the prefent brief fhouid fucceed, we 
may probably have a new brief every week; and 
thus, for the advantage of fifty-two perfons,, 
whereof not one in ten is deferving, and for the 
intereft of a dozen dextrous clerks and fecreta— 
pies, the whole poor in, the kingdom will be 
likely to ftarve^ 

We are credibly informed > that neither the of- 
ficers of the Lord Primate, in preparing the re- 
port of his Grace's opinion* nor thofe of the 
great feal, in- pafEng the patent for briefs, will- 
remit any* of their fees* both which do amount 
to a corifiderable fum : And thus the good inten- 
tions of welUdifpofed people are in a great mea- 
fiare difappointed, a large' part of their charity 
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being anticipated, and alienated by fees and gra- 
tuities. 

Lafily y We cannot but reprefent to your Grace 
our great concern and grief, to fee the pains and 
labour of our church-wardens fo much encreaf- 
ed, by the injunctions and commands put upon 
them in this brief, to the great difadvantage of 
the clergy and the people, as well as tp their own: 
trouble, damage, and lofs of time $ to which 
great additions have been already made, by laws 
appointing them to collect the taxes for the watch 
and the podr-houfe, which they bear with great 
unwillingnefs ; and if they fhall find themfelves 
further laden with fuch briefs as this of M'Car- 
thy, it will prove fo great a difcouragement, that 
we (hall never be able to provide honeft and fuf- 
ficient perfons for that weighty office of church- 
warden, fo neceffary to the laity, as well as the 
clergy, in all things that relate to the order and 
regulations of parifhes. 

Upon all theie confederations, we humbly hope 
that your Grace, of whofe fatherly cave, vigi- 
lance, and tendernefs, we have had fo many and 
great inftances, will reprefent our cafe to his Moft 
Excellent Majefty, Or to the Chief Governor in 
this kingdom, in fuch a manner, that we may be 
neither under the neceffity of declining his Ma- 
jefty's command in his Idtters-patent, or of tak- 
ing new 3nd grievous burthens upon ourfelves 
and our church-wardens, to which neither the 
rubric, nor any other law in force, oblige us to- 
fubmiu 
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AN 

ANSWER to BICKERSTAFF. 

Some Reflections upon Mr BickcrftaffV 
; Predi£lions for the yea* 1708 *% 

By a Person of Quality. 

I Ha vfc hot bbferved, for fcftie years paft, anj- 
infignificant paper to have foade more noife > 
; or be more greedily bought, than "that of thefe 
'predictions. They are the wonder of the com- 
mon people, an amufement for the better fort* 
^hnd a jeft only to tlie wife ; yfet, among thefe 
*3aft, I have heafrd fotae very nttich in doubt, 
Whether ! the author meant to derive 1 others, oris* 
^deceived himfeif. Whoever he was, he feetas to 
'have with .great art ^djufted^is paper, bodi 10 
^pteafe tihe rabble, and k> entertain perfcrasiof con- 
dition. The writer is, wfchout^queftkm, a gei*. 
'tteman of wit and learning, although the pietie 
*feems haftily written in a fudden frolic, wi&h ithe 
*»fc6mful thought csf the pleasure he will have, in 
'"putting' this great town into a wohderment about 
nothing : Nor do I doubt* but he,, and his friends 

in 
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in the fecret, laugh often and plentifully la 2 
corner! to refleft how many hundred thouland 
fools they have already made* And he has then* 
faft for fome time : For fo they are like to con- 
tinue, until his prophecies begiir to fail in the 
events. Nay it is a great queftion, whether the 
mifcarriage of the two or three firft will fo en- 
tirely undeceive people, as to hinder then* from 
expedting,the accorapiifhing of the reft. I doubt 
not but fome thouiands of thefe papers are care- 
fully preferved by as many perfons, to confront 
with the events, and try whether the aftroteger 
exaftly keeps the day and the hour. And thefe 
1 take to be Mr BickerAafFs choiceft cullies, for 
whofe fake chiefly he wrk his amufement. Mean- 
while he has feven weeks good, during which 
time the world is to be kept in-fufpenfe ^ for it is 
fo long before the almanack-maker is to, die, 
which is the firft prediction : And, if that fellow 
happens to be a fplenetic vifionary fop, er has^ 
any faith in his own art, the prophecy may 
punctually come to paf* by very natural means 
as a gentleman of my acquaintance, who was* 
HI ufed by a. mercer in town, writ him a letter in 
an unknown hand, to give him notice that care 
had been taken to convey a flow poifon into his 
drink, which would infallibly kill him. in a 
month; after which the man began in earaeft 
to languifli and decay, by the mere ftrength of 
imagination, and would certainly have died, if 
care had not been. taken to undeceive him before 

thcL 
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the jeft went too far. The like effect upon Par- 
' tridge would wonderfully raife ' Mr Bickerftaff's 
•reputation for a fortnight longer, until we could 
hear from France,' whether the Cardinal de No- 
ailles were dead or alive upon the fourth of April, 
which is the fecond of his predictions. 

For a- piece fo carelefsly written, the obferva- 
tibns upon aftrology are reafonable and pertinent, 
'the remarks juft ; and, as the paper is partly de- 
ligned, in my opinion, for a fatire upon the cre- 
dulity of the vulgar j and that jdle itch of peep- 
ing into futurities, fo it is no more than what 
we all of us . deferve. And, fince we muft be. 
teazed with perpetual hawkers of f range and 
nvonderful things, I am glad to fee a man of fenfe 
find leifure and humour to take up the trade 
for his and our diverfion. To fpeak in the town 
phrafe, it is a bite; he has fully had his 'jeft, and 
niay be fatisfied. 

I very much approve the ferious air he gives 
himfelf in his introduction and cbnclufion, whkh 
■ has gone far to give forhe people of no mean 
rank an opinion that the author believes himfelf. 
- He' tells us, " He places the whole credit of his 

art on the truth of thefe predictions, and will 

be content to be hooted by Partridge and the 
" reft for a cheat^ if he fails in any one parti- 
* c cular with feveral other drains of the fame 
kinil, wherein I perfectly believe him ; and that 
he is very indifferent whether Ifaac Btckerjiaff 
be a mark of infamy or not. But it feems, altho* 

he 
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he -has joined an odd firname to no very com- 
mon Chriftian one, that, in this large town, 
there is a man found to own both the* names; 
-although, I believe, not the paper. 

I believe it is no fmall mortification to this 
gentleman aftrologer, as well as his bookietter, 
.to find their piece, which they fent out in a 
tolerable print and paper, immediately feiaed on 
by three or four interloping printers of Grub* 
ilreet, the title ftuffed with an abftraft of the 
whole matter, together with the ftandard epithets 
of Jlrange and wonderful^ the price brought down 
a full half, which was but a penny in its prime, 
and bawled about by hawkers of the inferior clafs, 
with the concluding cadence of A hdbffennj 4 
piece. But> Sic cecidk Phaeton : And, to comfort 
him a litde, this production of mine will hove the 
fame fate : To-morrow will my ears be grated ty 
the little boys and wenches in Jiravs hats> apd I 
jntift an hundred times undergo the mortification 
to have my own work offered me to &le .at *n 
;tinder-value. Then, which is a great deal worft, 
my acquaintance in the cofFee-houfe will aflc me 
whether I have feen the anfwer to 'Squire Bicker- 
ftafFs predictions, and whether I know the pup- 
fly tfhat writ it : And how to keep a man's coun- 
tenance, in ftich a juncture, is no eafy point of 
copdu&. When, in this cafe, you fee a mm 
fliy either infpraifing or condemning,, ready tt> 
turn off the difcourle to another (ubje£t, ftand- 
iofg as little iq the light as he can, to hide his 
i_ bluflung 
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bfufhmg, pretending to fneeze or take fnuff, or 
go off as if ludden bufinefs called him ; then ply 
hfm dofe, obferve his looks narrowly, fee whether 
his fpeech beconftrained or affeftedj then charge 
him fuddenly, or whifper and finite, and . you 
will foon difcovfcr whether he be guilty; Al- 
though this fcem not to the purpofe I am difi- 
courfing on, yet I think it to be fo; for I am 
much deceived if I do not know the true author 
of BickerftafFs Predi&ions, and did not meet 
with him fome days ago in a coffee-houfe at 
Co vent-Garden. 

4 As to the matter of the Prediftions themfeivesr, 
I {hall not enter upon the examination of them ; 
bat think it very incumbent upon the learned 
Mr Partridge, to take them into his confideration, 
and lay as many errors in aftrology as poffible to 
Mr BickerftafPs account. He may juftiy, I 
tfi&ik, challenge the 'Squire to publifli the cal- 
4$ftation he has made of Partridge's tiativity,* by 
tfce credit of which he fo determinately pronoun^ 
ccs the time and the manner of his death ; and 
Mr BickerftafF can do no kfs in honour, than 
give Mr Partridge the fame advantage of calcu- 
latirig his % by fending him an account of the 
time and place of his birth, with other particu- 
lars neceffary for fuch a work. By which, no 
doubt, the learned world will be engaged in the 
cfifpute, and take part on each fide according as 
they are inclined. 

I fhould Kkewife advife Mr Partridge to enr^ 
quire, why Mr BickerftafF does not fo much as 

offer 
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offer at one prediction to be fulfilled, until tw* 
months after the time of publUhing his paper i 
This looks a little fufpicious, as if he were defir* 
ous to keep the world in play as long as he de- 
cently could, elfe it were hard he could not a£- I 
ford us one prediction between this and the 29th. 
pf March > which is not fo fair dealing as we | 
have, even from Mr Partridge and his brethrep, 
who give us their predictions, (fiich as they are 
indeed) for every month in the year. 

There is one paflagc in Mr Bickerftaff's pa-, 
per, that feems to be as high a ftrain of aflurancc . 
as I have any where met with. It is that pre- 
diction for the month of June, whic^i relates to 
the French Prophets here in town 5 where he, 
tells us, " They will utterly difperfe, by feeing 
" the time come wherein their prophecies fhould, 
" be fulfilled, and then finding themfelves do- 
u ceived by contrary events.'* Upon which he 
adds, with great reafon, " his wonder how any", 
* c deceiver can be fo weak, to foretell things near 
" at hand, when a very few .months muft difco- 
" ver the imppfture to all the world." This. is 
fpoken with a great deal of affected unconcerned- 
nefs, as if he would have us think himfelf to be 
not under the leaft apprehenfion, that the fame : 
in two months will be his own cafe. With re- 
fpect to the gentleman, I~do not remember to. 
have heard of fo refined and pleafant a piece of 
impudence, which I hope the author will not. 
refent .as an uncivil word, becaufe I am fore I 
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%6ter Into his tafte, and take it as he meant k. 
However, he half deferves a reprimand for writ- 
ing with fo much fcorn and contempt, for tht 
underftandings of the majority. 

For the month of July, he tells us of c * a Gc- 
<c neral, who, by a glorious aAion, wiU reco- 

ver the reputation he loft by former misfor- 
* ( tunes/' This is commonly underftood to be 
Lord Galloway * who, if he be already dead, as 
Tome News-papers have it, Mr Bickerftaff has 
made a trip. But this I do not much infift on \ 
for it is hard if another General cannot be found 
under the fame circwnjlances % to whom this pre- 
diction may be as well applied. 

The French King's death is very pun&ualif 
related 5 but it was unfortunate to make him 
die at Marli, where he never goes at that feafon 
of the year, as I obferved myfelf during three 
▼ears I paffed in that kingdom : And, difcourC- 
tag fome months ago with Monfieur Tallard, 
about the French court, I find that the King ne- 
ver goes to Marli for any time, but about the 
feafon of hunting there, which is not till Auguft. 
So that here was an unlucky ffip of Mr Bicker- 
ftaff, for want of foreign education. 

He concludes with refuming his promife of 
publifhing entire predictions for the next year } 
of which the other aftrologers need not be in- 
very much pain. I fappofe we (hall have them 
much about the fame time with The general Hif. 
tory of Ears. I believe we have done with him 
Vol. XL Cc for 
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for ever in this kind ; and, although I am no 
aftrologer, may venture to prophecy that Ifeae 
BickerftafF, Efq; is now dead, and died jnft at 
the time his. predictions were ready for the prefi s 
That he dropt out of the clouds about nine days 
ago, and, in about four hours after, mounted 
up thither again like a vapour $ and will one 
day or other, perhaps, defcend a fecond time, 
when he has fome new, agreeable, or amufing 
whimfy to pafs upon the town ; wherein h is ve- 
ry probable, he will fucceed as often as he is dif- 
pofed to try the experiment, that is, as long as he 
can preferve a thorough contempt for his own 
time and other people's underftandings, and is 
refolved not to laugh cheaper than at the ezpence 
of a million of people. 
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HINTS on GOOD MANNERS. 



GOOD Manners is the art of making 
every reafonable perfon in the company 
cafy, and to be eafy ourfelves. 

What pafleth for good manners in the world, 
generally produceth quite contrary effe&s. 

Many perfons of both fexes, whom I have 
known, and who paffed for well-bred in their 
own and the world's opinion, are the moft 
troubiefome in company to others and themfelves. 

Nothing is fo great an inftance of ill manners, 
as flattery. If you flatter all the company, you 
pleafe none) if you flatter only one or two, you 
affront the reft. 

Flattery is the worft, and falfeft way of fliew- 
ing your efteem. 

Where company meets, I am confident, the 
few reafonable perfons are every minute tempted 
to curfe the man or woman among them, who 
endeavours to be moft diftinguiflied for their 
good nature. 

A man of fenfe would rather faft till night, 
than dine at fome tables, where the lady of the 
houfe is poffefled with good manners; uneafi- 
nefc, prefling to eat, teazing wkh civility fcfs 
pra&ifed in England than here. 

Cu Court* 
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Courts are the word of all fchools to teach 
good-manners. 

A courtly bow, or gait, or dref», are no part 
of good-manners. And therefore every man of 
good underftanding is capable of being well-bred 
upon any occaiion. - 

To fpeak in fuch a manner as may poffibly of- 
fend any reafonable perfon in company, is the 
higheft in fiance of ill-manners. 

Good-manners chiefly confift in affcion, not 
in words. Modefty and humility die chief ingre* 
dients. 

I have known the court of England under four 
reigns, the two laft but for a fhort time ; and, 
whatever good manners or politenefs I obferved 
in any of them, was not of the court growth, 
but imported. For a courtier by trade, as gentle- 
men-ufliers 1 bed-chamber-women, maids of ho- 
nour, *' * * * * # * 
♦ # * * • • # * • 

Of good manners as to converfation. 

Men of wit and good underftanding, as well 
as breeding, are fometimes deceived, and give 
offence, by conceiving a better opinion of thofe 
with whom they converfe than they ought to do. 
Thus I have often known the moft innocent rail- 
lery, and even of that kind which was meant for 
praife, to be miftaken for abufe and reflection. 

Of gibing, and how gibers ought to fuffer. 

Of arguers, perpetual contradictors, long-talk- 
ers, who are abfent in company, interrupters, 
not lifteners, loud laughers. 

Of 
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Of thofe men and women whofe face is ever 
in a fmile, talk ever with a fmile, (condole with a 
fmile,. &c. 

Argument, as ufbally managed, is the worft 
fort of converfation, as it is generally in books » 
the worft fort of reading. 

Good converfation is not to be expefied' in 
much company, becaufe few liften, and there is 
continual interruption. But good or ill manners 
are difcovered, let the cojppany be. ever fo large. 

Perpetual aiming at wit, a very bad part of 
converfation. It is done to fupport a character : 
It generally fails: It is a fort of infult on the 
company, and a conftraint upon the fpeakerv 

For a man to talk in his own trade, or bufinefs, 
or faculty, is a great breach of good manners. 
Divines, phyficians, lawyers, foldiers, particular- 
ly poets, are frequently guilty of this weaknefs. 

A poet conceives that the whple kingdom * # 
**##*##«». 
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RESOLUTIONS, 
WHEN I COME TO BE OLD. 



Written in the year 1699. 

Not to marry a young woman. 

Not to keep young company, unlefs they real- 
ly defire it. 

Not to be peevifh, or morofe, or fufpicious. 

Not to fcorn prefent ways, or wits, or fafliions, 
or men, or war, Sec. 

Not to be fond of children. 

Not to tell the fame ftory over and over to the 
lame people. 

Not to be covetous. 

Not to negleft decency or cleanlinefs, for fear 
of falling into naftinefs. 

Not to be over fevere with young people, but 
give allowances for their youthful follies and 
weakneffes. 

Not to Be influenced by, or give ear to knavilh 
tattling fervants, or others. 

Not to be too free of advice, nor trouble any 
but thofe who defire it. 

To 



defire fome good friends to inform me 

of thefe refolutions I break or pcgleft, 

lerein ; and reform accordingly. 

to talk much, nor of myfelf. 

to boaft of my former beauty, or ftrength, 

>ur with ladies, &c. 

to hearken to flatteries, nor conceive I can 

ved by a young woman ; et eos qui htredi- 

aptant, odijfe ac vttare. 

to be pofitive or opinionative. 

to fet up for obferving all thefe rules* for 

hould obferve none. 
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L A W S 

FORTH! 

DEAN's SERVANT & 
De gember 7th, 1733. 

IF either of the two men fervante be drunk, 
he fhall pay an Engiifh crown out of his 
wages for the faid offence, by giving the Dean a. 
receipt for fo much wage? received; 

When the Dean is at home, no fervant fhalL 
prefume to be abfent, without giving notice to 
the-Dean, and alking leave, upon the forfeiture 
of fixpence for every half-hour that he is abfent,, 
to be ftopt out of his or her board-wages. 

When the Dean is abroad*, no fervant, ex- 
cept the woman, (hall prefume to leave the houfe 
for above one half hour 5 after which, for every 
half-hour's abfence he fhall forfeit fixpence :. 
And, if the other fervant goes' out before the 
firft returns, he (hall pay five fhillings out of his^ 
wages, as above. 

Whatever fervant fhall be taken in a manifeffr 
lie, fhall forfeit one fhilling out of his or her 
board-wages. 

When the Dean goes about the houfe, or out*- 
Eoufes, or garden, or to Naboth's Vineyard*, 

whatever 
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whatever things he finds out of order, by negleft 
of any fervant under whofe care it was, that 
fervant fliall forfeit fixpence, and fee to get it 
mended as foon as poffible, or fuffer more for- 
feitures at the Dean's difcretion. 

If two fervants be abroad together when the 
Dean is from home, and the faft be concealed 
from the Dean, the concealer fliall forfeit two 
crowns out of his or her wages, as above. 

If, in waiting at table, the two fervants be out 
of the room together, without orders, the laft 
who went out (hall forfeit three-pence out of his 
board-wages. 

. The woman may go out when the Dean is 
abroad for one hour, but no longer, under the 
fame penalty with the men : But provided the 
two men-fervants keep the houfe until (he re- 
turns ; otherwife either of the fervants, who goes 
out before her return, fliall forfeit a crown out 
of his wages, as above. 

Whatever other laws the Dean fliall think fit 
to make, at any time to come, for the govern- 
ment of his fervants, and forfeitures for negleft 
Or difobedience, all the fervants fliall be bound 
to fubmit to. 

Whatever other fervant, except the woman, 
fliall prefume to be drunk, the other two fer- 
vants fliall inform the Dean thereof, under pain 
of forfeiting two crowns out of his or her wages, 
befides the forfeiture of a crown from the faid 
Tervant who was drunk. 

- A 



C J 1 * > 



A 

U A K E R • s 
LETTER from PHILADELPHIA^ 

T O 

JONATHAN SWIFT i* DUBLIN. 

Cbilai) March 29, 1729* 
Friend Jonathan Swift, 

HAVING been often agreeably amufed by. 
thy Tale, toV. (sV. and being now loading 
a fmall fhip for Dublin, I have fent thee a gam- 
mon, the produft of the wilds of America 1 
which perhaps may not be unacceptable at thy 
table, fince it is only defigned to let thee know* 
that thy wit and parts are in efteem at this dis- 
tance from the place of thy refidence. Thou 
need afk no queftions who this comes from, fince 
I am a perfeft ftranger to thee. 



CH A- 
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CHARACTER of Mrs H****D. 

Weitten in the tear 1727. 

I SHALL {ay nothing of her wit oj? beauty, 
which are allowed by all perfons who can 
judge of ekher, when they hear or feev her. 
Befides, beauty being tranlient, and a trifle, can- 
not juftiy make part of a character. And I 
leave others to celebrate her wit, becaufe it will be 
of no ufe in that part of her character which I 
intend to draw. Neither (hall I relate any part 
of her hiftory 5 further than, that fhe went, in 
the prime of her youth, to the Court of Hanover 
with her hufband, and became of the Bed-cham- 
ber to the prefent Princefs of Wales, living in 
expectation of the Queen's # death. Upon which 
event fhe came over with her Miftrefe, and hath 
ever fince continued in her fervke j where, from 
the attendance daily paid her by the minifters, 
and all expectants, (he is reckoned much the 
greateft favourite of the court at Leicefter-houfe: 
A fituation which (he hath long affected to defire 
that it might not be believed. 

There is no politician who more carefully 
watches the motions and difpofitions of things 
and perfons at St James's, nor can form his 

language 

* Queen Anne. 
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language with a more imperceptible dexterity td 
the prefent pofture of a court > or more early 
fbrefee what ftyle may be proper upon any ap- 
proaching jun&ure of affairs, whereof (he tan 
gather early intelligence without alking it, and 
often when even thofe from whom fhe hath it 
are not fenfible that they are giving it to her, but 
equally with others admire her fagacity. Sir 
Robert Walpole, and fhe, both think they under- 
ftand each other, and are both equally miftaken. 

With perfons where fhe is to manage,- fhe is 
Very dextrous in that point of fkill which the 
French call titer le pave ; with others fhe is a 
great vindicator of all prefent proceedings, but , 
in fuch a manner, as if fhe were tinder no con- 
cern further than her own conviftion, and won* 
dering how any body can think otherwife. And ■ 
the danger is, that fhe may come in time to be- 
lieve herfelf ; which, under a change of princes, 
and a great addition of credit, might have bad 
confequences. She is a moft unconfcionable 
dealer \ for, in return of a few good words, ; 
whieh fhe gives to her lords and gentlemen daily 
waiters before their faces, fhe gets ten thoufand 
from them behind her back, which are of real 
fervice to her character. The credit fhe hath is 
managed with the utmoft thrift ; and, whenever 
fhe employs it, which is very rarely, it is only 
upon fuch occafions, where fhe is fure to get" 
much more than fhe fpends. For inftance, fhe 
would >«adily prefs Sir Robert Walpole to do 
* fome 
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Ibme favour for Colonel Churchill, or Doddihg* 
ton; the Prince, for a mark of grace to Mr 
Schutz ; and the Princefs, to be kind to Mrs 
Clayton. She fometimes falls into the general 
miftake of all courtiers, which is that of not 
fuiting her talents to the abilities of others ; but 
thinking thofe (he deals with, to have lefs art 
than they really poflefs : So that (he may poffibly 
be deceived, when {he thinks (he deceiveth. 

In all offices of life, except thofe of a courtier* 
{he a£b with juftice, generality, and truth. She 
is ready to do good as a private perfon ; and I 
would almoft think in charity, that (he will not 
dp harm as a courtier, unlefs to pleafe thofe in 
<hief power. 

In religion, fhe is at leaft a Latitudinarian, be* 
ing not an enemy to books written by the Free- 
thinkers ; and herein ihe is the more blameablc, 
becaufe fhe hath too much morality to (land in 
need of them, requiring only a due degree of 
faith for putting her in the road to falvation. I 
{peak this of her as a private Lady, not as a 
Court-favourite ; for, in the latter capacity, fhe 
can (hew neither faith nor works. 

If fhe had never feen a court, it is not impof- 
fible that fhe might have been a friend. 

She abounds in good'words, and expreflions 
of good wifhes, and will concert a hundred 
fchemes for the fervice of thofe whom fhe would 
be thought to favour : Schemes that fometimes 
arife from them, and fometimes from herfelf; 
Vol. XL D d although, 
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although, at the fame time, fhe very well knows 
them to be without the leaft probability of fuc- 
ceeding. But, to do her juftke, (he never feeds 
or deceives any perfon w.f t promifes, where flic 
doth not at the fame tii*ie intend a degree of 
fincerity. 

She is, upon the whole, an excellent companion 
for men of the bed accomplifhmcnts, who have 
nothing to defire or expect. 

What part (lie may att hereafter in a large 
fphere, as Lady of the Bed-chamber to a great 

Q^- n, (upon fuppofing the death of his pre- 

fent Majefty *, and of the Earl of Suffolk, to 
whofe title her hufband fucceeds) and in high 
cfteem with a K — g, neither fhe nor I can fore* 
tell. My own opinion is natural and obvious, 
that her talents as a courtier will jprcad, enlarge, 
and multiply to fuch a degree, that her private 
virtues, for want of room and time to operate, 
will be laid up clean, , (Like cloaths in a cheft), to 
be ufed and put on, whenever faticty, or fome 
reverfe of fortune, or increafe of ill health, (to 
which laft £he is fubje£l) (hall difpofe her to re- 
tire. In the mean time, it will be her wifdom 
to take care, that they may not be tarnifhed or 
moth-eaten, for want of airing, and turning, at 
leaft once a-year, 

CHA- 



* Geoff c the Firft. 



( 3'5 ) 



CHARACTER of Dr SHERIDAN. 

Written in the year 1738. 

DOctor Thomas S heridan died at 
Rathfarnham, the tenth of Oftober 1738* 
at three of the clock in the afternoon : His dif- 
eafes were a dropfy and afthma. He was doubt- 
lefs the beft inftruftor of youth in thefe king* 
doois, or perhaps in Europe ; and as great a 
matter of the Greek and Roman languages. He 
had a very fruitful invention, and a talent for 
poetry. His Englifh verfes were full of wit and 
humour, but neither his profe nor verfe fuffi- 
ciently correct : However, he would readily fub- 
mit to any friend, who had a true tafte in profe 
or verfe. He hath left behind him a very great 
collection, in feveral volumes, of ftories, hu- 
mourous, witty* wife, or fome way ufeful, ga- 
thered from a vaft number of Greek, Roman, 
Italian, Spanifh, French, and Englifh writers. 
I believe I may have feen about thirty* large 
enough to make as many moderate, books in 
octavo. But, among thofe extracts, there were 
many not worth, regard ; for 6ve in fix* at leaft, 
were of little ufe or entertainment* He was 
(as it is frequently the cafe in men of wit and. 
learning) what the French call a Dupt y and in a 
1) d Z very 
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very high degree. The greateft dunce of a traded 
man could impofe upon him, for he was altoge- 
ther ignorant in worldly management. His chief 
(hining quality, was that of a fchopl-mafter 5 here 
he fhone in. his proper element. t He had fo 
much (kill and practice in the phyfiognomy of 
boys, tha; he rarely miftook at the firft view. 
His fcholars loved and feared him. He often ra- 
ther chofe to fbame the ftupid, but puoifh the 
idle, and expofed them to all the lads, which 
was more fever e than lafhing. Among the gen- 
tlemen in this kingdom who have any fhare of 
education, the fcholars of Dr Sheridan, infinitely 
excell, in number and knowledge, all their bre* 
thren fent from other fchools; 

To look on the Doftor in fome other lights^ 
he was in many things very indifcreet, to fay no 
worfe. He afted like too many clergymen, who 
are in hafte to be married when very young ; and 
from hence proceeded all the miferies of his life. 
The portion he got, proved to be. juft the reverfe 
of 50&I. for he was poorer by a thoufand : So 
many incumbrances of a mother-dn-law, and 
poor relations, whom he was forced to fupport 
for many years, lnftead of breeding up his 
daughters to houfewifery and plain cloaths, ha 
got them, at a great expence, to be clad lik* 
ladies who had plentiful fortunes ; made them 
only learn to fing and dance, to draw and defign, 
.to give them rich filks, and other fopperies ; and 
his two eldeft were married without his content, 

t* 
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to young lads who had nothing to fettle on them* 
However,, he had one fon, whom the .D6ctoti 
fent to Weftminfter-fchool, although he could 
ill afford it. The boy was there immediate^ 
taken notice of; upon examination,' although; ,a> 
mere ftranger,.he was by pure merit eleQe4 a 
King's fcholar. It is true, their maintenance fall* 
ibmething fhort ; The DoctoF was then fo poor, 
that he could not add fourteen pounds to enable 
the boy to finiih the year; which if he had' done, 
he would have been removed to a higher clafs A 
and, in another year, would have been fped off 
(that is the phrafe) to a Feiiowfhip in Oxford or 
Cambridge : But the Doctor was forced to recall 
him to Dublin, and had friends in our univerfity 
to fend him there, yrhere he hath been chofen of 
the foundation, and, I think, hath gotten an ex- 
hibition, and defigns to ftand for a Fellowfliip. 

The Doctor had a good church-living in the 
fouth parts of Ireland, given him by Lord Gar- 
teret ; who, being very learned himfelf, encou- 
rageth it in others. A friend of the Doctor'* 
prevailed on his Excellency to grant it. The liv- 
ing was well worth 150I. per annum. He chan- 
ged it very foon for that of Dunboyn ; which, by 
the knavery of the farmers* and power of the 
gentlemen, fell fo very low, that he could never 
get 80I. He then changed that living for the 
free-fchool of Cavan, where he might have lived 
well, in fo cheap a country, on 80I. falary per' 
annurn, befides his fcholars : But the air, he faid, 
Pd 3 was 
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was too mold and unwholefome, and he could 
not bear the company of fome perfons in that 
neighbourhood. Upon this he fold the fchoot 
for about 400I. — fpent the money, grew into dif- 
eafes, and died. 

It would be very honourable, as well ar juft* 
in thofe many perfons of quality and fortune, 
who had the advantage of being educated under 
Doftor Sheridan, if they would pleafe to ere£t 
fome decent monument over his body, in the 
church where it is depofited. 



THE 
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THE 

HISTORY 

O F T H E 

SECOND SOLOMON*. 

Written in the year 1729* 

HE became acquainted with a perfon diftin* 
guifiied for poetical and other writings* 
and in an eminent ftation, whx> treated him with 
great kindnefs on all occafions y and he became 
familiar in this perfion's houfe f. In three months 
time, Solomon, without the leaft provocation, 
writ a long poem, defcribing that perfon's mufe 
to be dead, and making a funeral folcmnity with 
afles, owls, feV. and gave the copy among all 
his acquaintance; 

Solomon became acquainted with a moft de- 
fending lady, an intimate friend, of the- above" 
perfon J, who entertained him alfo as ftie would/ 
do a brother j and, upon giving him a little good 
advice, in the moft decent' manner, with relation 
to his wife, he told her, She was like other wo- 
men, as bad as fhe was, and that they were all 
alike 5 altho' his wife be, in every regard, ex- 

" cept 

^ Dr Sheridan. f Dean Swift. | Stella. 
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feven years are expired, he muft either take k 
for the remainder of the 999 years, or be fued 
for wafte, and lofe all the money he laid put : 
And now he pays twelve pounds a-year, for a 
place he never fees. 

Solomon has an cftate of about thirty-five 
pounds per annum % in the county of Cavan 5 up- 
on which, inftead of ever receiving one penny 
rent, he hath expended above thirty pounds per 
annum y in buildings and plantations, which are 
all gone to ruin. 

Solomon is under-tenant to a Bifhop's leafe t 
He is bound, by articles to his Lerdfhip, to re- 
new and pay a fine, whenever the Bifhop re- 
news with his landlord, and to raife his rent as 
the landlord fliall raife it to the Bifhop.' Seven 
years expire: Solomon's landlord demands a fine, 
which he readily pays ; then he aiks for a leafe : 
The landlord fays, he may have it at any time. 
He never gets it. Another feven years elapfe : 
Solomon's landlord demands another fine, and 
an additional rent : Solomon pays both ; aiks 
to have his leafe renewed : The fteward anfwers, 
he will fpeak to his mafter. Seventeen years are 
elapfed : The landlord fends Solomon word that 
his leafe is forfeited, becaufe he hath not renew- 
ed, and paid his . fines according to articles ; and 
now they are at law upon this admirable cafe. 
* It is Solomon's great happinefs, that when he 
afts in the common concerns of life, againft com- 
mon fenfe and reafon, he values hjnafclf therc- 

upon* 
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upon, as if it were the mark of a great genius, 
above little regards of arts, and that his thoughts 
are too exalted to defcend into the knowledge of 
vulgar management ; and you cannot make him 
a greater compliment, tnan by telling inftances 
to the company, before his face, how carelefs 
he was in any affair that related to his intereft 
and fortune. 

He is extremely proud and captious, apt to 
refent, as an affront and indignity, what was ne- 
ver intended for either. 

He is allured as ealily by every new acquaint- 
ance, efpecially among women, as a child is by 
a new plaything ; and is led at will by them 
to fufpeft and quarrel with his beft friends, of 
whom he hath loft the greateft part, for want of 
that indulgence which they ought to allow for 
his failings. 

He is a generous, honeft, good-natured man ; 
but his perpetual want of judgment and difcre- 
tion, makes him aft as if he were neither gene- 
rous, honeft, nor good-natured. 

The perfon above mentioned, whom he lam- 
pooned, and to whom he owes his preferment! 
being in the country, and out "of order ^Solomon 
had appointed to come for him with a chaife, 
and bring him to town. Solomon fent him word, 
that he was to fet out on Monday, and did ac- 
cordingly,— rbut to another part of the kingdom 
thirty miles wide of the place appointed, in com- 
pliment to a lady who was going that way j there 
#aid with her and her family, a month ; then 

fent ' 
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lent the chaife, in the midft of winter, to bring | 
the faid perfon, where Solomon would meet htm, i 
declaring he could not venture himfelf for fear 
of the froft : And upon the faid perfon refuting 
to go in the chaife alone, or to truft to Solo- 
mon's appointment, and being in ill-health ; So- 
lomon fell into a formal quarrel with that perfon, 
and foully mifreprefented the whole affair to 
juftify himfelf. 

Solomon had published a humorous ballad, 
called BalyfpeUin f whither he had gone to drink . 
the waters with a new favourite lady. The 
ballad was in the manner of Mr Gay's on Molly 
Mdgg 9 pretending to contain all the rhymes of 
BallyfpeHin. His friend, the perfon fo often / 
mentioned, being at a gentleman's hou'fe in the 
. neighbourhood, and merry over Solomon's bal- • 
lad, they agreed to make another in difpraife of 
Bally fpelUn-wells, which Solomon had celebrated, 
and with all new rhymes not made ufe of in 
Solomon's. The thing was done, and all in a 
mere jeft and innocent merriment. Yet Solomon 
was prevailed upon, by the lady he went with, 
to refent this as an affront on her and himfelf ; 
which he did accordingly, agaihft all the rules of 
reafon, tafte,' good-nature, judgment, gratitude, 
or common manners. 

He will invite fix or more people x of condition 
to dine with him on a certain day, fome of them 
living five or fix miles from town. On the day 
appointed, he will be abfent, and know nothing 
of .the matter, and they all go back difappointed : 
i When 
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When he is told of this, he is pleafed, becaufe it 
ihews him to be a genius, and a man of learning. 

Having lain many years under the obloquy of 
a High Tory and Jacobite, upon the prefent 
Queen's birth-day, he writ a fong, to bq per- 
formed before the Government, and thofe who 
attended them, in praife of the Queen and the 
King, on the common topics of her beauty, wit, 
family, love of England, and all other virtues, 
wherein the King and the Royal Children were 
iharers. It was very hard to avoid the common 
topics, which were mentioned in abundance. A 
young collegian, who had done the fame job the 
year before, got fome reputation on the account 
gf his wit : Solomon would needs vie wkh him, 
by which he loft all the efteem of his old friends 
the Tories, and got not the leaft intereft with 
the Whigs 5 for they are now too ftrong to want, 
advocates of that kind ; And therefore one of 
the Lords Juftices, reading the verfes in fome 
company, faid, " Ah, Doftor, this (hall not do." 
His, name was at length in the title-page ; and he 
did this without the knowledge or advice *>f one 
living foul, as he himfelf confeileth. 

His full convi&ion of having a&ed wrong, in 
a hundred inftances, leaves him as pofitive in the 
next inftance, as if he had never been miftaken 
in his life: And if you go to him the next day, 
and find him convinced in the laft, he hath ano- 
ther inftance ready, wherein he is as pofitive as 
he was the day before. 

Vol. XL £ e ON 



ON THE 

DEATH of Mrs JOHNSON, 
[S T E L L A.] 

THIS day, being Sunday January 2fkH 
.1737-8, about eight o'clock at night, a 
fervant brought me a note, with an account of 
the death of the trueft, moft virtuous, and va- 
luable friend, that I, or perhaps any other per* 
fon, ever was Wefled witb. She expired about fix 
in the evening of this day ; and, as foon as I am 
left alone, which is about eleven at night, I re- 
folve, for my own fatisfaftion, to fey fomething 
of her life and char after. 

* She was born at Rfchmond in Surrey, oflr 
the thirteenth day of March, in the year .168 r. ' 
Her father was a younger brother of a good fa- 
mily in Nottinghamfhire, her mother of a lower 
degree ; and indeed (he had little to boaft of heir 
birth. 1 knew her from fix years old, and had 
fome (hare in her education, by direfting what 
books (he fhould read, and perpetually inftruft- 
ing her in the principles of honour and virtue'; 
from which fhe never fwerved in any one aQionr 
or moment of her life. She was fickly from her 
childhood, until about the age of fifteen : But 
then grew into perfect health, and was looked 

- upon 
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upon as one of the*moft beautiful, graceful, art«£ 
agreeable young women in London,— only a little 
too fat. Her hair was blacker than a raven, and 
every feature of her face in perfection. She lived 
generally in the country, with a family, where 
{he contracted an intimate friendflbip with an- 
other Lady of more advanced years. I was then 
(to my mortification) fettled in Ireland ; and, 
about a year after, going to vifit my friends in- 
England, I found (he was a litde uneafy upon the 
death of a perfon on whom fhe had fome de- 
pendance. Her fortune, at that time, was in air 
not above fifteen hundred pounds, the intereft of 
which was but a fcanty maintenance, in fo dear a 
country, for one of her fpirit. Upon this con- 
federation, and indeed very much for my own 
fatisfadtion, who had few friends or acquaint- 
ance in Ireland, I prevailed with her, and her 
dear friend and companion the other lady *, to 
draw what money they had into Ireland, a great 
part of their fortune being in annuities upon 
funds. Money was then at ten per cent, in Ire- 
land) befides the advantage of returning it, and 
all neceffaries of life at half the price. They 
complied with my advice, and foon after came 
over} but, I happening to continue fome time 
longer in England, they were much difcouraged 
to live in Dublin, where they were wholly Gran- 
gers. She was at that time about nineteen years 
old, and her perfon was foon diftinguifhed. But 
E c 2 the 
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tAc adventure looked fo like a frolic, the cetf- 
ftire held, for fome time, as if there were a fe- 
cret hiftoiy in fuch a removal ; which, however, 
foon blew off by her excellent conduct. She 
came over with her friend on the in 
the year 170— j and they both lived together 
until this day, when death removed her "from 
us. For fome years pad* fhe had- been, vifited 
with continual ill-health j and feverat times, with*- 
in thefe laft two years, her life was defparred of. 
But, for this twelvemonth paft, (he never h&d a 
day's health ; and, properly' fpeaking, fhe hath 
been dying fix months, — but kept alive, alraoft 
againft nature, by the generous kindnefs of two 
phyficians, and the care of her friends. Thus far 
I writ the fame night between eleven and twelve. 

Never was any of her fex born with better 
gifts of the mind, or more improved them by 
reading and converfation. Tet her memory was 
not.of the beft, and was impaired in the latter 
years of her life. But I cannot call to mind, that 
I ever once heard her make a wrong judgment 
of perfons, books, or affairs. Her advice was 
always the beft, and with the greateft freedom, 
mixt with the greateft decency. She had a grace- 
fulnefe fomewhat more than human, in every 
motion, word, and action. Never was fo happy 
a conjunction of civility, freedom, eafinefs, and 
fincerity. There feemed to be a combination, 
among all that knew her, to treat her with a 

dignity 
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dignity fmich beyond her rank : Yet people of 
all forts were never more eafy than in her com-i 
pany. Mr Addifon, when he was- in Ireland; 
Being introduced to her, immediately found her 
out ; and, if he had not foon after left the king.* 
dom, aflured me he would have ufed all endea- 
vours to cultivate her friendfhip* A rude or 
conceited coxcomb pafled his time very HI, upoa- 
the leaft breach of refpect ; for, in fuch a cafe,\ 
flie had no mercy, but was fure to expofe him ta 
die contempt of the ftanders-by,-r-yet in fuch a\ 
manner as he was alhamed to complain, and diirfir 
jriQt refent.* • All of us who had the happinefs of 
her friendship, agreed unanimoufly, that,' in an 
afternoon or evening's converfetion, fhe- never 
failed, before we parted, of delivering the beft 
thing that was faid in- the company. Some of to. 
have written down feveral of her fayings, or what 
the French call Bon Motr, wherein (he excelled? 
^ almoft beyond belief. She never miftook tbfe. 
underftanding of others ; nor ever faid a fevere: 
wordy but where a much feverer was deferved. 

Her fervanta loved, and almoft adored her,, 
at the fame time. She would* upon occafions, 
treat them with freedom ; yet her demeanor-wad 
fb awful, that they durfr not fail in the leaft point 
of refpeft. She chid- them jfeldom, but it wa* 
with feverity, which had an effect upon them fW* 
a long time after. 

January 29th. My head achs,. and I can write, 
tea more. 

E e 3 January? 
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January 30th, Tuefday. This is the night of 
the funeral, which my ficknefs will not fuffer me 
to attend. It is now nine at night* and I am re- 
moved into another apartment, that I may not 
fee the light in the church, which is juft over 
againft the window of my bed-chamber. 

With all the foftnefs of temper that became a 
lady, (he had the perfonal courage of a hero* 
She and her friend having removed their lodg- 
ings to a new houfe, which ftood folitary, a par- 
cel of rogues, armed, attempted the houfe, where 
there was only one boy. She was then about four 
and twenty : And, having been warned to ap- 
prehends fomc fiich attempt,' (he learned the ma- 
nagement of a piftol; and, the other woman 
and fervants being half-dead with fear, (he ftolc 
foftly to her dining-room window, put on a black 
hood to prevent being teen, primed the piftol 
frefb,. gently lifted up the fafh, and, taking her 
aim with the utmoft pretence of mind, difchar- 
ged the piftol, loaden with the bullets, into the 
body of one villain, who ftood the faireft mark* 
The fellow, mortally wounded, was carried- off 
by the reft, and died the next morning ; but his- 
companions could not be found. The Duke of 
Ormond hath often drank her health to me up- 
on that account, and had always an high efteera 
of her. She was indeed under fome apprehen- 
fions of going in a boat* after fome dadger fhe 
flie had narrowly efcaped by water j but fhe was> 
reafbned thoroughly out of it* She was never 

know* 
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known to cry out, or difcover any feaf| in ft 

coach, or on horfeback,— or any uncafinefs by 
thofe fpdden accidents, with which moft of her 
lex, either by weaknefs or affe&ation, appear fo 
much difordered* 

She never had the leaft abfence of mind in con* 
▼erfation, nor given to interruption, — or appear* 
cd eager to put in her word, by waiting impatient- 
ly until another had done. She fpoke in a moft 
agreeable voice, in the plaineft words, never he* 
fitating,— except out of modefty before new faces, 
where fhe was fomewhat refevved ; nor, among 
her nearcft friends, ever fpoke much at a time*. 
She was but little verfed in the common topics 
pf female chat \ fcandal, cenfure, and detraction, 
never came out of her mouth ; Yet, among a 
few friends, in private converfation, flic made 
little ceremony in difcovering her contempt of a, 
coxcomb, and defcribing all his follies to the 
life ; but the follies of her own fex, fhe was ra- 
ther inclined to extenuate, or to pity. 

When Ihe was once convinced by open fa&s, of 
any breach of truth or honour, in a peribn of 
high ftation, efpecially in the church, ihe could 
not conceal, her indignation, nor hear them nam* 
ed, without (hewing. her difpleafurc in her coun- 
tenance; particularly one or two of the latter 
fort, whom ihe had known and cfteemed, but 
detefted above all mankind, when, it was mani- 
feft, that they had facrificed thofe two precious 
virtues to their ambition, and would much fooner 

have 
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have forgiven them the common immoralities 
of the laity. • 

Her frequent fits of fkknefs, in moft parts of 
her life, had prevented her from making that 
progrefs in reading, which fhe would otherwife 
have done. She was well verfed in the Greek 
and Roman ftory, and was not unfkilled in that 
of France and England: Sh$. fpoke French per- 
fectly but forgot much of it by neglect and fick- 
nefc. She had read carefully all the bed books 
of travels, which ferve to open and enlarge the 
mind. She underftood the Platonic and Epkru* 
rcanphilofophy, and judged very well of the de- 
fects of the latter. She made very judicious ab- 
stracts of the beft books fhe had read. She un> 
derftood the nature of government, and could 
point out all the errors of Hobbes, both in that 
and religion. She had a good infight into phy- 
tic, and knew famewhat of anatomy j in both 
which fhe was.inftructed in her younger days, by 
an eminent phyfkian, who had her long under 
his care, and bore the higheft efteem of her per- 
fon and underftanding. She had a true tafte for 
wit and good fenfe, both in poetry and profe* 
and was a perfect, good critic of ftyle: Neither 
was it eafyto find a more proper or impartial 
judge, whofe advice an. author might better rely 
on, if he intended to. fend a thing into the world, 
provided it was on a fubject that came within the 
compafs of her knowledge? Yet, perhaps, fhe 
was foraetimes too fevere, which, is a.fafe and 

pardonable. 
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pardonable error. She preferved her wit, judge- 
ment, and vivacity, to the laftj — but often yfed 
to complain of her memory. 

Her fortune, with fome acceffion, could not, 
as I have heard fay, amount to much more than 
two thoufand pounds, whereof a great part fell 
with her life, having been placed upon annuities 
in England, and one in Ireland. In a perfon fo 
extraordinary, perhaps it may be pardonable to 
mention fome particulars, although of little mo- 
ment, further than to fet forth her chara&er. 
(Some prefents of gold-pieces being often made to 
her while {he was a girl, by her mother and other 
friends, on promife to keepr&em, flie grew into 
•fuch a fpirit of thrift, that, in about three years, 
they amounted to above two hundred pounds. 
She ufed to (hew them, with boafting *, but her 
mother, apprehending flie would be cheated of 
them, prevailed, in fome months, and with great 
importunities^ to have them put out to intereft: 
When the girl loft the pleafure of feeing and 
Counting her gold, which flie never failed of do- 
ing many times in a day, and defpaired of heap* 
ing up ftich another treafure, her humour took 
the quite contrary turn : She grew carelefs and 
Squandering of every new acquifition, and fo con- 
tinued till about two and twenty ; when, by acfe- 
vice of fome friends, and the fright of paying 
large bills of tradefmen, who enticed her into 
their debt, flie began to refledr. upon her own 
folly, and was never at reft until flic had difchan- 

, 8 cd 
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ged all her fhop-bills, and refunded herfelf a 
confiderable fum llie had run out. After which, 
by the addition of a few years, and a fuperior 
underftanding, ihe became, and continued all 
her life, a moil prudent ceconomift yet ftill with 
a ftrong bent to the liberal fide, wherein fhe gra- 
tified herfelf, by avoiding all expence in cloaths, 
(which fhe ever defptfed) beyond what was mere- 
ly decent. And, although her frequent returns 
of ficknefs were very chargeable, except fees to 
phyficians, of which ihe met with feveral fo ge- 
nerous that ihe could force -nothing on them, 
(and indeed fhe muft otherwife have been un- 
done) ; yet fhe never was withdut a confiderable 
fum of ready money : Infocnuch, that, upon her 
death, when her nearcft friends thought her very 
•bare, her executors found, in her ftrong box, 
about a hundred and fifty pounds in .gold. She 
lamented the narrownefs of her fortune, in no- 
thing fo much as that it did not enable her to 
Entertain her friends fo often, and in fo hofpi- 
*able a manner, as fhe defired. Yet they were al- 
ways welcome ; and, while fhe was in health to 
direct, were treated with neatnefs and elegance : 
So that the revenues of her and her companion, 
palled for much more confiderable than they 
really were. They lived always in lodgings, their 
domeflicks confifting of two maids and one man. 
She kept an account of all the family-expences, 
from her arrival in Ireland, to fome months be- 
fore her death* and & e would often repine, 

whea 
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when looking back upon the annals of her hemic* 
hold bills, that every thing necefiary for life wa* 
double the price, while intereft of money wa* 
funk almoft to one half ; fo that the addition 
made to her fortune- was indeed grown abiblute* 
ly necefliry. 

[I fince writ as I found time.]. 

But her charity to the poor was a duly not to 
be diminifhed, and therefore became a tax upon 
thofe tradefmen who furnifh the fopperies of 
Other ladies. She bought deaths as feldom at 
poffible, and thofe as plain and cheap as confified 
with the fituation (he was in ; and wore no lac* 
fbf many years. Either her judgment or fortune 
was extraordinary, in the choice of thofe on 
whom flic beftowed her charity ; for it went 
further in doing good, than double the fum from 
any other hand. And I have heard her fay, £h* 
always jnet with gratitude from the poor ; which 
muft be owing to her fkiU in diftinguifhing piw 
per objefts, as well as her gracious manner oB 
relieving them. 

But (he had another quality that much de- 
lighted her, altho ,; it may be thought a kind of 
^heck upon her bounty ; however it was a pies** 
(jure flie could not refift: I mean, that of making, 
agreeable prefects, wherein I never knew her 
equal, although it be an affair of as delicate at 
nature as moft in the courfe of life. She ufed- 
to define a prefent, That it was a gift to a friend 
*f femething he wanted or was fond of, and* 

which 
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which could not be cafily gotten for money. I 
am confident) during my acquaintance with her* 
ihe hath, in thefe and fome other kinds of libera- 
lity, difpofed of to the value of feveral hundred 
pounds. As to prefents made to herfctf, {he 
received them with great unwillingnefs, but es- 
pecially from thofe to whom fhe had ever given 
any ; being on all occafionsthe moft difintcreftcd 
mortal l ever knew or heard of. 

From her own diipofition, at leaft as much ad 
from the frequent want of health) ihe feldom 
made any vifits ; but her own iodgingS) from be- 
fore twenty years old, were frequented by many 
perfons of the graver fort, who all refpefted her 
highly 9 upon her good fenfe, good manners, and 
converfation. Among thefe were the late Pri- 
mate Lindfay, Bifhop Lloyd, Bifhop Alhe 9 Bi- 
fliop Brown, Bifhop Stearn, Bifhop PuHeyn, 
with fome others of later date; and indeed the 
greateft number of her acquaintance was among 
the clergy. Honour, truth, liberality, good 
nature, and modefty, were the virtues fhe chiefly 
pofleffed, .and moft valued in her acquaintance l 
and, where ihe found them, would be ready to 
allow for fome defe&s, — nor valued them lefs, 
altho' they did; not ihine in learning, or in wit$ 
but would, never give, the leaft allowance for any 
fciktses in the former, even to thofe who made 
the greateft figure in either of the two latter. 
She had no ufe of any perfon's liberality ; yet her 
deteftation of covetous people, made her untafy 
r . • i if 
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if fucha -one was in her company \ upon which* 
occaiion, £hc would fay many thing* very enter- 
taining and humorous. 

She never interrupted any perfon who fpoke; 
(he laught at no miftakcs they made, but helped 
them out with modefty; and if a good thing 
were fpoken, but negle&ed, the would not let 
it fall, but fet it in the beft light to thcffe who 
were -prefent. She liftened to all that was faid, 
and hid never the leaft diftra&ion, or abfencc 
of thought. 

It was not fafe nor prudent, in her prefence, 
to offend in the leaft word againft modefty ; for 
fiie then , gave ftill- employment to her wh t her 
contempt, and refentment, untifer which even - 
ftupidity and brutality were 7 forced to fink into 
confufion j and the guflty perfon, by her future 
avoiding him like a bear or aiatyr, was never in 
a way ttrtranfgrefs a fecond time. 
- It happened one fingle coxcomb, of the pert 
kind, was in her company, among feveral other 
ladies ; and, in his flippant way, began to deliver 
fome double meanings : The reft flap their fans, 
and ufed the other common expedients pra&ifed 
in fuch cafes, of appearing not to mind or com- 
prehend what was faid. Her behaviour was very 
different, and perhaps may be cenfiired. She faid 
thus to the man : " -Sir, all thcfe ladies and I 
** uhderftand your meaning very well ; having, in 
" fpite of our care, too often met with thofe of 

your fex who wanted manners and good fenfe. 
Vol. XL F f u a ut| 
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But, believe me, neither virtuous, - nor even 
<( vicipu* women* love fuch khuLvf co&v£rittio&« 
€< However, I will leave you* and report yoitf 
" behaviour ; And, whatever vifit I make, I 
" ihaU firft enquire at the door, whether you are 
" in the houfe, that I. may be fare, to avoid you*" 
I know not whether a majority of ladife* would 
approve pf Aich a proceeding ; btt 1 bdifevi the 
jraftice of it would foon put an tnd to that rav 
rupt converfation, this worft.effeft of *mlnc&, 
ignorance, impudence, and villgarity, and the 

. higheft affront to the modefty and underftanding 
of the female fe». : 

$y returning very few vifits, flte had not much 
company of her own fex, except thofe whom 4bo 

t moft ioved for their eafine&» or feftcem*d : for 
their good fenfe 5 and thofe» >not idfifting on cere* 
, mony, came often to her% But ihe rather chofc 
men for her companions; the tiival topics of 
ladies difcourfc being fuch as fi*e had little know- 
ledge of, aadlefs relifh. ' Yet no man was upon 
the rack to entertain her, for flie eafily defcencU 
ed to any thing that was innocent and diverting* 
News, politics, cenfure, family-management, or 
town-talk, fee always diverted to fomething elfc : 
But thefe indeed feldom happened, for ihe chofe 
her company better 5 and therefore many, who 
sniftook her and themfeives, having Solicited her 
acquaintance, and finding themfelves difappointed 
after a few vifits, dropt off ; and flic was never 
known to enquire into the rea£)Q»4>ra& what 
was become of them. . . 
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i She was never poficroe in arguing; and &e 
ttfuaUy treated thofe who were fo, in a manner 
which well enough gratified that unhappy dif* 
pofition,— yet in fuch a fort at made it very con- 
temptible, and at the fame time did fame hurt 
to the owners. Whether this proceeded from 
her eafinefs m general, or from her indifference 
to certain perfons, or from her defpair of mend- 
ing diem, or from the fajne practice which fhe 
nroch liked in Mr AddHbo, I cannot determine ; * 
but when fhe fa w any of the company very warm in 
• wrong opinion, fhe was more inclined to con- 
firm them in it, than oppofe them. The excufe 
Ac commonly gave when her friends afked the 
reafon, was, that it prevented noife, and faved 
time : Yet I have known her very angry with 
fame, whom fhe much eftecmed, for fometimes. 
falling into that infirmity. 

She loved Ireland much better, than the gene- 
rality of thofe who owe both their birth and 
and riches to it ; and having brought over all the 
fortune flie had in money, left the reverfion of 
the beft part of it* one thoufand pounds, to Dr 
Stephen's Holpital. She deteftcd the tyranny and 
4njuftice of England, in their treatment of this 
kingdom. She had indeed reafon to love a coun- 
try, where fhe had the efteem and friendfhip of 
all who knew her, and the univerfal good report 
of all who ever heard of her, without one ex- 
ception, if I am told the truth by thofe who. 
keep general converfation. Which character is 
F f z the. 
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the more extraordinary, in falling to a perfon of 
lb much knowledge, wit, and Tivacity ; qualities 
that are ufed to create envy, and confequendy 
cenfure, — and muft be rather imputed to her great 
raodefty, gentle behaviour,, and inoffenfiTcnefs, 
than to. her fuperibr virtues, i 
Although her knowledge, from books and 
company, was rriore extenfive than nfual^. falls to 
the fhare of her fex ; yet ihe was -fo fiur from 
making a parade o£ it* that her female vifitants} 
on their firft acquaintance, who cxpe&ed to dif* 
cover it,, by what they call hard- words Mid deep 
difcourfe* were fometimes difappointed/and faidj 
they found fhe was like- other women. But wift 
men, through all .her modefty, whatever they 
difcourfed on, could eafily obferve that ihe un* 
derftood them very well, by the judgment fliown 
in her obfervations, as well as in her queflions. 
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A 

PRAYER, ufed by the Dean, for Mrs? 
Johnson *, in her laft ficknefs. 

Written in Q&ober 17. 17^7*- 

MOST merciful Father ! accept our humbleft 
prayers in behalf of- this thy languishing, 
fervant. Forgive the fins, the frailties-, and in* . 
firmities of her life paft. Accept' the good deeds 
flie hath done, in fuch a » manner, that at what* 
aver time thou flaalt pleafe to call her, fhe may 
F £ 3 be 

■ *" Mrs Jbhhfon was the daughter of Sir William Temple's 
ft e ward, and tKc concealed, but undoubted* wife of Dr Swiftl 
Sir William Temple bequeathed her, in his will, 1000I. as an 
acknowledgement of her father's faithful ferviees* I cannot tell - 
how long (he remained in England, or whether flic made more - . 
• journeys than one to Ireland, after Sir William TempleVdeath ; 
but, if my informations arc right, (he was married to Dr Swift: 
in the year 17 16,' by Dr Ame> then Bilhop of Clogher* 
* Stella was a moft amiable woman in mind and perfon. She ' 
had an elevated underftandmg, with all the delicacy and (oft* - 
uefs of her fex; Her voice, however fwcet in itfelf, was Gill 
Tendered more- harmonious by what fhe feid: Her wit - was poig- - 
nant, without fe verity. Her manners were humane, polite* 
eafy, and unrefcrved. Wherever me came, fhe attracted atten- 
tion and efteem. As virtue was her guide in morality, fincerity 
was her guide in religion.- She was content, but not oftenta- 
tious, in her devotions. She was -remarkably prudent in her- 
«onverlatioii. . She had great fkill in muiic, and was perfectly. 
vkU verfed in all the leflcr arts that employ VbSmju 
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be received into everlafting habitations. Give her 
grace to continue'fincerely thankful to thee, for 
the many favours thou haft beftowed upon her; 
the ability, and inclination; and pra&ice, to do 
good; and thofe virtues which have procured the 
efteem and love of her friends, and a moft un- 
fpotted name in the world. O God ! thou dif- 
penfeft thy bleffings, and thy punifhments, as' it 
becometh infinite juftice and mercy ; and fincc it 
was thy plealure to aifiift her with a long, con- 
ftant, weakly ftate of health, make her truly fen- 
fible, that it was for very wife ends, and was 
largely made up to her in other .bleffings, more 
valuable, and Ids common* Continue to her, 

O 

Her wit allowed her a fond of perpetual chearfulnefs : her pru- 
dence kept that chearfulnefs within proper limits. She exa£tty 
anfwered the deicription of Penelope in Homer : 

A woman tovekeft of the lovely kind, 
la body perfect and complete in mind. 

Such was Stella : Yet, with all thefc aecomplUhinents, <he» 
never could prevail upon Dr Swift to acknowledge her openly at 
his wife. A great genios muft tread in unbeaten paths, and 
deviate from the common road of lift; other wife furely a dia- 
mond of fo mech hiftre might have been puUiciy produced, al- 
though it had been fixed within- the collet of raatrimotiy. But 
the flaw which, in Dr Swift's eye, reduced the vale* of fuch a 
jewel, was the fervile (late of her father, who, at has been 
faid before, was a menial lervant to Sir William Temple* Am- 
bition and pride will, at any time, conquer reaioo and juftice; 
and each larger degree of pride, like the larger £fliet of prey, 
will devour all the leis. Thus the vanity of boatting fuch' a 
wife, was fuppreficd by the great cc vanity of keeping free from 
a low alliance. 

* Dr 
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O Lord? that finnnefs and canftanqr of mint* 
wherewith thou haft moft gracioufly endued her i 
together, with that contempt of worldly things 
and vanities* that flic hath fhewn in the whole 
conduft of her life. O AU-pewerfol Being, the 
leaft motion of whof&will can create or deftroy 
a world ! pity us, the mournful friends of thy 
diftrefled fervant, who fink under the weight of 
her prefent condition, and the fear of lofing the 
moft valuable of our friends. Reftore her to us* 
O Lord ! if it be thy gracious will; or infpire u» 
with conftancy and resignation, to fupport oui> 
felves under fo heavy an affliftion* Reftore her, 

O 

' Dr Swift and Mrs Johnfon continued the (ame ctcoaomy •£ 
life after marriage, which they had pnrfued before it. They 
lived in separate houfcs ; he remained at the deanry, — (he in- 
lodgings at a diftance from him, and on the other fide of the 
1 river Lifiey. Nothing appeared in their bchavioar inconfifient 
with decorum, or beyond the limits of Platonic love. They 
converted like friends, but they induftrioully took care to funv- 
mon witnefies of their conversion : A rule to which they ad- 
hered fo ftriaiy, that it would be difficult, if not irapoiible, tfr 
prove they had ever been together without fome third peribn. 

A conduft io extraordinary in' itself, always gives room for 
various comments and reflections. But however unaccountable 
this renunciation of marriage-rights might appear to the world, 
it certainly rofe not from any eonfeioufhefs of too near a con* 
fanguinity between him and Mrs- John&n, although the. general 
voice of same was willing to make them both the natural chil- 
dren of Sir William Temple. I am per&aded, that Dr Swift 
was not of that opinion ; becaufe the fame falie pride that in- 
duced him to deny the legitimate daughter of an obfeure icrvant, 
might have prompted him to own the natural daughter of ft 
eminent a man as Sir William Temple. 

There 

# 
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O Lord I for- die fete of thofe poof* Wiser, Bf 
fcjfing her, will be defolate ; and thofc fitk, whd» 
yiU not only want her bounty; but her care aikf 
tending; or elfe, in thy mercy, raife up forae 
other in her place, with equal difpofition, arid? 
better abilities. Lefien, O Lord 1* we befeech thee, 
her bodily pains, or give her a double ftrength of 
mind to fupport them. And if thou wilt foonr 
take her to thyfelf, turn our thoughts rather up* 
on that felicity which we hope (he (hall enjoys 
than upon that unfpeakable lofs we fhall endures 
Let her memory be. ever dear unto us; and the 

exampta 

There are acTions of which the true fources will' never b'e dis- 
covered! This perhaps is one; I have told yon the fad, in- 
the manner I have received it from fevcral of Swift's friends and 
relations; and I mutt* leave yotrto make your own obfervation*- 
vpon it. 

You may imagine, that a woman of Stella's delicacy muft- 
repine at inch an extraordinary titration. The outward ho- 
nours which (he received, are as frequently bellowed upon a 
sniftrefs, as upon a wife. She was abfoiuteiy virtutus ; and yet- 
vas obliged to fobmit to all the appearances of vice, except in 
the prefence of tiiofe few people who were witnefles of the cap- 
tious manner in which Ihe lived with her hufband, who icorned* 

. even to be married Hke any other man; 

Inward anxiety affeaed, by degrees, the calmnefs of her mindj 
and the ftrcngth of her body. She began to decline in her 
health, in the year 1724; and from the firft fymptoms of de- 

•cay, flie rather haftencd than flirunk- back in the defcenfj ta- 
citly pleafed to find her footfteps tending to that plice where- 
they neither marry, nor are given in marriage* She died towards 
the end of January 17*7-8, abfolutely deftroyed by the pe- 
culiarity of her fate; a fate which perhaps (he could not have 
incurred by an alliance with any other perfonin the world. Orrery y 
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example of her many virtues, as far as humaii 
infirmity will admk, our conftant imitation. Ac- 
cept, O Lord! thefe' prayers, poured' from th6 
very bottom of our hearts, in thy mercy, and for 
the merits of our blefied Saviour. Amen. 

A N O T H E R, written Ww'. 6. 1727 * 4 

O Merciful Father f who never affli&eft thy 
children, hut for their own good, and 
with juftice, over which thy mercy always pre- 
vailed!, either to turn them to repentance, or 
to punifh them in the prefent life, in order to re-' 
ward^them in a better : Take pity, we befeech 
thee, upon this thy poor affli&ed fervant, lan* 
guifhing fo long and fo grievoufly under the 
weight of thy hand. Give her ftrength, O Lord I 
to fupport her weaknefs, and patience to endure 
her pains, without repining at thy correction. 
Forgive every rafh and inconfiderate expreflion, 
which her anguifh may at any time force from 
her tongue, while her heart continueth in an en- 
tire fubmiffion to thy will. Supprefs in her,< O 
Lord! all eager defires of life $ and leflen her fears 
of death* by infpiring into her, an humble, yet - 
aflured hope of thy mercy. .Give her a fincere 
repentance for all her tranfgreffions and omifc 

fions, 

* Mrs Johnfoa, alias Stella,^ died on the a8th of January foU 
(#wing, in tnc44to yearofher age/' * * 
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fions, and a firm refolution to pafs the remainder 
of her life, in endeavouring, to her utmoft, to 
obfervc all thy precepts. We befcech thee, like* 
wife, to compofe her thoughts ; and preferve to 
her the ufe of her memory and reafoo, during 
the courfe of her ficknefs. Give her a true con- 
ception of the vanity, folly, and infignificancy of 
all human things ; and ftrengthen her, fo as to 
beget in her a fincere love of thee in the midft of 
her fufferings. Accept, and impute all her good 
deeds, and forgive her all thofe offences againft 
thee, which ihe hath fincerely repented of, . or, 
through the fraUty of memory, hath forgot* 
And now, O Lord ! we turn to thee in behalf of 
ourfelves, and the reft of our forrowful friends, 
Let not our grief afflift her mind, and thereby 
have an ill effoft on her prefent diftcmper. For* 
give the forrow and weaknefi of thofe among us, 
who fink under the grief and terror of lofing fo 
dear and uieful a friend. Accept and pardon our 
mod carneft prayers and wiflbes for her longer 
continuance in this evil world, to do what thou 
art pleafed to call thy fervice, and . is only her 
bounden duty ; that ihe may be ftill a comfort 
to us, and to all others, who will want the bene- 
fit of her converfation, her advice, her good offi- 
ces, or her charity. And fince thou haft pro* 
mifed, that where two or three are gathered to* 
gether in thy name, thou wilt be in the midft. of 
them, to grant their requeft ; O gracious Lord ! 
grant to us who are here met in thy name, that 
thofe requefts, which, in th/c utmoft fincerity and 

carnefir- 
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earndhiefs of our hearts, we have now made fax 
behalf of this thy diftrefled fervant, and of our-, 
felvts, may efiedaally be anfwered ; through the 
merits of Jefus Chrift, our Lord. Amen. 

BON MOTS be STELLA. 

A LADY of my intimate acquaintance both 
in England and Ireland, in which laft 
kingdom fhe lived from the eighteenth year of 
her age, twenty-fix years, had the moft an4 
fineft aceomplifhments of any perfon 1 ever knew 
of either fex. It was obferved by all her acquaint-* 
ancej that fhe never failed in company to fay 
the beft thing that was faid, whoever was by* 
yet her companions were ulually perfons of the 
beft underftanding in the kingdom. Some of 
us, who were her neareft friends, lamented that 
we never wrote down her remarks, and what tho 
French call ton mots. I will recolledt as many at 
I can remember. 

We were diverting ourfelves at a play called 
What is it. like * One perfon is to thinks and the 
reft, without knowing the thing, to fay what it 
is like. The thing thought on was the fpleen : 
She had laid it was like an oyfter.j and gave her 
reafon immediately, becaufe it was removed by 
taking fteel inwardly. 

Dr Sheridan, who fquandered more than he 
tepid afford, took out his purfe as he fat by the 

fire, 
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fire, and found \t was very hot: $he iaidj the. * 
reafon was, that his money burnt in his pocket. ' 
. She called to her fervants to know what IK 
fmell was in the kitchen i They anfwercd, they 
were making matches : Well, faid (he, I have 
heard matches were made in heaven ; but, by the 
brimftoae, one would think* they were made in 
hell. ' 

After fhe had been eating fome fweet thing, a 
little of it happened to ftick 1 dri Her lips. A 
gentleman told her of it, and offered to lick it 
off : She faid, No, Sir, I thank you ; I have a 
tongue of my own. • 5 " . . 

In the late King's time, a ge^tteinati ! ifked Jer- 
vas the painter, where he lived In 'Lbndbn f He 
anfwered, Next door to the King, (forWs houfe 
was near St James's.) The other wondering how 
that could be ; fhe faid, You miftake Mr Jervas, 
for he only means next door to the fign of a king. 

A gentleman who had been very filly ind pert 
In her company, at laft began to grieve at re- 
membering the lofs of a child lately dead. A 
biftiop fitting by comforted him, that he fhould 
be eafy* hecaufe the child was gone to "heaven* 
No, my Lord, faid fhe, that is it which moft 
grieves him, becaufe he is fiire taever to fee his 
child there. - 

Having feen fome letters writ by a king in a 
very large hand, and fome perfons wondering at 
them, fhe faid it confirmed the old faying, That 
kings had long hands. • 
~ i Dr 
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Dr Sheridan, famous for punning, intending 
to fell a bargain, faid, he had made a very good 
pun. Some body afked what it was ? Be answer- 
ed, My a — . The other taking offence, fhe in- 
fifted the Doctor was in the right j for every bo- 
dy knew that punning was his blind fide. 

When fhe was extremely ill, her phyficians 

. faid, Madam, you are near the bottom of this 
hill, but we will endeavour to get you up again., 
She anfwered, Doctor, I fear I {hall be out of 
jbreath before I get up to the top. 

A dull parfon talking of a very fmart thing, 
laid to another parfon as he came out of the pul- 
pit, he was hammering a long time, but could 
not remember the jeft. She being impatient, faid, 
I remember it very well, for I - was there, and 
the words were thefe : Sir, you have been blun- 
dering at a ftory this half-hour, and can neither 
«make head nor tail of it. 

A very dirty clergyman of her acquaintance* 
•who affected fmartnefs and repartee, was aiked 
•by fome of the company, how his nails came to 

, be fo dirty ? He was at a lofs ; but (he folved the 
•difficulty, by faying, The Doctor's nails grew 
dirty by fcratching him/elf. 

A Quaker apothecary fent ber a vial corked ; k 
had a broad brim, and a label of paper about its 
neck.. What is that, faid fhe* my apothecary's 
fon ? The ridiculous refemblance, and the fud- 
dennefs of the queftion, fet us all a-laughing. 
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THOUGHTS 

O N 

VARIOUS SUBJECTS*. 

• 

LAWS penned with the utmoft cure and 
exadtnefs, and in the vulgar language, are 
often perverted to wrong meanings; then why 
ihould we wonder that the Bible is fo ? 

Although men are accufed for not knowing 
their weaknefs, yet perhaps as few know their 
own ftrength. 

A man feeing a wafp creeping into a vial filled 
with honey, that was hung on a fruit-tree, faid 
thus : Why, thou fottifh animal, art thou mad 
to go into the vial, where you fee many hundred 
of your kind there dying before you ? The re- 
proach is juft, anfwered the wafp ; but not from 
you men, who are fo far from taking example 
by other people's follies, that you will not take 
warning by your own. If, after falling feveral 
times into this vial, and efcaping by chance, I 
(hould fall in again, I lhould then but refemble 
you. 

Aik 

♦ Theft Thugbts, and the Bom Mots it Stella, fctm to be 
i % part of fchcrldin's Colk&on ef Contcs a tvrt % and Sons Mcts. 
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An old mher kept a tame jack-daw, that ufcd 
to fteal pieces of money, and hide them in a 
hole ; which the cat obferving, afked, Why he 
would hoard up thofe round fhining things that 
he could make no ufe of i Why, faid the jack- 
daw, my mafter has a whole cheft-full, and 
makes no more ufe of them than I. 

Men are contented to be laughed at for their* 
wit, but not for their folly. 

If the men of wit and genius would refolvfe* 
tiever to complain in their works of critics and 
detractors, the next age would not know thaft 
they ever had any. 

After all the maxims and fyftems of trade and 
commerce, a ftander-by would think the affairs 
of the world were mod ridiculously contrived. 

There are few countries, which, if well culti- 
vated, would not fupport double the number of 
their inhabitants, and yet fewer, where one third 
part of the people are not extremely ftinted, even 
in the neceflaries of life. I fend out twenty bar- 
rels of corn, which would maintain a family in 
bread for a year, and I bring back in return a 
veffel of wine, which half a dozen good fellows 
would drink in lefs than a month, at the expence 
of their health and reafon* 

A motto for the Jefuits : 
4Jf#<r regio in Urris nojiri non plena lahoris t 

A man would have but few fpeftators, if he 
offered to {hew, for three-pence, how he could 
G g 2 thruf^ 
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4hmft a red-hot iron into a barrel of gunpowder, 
and it fhould not take fire *. 

Query, Whether churches are not dormitories 
pf the living, as well as of the dead ? 
. Harry Kiliegrew faid to Lord Wharton, (( You 
« would not fwear at that rate, if you thought 
u you were doing God honour." 

A copy of verfes kept in the cabinet, and only 
{hewn to a few friends, is. like a. Virgil much 
fought after, and admired ; but when printed and 
publifhed, is lUce a common whore, whom any 
body may purchafe for half a crown. 

Lewis XIV. of France, fpent his life in turning 
a good name into a great. 

Since the union of divinity and humanity is the 
great article of our religion, it is odd to fee fome 
clergymen, in their writings of divinity, wholly 
devoid of humanity. 

The Epicureans began to fpread at Rome in 
the empire of Auguftus, as the Socinians, and 
even the Epicureans too, did in England towards 
the end of King Charles II.'s reign j which is 
reckoned, though very abfurdly, our Auguftan 
age. They both feem to be corruptions occa- 
fioned by luxury and peace, and by politenefs 
beginning to decline. 

Sometimes I read a book with- pleafure, and 
deteft the author. 

At. a bookfeiler's fliop, fome time ago, I faw 
a book with this title, Poems by the author of the 

Choice. 

* Sec The wonder of wonders, in vol. vi. p. 6a. 
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Choice*. Not enduring to read a dozen lines,, 
I aiked the company with me, whether they had 
ever feen the book, or heard of the poem from 
whence the author denominated himfelf i Thejr 
were all as ignorant as I. But I find' it common 
with thefe fmall dealers in wit and learning, to 
give themfelves a title from their firft adventure,, 
as Don Quixote ufually drd from his laft. This, 
arifeth from that great importance, which every; 
man fuppofeth himfelf to be of«^ 

One Dennis, commonly called the critic who* 
had writ a three-penny pamphlet againft the. 
power of France, being in the country, and 
hearing of a French- privateer hovering about the 
coaft, although he were twenty miles from, the 
fea, fled to town, and told his friends, they need 
aot wonder at his hafte * for the King of France 
having got intelligence where he was, had fenfta 
privateer on purpofc to catch him fs 

Dr Gee, prebendary of Weftminfter,.who had 
writ a fmall paper againft Popery, being obliged 
to travel for hi* health,, affected to difguife his 
perfon, and change his name, as he pafied thro* 4 
Portugal, Spain and Italy ; telling, all the Englifli: 
he met* that he was afraid of being murdered,, 
or put into the inquifition. He was acting the 
feme farce at Paris, till Mr Prior (who was then; 
fecretary to the embafly) quite difconcerted tha 
Doctor, by malicioufly difcovering the fecret, and 
G. g. 3 offering.; 

* The Rev. Mr Pomfret, a diflenting minifter. 

f See An account oftU fbrenzy of John Dennis, in vol. viL p.. 301; . 
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offering to engage body far body, that not a 
creature would hurt him, or had ever heard of 
him or his pamphlet. 

A chambermaid to a lady of my acquaintance, 
thirty miles from London, had the very fame 
turn of thought. When talking with one of her 
fellow«fervants, fhe laid, " I hear it is all orcr 
" London already, that I am going to leave my 
" lady."" And fo had a footman, who being 
newly married, defired his comrade to tell him 
freely what the town faid of it. 

When fomebody was telling a certain great 
minifter, that people were difcontented 5 «* Poh V* 
faid he, " half a dozen fools are pratting in a 
" cofice-houfe, and' prefemly think their own 
M noife about their ears is made by the world/' 

The death of a private man is generally of fo 
little importance to the world, that it cannot be 
a thing of great importance in itfelf 5 and yet I 
do not obferve, from the pra&ice of mankind, 
that either philofophly or nature have ftfficienu 
ly armed us againft the fears which attend it. 
Neither do I find any thing able to reconcile us 
to it, but extreme pain, (hame, or defpair ; for 
poverty, imprifonment, ill fortune, grief, fick- 
nefs, and old age, do generally fail. 

Whence comes the cuttom of bidding a woman 
look upon her apron firings to find an excufe? 
Was it not from the apron of fig-leaves worn by. 
Eve, when, ihe covered hcrlelf, and was the firft 

of 
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of her fex who made a bad excufe, for eating the 
forbidden fruit i . 

I never wonder to fee men wicked, but I oftea 
wonder to fee them not afhamed. 

Do not we fee how eafily we pardon, our own 
attions and paffions, and the very infirmities of 
our bodies ? Why fhould it be wonderful to find 
us pardon our own dulnefs ? 

Dignity and ftation, or great riches, are in 
fome fort neceflary to old men, in order to keep 
the younger at a diftance, who are otherwife too 
apt to infult them upon the fcore of their age. 

There is no vice or folly that requires fo much 
nicety and ikill to manage, as vanity j nor an; 
which by ill management makes fo contemptible 
a figure. 

Obfervation is an old man's memory. 

Politics are nothing but corruptions, and are. 
confequently of no ufe to a good king, or a good, 
miniftry v for which reafon all courts are fo full, 
of politics. 

Eloquence fmooth and cutting, is like a razor 
whetted with oil. 

Imaginary evils foon become real ones, by in- 
dulging our reflections on them j as he who in. 
a melancholy fancy fees fomething like' a face on. 
the wall or the wainfcot, can,, by two or three 
touches with a lead pencil, make it look vifible^ 
and agreeing with what he fancied. 

Men of great parts are often unfortunate in 
the management of public bufinefs* becaufe they 

are 
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are apt to go out of the common road, by the 
quicknefs of their imagination. This I once faid 
to my Lord Bolingbroke, and defired he would 
obferve, that the clerks in his- office ufed a fort 
of ivory knife with a blunt edge, to divide a fheet 
of paper, which never failed to cut it even, only 
requiring a ftrong hand \ whereas, if they fhould 
make ufe of a fharp pen-knife, the iharpneft 
would make it go often out of the creafe, and- 
disfigure the paper. 

He who does not provide for his own houfe, St * 
Paul fays, is worfe than an infidel* And I thinky 
he who provides only for his own. houfe,. is juft 
equal with an infidel. 

Jeaioufy, like fire, may fhrivelf up horns, but 
it makes them ftink. 

A footman's hat fhould fly off to every body 
and therefore Mercury, who was Jupiter's foot- 
man, had wings^ fattened to his cap* 

When a man pretends love, but courts for mo* 
ney, he is like a juggler, who conjures away your 
fhilling, and conveys fbmething very indecent 
under the hat. 

All panegyrics are mingled with an infufion of" 
poppy. 

I have known men happy enough at ridicule^ 
who, upon grave fubjefts, were perfeftly ftupid ; 
of which Dr Echard of Cambridge, who writ 
The contempt of the clergy , was a great inftance. 

One top of ParnafTus was facred. to Bacchus,, 
Ae. other to Apollo. % 

Matrimony* 
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Matrimony hath many children ; Repentance, 
Difcord, Poverty, Jealoufy, Sicknefs, Spleen* 
Loathing, t*fc. 

Vifion is the art of feeing things invifible. 

The two maxims of any great man at court 
are, Always to keep his countenance \ and, Ne- 
ver to keep his word. 

I aiked a poor man how he did ? He faid, he 
was like a wafli-ball, always in decay. 

Hippocrates, aph. 32. feft. 6. obferves, that 
fluttering people are always fubjedt to a loofenefe. 
I wifli phyficians had power to remove the pro- 
fufion of words, in many people, to the inferior 
parts. 

A man dreamed he was a cuckold j a friend 
told him it was a bad fign, becaufe when a dream 
is true, Virgil fays it pafles through the horned 
gate. 

Love is a flame : And therefore we* fay, beauty 
is attra&ive ; becaufe phyficians obferve that fire 
is a. great drawer. 

CivtSf the moft honourable name among the 
Romans ; a citizen, a word of contempt among 
us. 

A lady who had gallantries and feveral chil- 
dren, told her hulband, he was like the auftere 
man, who reaped where he did not fow. 

We read that an afs's head was fold for eighty 
pieces of firver * they have been lately fold ten 
thoufand times dearer, and yet they were never 
more plentiful. 

I 
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I muft complain the cards arc ill fhuffied, till I 
have a good hand. 

Very few men do properly live at prefent, but 
are providing to live another time. 

When I am reading a book, whether wife or 
filly, it feems to me to be alive, and talking to 
me. 

Whoever live at a different end of the town 
from me, I look upon as perfons out of the 
world, — and only myfelf, and the fcene about 
me, to be in it. 

When I was young, I thought all the world, 
as well as myfelf, was wholly taken up in dif- 
courting upon the laft new play. 

My Lord Cromarty, after fourfcore, went to 
his country-houfe in Scotland, with a refolution 
to ftay fix years there, and live thriftily, in order 
to fave up money, that he might fpend in Lon- 
don. 

It is faid of the horfes in the vifion, that their 
power was in their mouths, and in their tails. 
What is faid of horfes in the vifion, in reality 
«nay be faid of women. 

Elephants are always drawn fmaller than the 
life, but a flea always larger. 

When old folks tell us of many paflages in 
their youth between them and their company, we 
are apt to think how much happier thofe times 
were than the prefent. 

Why does the elder fitter dance barefoot, when 
the younger is married before her ? Is it not that 

fhe 
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flie may appear fhorter, and confequently be 
thought younger than the bride ? 

No man will take counfel, but every man will 
take money : Therefore money is better than 
counfel. 

I never yet knew a wag (as the term is) who 
was not a dunce. 

A perfon reading to me a dull poem of his 
own making, I prevailed on him to fcratch out 
Ax lines together : In turning over the leaf* the 
ink being wet, it marked as many lines on the 
other fide ; whereof the poet complaining, I bid 
him be eafy, for it would be better if thofe were 
out too. 

At Windfor I was obferving to my Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, that the tower where the maids of ho- 
nour lodged (who at that time were not very 
handfome) was much frequented with crows* 
My Lord faid, it was becaufe they fmelt carrion* 
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THE 

Blunders, Deficiencies, Distresses, 

A N » 

Misfortunes of Qjjil-ca. 

Propofed to contain one and twenty volumes in quarto. 
Begun April 20. 1724. To be continued weekly, 
if due encouragement be given. 

. . TR uT one lock and a half in the whole houfe. 

The key of the garden-door loft. 

The empty bottles all uncleanable. 

The veffels for drink few and leaky. 
. The new houfe all going to ruin before it k 
finifhed. 

One hinge of the ftreet-door broke off, and 
the people forced to go out and come in at the 
back-door. 

"The door of the Dean's bed-chamber full of 
large chinks. 

The beaufet letting in fo much wind, that k 
almoft blows out the candles. 

The Dean's bed threatening every night to 
fall under him. 

The little table loofe and broken in the joints. 

The paffages open over head, by which the 
cats pafs continually into the cellar, and eat the 
1 Vi&uals ; 
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victuals s for which one was tried, condemned* 
•and executed by the fword. 

The large table in a very tottering condition. 

But one chair in the houfe fit for fitting on, 
«nd that in a very ill ftate of health. 

The kitchen perpetually crouded with favages. 

Not a bit of mutton to be had in the country. 

Want of beds, and a mutiny thereupon among 
the fervants, till fupplied from Kens. 

An egregious want of all the moil common 
ueceffary utenfils. 

Not a bit of turf this cold weather; and Mrs 
Johnfon, and the Dean in perfon, with all their 
Servants, forced to affift at the Hog in gathering 
up the wet bottoms of old clamps. 

The grate in the ladies bed-chamber broke, 
and forced to be removed, by which they were 
compelled to be without fire $ the chimney fmok- 
ing intolerably ; and the Dean's great coat was 
employed to ftop the wind from coming down 
the chimney, without which expedient they muft 
have been ftarved to death. 

A mefienger fent a mile to borrow an old 
broken tundifh. 

Bottles ftopped with bits of wood and tow, , 
inftead of corks. 

Not one utenfil for a fire, except an old pair 
pf tongs, which travels through the houfe, and 
is likewife employed to take the meat out of the 
pot, for want of a ftefh-fork. 

Vol. XI. H h Evety 



/ Etcry fervant an arrant thief as to victuals and 

drink, and every comer and goer as arrant a thief 
of every thing he or (he can lay their hands on. 

The fpit blunted with pocking into bogs for 
timber, and tears the meat to pieces. 
. Bellum atque foeminam : Or, A kitchen-war 
between nurfe and a nafty crew of both fexcs ; 
{he to prcferve order and cleanlinels, they to 
deftroy both * and they generally are conquerors. 

April 28. This morning the great fore-door 
quite open, dancing backwards and forwards 
with all its weight upon the lower hinge, which 
muft have been broken, if the Dean had not 
accidentally come and relieved it. 

A great hole in the floor of the ladies chamber, 
every hour hazarding a broken leg. 

Two damnable iron-fpikes ereft on the Dean's 
bed-ftead, by which he is in danger of a broken 
fliin at ruing and going to bed. 

The ladies, and Dean's fervants, growing faft 
into the manners and thieveries of the natives : 
The iadies themfelves very much corrupted ; the 
Dean perpetually florming, and in danger of 
p ither lofing all his flefli, or (inking into barbari- 
ty, for the fake of peace. 

fyfrs Dingly full of cares for herfelf, and blun- 
ders and negligence for her friends : Mrs John- 
fon lick and helpleft : The Dean deaf and fret- 
ting; the lady's maid awkward and clumfyj 
Robert lazy and forgetful : William a pragmati- 
cal, 
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cal, ignorant, and conceited puppy 5 Robin and 
nurfe the two great and only fupports of the 
family. 

Bellutn laEleum ; or, The milky battle, fought 
between the Dean and the crew of Quilca : The 
latter infifting on their privilege of not milking 
till eleven in the forenoon ; whereas Mrs Johnfon 
wanted milk at eight for her health. In.thi* 
battle the Dean got the victory 5 but the crew of 
Quilca begin to rebel again ; for it is this day al- 
rooft ten o'clock, and Mrs Johnfon hath not got 
her milk. 

A proverb on the lazinefs and lodgings of the 
fervants : The worfe their Jfye f the longer they Re. 

Two great holes in the wall of the ladies bed- 
chamber, juft at the back of the bed, and one of 
them dire&Iy behind Mrs Johnfon's pillow, either 
of which would blow out a candle in the calmeft. 
day. 
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A modeft Defence of a late Poem by an 
unknown author, called, Th$ LadyV 
Dressing-Room *. 

Written in tht year 173a* 

[The poem on the Lady's drefling-room having given, 
offence to a few fqueainifh ladies, andfome fine gen- 
tlemen, // was thought proper to puBli/h the fellow* 
ing defence.] 

A Poem, or pamphlet, published iathis king- 
dom without a name, will not long want 
one, if the paper maketh a noife. 

There is a certain perfon of diftmftion among 
us, who is conjectured to have written man; 
things, both in profe and verfe, for the fervice 
of the nation, which undoubtedly were publiiHed 
with his own confent. It is alfo believed, that 
he has compofed others occafionaliy, for the a- 
jnufement of himfelf and a few intimate friends ; 
which, by the indifcretion of others, were, from 
flplen and incorrect copies, dragged into light. 

But I hold it for certain, that a much greater 
number have, by the boldnefs of printers, and 
the want of judgment in readers , been char- 
ged upon that author, wherein he never had the 
fmalleft finger, as I am affined he hath often 
declared > and, which is remarkable, was as free 

in 

♦ Sec this poem in tol, ii. p. 3$. 
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in difbwning fome writings charged upon hkn> 
of which he had no reafon to be afhamed, as he 
could be of the meaneft productions of Hiber- 
nian Grub-ftreet. 

As to thofe fatal verfes, called The Lad/s drefi 
Jing-room % which have fo highly inflamed the 
whole fex, (except a very few of better judg- 
ment) \ as I can by no means juftify the vulgar 
opinion, that feemeth to fix it upon a perfon fo 
well known for works of a very different nature ; 
fo I cannot but lament the prevailing ill tafte 
among us, which is not able to difcover that ufe- 
fiil fatire running through every line, and the 
matter as decently wrapped up as it is poflible the 
fubjeft could bear. 

CleanVtnefs hath, in all polite ages and' nations* 
been efteemed the chief corporal perfection ia 
women ; as it is welt known to thofe who are con- 
verfant with the ancient poets. And lb it is ftiit 
among the young people of judgment and fo- 
briety, when they are difpofed to marry. And I 
do not doubt* but that there is a great number 
of young, ladies in this town and kingdom, who A 
in reading that poem, find great complacency ia 
their, own minds, from a confeioufnefs that the 
fatirical part in the Lady's dreffmg-room doth not 
in the leaft affect them. 

Wherefore it is manifeft, that no poem wa* 
ever written with a better defign for the fervice 
of the fex : Wherein our author hath obferved* 
to a titde, the precepts of his matter Horace*,' 
U h 3 or„ 
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or, indeed, rather hath gone very far beyond 
him, in the struck of decency. 

That great poet, inftru&ing us what actions are 
fitted to be produced openly upon the fcene, and 
which are mod proper to be only related to the 
audience, goeth many lengths beyond the author 
of the Lad// drejfing-room : For, . at the fame 
inftant when he faith, fome aftions fhould not 
appear a& done upon the ftage, he allows, they 
may be recited with pleafure and elegance s and 
yet when he cometh to particulars, his recital is 
extremely grofs, and fo are his very precepts 
which forbid the a&ions. Thus if our infinitely 
more modeft author had imitated his mafter*sjlyle 9 
the whole world might, with great appearance of 
reafon, have been up in arms againft him. 

Therefore, to fet thefe two poets in a true light, 
I have ventured, for the fatisfa&ion of both 
fexes, to tranflate, as literally as I could, ten lines 
in Horace upon the very fame fubjeft, which our 
author hath handled with a decency fo far fupe- 
rior to his Roman matter. 

To juftify the truth of my tranflation, I defire 
all fine gendemen and ladies will appeal from me 
to the information of the learned, that I may 
be wholly clear from the lead cenfure of mifre- 
prefenting fo great an authority ; for, indeed, if 
I have been guilty of any fault, it is in palliating 
the grofe expreffions in the original, and foften- 
ing them very much to the politenefs of the pre- 
Jent age. 

The 
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. , . The Latin is word for word as follows t " 
.Aut agitur res fcenis, aut afia refcrtur* 
Segnius irritant amnios demijfa per auretn, 
Quam qua funt oculis fubjefta fidelibus, et qua 
Jpfejibi tradit fpettator. Non tame* infuj 
Digna geri promes in fcenafu ; mult aque to lies 
—jEx oculis, qua mox narret facundia prafens* 
Nec pueros coram populo Medea trucidet ; 
Aut humana palam coquat exta nefarius Atreus. 
Aut in avetn Progne vertetur 9 Cadmus in anguetH* 
S$uodcunque oftendis mihific, incredulus odi. 

The literal tranflation whereof ia thus i 
Some ladies do their need before your face : 
Some only tell the attion and the place* 
Our mind is lefs provok'd by what it heart, 
Than what the fa& before our eyes appears* 
In clofet dark 9 your cedar-box be hid ; 
Not in a parlour (hewn without the lid. . 
Some afiions muft be always out of fight, 
Yet, elegantly told, may give delight. . , 

Nurfe muft not hold the child, and cry Eee Hee y 
When Madam and their friends are o'er their tea* 
Atreus, with ladies by, miftakes his wit, 

In new-born t- s to run a red-hot fpit. 

Mifs Progne muft not cry, A bird, a bird I - 

Before good company, and mew a t d. 

Cadmus, who voids out worms of monftrous fize, 
In meer good manners mould deceive our eyes ; 
Muft do his dirty work behind the fcene, 
And ere he mews the vermin, wipe then* clean. 
To bring fuch odious objects full in view, 
Though fools may laugh, 'twill make a wife man fpue. 

I 
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I defire the reader will compare the lead ex- 
ceptionable, lines in the Lady's dreJfing-room 9 with 
the leaft offenfivc of theft in Horace ; although 
purged by me, as much as could confift with 
preferving the true fenfe of the original. Yet 
this was the great majter of politenefs in the Roman 
empire, at the time it flourifhed moft in arts and* 
arms. 

Horace, you fee, makes u(e of the plain flo- 
venly words, which our decent IriQi poet indu- 
ftrioufly avoideth, and fkippeth over a hundred 
dirty places, without fouling his ihoes. Horace, 
on the contrary, plainly caileth a fpade, a fpade % 
when there was not the leaft neceffity ; and when, 
with equal eafe, as well as fignificancy, he might 
have exprefled his meaning in homely terms, fit 
for the niceft ears of a queen or a ducbe/k 

I do therefore pofitively decide in favoui; of 
our Hibernian bard, upon the article of decency ; 
and am ready to defend my propofition againft 
all mankind : That, in the ten lines of Horace, 
here faithfully and favourably tranflated, there 
are ten times more Jlovenly cxpreffions, than in 
the whole poem called The Ladfs drejjing-room. 
And for the truth of this propofition, I am ready 
to appeal to all the young ladies of the kingdom, 
or to fuch a committee as my very adverfaries ffiall 
appoint. 



The 
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The ADDRESS of the Inhabitants of 
the liberty of the Dean and Chapter of 
.St Patrick's, Dublin 

WE, the inhabitants of the liberty of the 
Dean and Chapter of St Patrick's, Du- 
blin* and the neighbourhood of the fame, having 
been informed, by univcrfal report, that a cer- 
tain man of this city hath openly threatened and 
fworn, before many hundred people, as well per* 
fons of quality as others, that he refolves, upon 
the firft opportunity, by the help of feveral ruf- 
fians, to murder or maim the Reverend the Dean 
of St Patrick's* our neighbour* benefa&or, and 
head of the liberty of St Patrick's, upon a fri- 
volous unproved fufpicion, of the faid Dean's 
having, written forae lines in verfi: refle&ing on 
the faid man. 

Therefore we, the faid inhabitants of the faid 
liberty, and in the neighbourhood thereof, from 
our great love and rcfpeft to the faid Dean, to 
whom the whole kingdom hath fo many obliga- 
tions, as well as we of the liberty, do unani- 
snoufly declare, That we will endeavour to defend 
the life and limbs of the faid Dean, againft the 
(aid man, and all his ruffians and murderers, as 
far as the law will allow , if he, or any of them, 
prefutne to come into the faid liberty, with any 
wicked malicious intent, againft the houfe, or fa- 
Daily, or perfon, or goods of the faid Dean. To 

which 

• See an account of the occafion of this addrefi, and the an- 
fwer, in Dr Swift's life; prefixed to vol L 
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which we have chearfully, fincercly, and heartily 
fet our hands. 

The Dean being in -bed, very much indifpofed, 
and not able to receive the Cud pcrfons, dictated 
the following anfwer : 
Gentlemen, 

I receive, with great thankfulnefs, thefe many 
kind expreffions of your concern for my fafety, 
as well as your declared refolution to defend me 
(as far as the laws of God and man will allow) 
againft all murderers and ruffians, who (hall at- 
tempt to enter into the liberty with any bloody or 
wicked defigns, upon my life, my limbs, my 
houfe, or my goods. Gentlemen, my life is in 
the hands of God ; and whether it may be cut off 
by treachery, or open violence, or by the corn-* 
mon way of other men, as long as it continues* 
I lhail ever bear a grateful memory for this fa- 
vour you have fhewn, beyond mf expeftation* 
and almoft exceeding my wifhes. The inhabit- 
ants of the liberty, as well as thofe of the neigh- 
bourhood, have lived with me in great amity for 
near twenty years j which I am confident will 
never diminiih during my life. I am chiefly fer- 
ry, that, by two cruel diforders of deafhefs and 
giddinefs, which have purfued me for four 
months, I am not in a condition either to hear, or 
to receive you, much left to return my rooft fin- 
cere acknowledgements, which in jufticc and gra- 
titude I ought to do. May God Weft you and 
your families in this world, and make you for 
ever happy in the next. 
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A 

LETTER 

From the GRAND MISTRESS of the 
Female Free Masons, 

To GEORGE FAULKNER, Printer. 

Ixion, impious, lewd, profane, 
JBright Juno woo'd, but nvoo'd in vain* 
Long bad be languijh'd for the dame, 
'Till Jove at length, to quench his flame. 
Some fay fir fear, feme fay for pity, 
Sent him a cloud like Juno pretty, 
As like as if 'twere drawn by painters* 
On which he got a race of Centaurs* 
A btite, fuotb V £ * u — ^— — 

A. B. C. lib. 6. p. io7* 

SEEING it is of late become a fafhion in town, 
in writing to ail the world, to addrefs to 
yon ; our fociety of Female Free Mafons has aifo 
chofen you for our Printer ; and fo, without 
preface, art, or embellifhment, (for .truth and 
a ftort paper needs none of them), our female 
lodge has the whole myftery as well as any lodge 
in Europe, with proper inftruftions in writing ; 
and, what will icem more ftrange to you, with- 
out 
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trot the leaft taint of perjury. By this time any 
reader, who is a tnafon, will, I know, laugh, and 
not without indignation. But that matters ngt 
much* our fex has long owed your's this good 
turn. Tou refufed to admit (^Elizabeth, and 
even Semiramis Queen of Babylon, though each 
of them (without punning) had a great deal of 
male fiejb upon their bodies : But at laft you will 
be forced to own we have it % and thus it was we 
came by it. 

A gentleman, who is a great friend to all our 
members, who has fince inftrufted and formed 
us into a lodge, and whom we therefore call our 
guardian, fell in lately with a lodge <of Free Mafons 
at Omagh in Ulfter. They prefled him hard to 
come into their fociety, and at length prevailed. 
They wanted an Old Tefiament to fwear him by. 
The inn-keeper's Bible, having both Old and New 
bound up together, would not do : For the Free 
Mafons oath being of much older date than the 
Uew Tefiament, that is, from the building of So- 
lomon's temple, (for till then it was but a pro- 
tection well larded over with curfes and execra- 
tions), they are always fworn on the Old Tefia- 
ment only. They offer to buy the fellow's B'Me 
He confents ; but. finding they wpre to cut away 
the New Tefiament from the Old, concluded them 
at once a pack of profane wretches, and very 
pioufly refcued his Bible. This cuftom of fwearing 
on the Old Tejlament only, is what has given birth 
lo the vulgar error, That Free Maf&ms renounce 
i the 
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the New Tefiament. So they proceed on the reft 
of the ceremony} deferring the oath till next 
morning, one of them having an Old Teftanunt 
for the purpofe, at his houfe hard by. This, it 
is true, was a heinous blonder againft the canons 
of Free Mqfonry* But the gentlemen were far 
gone vb punch and wbifo In fhort, our friend 
- and prefent guardian is made a Fret, but unfwom 
Mafon, and was three hours gone on his journey 
next morning, before the merry Free Majbm 
awoke to fend for their Old Tefiament; and, what 
was worfib, they had taught him the form of 
the oath, againft he was to fwear in the morn* 
ing- 

New* as to the (ecret words and figpals ufed 
among Free Mcfons, k is to be obferved, that in the 
Hebrew alphabet, (as our guardian has informed 
our lodge in writing), there are four pair of leu 
ten, of which each pair is fo like, that, at firft 
view, they ieem to be the iame \ Beth and Caph % 
Gimel and Nun, Cbetb and Thau, Daletb and 
Refib ; and on thefe depend all their figwls and 

Cbetb and Thau are fhaped like two (landing 
gallowfes, of two legs each. When two mafons 
accoft each other, one cries Cbetb, the other an- 
Cwers Tbaui fignifying, that they would fooner 
be haaged on the gallows than divulge the /ecret. 

Then again Beth and Caph are each like a gal- 
lows lying on one of the fide-pofts, and, when 
ufcd as above, imply this pious prayer : May all 
Vol. XT. I i wb^ 
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who reveal the (ecret, hang upon the gallows till it 
* fall/down* This is their mafter-fecret, generally 
called the great word. 

Dalcth and Refch are like two haif-gallowfes, 
or a gallows cut in two at the crofs ftict on top ; 
by which, when pronounced, they intimate to each 
other, that they would rather be half-hanged, 
than name either word or Jignal before any but a 
brother, fo as to be underftood. 

When one fays Gimel, the other anfwers Nun • 
then the firft again joining both letters toge- 
ther, repeats three times, Gimel-Nun, Gimel-Nun, 
Gimfl-Nun ; by which they mean, that they ate 
united as one, in interefts, fecrecy, and affeftion. 
This laft word has in time been depraved in the 
pronunciation, from Gimel-Nun to Gimelum, and 
at laft to Gtblun, and fometimes Giblin : which 
word being 1>y fome accident difcovered, they 4 
now-a-days pretend it is but a mock-word. 

Another of their words has been maimed in 
the pronunciation by the illiterate ; that is, the 
letter Lantech, which was the hujh-word ; for, 
when fpoke by any brother in a lodge, it was a 
warning to the reft to have a care of lifteners. - 
It is -now corruptly pronounced Lan ; but the 
tnafons pretend this alfo is a mock-word, for the 
fame reafon as Giblin. This play with the He- 
brew alphabet is very antiently called the Mana- 
boleth. 

When one brother orders another to walk like 
a ma/on, he muft walk four fteps backwards ; 

' four, 
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four, becaufe of the four pair of letters already 
mentioned ; and backwards, becaufe the Hebrew ~ 
is writ and read backwards. 

As jo their myfierious grips, they are as follows : 
' If they be in company, where they cannot With 
fafety fpeak the above words, they take eachr 
other by the hand ^ one draws one of the letter* 
of the Manaboleth with his finger on the other'* 
hand, which he returns a» in fpeaking* . 

It is worth obferving, that a certain lodge in* 
town publifhed fome time- ago a flieet full of 
tnoci-tnafonry, purely to puzzle and banter the 
town, with feveral felfe figns and words, as 
Mada, or Adam writ backwards,, Boas, Nim- 
rod, Jakins, Peroral, Guttural, &c% but not one 
word of the real ones, as you fee by w,hat has 
been faid of the Manaboleth. 

After JKLing James VI. *s acceffion to the throne 
of England, he revived tnafonry, of which he 
was grand-mafier both in Scotland and England : 
It had been entirely fupprefled by Queen Eliza^ 
beth, becaufe {he could not get into the fecret. 
All perfons of quality, after the example of the 
King, got themfelves admitted Free Mafons ; but 
they made a kind of Manaboleth in Englifh,. 
in imitation of the true and antient one j as 
L O. U. H. a gold key ; / owe you each a gold 
key ; H. CCCC. his ruin. Each forefees his ruin. 
I. C. U. B. YT. for me, / fee you be too wife 
for me. And a great deal more of the* fame 
fbolifh ftuff, which took its rife from a filly 
I i 2 jMH* 
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pm upon Ac word But for 700 waft know) 

That>- — ' 
—A bee has, in aU ages and nation*, bee* 
Ac grand Merogiyptic of mafimry^ becauft k ex- 
cels all other living creatures in the contrivance 
and commodkmfnefs of its habitation or comb / at, 
naaong many other authors, Dr M r Gregor, now 
profeflbr of Mathematics ia Cambridge, {as o« 
guardian informs us) hath karoedfy demonftitti* 
ed : Nay, mafinrj or luU&ng &ems to be the very 
eflence or nature of the bet; for* her building 
not the ordinary way of ill other living creature*, 
is the generative cauft which produces the young 
ones \ (you know, I fuppofe, that boos are of 
neither fix. ) 

For this radon, the Kings of Frmce^ both 
Pagans and ChrifHans^ always eminent Free Mm* 
fins, carried three bees for their arvu. But, to 
avoid the imputation of the Egyptian idolatry of 
wor&ipping a bee t Oodovteus, their fk^Chrifliaw 
King, called them Mies, or Jtower-deJaces >• m 
which, notwichftanding the fmall change made* . 
for difguife &ke, there is ftHl the exad figure of 
a bee. You have perhaps read of a great nuti*» 
ber of golden bees found m the coffin of a 
gan King of France near Bruflcls, many ages 
after Christ, which he had ordered fhould be 
buried with him, in token of his having been a 
ntajbn. 

The Egyptians, always excellent and antient 
Free Mafons, paid divine worifhip to a hee 9 under 
the outward fhape of a ball, the better to conceal 

the 
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the myftery ; which bull, by them called is 
the Latin word for a ta?. The anigma reprefeynU 
ing thejree by a confifts in this, That, ac- 
cording to the do&rine of the Pythagorean lodg* 
of Free Mafons, the fouls of all the cow-kind 
tranfmigrate into bees;, as one Virgil, a poet 
much in favour with the. Emperor. Auguftus, be* 
caufe of his profound flrill in tnofonry, has de»- 
fcribed i and Mr Drydcn has thus Jhowedi i. 

A rHtaeus^ 

Four altars raifes ;. from his herd he culls: 

For (laughter four the faireft of his bulls, : 

Four heifers from his female ftore he took*, 

All fair, and all unknowing of. the yoke ; 

Nine mornings thence, with facrifice and prafht- 

^The gods invok'd, he to the grove repairs*. 

Behold a prodigy ! for from within 

The broken bowels and the bloated -flan* 

A buzzing noife -of bees his ears alarms ; 1 

Straight iflue thro* the fides aflbnbling fwarms, He:. 

■t 

• What modern tnafons call -a lodge % was, forth© 
above reafons, by antiquity, called a Hivb of- 
Brie. Mufohs : And, for the fame reafonsj when * 
a duTenfion happens in a lodge i the. going offjf, 
and forming another lodge > is to this day called'. 
Swarming. 

Our guardian is of opinion, that the prsfent 
tnafenry is fo tarnifhed by the ignorance of the> 
working and fome other illiterate mafins,, that*, 
very many, even whole lodges,* fall under th*: 
I i- 3 , cenfure? 
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teiifmc of die venerable -Chinefe hraelmmn, whxrfe I 
hiftory of the rife, progrcfs, and decay of Fret 1 
Mafonry, writ in the Chinefe tongue, is lately I 
tramlated into a certain European language. This I 
Chmefe fage fays, the greateft part of current I 
judge of the myfteriei and ufe of that fa- j 
cred art, juft as a man, perfectly hlhetmte, judges ; 
of an excellent book ; in which, when opened to 
him, he finds no other beauties, than the regular 
uniformity in every page, the exa&ne£ of the 
lines in length and equi-diftance, and blackhds 
of the %nk % and whitenefs of the paper ; or, as 
the famous Britifh Free Ma/on, Merlin, fays of 
the ftars in the firmament, when viewed by a 
child, EsV. Bat I fhail not trouble you with the 
length of a quotation at prefent, becaufe Mer- 
lin and Friar Bacon on Free Mafonry, are foon tc 
be drefled up in modern Engltfh, and fold by 
our printer Mr Faulkner, if duly encouraged by 
fubfcribers % and alfo a key to Raytmyndus LuHius] 
without whofe help, our guardian fays, it is 
impoflible to come at the qwnte&ace *f Free 

Sue forae will perhaps objeft, How came your 
vnfworn guardian by this refined and uncommon; 
knowledge in the great art ? To which I aofwer, 

That 

The branch of the hdge of Solomon's tsmple, 
afterwards called The lodge $f St John xfJtrufiOsHh, 
on which our guardian fortunately hit, i?, as I 
can eafily prove, the andeotcft and puceft now 

oa 
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I- t» earth * from whence came the finmis bid 

- Sc6ttifk /*djpr of Kii*vmnitjg 9 of which all the 
kings of Scotland have been from time to time 
grand mafters, without interruption/ dowq from 
the days of Fergus, who reigned there more than 
two thonfand years ago, long before the knights 
trf St John of Jerufalem, or the knights of Mal- 
ta $ to which two hdgei I muft nevertheless allow 
the honour of having adorned the ancient Jewish 
and Pagan mqfrnry with many religious and Chfi- 
£Han rules. 

Fergus being eldeft ion to the chief king of 
Ireland, was carefully inftru£fed in aU the arts 
and fciences, efpectally in the natural raagk, and 
the cabflliftical philofophy, (afterwards catted the 
Rcficrujian by the Pagan Druids of Ireland and 
Mcraa, the only true vaba&tjht then extabt in the 
wftern world. (For they had it immediately 
from the Phoenicians, Chaldeans, and Egyptians, 
which I, though but a woman, can prove.) The 
Egyptians probstbly had it immediately from. A- 
braham, as the fcripture plainly hints in the life 
of that patriarch and it is allowed, Ima told* 
by men of learning, that the vcatH^ as well as 
mrd philofephy of all the Pagans, was well be~ 
sprinkled and enriched from theeatoaliftical fchool 
©f the patriarchs, and afterwards by the Yahnti- 
difts, and other inferior Rabbins, though die pre- 
vailing idolatry of thofe days much depraved and 
vitiated it. * 

Fergus, before his defcent upon the Pifts in 
Scotland, raUed that famous ftrufture* called to 

thia 
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this day Carrick-Fergus % after his name, the mofir 
myfterious piece of archkedurc now oa- earthy 
(not excepting the pyramids of the Egyptian 
mafons, and their hieroglyphics, or Free Majbns 
•figns j) as any ikilful Free Ma/on may eafily per*- 
xeive, by examining it: according to the rules of 
•the art* He buik k as a lodge for bis college 
of Free Mafim, in thofc days called Druids: 
which word, our guardian affiires ue> fignifies an 
-oai in the Greek language, becaufe oak is one of 
the beft timber trees for building, of which 
(efpecially the marine 7 archke&ure) the Druids* 
were the only maftcr*, though your modern terms 
of mafon implies no more than a worker iaftane^, 
crroneoufly enough indeed, or at leaft far fhor* 
rof the true and ancient term of Druid; fihee; 
the marine archite&ure, the moft ufeful branch; 
of the facred art, correiponds naturally and per- 
fe£tiy with the word Druid, or wrier in mi^ 
and hath nothing at all to do with ftones of ^ny? 
kind 5 till Jafon, a famous Druid, or Free Ma/on^. 
• «fed the load/lone, when: he went in queft of the: 
^golden Jleece y 2& it is called in the enigmatical, terms 
of Free Mafomy, or, more properly fpeaking^ 
of the cahalay as mafonry was called, in thofe days* 
The ufe of the load/lone was then, and long after j , 
•kept as fecret as any of the other myfteries of the 
art, till, by [the unanimous content* of all the 
.great lodges, the ufe of it was made public, for 
the common benefit of mankind. Jafon's artifi* 
rial frog had it fixed in his mouth ; and having z . 
free, fwing in anjoaken bowl, half filled with wa*> < 

ter^ 
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tor, always feed the North pole ; which gave r ifc 

. CD the poetical fable, that Jafon*s frog was a Uttk 
familiar, or yfcw demo*, prefidiag wer die naviga* 
cion, Hfce any other angelnguardian ; for 
Mafonsy m all ages, as wett as bow, have teen 
looked upon to deal with fprites or demons. And 
hence came that imputation which tfaey hare ia 
many nations kin under, of being ceryurers, or 
magkims j wimefs Merlin and Friar Bacon. 

It is perhaps further worth remarking, that 
Jafon took one of the two facred vocal oaks of 
the grove of Dodona, to make the ied of the 
•ifrg©/* for fb his fliip was called $ myftetioufly 
joining together etrcbhe&ure or mafonry y and the 
Drtddtcal priefthood, or power of explaining the 
oracles. For our guardian will have it fc, that 
the Pagan priefthood was always in the druids of 
tnqfins, and that there was a perceivable glimmer* 
ing of the JetriQi rites in it, though much cor- 
rupted, as I faid; that the Pagan wor&ip was 
chiefly in groves of oak ; that they always looked 
upon the oak as facred to Jupiter ; which notion 
is countenanced (making allowance for the Pa- 
ganifm) by the patriarchs; for you fee m Genefis, 
that Abraham facrificed under the oah of Manure, 
Jofliua indeed took a great ftone, and put it up 
under the oak; emblematically joining the two 
great elements of mafonry, to Taife an altar for 
the L OH D. 

Our guardian atfo fays, that Caefar's defcriji- 
fion of the Druids of Gaul, is as exa£l a pi£hir$ * 
of a lodge of Free Mafons as can poffiWy be drawn. 

His 
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His reafons for the Manaboleth are the better 
worth difcovering, for that I believe there are 
even fome mafons who know nothing of it, viz* 
That it hath been an ancient practice among the 
cabaltjtic philofophers, to make every Hebrew letter 
a hieroglyphic, myftcrious in its figure above all 
other letters, as being thus fhaped and formed by 
the immediate directions of the Almighty, where- 
as all other LETTERS are of human invention. 
, Secondly, That the Manaboleth has a very 
clofe and unconftrained analogy with ma/onry or 
architecture: for that every letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet, as alfo of the Syriac, Chaldaic, and 
Irifh alphabets, derived from it, have their names 
from timber-trees except fome few which have 
their names from Jloness and I think it is pretty 
plain, that timber and Jlone are as much the ele- 
ments of mafonry, as the alphabet is of books ; 
which is a near relation enough between archi- 
tecture and learning of all kinds, and naturally 
(hews why the Druids, who took tl^eir title from 
a tree, kept learning and architecture jointly with- 
in themfelves. 

Next week fliall be publiflied, the Free Mafons 
path, with t^e remarks upon it of a young clergy- 
man, who has petitioned to be admitted chaplain 
to our lodge i which is to be kept at Mrs Prater's 
female coffce-houfe, every Tuesday, from nine 
in the morning to twelve, and the tenth day of 
every month in the year 5 where all ladies of true 
hearts, and found morals, {hall be admitted with- 
out fwearing. 

I 
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I think it proper to infert the Free Mafont 
SONG, commonly fung at this meeting; though, 
by the bye, it is of as little fignification as the reft 
of their fecrets. It was writ by one Anderfon, 
as our guardian informs me, juft to put a good 
glofs on the myftery, as you may fee by the words* 



c 



O N G. 
I. 

10 ME let ub prepare, 
We Brothers that are 
AiTembled on merry occafion ; 
Let's drink, laugh, and ling, 
Our wine has a fpring ; 
Here's a health to an Accepted MASON. 

II. 

The world is in pain 

Our fecrets to gain, 
And ftili let them wonder and gaze on ; 

They ne'er can divine 

The word or the fign 
Of a Free and an Accepted MASON. 

III. 

'Tis this, and 'tis that, 

They cannot tell what, 
Why fo many great men of the nation 

Should aprons put on, 

To make themfelves one 
With a Free and an Accepted MASON. 
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IV. 

Graft Kings, Dakcs, and Lords, 

Hart laid by their fwords* 
Our myft'ry to put a good grace on, 

And ne'er been aflwa'd 

To hear thcra&lvet nam'd 
With a Free and an Accepted MASON. 

V. 

Antiquity's pride 

We have on our fide, 
And it maketh men. juft in their flation ; 

There's nought but what's good % 

To be undcrfteod 
By a Free and an Accepted MASON* 

VL 

Then join hand in band* 

To each other firm ftand ; 
Let's be merry, and put a bright face on. 

What mortal can boaft 

So noble a toaft, 
As a Free and an Accepted MASON. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
Mr Faulkner, 

Our Lodge unanimoufly defire you will give 
their fincere refpefts to your ingenious Dkapier, 
to whofe pen we, as well as the reft of the nation, 
own ourfclves obliged. If he be not already a 
Free Ma/on, he fhall be welcome to be our de- 
puty-guardian. 

Tour humble fervant, 

Thalestris. 

T/rif eht Tfugua NilbucL 



i 3*5 > 



T H E • •' 

LAS T WIL L 

OF 

D R. SWIFT, Dean of St Pwrick^ 
in Dublin *• 

f N the name of God, Amen. I Jonathan 

Ml Swift, Doctor in Divinity, and Dean of 
the Cathedral Church of St Patrick'*, thiblki, 
being at this prefent of ieund romd, although 
-weak .in body, do here make my Laft Will and 
Teftament, hereby revoking all my former wills. 
Vol. XL . i Kk Imprimis^ 

* Swift's Will, like ajU&ts other writings, is drawn up m htt 
-own peculiar manner. Evep in to ferious a compofitian, he can* 
not help indulging him'felf, in leaving legacies that carry with 
A them an air of raillery and jell. He difpofes of his three hats 
(his'beft, his fecond bed, and his third beft bearer) with an 
ironical folemnity, that renders the bequefts ridiculous. He be- 
queaths " to Mr John Grattan a filver box," &c [p. 3£;.] 
But his legacy to Mr JLobert Gfattan is dill more extraordi- 
nary. " Item, I bequeath to the Reverend Mr Robert Grat« 
" tan," &c. [p. 357.3 Thefe are fo many lafling impreffioat 
of his turn, and way of thinking ; and I dare fay, the perfons 
thus diftkiguiflied, look upon theft inftanccs, as aflcclionate 
memorials of his frieiidflup, and as tokens of the jocofe manner 
in wbich he had treated them during his lifetime. Orrery. 



Imprimis, I bequeath my foul to God, (in 
humble hopes of hit mercy ' thro* Jefus Chrift), 
and my body to the earth. And I defire, that 
my body may be buried in the great ifle of the 
faidlCathfcdra^ on&e fouthi fide>* undfer the pil- 
lar next to the monument of Primate Narciffus 
Marfli *, three days after my deceafe, as private- 
ly as poffible, and at twelve o'clock at night; 
and that, a blapk marble o£, . feci fquare, and 
fettti fcfer frbn^hfc $iOUrt<i, Hxfed to ^h* vltfl, 
may be eredled, rftkfcttft folltfoing infcription in 
large letters, deeply cut, and ftrongly gilded fl 

' 'JO^ATHirAN &W19% & T. P. . 

. ../ ' .. . A'* t» HATOHi 

t \. T, ET IMITARJ^ SI POTE&lL^ 

STRENVVM FRO VIRItl LIBERTATIS VINDICEM. 

J .22tat*$ am ho [LxxyinJ 

f V See Ms chitftaer, vol. *. ^ 

" , : f His'monufneht^llnfcriplidn, Wfttth by IriinfcM, hflty ctttt- 
*trm to ydu*thc bbfefvttkta tflicti 1 froriHdiy made in vol; vHS. 
'p. 5. that he was : ridt an erefcarit Writcr^oF-Latih. An tfaYflwr 
Epitaph TVas TciaSm b<kn tf>!h]p8fed. It is ftaree Inte'llljglbte; 
'"and, if intelligible, Is a pfoof howtfintctilt a taflrit is, Wen *for 
"*&c fcrerfteft fcenius, to'Afilwiib o*n efciraclsty or to ttejtoeftttt 
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my worldly fubftance, of whaj nature o* ki%4 
focvcr, (e*cepuqg fuch p^rt; thereof a^ is^re^ 
softer particularly devifed), for the following yfes 
and purpofes : That is to fay x to the intent, thaf 
ifcey, or the furvivors or furvivor of them, his 
fxecutors, or administrators, as ibop as cp^yenw 
CPtly. may be after my. death,, fliaU.tyr^it all. in.t^ 
ready money, and lay out the/ame iu purchafln^ 
lands of inheritance in fee-Ample, fituate in ..any 
province of Ireland, except Counaught, but as 
near to the city of Dublin as, conveniently can, 
be found, and not incumbered with, or futyeft 
to any leafes for lives renewable, or any terras 
for years longer than thirty*one. And I defire\ 
that a yearly annuity of twenty pounds Sterling* 
put of the annual profits pf fuch lands, when 
purchafed, and out of the yearly income of my 
faid fprtune, devifed to my . executors as afore- 
faid, until fuch purchafe (hall be made, fliall. be 
paid to Rebecca Dingley of the city of Dublin* 
Ipinfter, during her life, by two equal half-yearly 
paymeats, on the feafts of All-faints, and St Phi- 
lip and St Jacob v the firft payment to be maa> 
on fuch of the faid feafts as (hall happen nest 
after my death. And that the refidue of the 
yearly profits of the faid lands, when purchased* 
and, until fuch purchafe be made, the. refidue of 
ihe yearly income and interefi of my faid fortune^, 
deviled as aforefaid to my e^cutors, {ball be teid 
out Id p urcbafog a piece of land 4 <tpate near j^r 
£k i ...Stew's 
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Steven's hofpital; or, if it cannot be there Had, 
fifcnewhere in or near the city of Dublin, Targe 
enough for the purpofes herein after mentioned, 
and in building thereon an hofpital large enough 
for the reception 6f as many idiots and lunatics 
is the anrifial income of the. faid lands and world- 
ly fubftante (hall be fufficient to maintain. And 
t defire, tkat the laid. hofpital: may be called St 
3Pa tRick^s Hoseital, and may be built iii 
jfuch a mariner, that another building may be add- 
ed unto it, in cafe the endowment thereof (hould 
te emlarged ;, lb that the additional building may 
make the whole, edifice. / regular and complete. 
Arid my further will and defire is, that, when 
the. faid hofpital fhall be built,, the whole yearly 
income of the faid. lands and eftate fhall, for ever 
after, be faid out in providing vi&uals, cloathing, 
medicines, attendance, and all other neceflaries, 
fpr fuch idiots and lunatics as (halt be received 
into the fame s and in repairing and enlarging the 
building from time to time, as there may be oc- 
cafion. And, if a fufficient number of idiots 
and lunatics cannot readily be found, I defire 
that incurables may be taken into the faid hofpr- 
tal, to fiipply fuch deficiency ; but that no per- 
fon fliali be admitted into it, that labours under 
any infe&ious difeafe : And that all fuch idiots, 
lunatics, and incurables, as fhall be received into 
the faid hofpital, (hall conftantly live and refide 
therein, as well in the night as the day ; and that 
the (alaries of agents, receivers, officers, fcrvants, 

and 
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afhd attendants, to be employed in* the bufinefe 
of the faid hdfpital, fhall not in the whole exceed 
one fifth part of the clear yearly income or reve» 
nuc thereof. And I further defire, that my ex- 
ecutory the furrivors or furvivor of them, or the 
heirs of fuch, {hall not have power to demife any 
part of the faid lands fo tobepurchafed a* afore* 
did, but with confent of the Lord Primate, thr 
Lord High Chancellor,, the- Lord Archbifhop of 
Dublin, the Dean of Chrift-ehnrch, the Dean of 
St Patrick's, the Phyfician to the State, and the 
Surgeon-general, all for the time being, or the* 
greater part of them,* under their hands in writ- 
ing; and. that no leafed of any part of the faid lands* 
fhall ever be made r other than leafes for years- 
hot exceeding thirty^one, in poflcffion, and not 
in reverfion or remainder, and not dtfpunifhable 
of wafte, whereon (hall be referved the beft and 
moft improved rents that can reafonably and mo* 
derate!?; without racking: the tenants, be gotten 
for the fame, without fine. Provided always, ai*4» 
it is* my wiU and earnqft defire, that no leafe of 
any part of the faid lands, fo to be purchafed a» 
aforefaid, fhall ever he made to, or in truft for*', 
any perfon any way concerned in the execution^ 
of this truft; pr to, or. in- truft for any perfon any; 
Way related or ailied, ckher by. con&ngumity. or 
affinity, ,to any of die porfons who fhall at thatr 
lime be concerned* in the execution of this truft :: 
And that if any leafes fhall happen to be made- 
contrary to my intention above exprcffed, the* 
Kk 3 feme* 
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fcmc fhall be ttttcrly void, aftd of do effcft. And 
I further defire, until this charier herein after 
mentioned be obtained, my executors* or the for- 
▼ivors or lurvivot 1 of. then*, his heiri, executors, 
or adminiftrators, (hall not a£k in the execution 
*f this truft, bnt with the confent and approba- 
tion of the fcid feven additional truftees, or the 
greater part of them, under their hand* in nrriti* 
ing ; and (bail* with fttch ctafent an4 approba- 
tion as Afbrefaid, have power, froift' thrift tx> tlxrid* 
to make rules, orders, and regulations, for thfc 
government and dire&ioo of the laid hofpitaL 
And I make it my requeft to my find cfljecutor% 
that they may, in convenient tanc» apply to his 
Majefty, for a charter t6 in cor po ra te them, ofr 
filch of them a* (halt be then fivfttg, and the fiud 
additional trafteea, for the better maaageaaent 
and condu&fcf this charity, withapower to pur* 
chafe land** and to fttpply by dtQton juch v»* 
fancies happening in the corpofatiim 'as fluritnet 
bt fvfttitd by fbctetion* and filth <fcfc*f pftvftft 
ft* rtrty be thdeght expedfeat for the dW e%deu<- 
tfoh of this true*, fcowdfog to thy fotenttofo 
herein before exprt&d* And wbt* fuels char*^ 
ter (hall be obtained, Ittefirt, that my tsecutors^ 
or the fttfvtf^rt or lurvlvor <*f *bem» • or the 
heir* of <teb Airvivo^, may «mvey toi t*t ufe of 
fttch corporation fe&rttoplei f*f>*ht pittptftft. 
aforefoid>Ull fudh land* **& tta#wm» ** Ah* btf 
ynrchafed in maimer ate*e mmhtdL Pro*- 
vkted always* and it is my wilL and intention*,, 

that 
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that 1217 executors, until the iaid charter, aa*J 
afterwards the corporation to be hereby incorpo~ 
rated, fhall, out of the yearly profits 1 of the faty 
land*, when purchafed, and out of the yearly 
income of my iaid fortune, deviled to my exff* 
cutors as aforefaxd, until fuch ^urchafe b^nutfffc 
have power to reimburfe tbepofclves for ail fucfe 
iumi of their own money as they fliall neo^fitrilj 
expend in the execution of this truft ; and that* 
until the iaid charter be obtained, all a&v whkt> 
fliall at any time be; done, m execution of tijm 
truft, by the greater, part of my executory thes> 
living, with the confent of the greater part q£ 
the faid additional truftees, under their hands ufc 
writing, fhall be as valid and effectual,, as if alt 
my executors had concurred . in the fame* ■ - . * 
Item, Whereas I purchased the inheritance of 
the tithes erf the parUh of JEfiernock near Trii% 
in the county of Meath, for two hundred and 
itxty pounds Sftcrlw& I beqpeaih the. iaid^tithes 
the vkars of Lamcor for the tpqe being; that is tQ. 
6y» fcloag ft» the present Epifcopal religion fluty: 
continue to be the national eftabtiihed faith and 
frt&flfon in this kingdom; but, whenever any 
ether form of Ghriftaan religion ihall become tbf 
eftabKflted faith in ; this kingdosn, IJLcave the faid 
tithe* of EffernOek to be beftqwsd,; as tj*e profit* 
cooate i% t6 the poor of the. &*4 pariftvef Lara* 
eokri by a weekly pW)p^ti<>n/a)^ by ftch offlcerf * 
as may then have the power of djftr4t*tf iog charW 
ties tfr the poor of the faid parifli, while Chri- 

: , , . - . t ..ftianity, 
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Ikianity, under any fhape, fliatt fie tolerated a* 
mong us, ftill excepting proffeflfcd Jrws, Athetftt, 
and Infidels. / " : 

. Item, Whereas I have feme Ieafes of certain 
"houfcs in Kevin's-ftreet, near the Deanry-houfe, 
built upon the Dean's ground, and one othftr 
hotrfe now inhabited by Henry Latfd *, m Dean* 
ky-hbte> alias Mitre-alley, fome of which teaftfe 
«re let for forty-one years, or forty at leaft, and 
not yet half expired, I bequeath to* Mrs Marthfc 
Whiteway, my leafe or leafes of the find houfest 
I alfo bequeath to the faid Martha, my leaft of 
forty years of Goodman's Holding,' for which I 
receive ten pounds per annum ; which- are two- 
or more* lately built. I bequeath alfo to 
the faid Martha, the fum of three hundred 
pounds Sterling, to be paid her by my executors 
out of my ready money, or bank-bills, immedi- 
ately after my death, as foon as the executors 
meet* 1 leave/ moreover, to the faid Martha^ 
my repeating gold watch, my yellow tortoife-ihell 
-fcuff-box, and her choice of four gold Hng», out 
of feven which I now poflefs. 

Item, I bequeath to Mrs Mary Swift, alia? 
Harrifbn, daughter of the faid Martha* my plain 
gold watch made by Qtaare 5 to whom alfo I give 
my Japan writing-defk, beftowed to- me by my 
£ady Worfeiy j my fquare tortoife^heH fnuff-box, 
richly lined and inlaid withr gold, given to me by 
the Right Honourable Henrietta now Countefs o£ 

Oxford^ 

• Scst<u*of St Patrick?* cathedrals 
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Oxford ; and the fa*?, With a tf^&s7gftefr ttf 
me by the Countcfirtf Granville. 1 » : * 

j&rm, I bequeath to Mr Folliot Wbkewayj 
eldeft (Ton of the aforefoid Martha, who is' bred 
to be an attorney/ the Aim of fixty pounds, as 1 
atfo five pounds to be laid out in the purchalii ot 
fbch law-books, as the Honourable Mr Juftice> 
Lmdfay, Mr Sttmnard *, or Mr M'Aulay f* {hall 
judge proper for hitt.« *• * • 

• Item, I bequeath to- Mr John Wbitewayj 
youngeft ion of the faid Martha, who is to be 
Drought up a furgeon, the fum of one hundred 
pounds, in order to qualify: him for a iurgeon; 
but under the dire&on of his mothef ; which 
faid fum of one hundred pounds is to be paid to 
Mrs Whheway, in behalf of her faid fon JohnV 
out of the arrears which (hall be due to me from 
my church livings, (except thofe of the Deanry* 
tithes, which are now let to the Reverend -Dr 
Wilfon), as foon as the faid arrears can be paid 
to my executors. I alfo leave the faid John five 
pounds, to be laid out in buying fuch phyficfel 
and chirurgical books, as Dr Grattan, and Mr 
Nichols $, (hall think fit for him. < 

Item, I bequeath to Mrs Anne Ridgeway R, 

• now 

* Eaton Stannard, Efq; Recorder of the city of Dublin. 
See confideratwn*— concerning the choice of a Recorder, in 
vol. iv. p, 374. 

f Alexander M'Aulay, Efq; councilor at law, and made 
judge of the confiftorial court, Nor. 174/. 

I John Nichols, Efq; furgedn-general. 

jj Daughter to Mrs Brent, and who for many years had 
been his faithful domeftic friend. 



*»w m my |wi3y, t^e;profoof ^hn leafed tfaf 
two houfes let to John Qowoly* for forty y*ar% 
of which, only eight or nine are expired, for 
which the faid Cownly pnyeth roq fcmepaoods 
Sterling for rent yearfy^ I alfo bi^M^th. tQ d* 
fud Anne, the foot of r one hundred fwwjt 
Sterling, to be peid hft by my qxecutora In fig 
weeks after my dcccafe, joui; of whatarer, moaey 
or bank-bilk I may poflcfs. when I die i as alio 
three gold rings, the remainder qf the fi&ven 
above-mentioned, after Mrs Whiteway hath made 
her choke of four ; and all> myfnoaU pieces of 
plate, not exceeding in weight one ouooe and 
one third part of an ounce. 
• JfeMf, I bequeath to my deareft friend Alexan* 
der Pope of Twittenham, Efq; * my picture in 
miniature, drawn by Zinck, of Robert late Earl 
of Oxford. 

' Item, I leave to Edward, now Earl of Oxford* 
my feal of Julius Csefar y as alfo another leal, 
fcppofcd to be a young Hercules ; both very 
choice antiques, and fct in gold : Qpth which I 
chufe to beftow to the faid Earl, becaufe they 
belonged to her moft excellent Majefty Queen 
Anne, of ever glorious, immortal, and txuly 
pious memory,. the real nurfing-mother of all 
her kingdoms. 

Item, I leave to the Reverend Mr James Stop- 
ford, Vicar of Finglas, my pi&ure of K. Charles L 

drawn 

• Mr Pope did not Jive to receife fei* kfaqb baying £ied 

M*r 30. 1444* 



< 395 ) 



thchfeM JaAcs >d* atomy ki^ ptftoe .tftowk, 
which was^tefcto ttie4iy Thtitttt Earl of Pem- 
broke. 

item^ l bequeath to (he Attarcttd Mr Robot 
CtriBftft, $¥<**0iicb*y «f $c Audooarts -my gold 
bottle-fcrew, which'lie'gsftFfc^,' ft^l'm^^d^ 
bCte> m toridktefi I df gittog *e <f<Ae<Mtfe of 
the Aid tx>i to l& bt dAfer Bettor Jatoes 
tttay«*f4ng ? the life of thfe raid 3>>«or , -wfefc 
b&h moUe oecafion for k, and the fecond bdft 
tfc»tt* hat T*aM «c poflfeflod'bf. ■> 

ikm f I bequaa*. *o Mr Jefch <5ra<ta^ Bn* 
behd^^a^ 'ifty'ifltar fcofc>fo**fetefc 

the fetfedbm of tfcetfcy of Coriae /ra'prtOntM 
to me ; in which I defire the faid John Wieetqp 
tbt tdtacco be ttftaffly <chewed, called pigtaU. 

%h* Reverend Mr * Jofcn « Jafckfony Vita* of ^an^ 
together with all my horfe-furniture » fertU ftiiafe 
*kat I had *uH«i*dk «nd^h wi^ ady Khkf ^go- 
*tts»6r ^Sace the 'chaage tff fones) ie get fomfe 
additional church-preferment for ft) virtttOHS aod 
wwrtif fe 'gemkfttfUk I*lfclcave fckn my third 
beft beaver hat. 

fttm, I bequeath to the Reverend Dr Francis 
Wilfon, the works of Plato in three folip vo- 
lumes, the Earl of Clarendon's hiftory in thre* 
<f alio vohnnes, «nd my *eft Bible? together with 
thirteen, fmall Perfian pictures in the drawing- 
room, and the finall .filver tankard given to 

by 
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the contribution *f fonfrc friends, trhofe names 
pre engraved at the bottom of the (aid tankard. . 
-u Item, I bequeath to the Earl of Orrery *, the 
enamelled filver plates to diftinguilh bottles of 
wine by* given to me by his excellent Lady, and 
jthe. half-length pfture of the late Counted of 
^k^ey in the dra^nng-coonw 

Jtttp, { bequeath to Alexander M c Aulay, Efq; 
gold box ip which the freedom of the city of 
JDubliq was rprefented to xne, as a teftimony of 
the efteem a^ love I f have for him, on account 
of his great learning, fine natural parts, unaffeo 
Jod .' R^ty* . *md , benevolence, and his truly hon- 
0Urf&le zeal in defence of the legal rights of the 
clergy, ip oppofitipn to. all their unprovoked op- 
preflors*; ■ » ' 

Itm, I bequeath to Deane Swift, Efq; f my 
large filver ftandifh, compiling of a large filver 
j&iKft an ink-pot, a (and box, and bell of the 
^ame .waetaL , r 

. Itm* J, bequeath Mrs Mary Barber, the 
jgedpl of Queen Ani*c ^md Prince George, .which 
fte formerly gave me. 

r Item t I Jeave to the Reverend Mr John Wof- 
rai %, my beft beaver hat* 

i \ :/.,.»!.•;'... hem % 

' Author of flic Rtmt^ks on Ibe'Bfe OniytMngt of Z>#» Swfft, 
~<|tt*lUhed in 1754. ' ■ J : 

?. Y^Attuof the .Ejfy on the Rfe t unntiqgs, and cbnrtfkr of 
Dr Swift, ptajihed in 1755. 

t Vicar to th. D g an c f Chrift-church, and mailer of both 
dibits. He w, fotuxaliDy ; for -which reafon -Swift nfcd to 

caU 
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Jtem 3 1 bequeath to the Reverend Dr Patrick 
Delany *, my medal of Queen Anne in filver, and 
en the reverie the BHhops of England kneeling 
before her Moft Sacred Majefty. 

Item, I bequeath to the Reverend Mr James 
King, Prebendary of Tipper, my large gilded 
medal of King Charles I. and on die ceverfe a 
crown of martyrdom, with other devices. My 
will nevcrthelcls is, that, if any of the above- 
Vol. XI. LI named 

call him Melcbifedek. Though he was not a -man of an improv- 
ed under (landing, nor a man of humour, yet he was a good 
-walker, ever in the way, and always at the command of Dr 
Swift. His wife, a neat, clean looking woman in her drefs, un- 
der flood the bufinefs of marketing perfectly well ; had ftadied 
What the Dean liked, and 4f the markets aflbrdcd any thing 
sice, when the Dean'* ftomach, as years came on, began to b« 
in fome meafiire weak and capricious, (he constantly bought it 
-for him, and fent it home to the deanry. From a principle of 
•irifdom, taking the wotid as he fonnd it, no man ever ifo&ied 
move than Swift did, to reduce every man's talents to 'his own 
particular gratification. He could feaft upon the delicacies of 
wit and learning, when they happened to fall in his way ; and 
it other times be content with plain common entertainment. 
He could laugh, and- drink a bottle with Sheridan over nights 
and the next morning walk into the fields, and prattle to Wor» 
ral. Perhaps there never was a man equally defirous with Dr 
Swift, to have a companion always at his beck, of fome fort or 
other; and, without difpute, throughout all Dublin he could 
not have fixed upon another fo exactly calculated to receive 
his commands, and efpccrallp to attend him in his morning ex- 
ercife, as Mr Worral. He died fome time after the Dean, 
worth a good deal of money ; 500I. of "which his executors ap- 
propriated to the Doctor'* hofpital, and 5O0I. each to the other 
hofpitals. Swift. 

* The feme to whom the Dean addrefles feveral copies of ver- 
fciin vol. vlii. and of whom he gives an excellent chancier. 
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'named legatees ftxnrid die before me, that then, 
and in that cafe, the rdpedtive legacies to them 
bequeathed, 4baH revert to myfelf, and become 
again Aibjjetft to my difpofal: 

ftetn, Whereas I have the leaft of a field in 
truft^for me, commoriy called <he Vineyard, let 
to the Reverend Dr Frane'is Cdrbet, and the 
trtrft declared by the Taid Doftor ; the faid -field, 
with fome land taithis fide of the road, making 
In fell about three acres, for which I pay yearly 
to the Dean and Chapter of St Patrick's 

Whereas I have built a ftrong wall round the 
Cud piece of ground, eight or nine feet high, 
faced to the fouth afpeft wkh brick, which coft 
vne above fi* hundred pounds Sterling ; and 
likewife another piece of ground, as aforefaid, of 
$alf an acre, adjoining to the burial-place, called 
^tbe C*hb*ge~gmr<kn, now tenanted by William 
White gardener ; tny will is, that the ground 
'jnclofed by the great wall may be fold for the re- 
inaindex of die leafe, at the Bigheft price my ex- 
cutefs can get for it, in belief and hopes, that 
the laid price will exceed three hundred pounds 
at the loweft value. For which my fucceflbr in 
the deanry flball have the firft refufal ; and it is 
my earneft defire, that the fucceeding deans and 
chapters may preferve the faid vineyard, and piece 
of land adjoining, where the faid White now 
liveth, to as to be always in the hands of the fuc- 
ceeding deans, during their office, by each dean 
fcflening one-fourth of the purchafe-money to 

each 
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each fucceeding dean, and for no more than the 
prefent rent. 

And I appoint the Honourable Robert Lind- 
fay *, one of the judges of the court of common 
pleas ; Henry Singleton, Efi|; Prira; Serjeant to 
his Majefty ; the Reverend Dr Patrick fielany, 
Chancellor of St Patrick's ; the Reverent! Dr 
Francis Wilfon, Prebendary of K3maekt0hray}> 
Eaton Stannard, Efq; Recorder of the city of 
Dublin-; the Reverend Mr Robert Grattan, Pre- 
• bendary of St Audeon's ; the Reverend Mr John 
Grattan, Prebendary of Qoomethan ; the Re- 
verend Mr James Stopford, Vicar of Finghs; 
the Reverend Mr James King* Prebendary of 
Tipper; and Alexander M'A&fey, E% myc*t» 
tutors- 

In wknefs whereof, I have hereunto fet my 
hand and. feat, and puMiffced and declared thi* 
M my Uft will and tcftamem, this third day of 
May, 1740*, 

JONATHAN SWIFT., 

Signed, fealed, and publijhed by the above- 
named Jonathan Swift, in the presence 
of us, who have fubferibed our names in. 
his prefence. 

Jo. Wynnb. 

Jo. ROCHFORT. 

William Dunxin.. 

♦ See a poem wrote by this gentleman intituled, A diakgue 
htvictn a Lawyer and Dr Sioift i in vol. ix. p. 184. 

Liz Two 
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Two Letters to the Earl of Orrery, 
describing the melancholy fituation of 
Br Swi*t's health, and underftanding. 

L Mrs Martha Whitr^ayV # Letter. 

Mr Lord* Dublin, Nov. 22. 174Z. 

•nP^HE-eafy manner^ in which you reproach me 
JL for not acquainting you with the poor 
Dean's fituation, lays a frdh obligation upon me; 
yet mean as an excufe is for a fault, I (hall at- 
tempt one to your Lordfhip; and only for this 
seafon, that you may not think me capable of 
negle&ing any thing you could command me. I 
told you in my laft letter,, the Dean's underftand* 
ing was quite gone, and I feared the farther par- 
ticulars would only Ihock the tendernefs of your 
nature, and the melancholy fcene make your 
heart ach, as it has often done mine. I was the 
laft perfbn whom he knew ; and when that part 
of his memory failed, he was fo outrageous at ' 
feeing any body, that I was forced to leave him, _ 
nor could he reft for a night or two after fee- 
ing any perfon : Sa that all the attendance which 
I could pay him was, calling twice a-week to en- 
quire 

• The Lady mentioned in feyersd of Swift's letters, and in his 
in p. 39*, of thu volume. 
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<jwre after his health, and to obferve that proper 
care was taken of him, and durft only look at 
him while his back was towards me, fearing to 
difcompofe him. He walked ten hours a-day>, 
would not' eat or drinfe if his fervant ftald in 
the room; His meat was ferved up ready cut; 
and fometimes it would lie an hour on the tablfc 
before he would touch it, and then catk walfc* 
ing. About fix weeks ago, in one night's time,, 
his left eye fwelled as large as an. egg,, and the 
lid, Mr Nichols- (his furgeon) thought would* 
mortify, and many large boils appeared upon his 
arms and body. The torture he was in, isr not 
to be defcribed.. Five perfons could fcarce hold 
him for a week, from tearing out his own eyes ; 
and, for near a month, he did not fleep-twO' 
hours in twenty-four :. Yet a moderate appetite- 
continued ; and what is more to be wondered at, 
the laft day o£ hk illnefs, v he knew mcperfe&ly 
well, took, me by the hand, called me by my. 
name, and (hewed the fame plealure as ufuai in< 
feeing me. . I afked>him if he would give me a*, 
dinner?. He faid, to be fure, my old friend.. 
Thus he continued that day* and knew the doc- 
tor and furgeon, and all his family , fo well, that 
Mr Nichols thought it poffible he might return, 
to a {hare of underftanding, fo as to be able to* 
call for what he wanted, and. to bear fome of 
his old friends to amufe him. But, , alas ! this 
pleafure to me was but of fhort duration ; for- 
the next day or two it was all over, and proved J 
k 1 3., to> 
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lobe only pain that ha£ rpufed him* He is now 
free from torture ; his eye almoft well ; very 
quiet, and begins to fleep ; but cannot, without 
great difficulty, be prevailed on to walk a turn 
about his room i And yet, in this way, the phy- 
ficiana think he may hokj out for fome time. 
I ami my Lord* 

Tour Lordflnps moft obedient > 

humble firvanty 

M. Whitewat* 

What a fhocking, what a melancholy account 
is Ais I Of how finall eftimation muft the great- 
fft genius appeal in the. fight of God I 

•&\'M* 1 &*mhx Swift's * Letter. 
[ / 
My Lord* BuUm, April 4. 1744* 

AS t&the ftory of poor old man ! I enquir- 
ed into it. The Dean did fay fomething 
upon his ieeing himfelf in the glafi ; but nei- 
ther Mrs Ridgeway, nor the lower fervants, 
could tell me what it was he faiiL I defired 
them to recollect it, by the time when I fliould 
come again to the deanry. I have been there* 

fince*. 

♦ Author of the EJJay on the life, cbaraBcr, &c. ofDr Swift. 



fince, they cannot recollect it. A thovfimd fto* 
ries have been invented of him within thtfe 
two years, and impofod upon the world* I 
thought this m^ht have been one of. them* 
And yet I am now inclined to think there xx&f 
be ibme truth in it :. For o& Sander/ the 17th elf 
March, as he fat in his chair, upon die houfo' 
keeper's moving a knife from him as he was 
going to catch at it, he ftirugged his (boulders., 
and rocking himfelf, faid, / am what I am, t 
am what- 1 am : And about fix minutes after* 
v>ards, repeated the fame words two or three 
times over. 

His fervant {haves his cheeks, and all his fact 
as low as the tip of his chin, once a-week : Bat 
under the chin, and about the throat, when thd 
hair grows long, it is cut with fcifiars. 

Sometimes he will not utter a fyllable ; m 
other times he will fpeak incoherent Words 5 but 
he never yet, as far as I could hear* talked noil* 
fenfe, or faid a foolifh thing*. 

About four months ago he gave me great 
trouble : He feemed to have a-mind to talk to mc*» 
In order to try what he wotdd fay, 1 told him* 
I came to dme with him $ and immediately h& 
houfekeeper Mrs Ridgeway, faid, w Wont yotfc 
give Mr Swift a glafs of wine, Sir?* He fhrug- 
ged his ihoulders, juft as he ufed to do when he 
had a-mind that a friend fhould fpend the even- 
ing with him* Shrugging his ihoulders, your 
Lordfliip may remember, was as much as to fay, 

« YouTI 
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*• TbttTl ruin' me in wine." T own I was fcarct 
able to- bear the fight. Soon after, he again en* 
deavoured, with a good deal of pain, to find 
words* to fpeak t* mci At laft not being able; 
after many «fibm> he gate a* heavy figh, and, I 
think; was. afterwards filem. This- puts me in 
mind of what he laid about five days ago. Hd 
endeavoured feverai* time* to fpeak to his fervant; 
(now and then calls him by his name) ; at iaft> 
not finding words to exprefs what he would be 
at, after fome uneafinefs, he faid* I am a 
&6L" . Not long* ago, the (errant took up his 
watch that lay upon the table to fee what o'clock 
it was; he faid, bring: it here;" and when it 
was brought, he looked very attentively at it; 
Some time ago, the fervant was breaking a large 
ftubborn coal v. he (aid,. " That's a ftone, you 
blockhead." 

In a few days> or fome very, fhort time after 
guardians had been appointed for him, I went 
into his dining-room, where he was walking 
Ifaid fomething to him* very infignificantj I know 
not what; but, inftead of making any kind of 
anfwer to k, he faid, u Goi go," pointing with 
his hand to the door ; and immediately after* 
wards, raifing his hand to his head, he faidj 
" My beft underftanding ;!' and- fo broke off" 
abruptly, and walked away. I am, my Lord,. 
. < Your Lordjbifs moft obedient^ 

an JL tnofi huinkle fervant i 

Deake Swift.. 

An) 
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An Account of the fituatfon of Dr Swift's 
health and mind, from 1739 to hi* 
death, at die latter end of 0&ober ; 
1745 ; with a Dissertation on 
Lunacy and Idiotism: 

By the Earl of Orrery. 

TH E total deprivation of Dr Swift's fenfet 
came upon him by degrees. In the year 
1736, I remember him feized with a violent fit 
( of giddinefs. He was at that time writing a fa* 
tirical poem, called The legion-club ; but he found 
the efFefts of his giddinefs fo dreadful, that he 
left the poem unfinifhed ; and never afterward* 
attempted^ composition of any length, either in 
verfe or profe. However, his converfation ftill 
remained the fame, lively and fevere ; but his 
memory gradually grew worfc and worfe ; and 
as that decreafed, and was impaired, he appeared 
every day more fretful and impatient. From 
the year 1739 to the latter end of 1 741, his 
friends found his paffions fo violent and un- 
governable, his memory fo decayed, and his rea- 
fon fo depraved, that they took the utmoft pre-* . 
cautions to keep all ftrangers from approaching 
him 5 for, till then, he had not appeared totally 
incapable of converfation : But, early in the yea* 
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1742, the fmall remains of his understanding be- 
came entirely confufcd, and the violence of his 
rage increaied abfolutely to a degree of madnefs. 
In this miierabie ftatehe feemed.to be appointed 
as the firft proper inhabitant for his own hofpi-. 
tad : Efpecially, as from an outrageous lunatic, he 
funk afterwards into a quiet, fpeechiefi idiot; 
and dragged out the remainder of his life in that 
helplefs fituation. He died towards the latter 
end of Oftober 1745. The manner of his death 
was eafy, without the lead pang or convulfion. 
Even the rattling ki has throat was fcarcc fuffi- 
cient to give any alarm to his attendants, till 
within ionic- very little time before he expired* 
A man in foil pofieffion of his reafon would have 
Mflbed for fuch a kind of diflblutioaj but Swift 
was totally iofenfibk of happinefs or pain. He 
had not even the power or expreflion of a child 3 
appearing, for feme yeara before his death, re- 
Jerved only as an example to mortify human 
pride % and to reverie that fine defcription of hu- 
man nature, which is given us by Shakefpear in 
an inimitable manner : " What a piece of work 
" is man ! how noble in reafon I how infinite in 
" faculty ! in form and moving* how exprefs 
" and admirable ! in a&hm, how like an angel 1 
€( in apprehenfion, how like a God ! the beauty 
" of the world, the paragon of animals." Thus 
poets paint ; but how vain and perifhabk is the 
pidhire? The fmaHeft thunderbolt from heaven 
tta&s&in a moment, and every daft is fo efixc* 

tually 
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t natty obliterated, that fcaroe the outlines of th6 
figure remain* 

Swift certainly Hotcfawfah fate. Hi* frequent 
attack* *f giddinefe, and his maoifeft jkMk ef 
memory, tga* c room for fach <apprchenfions* I 
have oftcti heard ism lament the ftatc of child* 
hood and idiotifm, to. 'which feme of the greateft 
men of this nation were reduced before their" 
death. He mentioned, as examples within hU 
«wn time, the Duke of Marlborough, and Lord 
Somers : And when he eited theft melancholy 
ioftances, it was always with , a heavy £gh, and 
with geftures that fhewed great uneafineis, as iff 
he fek an impuife of c*hat was to happen to bin 
before he died. 

Untofs I am mifinformed, be died worth obotit 
twelve thoufand pounds, inclufive of the fpeeifit 
legacies mentioned m his will, and which may be 
computed at the fam of twelve hundred pounds $ 
fo that the remainder, mar. eleven thoufand 
pounds, is entirely applicable to the hofpitai for 
idiots and lunatics : A charitable foundation, par* 
ticularly beneficial m rhefe kingdoms, where thi 
epidemicdiftemper of lunacy is lb prevalent, that 
it will conftantly furnifh the largeft building witk 
a fufficient number of inhabitants. 

Lunacy may in general be confidered, as arifc 
big from a depraved imagination, and muft 
therefore be originally owing to a fault in the 
body, or the mind. We fee inftances every day, 
where, in fevers, all the powers of fenfe and rea- 
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fch are utterly overturned by a raging mad6e& 
This frenzy conquers, or is conquered foon: 
But, frbm ulore flow and chronical caufes, fuch 
bbftruftions may be formed, as gradually to pro- 
duce various degrees ef this difbrder, and to 
remain invincible to the very laft moments of 
life. Nothing more ftrongly dUpofes the mind 
to this depraved ftate, than too fixed an attention 
to any particular objeft. Mr Locke, if my me- 
mory does not deceive me, defines madnefs as 
arifing from feme particular idea, or fet of ideas, 
that make fo ftrong an impreffion upon the mind 
as to banifh all others ; and the perfons affected 
are chearful or melancholy, well tempered or 
fierce, according as the objects and ideas of their 
minds are different* From hence it is evident, 
that we ought to confider the ftrength of the 
mind, even in the purfuit of knowledge, and 
often to vary our ideas by exercife and amufe- 
ments; conftantly fixing a ftritt guard againft 
any pafiion that may be prevalent in too high a 
degree, or may acquire an habitual ftrength and 
dominion over us. Paffioos are the gales of life % 
and it is our part to take care that they do not 
arife into a temjxft. 

Love with all Its charms, muft he reftrained 
within proper bounds, otherwife it will torture 
that breaft which it was formed to delight. Love 
contains within itfelf a variety of other paffions, 
and lays fuch a foundation of madnefs in the 
xniud, that the frenzy, in this particular cafe, 
* -never 
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mcver fails to appear in its fall force, and to di£» 
play itfelf in all its ftrength of horror. 

Religion, which can only make the mind 
happy, and is our fureft and beft defence againft 
the paflions, if confidered in a wrong and me- 
lancholy view, has often perverted the feat of 
reafon, and given more inhabitants to Bedlam 
than any other caufe. A religious lunatic is 
miferable, even to the deepeft tortures of defpair. 

The mifer, whom I muft always rank among 
madmen, heaps up gold, with an anxiety that 
affe&s his looks, his appetite, and his fleep. The 
wretch dreads poverty in the centre of plenty ; 
and ftarves, only becaufe he dares not tafte thole 
fruits which appear moft agreeable to his defires* 

In fome other fpecies of madnefs, the perfons 
affe&ed are really more happy than in their 
fenfes, and it is almoft a crime to banifh the a- 
greeable delufion. You remember the cafe of 
the citizen of Argos, who, after a falutiferou* 
<lofe of hellebore, cried out, 

Pol me cccidifthf amlci, 
Non fervqfth ( alt) cut Jic extort a voluntas % 
Et demftus per vim mentis gratljjimus error* 

Such again would be the cafe of the bean of 
Bedlam, who, amidft darknefs and confinement* 
ftill retains his pride and felf-admiration ; divfles 
himfelf up in ftraw, inftead of embroidery ; anck 
when fuffered to go to the window, imagines 

. Vol. XI. Mm. n that 
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that he captivates every female, who chances to 
pafs through Moor-fields. Is not £bch a mat} 
happier in his madne&, than in his fenfes ? 

To fpecify the many different, dafles of mad* 
men, would be endlefs. They are innumerable : 
So that it is alrnoft a rate felicity to enjoy mens 
Jana in corpore fano. Some men- have owed their 
reputation and fuccefi in the world, to a tin&tire 
of raadnefc \ while others, merely from a fuperior 
underftanding, have been ranked among lunatics. 
Of the latter fort Hippocrates (whom I wifli you 
to look upon as a claffic author, as well as a 
phyfician) gives a remarkable inftance in one of 
his letters. He fays, lie was fent for by the peo^ 
pte of Abdera, to cure Dcmocrkus of madnefe | 
but, to his furprife, he found him the wileft man 
of the age, and, by his laughing manner of talk- 
ing and reafbning, he aimoft convinced Hippo- 
crates, that all the reft of the world, except De- 
mocrltus, were mad. It is not improbable, that 
rnadnefs has been coaeval with mankind. There 
have certainly been many inftances of it among 
the Greeks and Romans. Among the Jews, the 
enthufiaftk. fury of Saul, is equally remarkable 
with the ecftatk: rage of Nebuchadnezzar. Nor 
have any parts of the world, I believe, entirely 
efcaped this raging evil, k was frequently mis- 
taken for infpiration* and the prophetic Sybils 
were obliged to put on the airs and looks' of 
madnefs, to obtain an implicit belief! to their 
prophecies* From thefe facgrdotal impofitions, 
•.. "> inad 
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mid people reaped feme remarkable advantages. 
They were often looked upon as mefiengers Tetit 
by heaven, to declare the will of the gods, and 
the prophetical decrees of fete ; they were re- 
vered as perfons facred and divine ; and, inftead 
of fcourges, <hey received tokens of adoratipn. 
In kow great a degree muft the fubtilty of priefts 
have prevailed, when they could make one of thf 
greateft curfes that attends human life, appear one 
of the greateft bleffings ? 

Lunatics are fo called, from the influence which 
the moon has over bodies, when its attractive 
power is greateft ; by which means, the preflure 
of the atmofphere' being leflfened, the humours 
of the body are more rarefied, and produce <* 
greater plenitude in the veflels of the brain. This 
has been illuftrated by our good and learned 
friend Dr Mead, in his treatife De tmperia lun* 
et folis : And I have particularly obferved, that, 
in the laft book which he publifhed, intituled, 
Monlta et pracepta medica y he takes notice, in his 
chapter de infania^ u That the blood of fuch per- 
*• fons, who have been moft liable to this malady, 
" was thick and fizy ; and, upon diflecYion, their 
" brain always appeared dry, and their veflels 
" filled with black fluggifh blood" : From whence 
perhaps we may, in fome meafure, account for 
the principal fource of Swift's lunacy ; his Coun- 
tenance being dark, bilious, and gloomy, and 
his eyes fometimes fixed and immovable for' a 
long time. ' Horace, I remember, attributes the 
M m 2 madnefs 
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mtdncfi of Qreftes to a phyfical cauie, where he 
fays, 

v$cando 

Hanc fUriaim, hunc aliud, juffit quod fplendida litis. 

So that difeafes, formed originally in the mind, 
often bring on this difbrder, and by degrees af- 
feft the body ; efpecially in inch conftitutions as 
have any tendency to this diftemper. But what 
can be the reafon that it is fo remarkably epide- 
mical in thefe kingdoms ? I am inclined to be- 
lieve, that it mufl be owing to the groffhefs of 
our food, and to our immoderate ufe of fpiritu- 
ous liquors ; the one frequently caufing the deep- 
eft melancholy, the other the moft unlimited 
rage. Our climate is fo variable and uncertain $ 
and our atmofpheKe is fo perpetually filled with 
clouds and fulphureous vapours, that thefe caufes 
muft neceflarily have a great effbft upon the na- 
tural impatience and inconftancy of the inhabi- 
tants. We are apt to revel in a free indulgence 
of our paffions - 9 and they are as apt to agitate 
and enervate the fibres of the brain, and to im- 
print by degress many fatal impreffions, that can 
never be eradicated from the mind* Even the 
greateft bleffing we enjoy, the freedom of our 
laws* may, I am afraid, in fome meafure, con* 
tribute to thofe rafh actions* that often end in 
dreadful murders of the worft kind, parricide, 
and filicide. Men muft be. reckoned in the higlx- 
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eft clafs of }uaatics, who are capable of offend- 
ing the great Author of nature, by depriving 
themfelves of that life which he only has a right 
of taking away, becaufe he only had the power 
of giving it. No perfon in hi» fenfcs can volun- 
tarily prefer death to life. Our defires of exHfc- 
ence are ftrong and prevalent : They are bora 
with us ; and our ideas of a future ftate are not 
fufficiently clear, to make us fond of hurrying 
into eternity, efpccially as eternity kfelf muff 
ever remain incompreheniible to finite beings. 
Human nature has an abhorrence, and a tevrotr 
of its own difiblutk>n. The philofopher fubmits 
to death, becaufe he looks upon k as a neeefiary 
event ; in the mean tk»e, he ufes every method 
of prudence, and every art of caution, to leng- 
then our life as far as be poflibiy can extend it, 
and to prevent the leaft accident that may bring 
on death one hour fooner than the laws of the 
human ftructurc require. The military hero 
meets the king of terrors more from the dictates s 
of reafon, than the impulfes of nature. His 
fame, his fortune, every object that can be 
dear to him, depend upon his refdution to die* 
He expofes himfelf to the danger of being de* 
ftroyed, becaufe an effort of fecuring his life^ 
xnuft be attended with contempt and infamy. 
But, on the other hand, who- would wantonly 
chufe death, unlefs he were agitated to fuch a 
choice by the fumes and vapours of a diftemper- 
edbraiu f ' * . 

Mm j The 
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• . The fubjefts, where arbitrary powfcr is xftar 
blifhed, live in a continual tote of dread and ap- 
prehenfion, and all their other paffions are fab* 
dued by fear ; fo that fewer inftances of filicide 
have appeared in defpotic, governments, than in 
kingdoms where liberty is more prevalent, and 
where the paffions are lefs restrained. 

The diet, the air, and the political conftitution 
of a country, give the peculiar and diftinguifh- 
ing character of the people ; and as the^charac- 
teriftics change, the inhabitants undergo the fame 
metamorphofes. How different are the modern 
Italians from the ancient Romans ? If Brutus 
were now living, he would probably acquiefce in 
the depending ftate of a cardinal, and the Papal 
crown would be unanimoufly prcfented to Csefar. 

The melancholy cafe of Dr Swift, has, I find* 
feduced me into a long digreffion. When I am 
writing to you, I give a fujl fcope to my thoughts, 
and wander licentioufly out of my fphere. I 
aim at placing all obfervations in your way, which 
1 think can be of any ufe in your future road 
of life. But why talk to you on the melancho* 
ly effe&s of madnefs ? only to obferve in gene* 
sal, that temperance, exercifc, philofophy, and 
{rue religion, are the fureft means to niake men 
happy, and to. preferve them from a contagious 
malady, to which the inhabitants of thefe king- 
doms are unfortunately liable. 

A ftate of idiotifm is lefs deplorable, not lefs 
{hocking than that of madnefs. Idiots are a£» 

flifted 
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flifted with no turbulent paffions. They are in* 
nocent and harmlefs,. and often excite pity, but 
never occafion fear. The proverb tells us, They 
are the favourites of Fortune. But I fuppofe it 
alludes only to thofe foots who can number twenty 
tightly 9 and can tell the days of the week ? And 
alas ! thofe are no idiots ro the eye of the law* 
The abfolute naturals owe their wretchednefs ta 
a wrong formation in their bran, or to accidents 
in their birth, or the dregs of fevers, and other 
violent diftempers. The laft was the cafe of the 
Dean of St Patrick's, according to the account 
fent me by hi6 two relations* Mrs Whiteway and 
Mr Swift } neither of whom, I think, make the 
leaft' mention of a deafnefs that from tune to' 
time attacked the Dean, and rendered htm ex- 
tremely miferable* You will find him complain* 
ing of this misfortune in feveral parts of his- 
writings ; efpecially in his letters to Dr Sheridan* 
Poffibly fome internal prefliire upon his brain 
might firft have affefted the auditory nerves, and 
then, by degrees, might fyave increafed > fo as en* 
tirely to ftop tip that fountain of ideas, which 
had before fpread itfelf in the moft diffufive and 
furprifing manner. . » . 

Having juft now hinted to you the advantage? 
that, hav$ accrued to madmen, I ought not ta 
omit the honours that have been paid to foolsj. 
In former ages, the courts of France and Eng- 
land were not thought completely embellifhed . 
without a favourite idiot, who bore the title of 

the " 
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Che King's jefter, and who was as remarkably 
diftinguifhed by a cap and bells, as his royal ma* 
Iter was diftinguiftied by a diadem and robest 
This animal, like Junius Brutus, frequently af- 
fumed the (ace and behaviour of folly, to anfwer 
his own particularviews and advantages. His blunt- 
nefs and fimplicity recommended him in thofc 
places, where truths, if fpoken by a man of fenfe, 
were difagreeable and dangerous. If he had not 
the honour, like Brutus, to fave his country, at 
leaft he had the happinefs to fecure hhnfelf ; and 
his expreffions were often fo full of humour and 
farcafm, that, to this day, they are recorded as 
pieces of wit. Such was the famous reply of 
Archy to K. James I. when his Majcfty, amidft 
all his wifdom, was fafficiently mfpired with 
folly, to fend his only fon into Spain. But fools 
at prefent are no longer admired in courts ; or, 
ff they are, they appear there without- their cap 
and bells. 

And now, to quit reflections that tend in ge- 
neral rather to terrify than to improve the un- 
derftanding, let me obferve, in honour of my 
friend Swift, that his eftablHhment of an hofpi- 
tal for idiots and lunatics is remarkably gene- 
rous 5 as the unhappy perfons who receive the 
benefit, muft for ever remain infenfible of their 
bencfa&or* 
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An Account of a Monument ere&ed t# 
the memory of Dr Swift in Ireland, 
taken from the Dublin Journal. 

SIR, 

I Have .at laft finifhed what you have oftenr 
heard me wifli I might be able to do, a mo* 
iroment for the greateft genius of our age, the 
late Dean of St Patrick's. The thing in ltfclf is 
but a trifle ; but it is more than I mould ever 
have attempted, had I not with indignation feeit 
a country (fo honoured by the birth of fo great 
* man, and fo faithfully ftrvcd by him all his 
life) fo long and fo fhamefully negligent in erecT:- 
ing fome monoment of gratitude to his memoryv 
Countries are not wife in fuch a negleft fo* 
they hurt themfelves. Men of genius are en- 
couraged to apply their talents to the iervice of 
their country, whert they lie in it gratitude to 
the memory of thofe that have deferved well of 
them. The ingenious Pere Cafteli told me at 
JParis* that he reckoned it the greateft misfor- 
tune to him that he was not born an Englifhman ; 
and when he explained himfelf, k was only for 
this, that after two hundred years they had 
erected a monument to Shakeipear > and another 
to a modern, but to the greateft of them, Sir 
Ifaac Newton. Great fouls are very difintcrefted 
in the affairs of life v they look for fame and im- 
mortality. 
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mortality, fcorning the ihean paths of intereft and 
lucre : And, furely, in an age lb, mercenary afc 
our's, men fhould not be fo fparing to give pu- 
blic marks of their gratitude to men of fuch vir- 
tue, dead, however they may treat them living ; 
fincc in fo doing, they befpeak, and almoft in- 
fure to themfelves a fucceffion of fuch ufeful per- 
sons in fociety. It was with this view that I pleter> 
joined to throw in my mite. 

In a fine lawn below my houfe, I have planted 
an hippodrome. It is a circular plantation, con- 
fiding of five walks ; the central of which, is a 
horfe-courfe, and three rounds make exactly a 
mile. All the lines ^re fo laid out, that, from * 
the centre, the fix rows of trees appear but one % 
and form 100 arches round the field ; in the 
centre, of which I have erected a mount, and 
placed a marble column on its proper pedeftal, 
with all the decorations of the order ; on the 
fummit of which I placed a Pegafut, juft feem- 
iog to take flight to heaven ; and on the dye of 
the pedeftal I have ingraved the following iofcrip- 
tion, wrote by an ingenious friend : 
In memoriam Jonathan Swift, S. T. P. vbri fine park 

Aonidum fontes aperis 9 divine poet a 9 
• Arte nova ; athereas propriis ut Eegafits alls 
Scande domos : Mternum -addet tua fama column* 
Huic memori decus bic 9 tanti qua poJJ'umus umbram 
Jfominis in mentem* facro revocare quotannis 
Lvdorumritu juvat ; Sic, tibi parvus honor um 
Offertur cumulus : Laudusn quo fine tuorum 
Copia claudatur qui q**rit y gentis fern* 
Peftora fcrutctur, latumque interroget prbcm. 
\ t s o. 
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I have alfo appointed a fmall fund for annual 
premiums to be diftributed in the celebration of 
games at the mbnument yearly. The ceremony 
is to laft three days, beginning the i ft of May 
yearly. On this day, young maids and men in 
the neighbourhood are to aflemble in the hippo- 
drome, with their garlands and chaplets of flow- 
ers, and to dance round the monument, finging 
the praifes of this ingenious patriot, and ftrowing 
with flowers all the place : After which they 
are to dance for a prize ; the beft dancer among 
the maids is to be prefented with a cap and rib- 
bands *, and after the dance, the young men are 
to run for a hat and gloves. 

The fecond day, there is to be a large market 
upon the ground: And the girl who produces 
the fineft hank of yarn, and the moft regular 
reel and count, is to have a guinea premium; 
and the perfon who buys the greateft quantity of 
yarn, is to have a premium of two guineas. 

The third day, the farmer who produces the 
beft yearling calf of his own breed, is to have two 
guineas premium ; and he that produces the 
faireft colt or filly, of his own breed iikewife, 
not over two years old, ihall receive a premium 
of two guineas alfo. — Thus the whole will not 
exceed ten pounds ; and all thefe ufeful branches 
of our growth and manufacture will be encou- 
raged, in remembering the patron, who, with fo - 
much care and tendernefs, recommended them 
to others, and cherifhed them himfelf. Iam % &c. 
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